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SERMON     I. 


PHIL.  iv.  8. 

finally,  Brethren,  whatfoever  Things  are  true, 
\  ivhatjbever  Things  are  honeji,  ivhatfoever  Thingt 
are  jujl,  whatfoe'ver  Things  are  pure,  whatfo- 
ever  Things  are  lovely,  wbatfoever  Things  are 
of  good  Report  -,  if  there  be  any  Virtue,  and  if 
there  be  any  T?raife,  think  on  thefe  Things. 

AS  the  excellent  Charafters  of  the  firfl 
Believers  and  Teachers  of  ChrifHani- 
ty  are  in  general  a  ftrong  Recommendation  of 
it  to  Mankind  :  fo  that  of  St.  Paul  in  particu-. 
lar  fhines  with  diftinguifhed  Luftre  through 
his  whole  Hiftory  -,  but  efpecially  his  Epif- 
tles,  the  faithful  Pictures  of  his  Soul.  Even  in 
this  ihort  one  to  the  Philippians,  it  is  furpriz- 
ing  to  obferve,  how  great  a  Variety  of  molt  ex^ 
alted  and  engaging  Virtues  he  ihews.  The 
Authority  of  the  Apoftle  is  fo  perfectly  temper- 
ed with  the  Condefcenfion  of  the  Fellow- 
VoL.JI.  B  Chriflian: 
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Chriftian  :  the  Exprellions  of  his  Tendernefs 
for  thofe  to  whom  he  writes  are  fo  endearing 
and  inilructive  at  the  fame  Time:  his  Acknow- 
ledgments of  their  Kindnefles  to  him,  fo  equal- 
ly full  of  Dignity,  Humility  and  Difmterelled- 
nefs  :  his  Mention  of  his  paft  Perfections  is  fa 
mild  ;  arid  of  his  prefent  Dagger,  (for  he  wrote 
fr-om  aPrifon)is  fo  cheerful :  his  Attention  to  the 
fupporting  of  their  Courage  is  fo  affeding  $  and 
his  Confidence,  that  both  he  and  they  mould 
perfevere  and  conquer,  is  fo  noble,  and  yet 
fo  inodeft  :  his  Deliberation,  whether  Life  or 
Death  be  eligible,  is  fo  calm;  and  his  Prefe- 
rence to  live,  even  in  Mifery,  for  their  Sakes 
and  that  of  the  Gofpel,  is  fo  genuinely  heroic, 
yet  fully  equalled  by  the  compofed  and  tri- 
umphant Mentio'n,  which  he  elfewhere  makes, 
of  his  approaching  Martyrdom :  his  Zeal  for 
propagating  Religion  is  fo  ardent;  yet  attend- 
ed with  fo  deep  a  Concern,  that  it  be  indeed 
true  Religion  :  he  is  fo  earn  eft  to  guard  them, 
both  againft  a  fuperftitious  Reliance  on  outward 
Obfervances,  and  a  licentious  Abufe  of  the  Doc- 
trines of  Faith  and  Grace ;  fo  felicitous  to  im- 
prove them  in  rational  Piety,  and  meek  benefi- 
cent Virtue ;  fo  intent  to  fix  their  Minds  on 
every  thing  worthy  and  amiable,  and  raifc 
4  them 
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them  above  every  Thing  gloomy  or  anxious ; 
his  Warmth  in  this  glorious  Caufe,  is  fo  far  from 
being  affected  or  forced  ;  and  every  Exprefllon 
fo  evidently  flows  from  a  Heart,  which  cannot 
help  overflowing,  that,  whoever  mail  read  but 
this  one  Epiftle  with  Attention  and  Fairnefs,  un- 
der all  the  Difadvantages  of  a  Tranflation  made 
Word  for  Word,  and  broken  into  fhort  Verfes, 
will  feel  a  flrong  Impremon  on  his  Mind,  that 
the  Writer  of  it  mud  have  been  an  uncommon- 
ly great  and  good  Man ;  every  Way  deferving  of 
the  high  Rank,  which  he  claims,  of  a  commif- 
fioned  Servant  of  God,  and  incapable  of  claim- 
ing it  fallely. 

But,  befides  being  thus  moved  with  the  ad- 
mirable Spirit  expreiTed,  and  the  fublime  Pre-* 
cepts  difFufed,  throughout  the  Whole;  it  will 
be  ftill  a  new  Subject  of  Efteem  and  Wonder, 
to  fee  the  Force  and  Subftance  of  them  all  col- 
lecled  at  laft  into  one  brief  Exhortation ;  com- 
prehending, in  fo  narrow  a  Space,  the  intire 
Compafs  of  virtuous  Difpofitions,  and  right  Be- 
haviour, as  is  done  in  the  Text :  to  which  he 
fubjoins  with  confciousBoldnefs,  appealing  to  all 
which  they  bad  learned  and  received,,  and  heard 
and feen  of  him* ,  that  this  had  been  his  own  Dil% 

8  Phil.  iv.  9.   - 

B  2  pofitioii 
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petition  and  Behaviour:  yet  humbly  confidcrs 
himfelf  as  not  having  already  attained  or  being  al~ 
ready  perfeffi,  but  merely  as  prcj/ing  towards  the 
Mark  of  the  Prize  of  the  high  Calling  of  God* -y  and 
not  only  ufes  his  own  Prayers,  but  begs  theirs 
alfo,  that,  through  the  Supply  of  the  Spirit  ofjefus 
Cbrift,  all  things  may  turn  to  his^  Salvation c.  We 
cannot  help  honouring  fuch  a  Character  : 
but,  if  we  hope  to  be  the  better  for  it,  we  muft 
alfo  imitate  it.  And  therefore  let  us  examine 
with  this  View,  that  Defcription  of  it,  which 
I  have  read  to  you.  Had  the  feveral  Phrafes, 
ufed  in  it,  been  as  nearly  as  porTible  equivalent, 
and  accumulated  only  to  convey  the  intended 
Meaning  more  fully  and  ftrongly,  this  would 
have  been  warranted  by  the  Example  of  the 
great  Roman  Orator:  who  profefTes  to  have 
done  the  fame  Thing  on  a  like  Occafion  d.  But 
there  is  a  fuperior  Accuracy  and  Beauty  in  the 
Words  of  the  Apoflle.  Each  of  them  iingly 
hath  a  diftincT:  Senfe  :  and  joined  together  they 

b  Phil.  iii.  13,  14.  c  Ibid.  i.  19,20. 

dNihil  enim  habet  praflantius  [natur.i],  nihil  quod  magis  ex- 
petat,  quam  honeflatem,  quam  laudem,  quam  dignitatem, 
quam  decus.  Hifce  ego  pluribus  nominibus  unam  rem  declarari 
volo :  fed  utor,  ut  quam  maxima  fignificem,  pluribus.  Cic. 
Tufc.  Difp.  L  ii.  c.  20. 

See  alfo  A.  Cell.  1.  xiii.  c.  24.  where  feveral  Inftances  of  this 
Manner  of  fpeaking  are  given,  and  Reafons  for  it  alledged  :  and 
Cic.De  N.  D.  1.  ii.  §  7.  and  De  Fin.  1,  iii.  c.  4. 

form 
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form  a  connected  and  complete  Body  of  Duty, 
as  will  appear  by  examining  them  feparately : 
which  I  mail  therefore  do  in  the  firft  Place ;  and 
then,  Secondly,  make  a  general  Obfervatioa 
upon  the  Whole, 

Truth,  always  prefent  to  the  Mind  of  God, 
is  the  Ground  of  his  Commands ;  and,  fo  far  as 
difcerned  by  us,  is  theGround  of  our  Obedience. 
On  this  accordingly  the  Apoftle  here  builds, 
and  lays  for  the  Foundation  of  his  whole  Super- 
ftm£kur2,W/jatJbever things  are  true:  that  is,  con- 
formable to  the  clear  Perceptions  of  our  Under- 
ftandings,  the  inward  Feelings  of  our  Hearts,  the 
known  Circumftances  of  our  Situation .  Setting  out 
thus,  he  excludes,  in  the  firft  Word,  from  being 
any  Part  of  Chriitian  Duty,  every  thing  roman- 
tic and  vifionary,  all  Refinements  of  falfe  Hon- 
our, all  Enthufiafm  of  a  heated  Fancy.  But  he 
enjoins  at  the  fame  Time,  whatever  is  reafona- 
ble  and  right ;  be  the  Practice  or  Notions  of  the 
World  as  contrary  to  it,  as  they  will :  whatever 
the  fovereign  Principle  of  Confcience  dictates, 
though  Paffions  and  Appetites  may  draw  pow- 
erfully another  Way ;  whatever  the  impartial 
State  of  any  Cafe  requires,  let  Vanity  or  Inte- 
reft  make  ever  fo  much  againft  it :  what  we  owe 
to  our  Maker,  no  lefs  than  what  is  due  to  our 
E  3  Fellow- 
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Fellow-Creatures  :  what  divine  Revelation 
teaches,  no  lefs  than  what  human  Faculties  dif- 
cover :  what  the  future,  as  well  as  the  prefent 
Condition  of  our  Being  demands.  For  our  Re- 
lations to  God  are  as  real,  and  infinitely  more 
important,  than  to  Man;  thofe  Parts  of  his  Will 
which  only  Scripture  makes  known,  the  Autho- 
rity of  Scripture  beingproved,  are  intitled  toequal 
Attention  with  thofe  which  Reafon  dictates  of  it- 
felf :  and  fuch  Confequences  of  our  Actions,  as  will 
follow  beyond  the  Grave,  are  but  a  fingle  and 
a  fhort  Step  more  diflant,  than  the  viiible  and 
daily  ones  that  follow  them  here.  Thefe  Max- 
ims are  the  folid  Balis  of  proper  Conduct :  the 
whole  Creation  cannot  make  them ;  and  every 
other  Scheme  of  Life  is  built  upon  the  Sand, 
and  will  crufh  us  under  its  Ruins.  God  himfelf 
proceeds  invariably  according  to  the  Reafon  of 
Things ;  he  muft  therefore  expert  Man  to  hold 
it  facred  j  and  both  the  Honour  of  his  Govern- 
ment and  the  Holinefs  of  his  Nature  fhand  en- 
gaged, that,  fooner  or  later,  every  one  mall  find 
his  Account  in  obferving  this  Rule,  but  none 
in  tranfgrefling  it.  For  his  Righteoitfncfs  is  an 
everlafting  R/gbteoitfnefs,  and  bis  Law  is  the 
Truth  c. 

•  Pfalm  cxix.  142. 

The 
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The  fecond  Head  of  the  Apoftle's  Injunction 
is,  Wbatfoever  Tbiygs  are  bonejl :  or  rather,  as 
the  marginal  Tranflation  hath  it,  venerable,  in- 
titled  to  Refpecl: :  for  Co  the  original  Word  in 
the  Qreek  confeiTedly  fignifies,  as  indeed  the 
Word  konejl  kfelf  doth  in  the  Latin  Tongue, 
torn  whence  it  is  derived  into  ours. 

If,  purfuant  to  the  former  Diredion,  we  con- 
fider,  according  to  Truth,  the  inward  Frame  of 
our  Hearts  and  Minds,  we  mall  perceive,  that, 
as  Man  was  created  at  fid!  in  the  Image  of  God, 
fo  there  flill  remains  in  our  Nature,  however 
defaced  by  the  Fall,  a   Senfe  of  Dignity  and 
Worth,  which  we  ought  to  reverence  in  ourfelves 
and  others.  The  loweft  of  Men,  with  Reafon, 
think  Faliehood  and  Dimonefty  beneath  them ; 
and  the  higheft,  if  they  condefcend  to  ufe  them, 
lofe,  by  fo  doing,  a  much  truer  Greatnefs  than 
they  retain.      Worldly  Advantages  leave  the. 
PoiTeflbrs  of  them  but  juft  the  fame  Men,  which 
they  woulc}  have  been  without  them.     Perfo- 
aal  4ccoinplifhments  as  often  produce  wrong 
Conduct,  Hatred,  Contempt  and  Mifery,  as  they 
do  the  contrary.     At  beft,  neither  the  one  nor 
the  other  can  give  more,  than  a  mortlived,  and 
precarious  Diftindtion.    But  Scorn  of  Wicked- 
and  Elteem  of  our  Duty,  fhewn  in  Pr,ac- 
B  4  tice> 
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tice,  this  is  the  valuable  Preeminence,  which 
will  continue  an  Ornament  to  us  through  every 
Condition  of  Life,  through  every  Period  of  our 
Exigence ;  will  intitle  us  to  inward  Veneration, 
as  well  as  outward  Regard,  arid  recommend  us, 
not  only  to  fallible  Beings,  but  to  the  unerring 

i'cher  of  our  Hearts,  and  final  Rewarder  of 
our  Deeds.  Whoever  therefore  would  obtain  a 
truly  honourable  Character,  muft  preferve  him- 
felf  above  dishonourable  Actions  :  and  never 
permit  either  Profit,  or  Pleafure,  or  Favour, 
or  Power,  titular  Preeminences,  or  popular 
Opinion,  to  debafe  him  into  doing  any  Thing 
ill. 

Keeping  up  this  Kind  of  Superiority  to  the 
Height  carries  no  Pride  in  it,  no  Temptation 
to  Pride.  For,  though  a  worthy-minded  Man 
knows  every  Thing  to  be  mean,  in  Comparifon 
of  right  Behaviour;  yet  he  muft  know  too,  that 
his  own  Behaviour  is  very  imperfectly  right, 
even  in  the  Sight  of  Men,  much  more  of  God  : 
and  were  it  completely  fo,  it  would  flill  amount 
to  no  more  than  his  bounden  Duty.  "He  will 
therefore  always  proceed  with  great  Humility, 
though  with  great  Steadinefs,  in  the  Difcharge 
of  his  Conference ;  patiently  expecting,  what 
he  will  certainly  find,  that  many  otJier  Things, 

and 
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and  fome  of  them  very  bad  ones,  will  greatly 
out-mine,  in  the  Eyes  of  the  World,  fo  plain 
and  unpliant  a  Qualification,  as  this,  of  uniform 
Uprightnefs  :  which  yet  is  indeed  beyond  all 
others  the  refpedtable  one;  the  only  Ground  of 
confcious  Self-approbation,  of  mutual  Efteem 
and  Truft,  of  public  Order  and  Safety. 

For,  however  common  it  is  become  to  treat 
all  Pretence  of  Principle,  as  mere  Hypocrify  ; 
and  both  to  give  with  great  Gayety,  and  receive 
with  great  Complacency,  Intimations,  which 
one  mould  think  could  do  neither  Side  much 
Credit,  as  if  Intereft  or  Inclination  would  in- 
duce them,  or  any  one,  to  do  almoft  any  thing ; 
yet  fuch  general  Reprefentations  are  both  falfe 
in  themfelves,  and  pernicious  to  human  So- 
ciety. The  worft  of  Men  are  not  thoroughly 
bad,  without  fome  Mixture  of  Good.  But  No- 
thing can  go  farther  towards  making  all  Men 
fo,  than  treating  it  as  an  acknowledged  Point, 
that  they  are  fo  already,  and  cannot  be  other- 
wife.  In  Proportion  as  this  Doctrine  prevails, 
no  Guilt  will  be  out  of  Countenance.  Now 
what  the  Confequences  of  that  muft  be,  is 
eafily  difcerned;  and  the  Prophet  hath  told  us 
very  plainly :  Were  they  afoamedt  when  they  had 
committed  Abomination?  nay,  they  were  not  at  all 

afoamed, 
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njkamccl,  neither  could  they  blufb  :  therefore  ft  alt 
they  fall — At  the  Time  that  I  infit  them,  they  flail 
be  cajl  down,  faith  the  Lord*.  Undoubtedly  the 
Wickednefs  of  Mankind  is  great :  and  thofe  in 
high  Stations  have  particular  Opportunities  of 
feeing  it  in  a  ftrong  Light.  But  ftill,  they, 
\vho  feel  any  good  Qualities  in  themfelves,  can- 
not  iuftly  think,  there  are  none  in  others.  And 
be  there  ever  fo  little  Probity  in  the  World, 
it  is  our  moft  ferious  Intereft,  to  cultivate  and 
increafe  it.  For  what  Comfort,  or  what  Safety, 
can  there  be  in  the  Midft  only  of  the  Profli- 
gate and  Abandoned  ?  Or  how  (hall  either  Au- 
thority or  Merit  fupport  itfelf,  if  that  inward 
Reverence  of  Duty  and  Worth  be  worn  out  of 
the  Minds  of  Men,  without  which  all  the  So- 
lemnities of  external  Forms  will  foon  come  to 
lofe  their  Influence?  But  if  earthly  Tranquillity 
could  be  preferved  by  other  Means :  yet  hea- 
venly Happinefs  can  be  enjoyed  only  by  Souls 
exalted  to  a  Capacity  of  itj  purged  from  every 
thing  mean  and  bafe,  and,  by  generous  and  ho- 
nourable Difpoiitions,  made  meet  to  be  Partakers 
of  the  Inheritance  of  the  Saints  in  Light  =•. 

The  third  Branch  of  the  Apoftle's  Exhorta-* 
tion,  Whatfoever   'Things  are  juft,  is  naturally 

f  Jer.  vi.  15.  *  Col.  i.  12. 

con- 
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connected  with  the  fecond.  Had  we  nothing 
fuperior  in  our  Nature  to  reftrain  us,  Force  and 
Fraud  would  be  as  allowable  between  Man  and 
Man,  as  between  Brute  and  Brute.  But  the  Con- 
fcioufnefs  which  we  have  of  peculiar  Dignity, 
includes  the  Obligation  to  mutual  Juftice,  as 
Part  of  itfelf,  and  yet  there  was  Need  to  men- 
tion this  Part  feparately;  becaufe  elfe,  the  higher 
the  Notion  which  each  entertained  of  his  own 
Value,  the  more  apt  he  might  be  to  overlook 
others,  efpecially  his  Inferiors,  and  trample 
upon  them  carelefsly.  Therefore  St.  Paitl,  in 
the  Text,  immediately  fubjects  the  mutual 
Behaviour  of  all  the  Sons  of  Men  to  one  com- 
mon Meafure  -,  and  requires,  that  the  higheft 
and  the  loweft  mould  each  treat  the  other,  as 
each  might  expedl,  were  Circumflances  changed, 
the  pther  fhould  treat  him;  which  fmgle  Pre- 
cept obferved  would  keep  the  World  in 
Quiet :  and  if  it  be  tranfgrefled,  Nothing  is  left 
to  ftop  at,  fhort  of  univerfal  Confufion.  Every 
one  therefore,  in  every  Part  of  focial  Life, 
mould  be  vigilant  againft  the  Influence  of  Pride, 
and  Paffion,  and  Intereft :  fhould  inquire  with 
Diligence,  and  hear  with  Candour,  in  order  to 
judge  with  Impartiality:  mould  remember, 
that  nothing  is  truly  Juftice,  but  what  is  Equity 

at 
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2t  the  fame  Time:  mould  do  frankly  and  im- 
medjately  what  he  knows  he  ought  to  do:  and 
fo  temper  his  Prudence  with  Innocence,  as  al- 
ways to  prefer  Harmlefmefs  to  worldly  Wifdom, 
whenever  they  interfere,  Thatlothers  will  acl: 
very  differently,  is  fo  much  the  worfe  for  them  : 
but  no  Confideration  for  us  to  be  moved  by,  in 
the  leaft.  The  Whole  we  have  to  be  concerned 
for,  is  to  adt  right  ourfelves.  A  wife  and  good 
God  will  take  Care  of  the  reft. 

Next  to  Juftice,  the  Apaftle  ranks,  in  the 
fourth  Place,  a  Virtue  equally  flowing  from 
the  Dignity  of  human  Nature,  and  feldom 
violated  without  grievous  Injuftice,  that  of 
fhunning  the  Pollution  of  criminal  Pleafures, 
and  pra£tifmg  wbatfoever  Things  are  pure.  Some 
JCinds  of  fenfual  Excefs,  as  Gluttony  and 
Drunkennefs,  are  acknowledged  to  be  con- 
temptible, hateful  Vices.  And  however  favour- 
ably too  many  lopk  on  the  free  Indulgence  of 
another  Appetite,  at  leaft  in  one  Sex,  yet  their 
Opinion  cannot  alter  the  Nature  of  Things. 
Irregular  Gratifications  mufl  frill  remain  what 
they  are,  dishonourable  to  our  Heafon,  denruc- 
tivex  to  our  Happinefs.  And  it  is  furprizing, 
that  they,  who  have  any  Rightnefs  of  Mind,  can 
fail  either  to  difcern  or  to  refleft,  \yhat  Mean-r 

nefs 
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nefs  it  is  to  make  thefe  Things  the  Bufinefs  of 
their  Being;  and  affociate,  for  the  Sake  of 
them,  with  the  profligate  and  abandoned  ; 
what  Imprudence,  to  ruin  or  to  hazard  their 
Healths,  Fortunes,  or  Reputations,  in  fuch 
wretched  Courfes ;  and  what  Mifchief,  to  de- 
ftroy  the  Virtue  and  Peace  of  the  Innocent, 
and  harden  the  Guilty  in  their  Crimes  ;  to. 
violate  Faith  and  Honour,  diftrefs  Families, 
embitter  the  nearer!  and  tendereft  Relations  of 
Life,  confound  Defcents  and  Inheritances,  ex- 
tend Infamy,  and  perhaps  Difeafes  alfo,  to  fuc- 
ceffive  Generations.  Indeed  the  Sins  of  this 
Kind  have  not  always  all  thefe  bad  Effects  :  but 
they  undeniably  produce  in  general,  by  innu- 
merable Ways,  more  thorough  Wickednefs,  and 
more  exquiiite  Mifery,  than  almoit  any  others. 
And  even  thofe  Tranfgrefiions  of  Purity,  that 
may  feem  the  leaft  hurtful,  are  fo  wrong  in 
themfelves,  and  fo  contrary  to  the  good  Order, 
Strength,  and  Welfare,  of  Society;  they  lead 
on  fo  naturally  to  worfe  ;  they  fet  fo  dangerous 
an  Example,  and  give  fo  plaufible  an  Excufe  to 
others,  for  going  a  little  and  a  little  farther  in 
the  fame  Way,  (as  indeed  there  is(  no  poflible 
Ground  to  make  a  fure  Stand  upon,  if  once  we 
depart  from  Uriel  Virtue;)  that  whoever  con- 

iiders,, 
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fiders,  will  be  far  from  thinking,  either  the 
Precepts,  or  the  Threatenings  of  Scripture,  on 
this  Head,  too  rigid  and  fevere. 

But  abflaining  from  dimonourable,  and  inju- 
rious, and  criminally  fenfual,  Actions,  is  by  no 
Means  fufficient,  unlefs  we  are  careful  to  do  be- 
coming, beneficent,  and  engaging  ones ;  or,  in 
the  Apoftle's    Words,   ivbatfoever  Things   are 
lovely :  Which  Clafs  of  Duties  he  hath  put  in 
the  fifth  Place  with  great  Propriety.     For  the 
Cood-nature  and  Agreeablenefs,  required  under 
this  Head,  is  not  to  fupply  the  Room  of  the 
Juftice  and   Purity  required    before;  nor  can 
p oflibly  make  Amends  for  the  Want  of  them ; 
but  we  muft  firft  refolve  to  be  innocent,  then 
ftudy   to   be    amiable.     Now   the   two   great 
Branches -of  amiable   Conduct  are  thofe,    on 
which  the  Gofpel  hath  laid  fo  peculiar  a  Strefs  ; 
Mildnefs  in  bearing  Injuries,  and  Bounty  in  re- 
lieving NeceiTities:  one  of  them  exprefsly  made 
the  Condition  of  our  being  forgiven ;  the  other 
the  Foundation  of  our  being  rewarded. 

But,  befides  thefe  endearing  Virtues,  the 
Apoftle  undoubtedly  defigned  to  enjoin  every 
other  Act  of  a  generous  and  difintereited,  a 
candid  and  fympathizing,  Heart;  every  In- 
ftance  of  Gentlenefs  to  the  Faults,  and  Conde- 

fcenfion 
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fcenfion  to  the  Weak nefies,  of  Men ;  Modera- 
tion and  Humility  in  advantageous  Circum- 
ftances,  and  patient  Compofednefs  in  low  and 
afflicted  ones  ;  every  ornamental,  as  well  as 
more  fubftantial,  Duty  of  Life  ;  Affability  of 
Converfation,  obliging  Attentions,  kind  Com- 
pliances j  whatever  will  make  our  common 
Journey  through  the  World  mutually  com- 
fortable and  pleafing,  without  making  it  dange- 
rous -,  and  exhibit  Religion  in  its  native  Cheer- 
fulnefs,  as  a  reafonable  Service  paid  to  an  infi- 
nitely good  Being.  For  all  thefe  Things  are 
comprehended  under  the  Character  of  lovely ; 
and  conftitute  a  much  more  valuable  Part  of 
Chrirtian  Practice,  than  many  feem  to  be  aware 
of.  Indeed  Piety  and  Virtue,  however  unpo- 
lifhed,  deferve  high  Efteem  ;  and  it  would  be 
a  moft  unhappy  Miftake,  to  prefer  fuperfkial 
Accomplishments  before  intrinfic  Worth.  But  ' 
itill,  both  Religion  and  Morals,  difguifed  under 
a  forbidding  Look,  appear  fo  much  lefs  to  Ad- 
vantage, than  when  they  wear  an  inviting  one  ; 
that  we  wrong  our  ProfefTion,  as  well  as  our- 
felves,  if  we  neglect  to  mew  it  in  as  much 
Beauty,  as  a  modeft  Simplicity  will  permit ; 
and  thus  to  adorn  the  Doffrine  of  God  our  Sa-> 
liiour  In  all  Things*. 

» Tit.  ii.  10,  Nor 
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Nor  is  it  enough  to  pradtife  what  we  think 
right  and  worthy  and  becoming,  but  we  ought 
further  to  refpedt,  in  a  proper  Degree,  what  the 
reft  of  Mankind  efleem  fo.  And  therefore  the 
Apoflle  adds  in  the  lixth  Place,  Whatfoever 
Things  are  of  good  Report :  and  places  this  Head 
after  the  others;  becaufe,  if  a  Competition 
arifes,  Confcience  is  always  to  be  preferred  be- 
fore common  Opinion.  And  indeed  ilumberlefs 
are  the  poor  Wretches,  who  have  been  utterly 
ruined,  by  facrificing  at  once  their  Virtue,  and 
common  Senfe  to  reigning  Sins  and  Follies. 
Not  that,  in  general,  the  public  Voice  is  nearly 
fo  favourable  to  wrong  Conduct,  as  fome  are 
willing  to  imagine.  All,  who  are  not  guilty  of 
it,  we  may  be  fure  will  difapprove  it.  Many 
who  are,  condemn  it,  even  in  themfelves.  Nay, 
fuch  as  encourage  others  in  it,  often  cenfure 
them  for  it  feverely  notwithftanding.  Or,  was 
every  bad  Man  true  to  his  own  bad  Caufe, 
yet  both  their  Weight,  and  even  their  Num- 
ber, is  lefs  confiderable,  than  they  would  have 
it  thought^  The  gay  and  the  loud,  the  bold 
and  the  forward,  nay  the  great  and  the  noble, 
however  they  fill  the  Eye,  are  by  no  means  the 
Whole  of  the  World :  but  there  is  Reafon  on 
many  Accounts  to  look  beyond  thefe;  and  in- 
quire, 
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quire,  what  the  ferious  and  confederate,  what 
the  Generality  and  Bulk  of  Mankind,  whom  it 
is  neither  modeft  nor  prudent  to  defpife^  will 
think  of  our  Conduct :  what  hath  been  the 
Judgement  of  Time  pail  on  the  like  Behaviour  > 
what  is  likely  to  be  the  Judgement  of  Time  to 
come ;  when  we  mall  be  fpoken  of  without 
Ceremony,  and  have  the  Characters  that  we 
appear  to  deferve,  indelibly  fixed  on  us  :  a 
Matter  about  which  we  cannot  really  be  in- 
different, though  we  may  affect  it* 

Nor  ought  the  Opinion  of  Mankind  only  to 
afllft  in  deterring  us  from  what  we  know  to  be 
wrong;  but  retrain  us  from  many  Things, 
that  we  poflibly  imagine  very  allowable.  We 
may  apprehend,  perhaps,  that  fuch  and  fuch 
Liberties  have  no  Harm  in  them*  But  if 
others,  worthy  of  Regard,  apprehend  they  have; 
may  not  we  be  miftaken  as  eafily  as  they  ?  And1 
is  not  the  fafer  Side  the  better  ?  Or  were  we 
fure  that  we  judge  right,  is  there  no  Deference 
owing,  in  Point  of  Decency,  to  the  contrary 
Judgement  ?  Efp.ecially  if  it  be  the  general,  the 
eftablifhed  one  ?  Belides,  may  we  not  endanger 
Duties  of  great  Importance,  by  deftroying 
wantonly  even  the  (lighter  Outworks  that  de- 
fend them  ?  May  not  our  tranfgreiling  what  is 

VOL,  II.  C  commonly 
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commonly  efteemed  facred,  lead  fome  to 
efteem  Nothing  facred  ;  and  others  to  fufpecl, 
that  we  efteem  Nothing  fo  ?  Now  this  latter 
Effect  alone,  or  any  Thing  that  approaches 
towards  it,  would  furely  be  very  undefirable. 
And  they,  who  have  no  Concern  what  they  are 
thought  to  be,  are  in  Danger  of  having  but 
little  Concern  what  they  do. 

The  Apoftle,  having  thus  recommended 
every  Thing  that  we  can  difcover  to  be  a  Law 
of  Life,  and  every  Thing  accounted  fuch  by 
the  wife  and  good,  may  feem  now  to  have 
gone  the  utmoft  Length  that  Precept  could  go. 
But  he  had  ftill  one  Thing  in  Referve  for  the 
feventh  and  lall  Place,  to  complete  and  crown 
the  Whole.  Beiides  the  conilant  Obligations 
of  all  Men,  exprefTed  hitherto ;  fome,  indeed 
moft,  on  one  Occafion  or  another,  are  qualified 
for  Actions  of  diftinguifhed  Excellence,  tran- 
fcending  the  common  Meafures  of  Duty.  And 
though  none  mould  aim  at  what  is  beyond  his 
Strength,  and  all  fhould  firft  ground  themfelves 
throughly  in  Things  necefTary,  before  they 
afpire  farther ;  and  ever  beware  of  doing  the 
leaft  Evil,  to  bring  about  the  greater!  Good  : 
yet,  thefe  Precautions  being  obferved,  If  there 
be  any  Virtue,  and  if  there  be  any  Praife  \  any 

fmgular 
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fingufar  Opportunity  for  exerting  fuperior 
Goodnefs,  and  acquiring  proportionable  Honour  j 
to  this  alfo  the  Word  of  God,  far  from  dif- 
countenancing  an  Ambitiofj  fo  laudable,  excites 
and  encourages  in  the  Text.  Here  then  every 
one  is  called  forth,  by  the  Voice  of  Heaven,  td 
every  Thing  great  arid  good,  that  mall  at  any 
Time  lie  in  his  Power :  to  ferve  his  Creator,  and 
benefit  his  Fellow-Creatures;  the  moft  emi- 
nently that  he  can,  by  all  the  Means,  that  his 
ftnowledge  and  Wealth,  his  Example  and  Per- 
fuaiion,  his  Influence  and  Authority,  can 
furnifh  out.  And  bleffed  is  that  Servant,  whom 
bis  Lord,  iv ben  he  cometh,foallfmdfo  doing1. 

T/jefe  then  are  the  ttt'ngs,  on  which  the 
Apoftle  directs  us  to  think:  and  the  general 
Obfervation  which  I  would  make  upon  thern^ 
in  the  fecond  Place,  is,  that  we  cannot  think  of. 
them  in  earnefty  as  enjoined  by  our  Religion, 
without  honouring  it  highly,  and  being  ftrongly 
moved  by  it  to  every  Part  of  right  Temper  and 
right  Conduct.  Such  Precepts  evidently  prove, 
that  Chriftianity  is  not  a  Contrivance  to  make* 
Men*  by  Faith  in  Speculations,  and  Exadtnefs 
iri  Obfervances,-  happy  in  another  World,  with- 
out being  good  in  the  prefent.  Articles  of 

i  Matth.  xxiv.  46.  Luke  xii.  43. 

C   2  Belief, 
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Belief,  and  Inflitutions  of  Worfhip,  are  Inilru- 
ments  only  :  proper  indeed,  and  appointed  ones: 
and  we  muft  never  hope  to  be  amended  or  ac- 
cepted, unlefs  we  take  the  Way  to  be  fo,  which 
God  hath  marked  out.  But  neither  muft  we 
hope,  that  a  formal  Ufe  of  the  Means  will  be 
fufficient,  without  ferious  Care  to  attain  the 
End.  Now  the  End  of  the  Commandment  is 
Charity,  Love  to  God  and  Man,  out  of  a  pure 
Heart,  and  of  a  good  Conference,  and  of  Faith 
unfeigned^ ;  which  Words  exprefs  the  very  fam* 
Temper  with  thofe  in  the  Text. 

If  then  thefe  be  the  Things,  which  Man- 
kind have  Need  to  learn,  and  God  expects ;  it 
ihould  be  remembered,  that  they  are  taught  in 
Perfection  by  the  Scripture  Revelation,  and  the 
Methods  of  acquiring  them  too :  that  neither 
the  one,  nor  the  other,  were  ever  taught,  with- 
out Revelation,  either  generally,  or  ftatedly,  or 
without  grofs  Defects  and  Errors  :  and  that 
they,  who  reject  this  Way  of  Instruction  and 
Worfhip,  have  not  pretended  to  lubflitute  any 
other  ;  but  fhewn,  by  neglecting  the  Com- 
mands, and  tranfgrefiing  the  Reftramts,  of  natu- 
ral Religion,  that  their  Difregard  to  Chriftianity 
proceeds  from  bad  Motives ;  and  will  produce, 

k  i  Tim.  i.  5. 
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in  Proportion  as  it  increafes  and  fpreads,  the 
very  worft  Effects.  Whoever,  therefore,  is 
indeed  concerned  for  true  Virtue  and  moral 
Piety,  will  affectionately  efteem  thofe  incom- 
parable Leffons  of  each,  which  the  Gofpel 
affords  him  :  and  whoever  hath  at  all  a  due 
Senfe,  how  very  often  he  hath  violated,  on 
one  Occafion  or  another,  the  Dictates  of  both, 
will  rejoice  from  his  Heart  in  thofe  Affurances 
and  Means  of  Forgivenefs  for' what  is  part,  and 
Affiftance  in  what  is  to  come,  with  which 
nothing  but  the  Gofpel  can  blefs  him.  For, 
however  though tlefs  Offenders  may  flatter 
themfelves,  every  confiderate  Mind  mutt  fee 
and  feel,  that  Sin  deferves  Punifhment,  and 
Repentance  is  not  Innocence  ;  that  Pardon  and 
Grace  are  not  Debts,  but  voluntary  Favours  ; 
and  God  alone  can  inform  his  Creatures  with 
Certainty,  on  what  Terms  he  will  beftow  them, 
and  to  what  Degree.  Now  he  hath  accord- 
ingly informed  us,  that  only  Faith  in  Chrift, 
working  by  Love,  a-vdilctb  any  Tubing ',  and  that 
mall  intitle  us  to  every  Thing. 

But  then  Faith  is  not  mere  Belief;  nor  is 

Love  mere  Admiration,  of  the  Advantages  and 

Promifes  of  the  Gofpel :  but  being  moved  by 

1  Gal.  v.  6, 

C  3  thefe 
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thefe  to  an  uniform  Practice  of  its  Laws  is 
the  fingle  Evidence  which  proves  their  Genu- 
inenefs  :  and  unhappily  is  the  very  Attainment 
of  which  the  Generality  of  Men  fall  mort. 
Some  there  are,  who  retain  the  Name  of  Chrif-r 
tians,  a-nd  feem  to  think  it  their  Due,  though 
perhaps  they  fcarce  remember  the  Time,  when 
they  performed  any  one  Act  of  Chrirtian  De- 
votion, at,  leafl  in  private.  On  public  Woi> 
{hip,  it  may  be,  or  fome  Part  of  it,  they  do 
attend  fometimes,  to  fave  Appearances,  or  in 
Hope  of  Entertainment,  or  from  a  confufed  No- 
tion pf  its  being,  they  fcarce  know  why,  a  Duty : 
but  without  the  leafi  Conception,  almoft,  of 
any  further  Difference,  between  having  Reli- 
gion, and  having  none,  Others,  that  make  a 
Confcience,  iuch  as  it  is,  of  Part  of  what  they 
are  commanded,  have  no  Regard  at  all  to  the 
reft :  but  they  will  be  pious  without  Virtue, 
or  virtuous  without  Piety ;  or  they  will  chufe, 
juft  as  they  fancy,  which  of  the  Laws  of  either 
they  will  obey,  which  they  will  not.  Even 
the  more  truly  good  feldom  think  of  afpiring 
to  Eminence  of  Goodnefs :  and  they,  who  in 
many  Refpects  attain  high  Perfection,  often 
fail,  moft  unhappily,  of  adding  the  Beauty  of 
Holinefs  to  the  Reality  of  it,  by  an  amiable  and 

obliging 
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obliging  Deportment  and  Converfation.  Thus 
it  comes  to  pafs,  that  fome  defpife  Religion,  as 
ufelefsj  and  others  are  difgufted  with  it,  as 
harfli  and  difagreeable  :  that  not  a  few  of  its 
ProfefTors  will  find  it  contribute  only  to  their 
heavier  Condemnation  ;  and  many  of  thofe 
who  are  intitled  to  Reward  will  obtain  a  much 
inferior  Reward  to  what  they  might  have  done ; 
and  all  owing  to  the  Neglect  of  thinking,  as 
they  ought,  on  the  important  Virtues  recom- 
mended in  the  Text.  We  give  much  Attention 
to  low  and  tranfitory  Things;  too  much,  it  may 
be  feared,  to  finful  and  forbidden  ones.  We 
muft  know  thefe  excellent  Qualifications  to  be 
the  worthiest  Objects  of  our  Thoughts :  why 
mould  they  not  alfo  be  the  moft  conflantly 
prefent  to  them  ?  But  fuppofe  they  were,  it  is 
of  no  more  Ufe  to  think  with  fpeculative 
Delight  on  the  Precepts,  than  the  Privileges 
of  the  Gofpel  :  but  we  muft  fo  confider  both 
them  and  ourfelves,  as  diligently  to  examine, 
and  faithfully  bring  to  Account  (for  this  the 
Word  thinking  on  flrictly  denotes  in  the  Ori- 
ginal) our  Duty  and  our  Practice  under  each 
Article  ;  and  compute  the  Goodnefs  of  our 
Condition,  not  by  the  Share  that  we  poflefs, 
either  of  the  gay,  or  the  folemn  Trifles,  to 
C  4  _  which 


24  S    E    R    M    O    N     I. 

which  alone  Men  commonly  attend ;  but  fole^- 
ly  by  the  Refult  of  this  momentous  Inquiry, 
made  with  great  Impartiality,  and  with  earneft 
Prayer  for  the  divine  Illumination.  Nor  will 
thinking  on  our  fpiritual  State,  merely  enough 
to  know  it,  benefit  us  ;  without  thinking 
effectually  how  to  mend  and  improve  it  :  by 
imploring  God's  Pardon  for  every  Thing 
wrong,  and  afcribing  to  his  Grace  every  Thing 
right  in  us ;  and  afking  and  uiing  his  future 
Affifhmce,  to  withstand  all  Temptation,  and 
increafe  in  all  Goodnefs.  ^Tbefe  Things,  there- 
fore, think  on  and  do :  and  the  God  of  Peace 
fiall  be  'with  you  m. 


Phil,  iy.  9. 
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And  if  It  feem  evil  unto  you  toferve  the  Lord, 
cboofe  you  this  Day  ewhom  you  willjerve  :  whe- 
ther the  Gods  wliich  your  Fathers  ferved,  that 
were  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Flood;  or  the 
Gods  of  the  Amor  it  es,  in  whofe  Land  ye  dwell: 
but  as  for  me  and  my  Houfe,  we  will  ferve  the 
Lord. 

THE  Sovereign  Difpofer  of  all  Things, 
being  refolved  to  deftroy  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Land  of  Canaan  for  their  impious  and 
barbarous  Idolatries  and  unnatural  Lufts,  was 
pleafed  to  make  the  yews,  who  were  a  much 
better,  though  far  from  a  blamelefs,  People,  the 
Inftruments  of  their  Definition,  in  order  to 
warn  them  the  more  ftrongly  againft  the  like 
Sins.  Their  Leader  in  this  awful  Work  was 
Jo/hua  :  who,  after  he  had  accomplished  it,  di- 
vided his  Conquefts  amongft  them  ;  and  then, 
having  received,  from  the  Gratitude  of  the  Peo- 

ple, 
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pie,  an  Inheritance  in  his  own  Tribe,  no  way 
considerable,  which  however  was  all  that  he 
afked a;  appears  to  have  retired  thither,  and  fpent 
the  reft  of  his  Days  in  an  honourable  Privacy  y 
leaving  the  Adminiftration  of  Affairs,  in  Time 
of  Peace,  to  the  ordinary  civil  Magiftrat.es  :  till, 
rinding  his  End  approach,  ^gathered all Ifrael, 
and  called  for  t  heir-Elders,  their  Heads,  their  Judges 
and  their  Officers  bj  and  they  prefented  them- 
felves  before  God.  In  this  folemn  ArTembly, 
the  laft  he  was  to  fee,  requefting  Nothing  for 
himielf  or  his  Pofterity,  but  ftriclly  following 
the  Example  of  Mofes,  who  had  in  no  Refpecl 
exalted  his  own  Defendants  above  the  reft  of 
the  People j  he  exprefTes  the  ftrongeft  Solicitude 
/or  what  he  knew  the  public  Happinefs  to 
depend  on;  the  Prefervation  of  true  Religion, 
and  coniequently  of  Virtue,  in  Oppolition  tp 
the  fuperftitious  Follies,  and  fhocking  Vices,  of 
the  Nations  round  them.  To  promote  this 
End,  the  venerable  Chief  recounts  to  them,  by 
the  efpecial  Direction  of  Heaven,  the  mira- 
.culous  and  gracious  Difpenfations  of  Provi- 
dence, which  their  Fathers  and  they  had  expe- 
rienced, and  he  had  been  fo  long  a  conftant 
"jSye-witnefs  of;  concluding  the  Hiftory  with 
a  jofli.  xix.  49,  50.  b  Chap.  xxiv.  i. 

their 
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their  prefent  "happy  Condition:  and  his  Infe-r 
rence  from  the  Whole  is,  NGIV  therefore  fear  the 
Lord,  andferve  him,  in  Sincerity  and  in  'Truth  % 
But  being  fenfible,  that  Mankind  are  ftrangely 
apt  not  to  think  themfelves  in  a  good  State, 
when  they  are  in  the  befl  5  he  proceeds  to  in- 
treat  them,  that  if  any  are  diflatisfied  with  the 
Fruits  of  obferving  their  prefent  Religion  and 
Laws,  they  would  confider  well,  under  what 
other,  upon  the  Whole,  they  would  wifh  to  be ; 
for  under  fome  they  muft.  They  might,  if  they 
pleafed,  after  all  he  had  faid,  try  a  Change,  and 
take  the  Confequences :  but  he  had  feen  too 
much  of  the  Benefit  of  adhering  to  God,  to 
have  the  leafl  Defire  of  experiencing  what 
would  be  the  Effects  of  forfaking  him ;  and  his 
Prayer  and  his  Endeavour  mould  be,  that  all 
under  his  Influence  might  tread,  for  ever,  in 
the  fame  Steps.  If  it  feem  evil  unto  you  to  ferine 
the  Lord,  c hoof e  you,  this  Day,  'whom  you  will 
ferve  : — but  as  for  me  and  my  Houfe,  we  'will 
ferve  the  Lord. 

In  thefe  Words  we  have, 

I.  An  Intimation  of  the  Danger  there  is, 
that  Men  may  grow  weary  of  true  Reli- 
gion. 

c  Jofh.  xxiv.  14, 

II.  An 
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II.  An  Admonition,  that  luch  would  think 
ferioufly  what  they  propofe  to  exchange 
it  for  5  and  what  Advantage  they  expert 
from  thence. 

III.  The  Refolution,  which  prudent  Men 
Avill  make,  whatever  others  do  :  to  con- 
tinue in  the  Practice  of  it  themfelves  5 
and  preferve  a  confcientious  Regard  to 
it  amongft  all  that  are  placed  under 
their  Infpeclion. 

I.  An  Intimation  of  the  Danger  there  is,  that 
a  great  Part  of  the  World  may  grow  weary  of 
Religion,  even  whilfl  it  is  taught  in  Simplicity 
and  Truth. 

Undoubtedly  one  of  the  ftrongeft  Prejudices 
again  ft  it  hath  arifen  from  the  abfurd,  and  of- 
ten hurtful  Mixtures,  with  which,  from  Time 
to  Time,  it  hath  been  corrupted,  either  by  mif^ 
taken  or  defigning  Men.  Thefe  have  tempted 
many  to  reje<ft  the  whole,  good  and  bad  pro- 
mifcuoullyj  without  feparating  what  was  of  God 
from  what  was  of  Man.  Now,  were  every 
Thing  elfe  to  be  treated  in  this  Manner,  not  one 
of  the  righteft  Principles  of  Behaviour,  or  the 
molt  valuable  Bleffings  of  Life,  could  poffibly 
efcape.  For  what  is  there  on  Earth,  that  hath 
not  been  frequently  mifun^lerilood,  perverted 

and 
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and  abufed,  both  by  Weaknefs  and  Wickednefs? 
It  is  therefore  the  groiTeft  Partiality,  not  to  di- 
ftinguim  in  the  Cafe  of  Religion,  when  we  do 
it  in  every  other  :  indeed,  not  to  be  as  zealous 
for  every  real  Part  of  it,  (for  they  are  all  highly 
ufeful)  as  againft  the  Corruptions  it  hath  unhap- 
pily undergone.     And  yet,  even  in  a  Country 
where  it  is  the  pureft,  fome  can  allow  themfelves 
to  talk,  as  if  it  were   Fraud  and   Impofition 
throughout :  can  gratify  their  Vanity,  defend 
their  Vices,  or  ferve  their  Interefts,  by  infill- 
ing confidently  on  the  moil  groundlefs  and  ex- 
ploded Objections ;  fometimes  againft  all  Reve- 
rence to  Him  who  created  them  j  often  againft 
the  Revelation  he  hath  made  to  them :  nay,  can 
flight  it  as  intirely,  without  being  acquainted 
with  the  Shadow  of  an  Objection,  as  if  they  had 
the  ftrongeft  in  the  World  :  think  it  a  Reafon 
abundantly  fufficient,  that  they  fee  others  of 
good  Figure  do  fo  :  and  at  laft,  perhaps,  fet 
themfelves  to  make  it  their  Scorn,  without  hav- 
ing once  confidered  in  earneft,  whether  they 
ought  not  to  have  made  it  the  Rule  and  Com- 
fort of  their  Lives. 

This  is  going  great  Lengths ;  yet  not  abib- 
lutely  the  greateft  of  all.  For  it  hath  happened 
too  commonly,  that  thofe  very  Things,  for  which 

Religion 
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Religion  ought  to  be  honoured  moft,  have  beeri 
the  true  Caules  of  Mens  oppofmg  and  forfaking 
it.  The  'jews,  for  Inftance,  were  difgufted 
with  theirs>  becaufe  it  was  too  fpiritual  and  re- 
fined for  them,  We,  indeed,  who  are  bleffed 
with  one  yet  more  fo,  may  be  tempted  to  find 
the  contrary  Fault  with  that  of  Mofes.  But 
think  what  the  Worlhip  of  the  World  was  at 
that  Time :  Worfhip  of  the  Sun,  Moon  and 
Stars  ;  brute  Beafts,  Stocks  and  Stones  -,  Altars 
tinder  every  green  Tree,  and  upon  every  high 
Hill ;  Ceremonies  numberlefs,  unmeaning,  im- 
modeft,  inhuman.  How  prodigious  a  Refor- 
mation was  it  then,  to  introduce,  inflead  of 
thefe  mifchievous  Abfurdities,  the  Adoration  of 
one  only  invilible  Being,  the  Maker  of  all 
Things  !  and  the  Offering  of  Sacrifices  to  him 
in  one  only  Temple  upon  Earth  ;  with  Rites 
and  Obfervances;  few  in  Comparifon,  and  di- 
rectly pointed  againft  Idolatry  and  SuperfH- 
tion  !  But  what  was  really  the  Merit  of  their 
Religion,  was  the  Ground  of  their  Clamour 
againft  it :  Make  us  Gods  to  go  before  us  d  >  let  us 
have  Deities,  that  we  can  fee  and  feel,  to  carry 
along  with  us ;  was  the  Cry  of  the  People  <  and 
whenever  they  forfook  the  Lord,  it  was  for 

d  Esod.  xxxii.  i,  23 w 
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thefe  more  fubftantial  Objects  of  Devotion. 
This  may  feem  unaccountable  enough ;  and 
yet,  amongft  ourfelves,  Converts  are  frequently 
made  to  a  Communion,  one  of  whofe  chief 
Recommendations  muft  be,  that  it  ftrikes  the 
Senfes,  with  Images  and  Formalities,  Pomp  and 
Shew. 

But,  as  fome  are  prejudiced  againft  true  Reli- 
gion for  being  too  rational ;  many,  it  may  be 
feared,  are  averfe  to  it  for  being  too  moral.  As 
long  as  Piety  can  be  made,  in  any  Shape,  con- 
fiftent  with  Sin ;  whether  by  trufting  in  Faith 
without  Works,  or  fubfKtuting  Works  of  no 
Value  for  thofe  of  real  Value ;  or  abounding  in 
fome  one  Sort  of  Duties,  inftead  of  honeftly 
pra6tifmg  every  Sort ;  fo  long  it  may  be  born 
with.  But  if  the  Teachers  of  it  will  afTert  and 
prove,  and  attempt  to  convince  Mankind,  that 
no  one  can  be  pious,  without  being  uniformly 
virtuous;  then  there  remains  no  Poflibility 
of  compromifing  Matters  :  but,  if  Religion 
will  give  no  Quarter  to  Vice,  the  vicious  mull 
give  no  Quarter  to  Religion:  a  very  bad  In- 
ducement, I  own,  but  a  very  flrong  one ;  and 
it  deferves  careful  Reflection,  whether  a  princi- 
pal Reafon,  why  Chriftianity  is  now,  more 
than  ever,  difregarded,  be  not  this ;  that  now, 

more 
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more  than  ever,  lince  the  primitive  Ages,  it 
is  fo  preached,  as  to  leave  no  Room  for  be- 
ing godly  and  wicked  at  once.  But,  how- 
ever this  be,  there  appears,  in  general,  but  too 
much  Danger,  indeed  but  too  much  Experi- 
ence, that  Men  may  be  tired  even  of  true  Re- 
ligion ;  that  it  mayjeem  evil  unto  them,  to  ferine 
the  Lord  their  God.  Therefore  the  Text  con- 
tains, 

II.  An  Admonition,  that  fuch,  as  are  dif- 
pofed  to  throw  off  the  Bonds  of  Duty  to  their 
Maker,  would  think  ferioufly,  what  Sort  of 
Change  they  are  about  to  venture  up0n,  and 
how  they  hope  to  be  Gainers  by  it. 

No  other  Courfe,  that  they  can  take,  fo 
much  as  promifes  any  Good  with  refpect  to  a 
future  State  :  yet  they  mufl  own  there  may  be 
one :  nay,  if  God  be  either  juil,  or  wife,  or 
good,  or  true,  there  will ;  and  if  there  be,  it 
is  the  moil  important  Intereir.  we  have,  or  can 
have,  to  be  happy  in  it  :  yet  Nothing,  but 
Religion,  provides  againfl  our  being  mifer- 
able  in  it.  A  Confideraticn,  which  takes 
little  Time  to  exprefs  ;  but  very  few  fpend 
enough  in  thinking  of  it :  for  what  are  tiie 
poor  Pleafures  of  this  (hort  Life,  compared 
with  the  Joys  or  the  Pains  of  Eternity  ?  But 

even 
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even  as  to  the  prefent  World,  how  much  Free- 
dom foever  bad  Men  may  affect,  fome  Mailer 
they  muft  ferve  ;  fome  Reftraints  they  mufl  be 
under,  and  fome  Mortifications  they  mufl  go 
through.  Confider  the  Purfuits  of  the  felfifh 
and  ambitious  •>  are  not  they  obliged  to  fup- 
prefs  their  Inclinations,  and  contradict  their 
PafTions,  in  a  thoufand  Inilances,  to  carry  the 
fingle  Point  of  their  worldly  Advantage  ?  Con- 
fider the  Indulgences  of  the  voluptuous  and  in- 
temperate, the  Sallies  and  Flights  of  the  wild 
and  extravagant :  we  are  apt  to  fay  indeed,  that 
they  deny  themfelvee  Nothing :  but  is  it  true  ? 
Are  there  not  Multitudes  of  Things,  that  all  of 
them  wifh  for,  and  cannot  have:  and  frill  greater 
Multitudes,  in  Proportion  as  they  give  their 
Wifhes  a  larger  Scope  ?  Is  any  poffible  Scheme 
of  Life  to  be  carried  on,  without  Self-denial  in 
fome  Thing  or  other  ?  Or,  if  Men  can,  and  will, 
do  jufl  as  they  pleafe  at  firfl ;  what  comes  of 
it  ?  Is  it  not  the  perpetual  Confequence,  that 
they  mufl  furFer  for  it  at  lafl;  and  bear  much  the 
heavier  Burthen,  after  a  Time,  becaufe  they  fet 
out  with  the  Refolution  of  bearing  none  ? 

If  therefore  every  Method,  we  can  pitch  on, 
hath  at  leafl,  either  its  Reftraints,  or  its  Suf- 
ferings j  and  probably  both  :  which  are  moil 

VOL.  II.  D  rea- 
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reafonable?  which  are  moft  beneficial?  Thofe 
of  Religion  and  Morals ;  or  thofe  of  the  various 
Mailers,  which,  on  departing  from  Religion 
and  Morals,  we  muil  obey?  It  concerns  us  high- 
ly, in  fuch  a  Queftion,  not  to  flatter  ourfelves, 
and  take  Things  for  granted ;  not  to  guefs,  and 
run  the  Rifque,  but  to  examine  and  choofe : 
whereas  the  Misfortune  is,  Men  enter  upon  a 
Courfe,  and  follow  it  their  whole  Lives,  with- 
out ever  deliberately  chufing  it  at  all :  halting,  as 
the  Prophet  expreiTes  it,  between  tivo  Opinions  dy 
whilil  they  proceed  in  one  Tenor  of  Practice ; 
and  that,  the  wror»  one.  For  the  unfafe  one 
is  certainly  the  wrong:  and,  unlefs  Religion 
cannot  be  true,  neither  Impiety,  nor  Immorality, 
can  be  fecure.  Whoever  therefore  allows  him- 
felf  in  either,  ought  before-hand  to  know  very 
certainly,  what  is  impomble  .to  know  (for  we 
cannot  know  Things  to  be  true,  which  are 
falfe  -,)  firft,  that  Nothing  remains  to  be  hoped 
or  feared  in  another  Life  :  and  then,  that 
Wickednefs  bids  faireft  for  Happinefs  in  this. 

Too  many  indeed  appear  to  think  the  latter 
Point,  at  leaf}:,  a  very  clear  one.  But  remem- 
ber, the  Inquiry  is  not  merely,  what  will 

*  l  Kings  xviii.  21. 
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afford  us  moft Pleafure  jufl  at  theprefent;  or  even 
for  a  few  Years ;  though  it  is  feldom,  that  the 
vicious  find  Reafon  to  applaud  their  own  Con- 
dud:  fo  long  :  but  what  will  continue  to  pleafe, 
what  will  give  us  the  Advantage  upon  theWhole, 
taking  inward  Satisfaction  into  the  Account,  as 
well  as  outward  .Gratifications ;  and  not  only 
delight  us  in  the  firft  and  fmalleft  Part  of  the 
Journey  of  Life,  but  fupport  us  in  the  Remain- 
der, that  needs  it  moll ;  and  enable  us  to  con- 
clude it  with  Comfort  and  Credit.   That  aban- 
doned Wickednefs  cannot  do  this,  every  one, 
who  thinks  and  obferves,  muft  fee ;  and  they 
who  do  not,  will  foon  feel.     Some  therefore 
contrive  to  take  a  middle  Way  :  indulge  them- 
felves  beyond  Virtue,    yet  reflrain  themfelves 
fhort  of  Pronigatenefs.    And  undoubtedly  there 
would  be  lefs  Guilt  in  this,  if  it  were  not,  that 
being  fo  deliberately  guilty  is  a  great  Aggra-  - 
vation.     There  may  alfo  fewer  worldly  Incon- 
veniences follow  from  it :    but   (till,   if  great 
Deviations  from  Duty  lead  to  great  Mifchiefs  ; 
the  fmaller  muft,  in  Proportion,  lead  to  fome. 
And  befides,  they,  who  intended  to  go  but  a 
little  out  of  the  Way,  are  almoft  always  .either 
invited,  or  driven,  gradually  farther  and  far- 
ther :  and  can  never  know  before-hand,  where 
D  2  the/ 
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they  fhall  flop.  Indeed  what  is  there  to  flop 
them  ?  Defires  multiply  and  flrengthen.  Duty 
is  out  of  the  Queflion.  Prudence  grows  ac- 
cuftonied  to  fubmit :  perhaps  falls  low  enough, 
to  advife  covering  one  Sin  with  another.  What 
now  fhall  keep  fuch  Peribns  back  from  any 
Crime?  A  Principle  of  Honour,  it  may  poffibly 
be  laid.  And  true  Honour,  fofaras  it  goes,  is  a 
noble  Principle  indeed.  It  is  uniform  Virtue, 
adorned  with  Dignity  of  Manners,  with  Atten- 
tion to  every  Thing  praife- worthy  and  amiable, 
and  Scorn  of  every  Thing  bafe  and  mean  ;  judg- 
ing what  is  fo,  by  Reafon  and  Truth,  not  vul- 
gar Opinion.  But  the  falfe  Honour  of  the  vici- 
ous is  an  airy  Phantom,  changeable  as  Fancy  and 
Fafhion  vary,  that  permits  in  Multitudes  of 
Inftances,  and  requires  in  fome,  the  wickedefr., 
the  cruelleft,  the  abfurdeft  Behaviour  ;  and  fets 
Men  up  for  Objects  of  Refbed,  that  have  no  one 
good  Quality,  merely  becaufe  theyprofefs  calling 
to  Account  whoever  fhall  fail  of  the  Regard  they 
demand,  or  afcribe  to  them  any  bad  Quality, 
which  they  do  not  care  to  own.  It  can  never 
be,  that  fo  wretched  a  Counterfeit  as  this 
fhould  be  the  Guide  of  Life.  There  is  therefore 
none  to  be  trufled  to,  if  Virtue  be  rejected ; 
and  Virtue,  without  Religion,  neither  is  com- 
plete, 
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plete,  nor  will  be  effectual.  If  other  Superiors 
and  Benefactors  are  intitled  to  Reverence,  God 
is.  If  outward  Expreffions  of  Reverence  are  to 
be  fliewn  them,  they  are  to  be  fhewn  Him : 
both  to  preferve  it  alive  in  our  own  Minds,  and 
tofpread  it  around  us.  And  if  any  Expreffions 
of  it  are  due,  thofe  which  he  hath  appointed 
are  due.  Paying  fuch  Regard  to  God,  joined 
with  Attendance  on  proper  Inflruction,  mufl 
naturally  produce  a  ferious  Care,  to  abflain  from 
every  Thing  injurious,  to  do  every  Thing  bene- 
ficial, in  human  Life ;  as  not  only  our  indif- 
penfable  Obligation,  but  our  moil  important 
Intereft.  And  what  other  Motive  can  either  ex- 
tend fo  far,  or  influence  fo  flrongly  ?  If  then 
there  be  any  Need,  that  the  World  mould  grow 
better,  or  not  grow  worfe;  that  Men  mould  live 
together  innocently  and  ufefully  :  have  Com- 
fort under  Afflictions  in  this  Life,  or  look  for 
eternal  Bleflednefs  in  the  next :  Principles  of 
Piety  mutt  be  encouraged.  Nay,  could  we 
poffibly  be  content  to  give  up  all  thefe  Advan- 
tages, there  would  ftill  remain  other  Conlidera- 
tions  of  greatWeight  on  the  fame  Side.  Though 
we  may  throw  off  Religion  fo  far  as  not  to  be 
governed  by  its  Precepts  :  we  fhall  be  made,  on 
that  very  Account,  from  Time  to  Time,  ex- 
D  3  tremely 
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tremely  uneafy  by  its  Threatenings  :  and  the 
Confequence  of  not  obeying  God  as  Children, 
will  be  dreading  him  as  Criminals.  What  if 
here  and  there  a  few  profefs  to  have  got  oveu 
thefe  Fears?  Perhaps  inwardly  they  know  the 
Contrary  :  or,  however,  they  come  to  know  it 
when  they  leaft  think  of  it  ;  or,  could  they  be 
fure  never  more  to  experience  them  on  Earth, 
they  will  too  foon  feel  furer  and  greater  Tor- 
ments in  Hell,  for  having  thus  wickedly  hard- 
ened their  Hearts.  But  Mankind  in  general  can- 
hot  get  over  the  Fear  of  God.  Some  Religion 
they  muft  and  will  have  :  and  the  only  Quef- 
tion  is,  whether  it  mail  be  a  good  and  true, 
or  a  falie  and  bad  one.  Jofiua  therefore  puts 
the  Matter  to  the  yews  in  a  perfectly  juft 
Light :  Ifitjeem  evil  unto  you  to  ferve  the  Lord, 
choofe  you  whom  you  will  Jerve :  'whether  the 
Gods  which  your  Fathers  ferved  that  were  on 
the  other  Side  of  the  Flood  ^  or  the  Gods  of  the 
Amor  it  es,  in  whoje  Land  ye  dwell.  It  is  true 
the  Israelites  were  prone  to  SuperfKtion :  we 
are  inclined  to  Profanenefs ;  and  therefore  may 
feem  in  no  Danger  of  the  oppofite  Extreme. 
But  univerfal  Profanenefs,  and  total  Unbelief, 
never  fubfifled  long  any  where,  and  never  will : 
the  World  could  not  bear  it :  and  the  human 

Mind 
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Mind  hath  a  natural  Bent  the  other  Way.  You 
have  ieen  this  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Jews.     What 
was  that  of  the  Gentiles,  when  they  forfook 
the  Truth-?  That  becaufe,  when  they  knew  God, 
they  glorified  him  not  as  God,  neither  were  thank- 
ful; they- became  vain  in  their  Imaginations,  and 
their  foolijh  Heart  was  darkened,  till  they  changed 
,fbe  Glory  of  the  incorruptible  God  into  an  Image 
made  like  unto  corruptible  Man,  and  Birds,  and 
four- footed  Beajis,  and  creeping  Things e. 

We  of  the  prefent  Age  indeed  cannot  well  go 
thus  far  afc  once :  but  by  how  eafy  Steps  may  we 
come  to  it !  Were  not  our  Forefathers  near  it, 
but  a  little  more  than  Two  Hundred  Years  ago  : 
worfhipping,  with  more  Zeal  than  they  did  their 
Maker,  Images  of  pretended  Sain-j^,  many  of 
whom  had  lived  and  died  great  Sinners,  and 
addreffing  Prayers  to  them  in  a  Language  they 
did  not  underftand  ?  Now  the  fame  high  Road, 
that  of  Popery,  is  open  yet.  And  will  not 
Numbers  be  inclined  to  take  it,  if  they  can  be 
perfuaded,  from  what  they  fee,  that  the  Pro- 
fefiion  of  the  Proteftant  Religion  is  the  direct 
Way- to  the  Profeffion  of  no  Religion  at  all  ? 
When  public  Worfhip  and  Inflrudtion  are  once 
(kierted,  or  attended  on  with  vifible  Indifference 

c  Rom.  i.  21—24. 
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and  Contempt;  when  Perfons  are  taught  No* 
thing,  and  guarded  againft  Nothing  ;  will  they 
not  of  Courfe  be  in  Danger  of  every  Thing  ? 
And  have  we  not  Seducers  amongft  us  in  every 
Corner,  trained  up  with  the  moft  artful  Subtlety, 
to  work  on  the  Ignorance  of  fome,  the  Guilt 
of  others,  the  private  Intereft  of  a  third  Sort ; 
to  lead  them  over  unto  a  Communion,  that, 
hath  corrupted  the  Notions  of  Piety,  and  weak- 
ened the  Bonds  of  moral  Obligation  -,  done 
infinite  Mifchief  to  Mankind  by  Tyranny,  Per- 
fidy and  Cruelty  ;  and  muft  be  an  eternal  Foe, 
whatever  it  may  fometimes  pretend,  to  that 
happy  Eflablimment  of  Truth  and  Liberty, 
which  may  God  preferve  to  us  and  ours  ?  Who- 
ever therefore  hath  a  Drea'd  of  Snperflition,  Bi- 
gotry and  Slavery,  fhould  be  zealous  in  the 
highefl  Degree  for  pure  Religion,  and  if  ever  he 
would  have  his  Zeal  effectual,  mint  exprefs  it 
in  the  fame  Manner,  that  we  find  in  the 

Hid  Part  of  the  Text,  the  Jewifh  Chief  did  >, 
by  refolving,  that,  whatever  others  do,  he  and 
his  Houje  ivi/IJerve  the  Lord. 

Fear  of  Singularity  hath  a  moil  powerful  In- 
fluence on  Mankind  :  and,  in  Matters  nearly 
indifferent,  it  is  very  ufeful  that  it  mould.  But 
in  Points  of  Importance ;  our  Concern  is,  to  act 

as 
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as  we  ought  ourfelves,  let  thofe  around  us  act  as 
they  will  :   take  all  the  innocent  Care  we  can, 
neither  to  provoke  their  Anger  nor  Contempt ; 
but  ftill  do  the  right  Thing,  and  ftand  by  it  : 
preferring  the  Teftimony  of  our  own  Hearts, 
that  we  deferve  Approbation,  before  receiving 
from  Men  ever  fo  much  of  it.    But  efpecially 
in  Religion,  both  Reafon  and  Scripture  dictate 
this  Behaviour.     And  yet  many,  who  can  even 
affect  to  be  fingular  in  Trifles  and  Follies,  have 
fuch  a  cowardly  Fear  of  being  thought  fo  in  the 
Cafe  of  ferioufiy  profefling  Religion,  where  it 
would  be  truly  honourable,  and  they  would  in 
Fact  be  honoured  for  it,  perhaps  even  by  their 
prefent  Acquaintance,  or  at  leaft  by  better  whom 
they  might  chufe,  and  by  the  World  in  general  -, 
that,  to  avoid  this  imagined  Evil,  they  will  incur 
the  moil  real  ones,  a  guilty  Confcience  in  this 
World,  and  the  Wrath  of  their  Maker  in  the  ' 
next.     If  this  be  not  contemptible  Weaknefs, 
what  is  ?  And  if  it  be,  ferving  the  JLord,  let 
ever  fo  few  do  it,  is  true  Wifdom. 

But  then  it  mult  be  obferved,  that,  though 
every  Degree  of  genuine  Regard  to  God  will 
produce  to  us  proportionable  Benefits,  and  pre- 
ferve  us  in  fome  Degree  from  Sufferings;  yet  the 
Life  and  Immortality,  promifedin  the  Gofpel,  can 

be 
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be  attained,  and,  where  it  is  faithfully  preached, 
eternal  Punimments  can  be  avoided,  only  by 
Obedience  to  the  Terms  propofed  in  theGofpel. 
The  Dodrines,  therefore,  which  God  hath  re- 
vealed there,  plain  or  myfierioiis,  mirft  be  re- 
ceived with  humble  Faith ;  the  Duties  he  hath 
enjoined  there,  moral  or  pofitive,  muft  be  ob- 
ferved  with  pious  Reverence  ;  and  our  Hope  of 
future  Happinefs  mufl  be  placed,  not  in  the 
Merit,  either  of  our  own  good  Works,  for 
without  the  Grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit  we  cannot 
do  any-  o/:of  our  own  Repentance,  for  being 
forry  that  Y/e  have  finned  is  not  being  innocent  •> 
but  folely  in  the  Divine  Mercy  through  our 
blefled  Redeemer,  who  died  for  us  that  we 
might  live  to  Him.  And,  how  much  foever 
thefe  Rules  may  be  overlooked  or  defpifed  in 
the  World,  yet  he  hath  repeatedly  allured  us, 
with  uncommon  Strength  of  Expreilion,  that  our 
not  bting  ajhamedof  him  and  bis  Words,  of  which 
thefe  are  Part,  is  an  indiipenfable  Condition  of 
his  not  being  "afianied  cf  us  at  the  great  Day  f. 
But  ferving  the  Lord,  as  good  Chriftians  our- 
felves,  is  not  fufficient,  when  we  are  intrufled 
with  others  alfo.  Now,  in  fome  Degree,  we  are 
intrufled  with  all  who  are  placed  under  our  In-» 

f  Mark  viii.  38. 
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fkierice,  efpecially  if  they  be  under  our  Autho- 
rity too :  and  God,  with  Juftice,  expects  every 
one  to  do  the  Good,  which  he  hath  given  him 
Abilities  for  doing :  for,  conferring  them,  is  the 
higheft  Honour  he  can  beflow  on  his  Creatures ; 
and  uiing  them,  is  the  nobleft  Way  of  at  once 
obeying  and  refembling  our  Creator.  But,  not 
to  exceed  the  Limits  of  domeftic  Life,  to  which 
the  Text  points  our  View :  Parents  are,  by 
Nature  and  Scripture,  intrufbed  with  their  Chil- 
dren :  bound  in  Conference  to  endeavour,  that 
the  Being,  which  they  have  given  them,  prove 
not  a  miferable  one  :  bound  in  Prudence  to  pro- 
vide, that,  when  they  grow  up,  they  may  be  a 
Comfort  and  a  Credit  to  them,  not  a  Shame 
and  a  Curfe.  And  yet,  how  commonly  is  the 
ornamental  and  fuperficial  Part  of  their  Educa- 
tion the  only  one  attended  to  ?  Perhaps  a  flight 
Form  of  catechetical  Inftruction,  and  a  Prayer 
or  two  are  learnt  by  Rote,  as  a  Talk  in  their 
Childhood,  for  mere  Form's  Sake,  and  perhaps 
not :  but,  after  that,  very  little  Care  taken  in 
teaching  them  Rules  of  common  Prudence;  lefs 
ftill  in  giving  them  any  confident  Principles  of 
Morals ;  none  at  all  in  binding  them  down  to 
both,  by  a  ferious  inward  Senfe  of  Religion;  of 
the  Purity  of  God's  Law;  their  Depravity,  and 
4  Need 
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Need  of  a  Redeemer  and  Sanctifier;   the  Im- 
portance of  ChrhTs  Ordinances,  without  which, 
nothing  will  be  inwardly,  or  often  outwardly, 
fuch  as  it  ought :  and  then,  at  laft,  either  great 
Surprize  and  Anger  is  exprefTed,  at  their  coming 
out,  what  it  muft  be  expe&ed  they  fhould  :  or 
elfe  their  Ruin  is  ftupidly  acquiefced  in,  as  un- 
avoidable from  the  Beginning:  and  Men  fit 
down  contented,  that  they  who  are  ncareft,  and 
ought  to  be  dearer!  to  them,  jfhall  be  wicked, 
and  wretched,  and  defpicable  3  or,  however  they 
efcape  here,  undone  to  Eternity. 
'   But  not  only  our  Children  mould  be  led  to 
efteem  and  pradtife  the  Obligations   of  Piety, 
but  our  Servants  and  Dependants.     We  cannot 
indeed  force  them  to  it,-  and  we  need  not.   But 
we  can   give  them  Opportunity,  and  Advice, 
and  Encouragement :  we  can  remove  the  ob- 
fHnately  bad,  to  preferve  the  reft-:  we  can  put 
the  Inftruction  of  good  Books  in  their  Way : 
we  can  call  them  to  Family-Devotions,  from 
the  lamentable  Omiffion  of  which  Duty,  a  very 
great   Part  of  our  Sins  and  Follies  proceeds  ; 
and  we  can  likewife  bring  fome  of  them  at  one 
Time,  and    fend   the   reft  at  another,  to  the 
Houfe  of  God.     It  is  very  true,  praying  and 
reading  -at  Home,  and  going  to  Church,  are 

neither 
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neither  the  Whole  nor  the  Main  of  their  Duty  ; 
and  they  will  be  faithfully  told  fo,  when  they 
come  here.  But  thefe  are  Parts  of  the  firft  and 
great  Commandment,  Regard  to  Him  that  made 
us ;  and  they  are  fuch  Parts  as,  if  they  neglect, 
they  will  too  eafily  think  they  may  as  well 
neglect  the  reft.  .  Moft  of  them  would  be  .glad 
of  this  kind  Attention  to  them ;  all  of  them 
would  refpect  us  for  it:  and,  were  ever  fo  many 
of  them  indifferent  about  it,  or  worfe,  ought  it 
to  be  an  Affair  indifferent  to  us  ?  When  poor, 
ignorant,  thoughtlefs  Creatures  come  to  live 
under  our  Roof;  is  it  ChrifUan,  is  it  human,  to 
let  them  go  on,  juft  as  they  will,  to  their  own 
Deftruction  of  Body  and  Soul  ?  They  contri- 
bute a  great  deal  to  our  Happinefs  :  why  mould 
not  we  contribute,  iince  we  fo  ealily  may,  in 
this  important  Point,  to  theirs  ?  But  indeed  is 
not  our  own,  prefent  as  well  as  future,  deeply, 
concerned  in  it  too  ?  Our  Eafe,  our  Characters, 
our  Fortunes,  our  Lives*  depend  on  the  Ho- 
nefty,  the  Veracity,  the  Sobriety,  the  Diligence, 
of  thofe  about  us.  And  what  can  fecure  thefe 
Qualities  in  them  fo  well,  as  their  being  per- 
fuaded,  that  God  requires  them  at  their  Hands, 
and  will  treat  them,  as  they  treat  us  ?  Wrere 
this  Motive  weaker  than  it  is,  no  real  one  ought 

to 
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to-be  defpifed.  Loud  Complaints  of  the  ill 
Behaviour  of  the  lower  Part  of  the  World,  are 
made  continually;  but  whom  have  the  upper 
Part  to  thank  for  it  but  themfelves,  if  they 
take  no  Care  to  prevent  or  mend  it  ?  With  the 
beft  Care,  it  will  happen  too  frequently ;  but, 
without  it,  what  elfe  can  happen  ? 

Upon  the  Whole,  it  is  aftonifhing,  that  any, 
who  pretend  to  be  good,  can  fail  to  endeavour, 
that  their  Children  and  Servants  may  be  reli- 
gious ;  when  not  a  few,  confefTedly  bad,  take 
fuch  Precautions  as  they  can  to  make  them  bet- 
ter than  they  are  willing  to  be  themfelves. 
And  undoubtedly  this  is  very  prudent,  ib  far  as 
it  goes.  But,  as  the  Prudence  of  fuch  People  is 
throughout  eilentially  defective,  fo  this  In- 
ftance  of  it,  ordinarily  fpeaking,  can  go  but  a 
very  little  Way.  For  what  Likelihood  is  there, 
that  a  few  right  Exhortations,  or  Directions, 
.from  the  Head  of  a  Family,  will  make  the 
Members  of  it  modefl  and  fober,  juft  and  regu- 
lar 3  while  his  Example  authorizes  them  to  be 
lewd  and  intemperate,  unjufc  and  diforderly  ?  Or 
that  fending  therrr  to  Church  will  teach  them 
to  reverence  God  5  whilit,  perhaps,  the  Table- 
talk  that  they  hear  daily,  teaches  them  to  de- 
fpife  him  ?  Our  Conduct  therefore  muft  be  all 

of 
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of  a  Piece;  elfe  we  lhall  neither  fucceed,  nor 
will  it  avail  us  to  our  own  eternal  Happinefs,  if 
we  do.  But  let  us  rlrfl  refolve  to  ferve  God 
ourfelves ;  and  then  we  may  infift,  that  they 
who  belong  to  us  fliall,  both  with  a  good 
Grace,  and  good  Hope  of  his  Bleffing  :  to  which 
we  cannot  acquire  a  flronger  Title,  than  by 
that  Method,  which  procured,  as  we  read  in 
Scripture,  to  the  Father  of  the  Faithful  and  his 
Defcendants,  a  Benediction  fo  diftinguiflied,  both 
temporal  and  fpiritual :  Abraham  flail furely  be- 
come a  great  and  mighty  Nation,  and  all  the  Na- 
tions of  the  Earth  ft  all  be  bleffed  in  him.  For  I 
know  him,  that  he  will  command  his  Children  and 
his  Houflold  after  him,  and  they  foall  keep  the 
Way  of  the  Lord,  to  do  Juftice  and  Judgement, 
that  the  Lord  may  bring  upon  Abraham  that, 
which  he  hath  fpoken  of  him g. 


i  Gen.  xviii.  18, 
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MATT*  xxii.  37,  38. 

jfefus  faid  unto  him,  Cth6u  foalt  love  the  Lord 
thy  God  with  all  thy  Hearty  and  with  all  thy 
Soul,  and  with  all  thy  Mind. 

tfbis  is  the  firft  and  great  Commandment  ± 

THESE  Words  contain  the  former  Part  of 
our  blefTed  Lord's  Anfwer  to  the  Quef- 
tion,  Mafter,  w^hich  is  the  great  Commandment  in  the 
Law  ?  It  was  put  to  him  by  one  of  the  Scribes 
or  Lawyers,  the  authorized  Inftructors  of  the 
People,  tempting  him :  that  is,  defigning  to  make 
Trial  of  his  Knowledge,  and  the  Soundnefs  of 
his  Doctrine.  For  the  Man's  Intention  plainly 
appears  to  have  been  no  worfe  than  this,  from 
his  immediate  Approbation  of  our  Saviour's 
Judgement ;  and  the  gracious  Afiurance  he  re- 
ceived in  Return,  that  he  was  not  far  from  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  as  we  read  in  the  parallel 
Place  of  St.  Mark  \ 

•  Mark  xii.  34. 

VOL,  IL  E  Which 
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Which  of  the  Commandments  is  the  great- 
eft,  may  feem  to  us  a  Queftion  of  more  Curi- 
ofity  than  Importance :  becaufe  undoubtedly 
the  leafl,  as  well  as  the  greateft,  ought  to  be 
obferved.  Yet  ftill  it  was  a  Point  of  fome  Con- 
fequence  in  itfelf :  fmce  two  Precepts  might 
interfere ;  and  Men  be  obliged  to  omit  one  in 

.  order  to  obey  the  other  :  now  in  fuch  Cafes  it 

'•'  • 

was  material  to  know,  which  they  ihould  pre- 
fer.    But  the  Notions  entertained  amongft  the 
Jews  increafed  the  Neceffity  of  a  right  Decifion 
of  this  Doubt b.     They  divided  the  Injunctions 
of  the  Law,  as  appears  from  their  Books  yet 
remaining,  into  weighty  and  light  ones.    The 
former,  they  held,  a  Man  muft  keep  ftrictly, 
if  he  would  enter  into  Life  c  eternal :  but  the  lat- 
ter, fome  of  them  affirmed,  had  only  a  fmall 
Recompence  belonging  to  them,  and  that   in 
this  World ;  fo  that  a  Man  might  neglect  them, 
©ne  Rabbi  faith   trample  upon   them,    without 
much  Danger.     Nay,  there  were  Teachers  of 
coniiderable  Reputation   amongft-  them,  who 
.aflerted,  that  God  had  given  his  People  fo  great 
a  Number  of  Precepts  with  this  View,  that,  by 
obferv-ing  any  one,  meaning  probably  any  of 
the   weighty  ones,  they  might  obtain    Salva- 

h  Vid.  Schoetgenii  Hor.  Heb.  &  Talm.  in  loc.     c  Matth.  xix.  1 7. 
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tiond.  This  was  very  bad:  but. their  Opinions, 
which  were  the  weighty  ones,  made  it  worfe 
yet.  Some  infilled  that  thole  alone  were  weigh- 
ty, the  Tranfgreffors  of  which,  it  was  exprefsly 
threatened  in  the  Law,  mould  be  cut  off;  and 
alt  the  reft  light.     Some  held  the  third  Com- 
mandment, fome  the  fifth,  fome  the  Obferva- 
tion  of  the  Sabbath,  fome  that  of  Circumcifion, 
to  be  the  weighti eft*     In  our  Saviour's  Time, 
if'Teems  by  the  Reply  which  the1  Scribe  made 
him,  that  Sacrificing  was  commonly  thought 
the  principal  Article  of  the  Law.     And  indeed 
many  Paflages,  not  only  in  the  Gofpels,  but  in 
the  Prophets,'  evidently  fliew,  thcitrthe  Nation 
in  general"  were  fond  of  exalting  the  ceremoni- 
al Precepts  above  the  moral  ones,  becaufe  they 
found  them  lefs  difagreeablc.     In  themfclves, 
it  mud:   be  owned,   the  former  were  a  "heavy 
Yoke,  though   in  their  Circumftances  it  had 
long  been  a  needful  one.      But  to  bad  Men 
Nothing  is  fo  heavy,  as  reforming  their  Hearts 
and  Lives.     It  is  true,  their  Sacrifices,  and  all 
their  Obfervances,  rightly  interpreted,  required 
this,  in  order  to  their  final  Acceptance  with 
God.     But  the  outward  Act  being  a  Matter  of 
great  Form  and  Punctuality,  and  fometimes  E,x- 

d  Pocock  on  Hof.  xlvr  2.  cites  this  from  Ikkarim  1.  iii.  c.  29. 
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pence  too,  they  eafily  perfuaded  themfelves  of 
what  they  had  a  great  Mind  to  believe,  that  a 
fcrupulous  Performance  of  fuch  troublefome 
and  fhewifh  Duties  would  certainly  be  fuffici- 
ent,  whatever  their  inward  Difpolitions  and 
common  Behaviour  might  be.  Yet,  at  the 
fame  Time,  the  EJJenes,  no  inconfiderable  Seel; 
amongft  them,  though  affecting  Privacy,  and 
probably  therefore  not  appearing  in  the  Hifhory 
of  the  Gofpels,  ran  into  the  contrary  Extreme  : 
and,  prof  effing  great  Sanctity  of  Manners,  omit- 
ted the  Temple-Sacrifices  intirely  e. 

In  fuch  a  State  of  Things  as  this,  it  was  na- 
tural to  afk  the  Sentiments  of  fo  remarkable  a 
Teacher  as  our  blefTed  Lord :  and  very  impor- 
tant, both  for  the  Instruction  of  the  People 
and  for  his  own  Character,  that  he  mould  declare 
them.  Undoubtedly  he  had  now  a  fair  Oppor- 
tunity of  fecuring  the  Applaufe  of  the  Multi* 
tude  and  their  Leaders,  by  an  Anfwer  fuitable 
to  the  Notions  in  Vogue ;  inftead  of  gaining, 
as  he  did,  by  contradicting  them,  only  the 
lingle  Approbation  of  one  good  Man.  But  for 
this  Canfe  came  he  Into  the  World,  that  he  fhould 
bear  Witnefs  unto  the  Truth  f :  which  yet  he  did 

e  Philo,  Liber  quifquis  virtuti  itiulet,  vol.  ii.  p.  457.  ed  Mang. 
Jofeph.  Ant.  1,  xviii.  c.  i.  f  John  xviii.  37, 

with 
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with  fuch  Prudence,  as  never  to  prejudice  the 
leaft  Part  of  it  in  his  Zeal  for  the  greateft. 
When  he  blamed  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  for 
preferring  the  minuted:  of  ritual  Obfervances  to 
the  'weightier  Matters  of  the  Law,  Judgement, 
Mercy  and  Faith,  he  added  immediately,  Thefe 
ought  ye  to  have  done,  and  not  to  leave  the  other 
undone*.  In  the  Text  he  proceeds  with  the 
fame  Caution  :  and,  well  knowing  how  prone 
Men  are  to  draw  falfe  Confequences  from  the 
trueft  Doctrines,  not  content  with  deciding 
which  was  the  firjl  and  great  Commandment,  he 
aflures  them,  that  the  fecond,  a  very  com- 
preheniive  one,  was  of  the  fame  Nature  and 
Obligation  with  it :  nay,  for  yet  fuller  Secu- 
rity, fubjoins  a  Declaration,  that,  though  to 
thefe  were  fubordinate,  yet  with  thefe  were 
connected,  whatever  Things  elfe  the  Scripture 
had  required.  Jefusf aid  unto  him,  Thou  ft  alt  love 
the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  Heart,  and  with  all 
thy  Soul,  and  with  all  thy  Mind.  This  is  thefrft 
and  great  Commandment h.  And  the  fecond  is  like 
unto  it,  Thou  ft  alt  love  thy  Neighbour  as  thyfelf. 
On  thefe  two  Commandments  hang  all  the  Law 
and  the  Prophets'-.  Here  then  we  fee  the  whole 

8  Matth.  xxiii.  23. 

h  Aben  Ezra  faith,  the  Love  of  God   Is,  TTlSSn  73  EHO 
the  Root  of  all  the  Commandments,  Buxt.  Floril.  p.  278. 
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Syflcm  cf  our  Duty,  /landing  on  its  proper 
Foundation,  and  exhibited  to  our  View  in  its 
natural  Order :  beginning  with  the  Love  of 
God,  proceeding  to  the  Love  of  our  Fellow 
Creatures,  and  perfected  in  a  careful  Attention 
to  every  Regard  of  every  Kind  owing  to  either  -x 
which  we  cannot  pay,  without  a  virtuous  Go-r 
vernment  of  ourfelves. 

The  Love  of  God  is  the  Subject  to  be  ex> 
plained  at  prefent :  which  I  fhall  do  by  {hewing, 

I.  Its  Nature. 
II.  The  Importance  of  it  in  Point  of  Duty. 

III.  Its  Influence  on  our  Happinefs. 

IV.  The  Methods  which    infinite  Wjfdorri 
hath  employed,  to  cultivate  it  in  our  Minds. 

I.  Its  Nature. 

Various  Affections  cannot  fail  to  arife  in -our 
Hearts  from  contemplating  the  Attributes  and 
Actions  of  our  Maker.  His  Eternity  and  Pre- 
'  fence  every  where  mufl  needs  raife  in  us  Won- 
der and  Ailoniihment.  His  unbounded  Power 
and  Knowledge,  belides  increafmg  this  greatly, 
rnuil  alfo  fiJl  us  with  Appreheniions,  that  our 
Happinefs  or  Mifery  depends  on  his  Conduct 
towards  us..  But  there  is  no  determinate  Ground 
in  all  this  for  being  either  pieafcd  or  forry.  If 
then  we  confider  next,  that  the  fame  Being  is 

perfectly 
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perfectly  juft  and  righteous,  this  immediately 
gives  us  abfolute  Security,  fo  far  as  we  are  inno- 
cent ;  and  great  Comfort,  that  he,  who  can  do 
all  Things,  will  do  only  what  is  equitable.  It 
gives  us  Fear  indeed,  with  Reafon,  in  Cafes 
where  we  are  confcious,  as  in  Multitudes  we  all 
are,  of  ill  Defert.  But  fuch  Dread,  even  in  the 
guiltier!  of  Men,  mufl  be  accompanied  with  a 
real,  though  unwilling,  Approbation  of  the 
•Character  :  and  the  penitent  Concern  of  better 
Minds  will  be  attended  with  reverent  Efteem. 
Yet,  were  we  to  flop  here,  our  Veneration  for 
God  would  be  in-complete,  becaufe  there  jftill 
remains  a  more  valuable  and  engaging  Quality 
than  any  that  we  have  hitherto  been  afcribing 
to  him.  But  let  us  advance  one  Step  further  ; 
and  place  before  our  Eyes  the  univerfal  Bounty 
and  Mercy  of  cur  heavenly  Father,  proved  by 
the  plainest  Reafon,  experienced  in  the  Works  - 
of  his  Creation  and  the  Courfe  of  his  Provi- 
dence ;  but  exercifed  moft  fully  beyond  Com- 
parifon  in  the  unfpeakable  Bleflmg  of  our  Re- 
demption, and  revealed  to  us  moft  plainly  in  the 
Declarations  of  his  Holy  Word  :  then,  if  our 
Souls  have  any  Feeling,  there  will  fpring  up  in 
them,  lively  Sentiments  of  Complacency,  of 
Gratitude,  of  Love.  And  when  once  Goodnefs 
E  4.  hath 
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hath  made  the  Impreffion, every  other  Perfection 
of  his  Nature  will  both  flrengthen  it  inexpref- 
ilbly,  by  enabling  him  to  do  us  continually  all 
poffible  Acts  of  Kindnefs,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
regulate  it  duly,  by  a  proper  Temperature  of 
that  awful  Refpect,  with  which  our  tenderer! 
Affections  towards  the  High  and  Holy  one,  that 
inhabitetb  Eternity !,  ought  ever  to  be  intimately 
mixed. 

Such  then  is  the  Love  of  God.  And  as  our 
Senfe  of  the  Divine  Excellence  cannot  be  too 
ilrong,  but  mult  indeed  at  the  bell  fall  infi- 
nitely fhort  of  what  he  deferves  ;  we  are  com- 
manded to  love  him  'with  all  our  Hearty  with 
all  our  Soul,  and  -with  all  our  Mind-,  that  is,  with 
the  utmoft  Exertion  of  our  inward  Powers.  Not 
that  we  are  to  confine  our  whole  Affection  to 
him  :  for  it  follows,  T^hou  foalt  /ove  thy  Neigh- 
bour as  thyfelf.  Whatever  hath  any  Thing 
amiable  in  any  Degree,  we  ought,  as  far  as  we 
<an,  to  efteem  in  Proportion  :  and  confequently 
Him  beyond  Expreffion  moil,  who  hath  in  the 
higheft  Degree  poffible  every  Thing  that  can  ap- 
pear amiable  to  our  rational  Faculties,  duly  ex- 
ercifed.  All  Objects  therefore  are  to  be  exclud- 
#j,  fo  far  as  Attachments  to  them  would  be 

UfaUvii.  15. 
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inconfiftent  with  Devotednefs  to  our  Maker. 
Now  the  Worfhip  of  falfe  Deities  is  peculiarly 
inconfiftent  with  it.  And  for  that  Reafon  the 
Love  of  God,  when  prefcribed  to  the  yews  in 
the  Old  Teftament,  is  ufually  explained  by 
adhering  to  him  with  conjugal  Fidelity,  (for 
under  that  Image  it  is  often  expreffed)  in  Oppo- 
fition  to  his  Rivals,  the  Idols  of  the  Nations ; 
and  not  dividing  themfelves,  as  they  were  ex- 
tremely apt  to  do,  between  Jehovah  and  them. 
But  if,  inflead  of  thefe  Idols,  vfefet  uf  any  others 
in  our  Hearts*  -,  make  unlawful Pleafure, Power, 
Profit,  Refentment,  our  Deities  ;  this  alfo  is 
an  evident  Breach  of  the  Faith  which  we  have 
vowed  to  our  fovereign  gracious  Lord.  Nay, 
if  we  value  the  moft  allowable  Objects  of  De- 
fire  fo  highly,  as  to  forget  or  think  little  of  the 
Supreme  God,  we  flill  incur  the  fame  Kind 
of  Guilt.  For  we  ought  to  confider  whatever 
we  have  Caufe  to  love  beft,  as  beftowed  on  us 
by  his  Hand ;  and  therefore  as  a  Motive  to 
love  him  above  all,  from  whom  every  good  and 
perfect  Gift  comet  b  down '.  To  fay  indeed,  that 
we  ought  to  love  it  in  this  View  only,  as 
coming  from  him,  would  be  going  too  far : 
becaufe,  had  we  been  ignorant  of  God,  moft 

*  Ezek,  xiv.  3.  ]  James  i.  17. 

Things, 


58  SERMON      III. 

Things,  that  deferve  our  Liking  now,  would 
in  their  Degree  have  deferved  it  then.  But 
ftill,  the  more  we  attend  to  the  Goodnefs  of 
God  in  every  Thing,  without  neglecting  the 
inferior  Attentions  to  which  he  hath  bound  us, 
the  nearer  we  approach  towards  being  what  we 
ought. 

And  further,  the  more  affectionate  this  Re- 
gard to  him  on  all  Occafions  is,  the  better  it 
will  fuit,  not  only  the  Words  of  the  Com-* 
mandment,  but  the  Didates  of  Reafon  itfelf ; 
•which  clearly  teaches,  that  the  warmeft  Piety 
is  due  to  the  Author  of  all  our  Enjoyments.  But 
then  it  mufl  be  obferved,  however,  that  Love 
to  a  Being  intirely  fpiritual  cannot,  ordinarily 
fpeaking,  raife  in  us  thofe  Perceptions  of  ani- 
mal Fervour,  which  earthly  Paffions  can  : 
nor  ought  we  to  efteem  ourielves  upon  them, 
if  we  had  them.  For  Experience  proves,  that 
very  bad  Men  may  feel  at  Times  high  Raptures 
"of  this  Kind  >  and  very  good  Men  may  jfcarce. 
ever  feel  any  Thing  of  them  :  fo  much  do  they 
depend  on  Conftitution.  Far  therefore  from  af- 
fefting  fuch  Emotions,  when  we  really  have 
them  not ;  which  is  a  Sort  of  Hypocrify,  whe-r 
ther  mewn  before  Men,  or  in  the  Prefcnce  of 
Gcd  alone  j  we  ought  not  to  be  too  earneft  in 

our 


SERMON       III.  59 

our  Wiflies  for  them.  If  he  gives  them,  we  are 
to  be  thankful :  if  he  with-holds  them,  it  is  ei- 
ther for  our  needful  Correction,  or,  perhaps,  our 
true  inward  Improvement.  And  by  labouring 
to  work  ourfelves  up  to  them,  nay,  by  merely 
indulging  them  when  our  natural  Frame  in- 
clines us  powerfully  towards  them,  we  may  be 
quite  bewildered  and  loft  in  unmeaning  or  inju- 
dicious Tranfports,  little  or  nothing  akin  to  that 
fublime  Duty,  of  which  they  would  put  on  the 
Appearance.  But  (till  lefs  ought  it  to  be  con- 
founded, as  it  often  hath  been,  with  a  blind,  or, 
what  is  worfe  yet,  a  bitter  Vehemence  of  reli- 
gious Zeal.  For  the  moil  ardent  Devotion,  fo 
far  as  it  either  produces  Injuilice  or  Indifference 
to  our  Brethren,  or  proceeds  from  unworthy 
Conceptions  of  God,  is  indeed  by  no  Means  the 
Love  of  Him,  but  of  a  Phantom  of  our  own 
Imagination,  placed  in  his  Stead.  And  the  real 
and  only  Tefl  of  the  Genuinenefs  and  Strength 
of  this  divine  Affection  in  our  Breails,  is  the  un- 
varied Conftancy  of  a  fmcere  and  reverent  De- 
light in  the  Father  and  Lord  of  all,  as  the  per- 
fetteir.,  and  bell:,  and  moft  beneficent  of  Beings; 
cxpreffed  in  humble  and  hearty  Praife  and 
Thankfgiving,  in  a  lludious  Imitation  of  him, 
and  a  chearful  Obedience  to  him. 

The 
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The  next  Thing  to  be  laid  before  you  is, 
II.  The  Importance  of  cherilhing  and  acting 
from  this  Principle,  in  Point  of  Duty. 

Moil  People  feem  to  think,  that  what  they 
are  pleafed  to  call  moral  Behaviour,  though 
perhaps  in  fome  Points  grofsly  immoral,  is  their 
whole  Duty.  Others,  who  have  feme  Notion 
of  Piety,  carry  it  little  further  than  attending 
public  Worfhip,  more  or  lels  frequently,  per- 
haps with  very  little  Thought  of  what  they  are 
about.  Some,  who  make  a  Confcience  of  pri- 
vate Prayer  alfo,  it  may  be  doubted,  neither  feel, 
nor  endeavour  to  feel,  much  of  the  good  Things 
they  fay  in  it.  Or,  whatever  Senjfe  a  few  may 
have  of  the  Fear  of  God,  they  have  ufually 
none  almoft  of  Love  to  him*  Any  real  Expe- 
rience of  that  Affection,  they  have  heard  fo 
often  treated,  even  by  profelTedly  ferious  Chrif- 
tians,  as  mere  Enthufiafm,  that  they  are  appre- 
hcnfive  of  Danger  from  it.  The  Scripture  doth 
indeed  enjoin  it:  and  fo  they  will  bear  with  the 
Mention  of  it  in  Difcourfes  from  the  Pulpit, 
provided  it  be  pa/Ted  over  (lightly,  or  interpreted 
away  to  juft  Nothing:  elfe  they  conceive  it  to  be 
at  beft  intirely  Supererogation  ;  and  leave  it  ac- 
cordingly with  all  their  Hearts  to  iuch  as  chufe 
to  have  more  Religion  than  they  need. 
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And,  it  muft  be  confefled,  this  Way  of  Think- 
ing hath  received  too  much  Countenance  from 
the  indifcreet  and  extravagant  Manner  in  which 
the  Subj eel:  hath  been  fometimes  handled.  But 
furely,  explained  as  you  have  heard  it  now,  there 
can  be  Nothing  more  reafonable,  or  of  greater 
Moment.  If  we  have  any  Principle  of  Good- 
nefs  in  ourfelves,  that  muft  lead  us  to  eiteern 
and  love  it  in  others.  Now  in  God  is  perfect 
Goodnefs  :  and  therefore  not  to  efteem  and  love 
Him,  is  to  be  void  of  right  Affection  towards 
that  Being  who  deferves  it  infinitely  the  moil. 
Our  Duty  confifts  in  fuch  Behaviour  as  the  Re- 
lations of  Things  require  of  us.  To  whom 
then  are  our  firft  and  moft  important  Relations  ? 
Are  they  not  evidently  to  our  Maker,  Preferver, 
and  gracious  Benefactor,  to  our  fovereign  Lord, 
and  final  Judge  ?  Other  Claims,  however  like 
in  their  Nature,  muft  be  unfpeakably  inferior  in 
their  Degree  to  His.  What  Sort  of  Morality 
then  is  that,  which  dwells  only  on  the  tranfi- 
tory  Obligations  of  Men  one  to  another,  and. 
overlooks  the  eternal  Bonds,  which  tie  us,  /b 
long  as  we  have  our  Being  m,  to  Him,  of  whom 
and  through  whom,  and  to  whom,  are  all  T^hingsr'  ? 
The  Regards  that  we  owe  him,  indeed,  are  nu- 

m  Pf.  civ.  33.  n  Rom.  xi.  36. 
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merous ;  and  vary  in  fome  Meafure  as"  our  fpi- 
ritual  State  doth.  But  flill,  as  Goodnefs,  though 
combined  with  other  Attributes,  was  in  the 
Beginning  the  aftive  Principle  in  the  Mind  of 
God,  and  ever  prevails  through  all  his  Difpenfa- 
tions :  fo  is  Love,  though  occafionally  arfociated 
with  other  Movements  of  Soul,  the  original  and 
tmiverfal  Affection,  due  to  him  from  all  his  ra- 
tional Creatures :  or,  in  our.  Saviour's  Words, 
tbcfirji  and  great  Commandment. 

Suppofe,  in  the  mutual  Intercourfes  of  this 
World,  any  'one  mould  value,  as  he  ought,  a. 
Perfon  of  but  low  Defert ;  and  yet  be  infenfible 
to  much  higher  Merit,  well  known  to  him,  in 
another ;  mould  be  duly  grateful  to  the  former 
for  Favours,  not  worth  naming  In  Comparifon 
with  the fe  which  the  latter  had  done  him,  and 
yet  mould  leave  him  and  all  his  Kindnefs  out 
of  his  Thoughts  :  \vould  not  iuch  a  Turn  of 
Mind  '  be  very  wrong  and  criminal  ?  Would 
not  fuch  an  excellent  and  beneficent  Perfon  be 
very  unequally  and  unjuflly  treated  ?  Yet  this 
is  exactly  the  common  Behaviour  of  Mankind. 
Here  wre  live  amongft  poor  imperfect  Creatures, 
like  ourfelves.  We  receive  a  few  fmail  Bene- 
fits from  fome  of  them,  and  fee  a  little  Glim- 
mering of  Goodnefs  in  others ;  and  mould  be 

very 
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very  blameable,  if  we  did  not  feel  and  exprefs  a 
proper  Efleem  for  them,  on  Account  of  both. 
Now  there  is  at  the  fame  Time,  not  only  within 
our  Knowledge,  but  ever  moft  intimately  pre- 
fent  with  us,  a  Being  of  inconceivable  Perfection 
and  Lovelinefs ;  from  whofe  Bounty  we  and  this 
whole  Univerfe  have  received  our  very  Exift- 
ence,  and  every  Capacity  of  Enjoyment  that 
belongs  to  it ;  by  whofe  continual  Support  we 
are  upheld  in  Life  ;  whofe  Grace  excites  us  to 
every  Thing  good;  whofe  Forbearance  paffes 
over  our  daily  Tranfgreffions ;  nay,  who  bath 
commended  bis  Love  towards  us,  in  that,  while  we 
were  yet  Sinner  s,Chr: ft,  his  only  Son,  died  for  its, 
that,  being  jufiifed  by  his  Blsod,  we  -might  be  failed 
from  Wrath  °,  and  rejoice  in  Hope  of  the  Glory  of 
'God*.    What' then  have  we  Caufe  to  think  of 
ourielves,  if  we  love  not  Him,  who  himfelf  is 
Lc\-eq'}  if  fuch  Acts  of  Kindnefs  make  none  or 
faint  Impreffions  on  our  Hearts';  'if  we  reflect 
but  feldom  upon  them,  and  are  influenced  but 
little  by  them  ?  Is  there,  or  can  there  be,  an  In- 
ftance  of  Ingratitude  from  Man  to  Man,  that 
bears  the  leaft  Proportion  to  the  Unworthinefs 
of  fuch  a  Temper  ?  For  that  God  hath  no  Need 
of   our     Acknowledgments,    as    our   Fellow- 

•  Rom.  v.  8,  9.  •  P  Ver.  z.  s  i  John  iv,  8. 
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Creatures  often  have,  only  proves  his  Goodnefs 
to  be  the  greater j  and  therefore  ought  not  furely 
to  make  our  Senfe  of  it  the  lefs.  Now,  if  thefe 
Things  are  thus  evident  to  our  View,  in  how 
much  flronger  a  Light  mufl  they  appear  to  his 
all-feeing  Eye  ?  And  with  what  Diflike  and  In- 
dignation mufl  he  look  on  fo  mocking  a  Depra- 
vity, as  that  of  refufing  him  the  very  Affection, 
which  he  purpofely  and  principally  formed  us 
to  exercife  towards  himfelf,  its  moil  deferving, 
its  only  adequate  Object  ?  For,  as  all  that  in  a 
moral  Senfe  is  good  in  his  whole  Creation,  is 
.  but  the  Shadow  of  Divine  Perfection  ;  fo  the 
Efleem  and  Love  of  what  is  good  mufl  ever  be 
effentially  defective,  till  it  leads  us  to,  and  ter- 
minates in,  the  Love  of  Him. 

But  let  us  now  confider  alfo  the  Effects  of  this 
Principle  on  other  Parts  of  our  Duty*  We 
mufl  let  our  Hearts  on  fomething.  Worldly 
Things  are  all  of  them  Trifles.  Many  of  them 
are  not  to  be  attained,  but  by  unlawful  Means : 
however  attained,  Fondnefs  for  them  debafes 
and  corrupts  us.  We  fee  and' feel  it  every  Day : 
all  the  Wickednefs  that  prevails  on  Earth 
fprings  from  it.  Therefore,  to  avoid  this  Dan- 
ger, Men  have  been  directed  to  fix  their  Atten- 
tion on  the  Rightnefs,  the  Amiablenefs  of  Vir- 

5  *ue  : 
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ttte:  and  right  and  amiable  it  is,  no  Quaflion. 
But,  without  having  Recourfe  to  unhappy  Ex- 
perience, the  plaineit  Reafon  fhews,  how  weakly 
and  how  tranfiently  the  bare  Idea,  the  abftracT: 
Notion,  of  moral  Excellence  rnuft  affect  fuch 
Creatures,  furrounded  with  fuch  Temptations 
as  we  are,  compared  with  an  affectionate  Regard 
to  Him,  in  who.n  the  Fulnefs  of  it  dwells, 
and  overflows  on  all  the  V/orks  of  his  .Hands  4 
Every  Sort,  indeed,  of  Regard  to  God,  is  a  more 
powerful  Incitement  to  Virtue,  than  any  other 
Motive  :  but  Love  hath  a  peculiar  Force ;  often 
in  beginning  a  Change  from  Evil  to  Good,  but 
always  in  carrying  it  on,  and  compleating  it. 
While  We  obey  only  from -Fear  of  him,  we  are 
unwilling  and  backward,  imagine  Difficulties, 
contrive  Excufes ;  and  think  it  a  Point  gained,  if 
we  can  perfuade  ourfelves,  that  this  or  thatinccds 
not  be  done.  If  PI  ope  be  added  to  it, -Without 
any  Inducement  more  generous,,  we  mall-ftill  be 
in  Danger  of  aiming  to  get  our  Reward  by  doing 
as  little  for  it  as  we  can.  But  thofe,  whom  we 
love,  we  ferve  with  Alacrity  and  Zeal  ^forget 
our  own  Inclinations  to  adopt  theirs,  hate/every 
Thing  that  difpleafes  them,  defpife  every  T^jng 
that  doth  not  recommend  us  to  them,  look  pn  their 
Commands  as  Favours  and  HdnouTfvTQJcic.e  to 
VOL.  II.  F  encounter 
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encounter  Difficulties  for  their  Sakes,  and  think 
we  can  never  do  enough  to  teftify  our  Attach- 
ment to  them.  What  noble  Improvements  then 
muft  Love  to  God  make  in  the  Performance  of 
our  Duty ;  and  how  can  it  fail, 

III.  Of  increafing  our  Happinefs,  even  in 
this  World,  as  well  as  the  next  I 

For  Want  of  cultivating  this  delightful  Affec- 
tion, the  Thoughts  of  -him  are  dreadful  to  the 
Generality  of  Men.  Too  many  are  tempted  to 
wifli  in  their  Hearts,  if  they  durft,  that  he  were 
not,  or  had  no  Regard  to  human  Conduct  :  and 
if  any  of  them  can  but  perfuade  themfelves  for 
a  while,  on  the  Strength  of  fome  poor  Cavil, 
to  hope  what  they  wifh,  they  triumph  in  the 
imagined  Difcovery,  that  fets  them  fo  much  at 
Eafe.  From  the  fame  Default,  humbler  and 
righter  Minds  coufider  him  very  often  in  no 
better-Light,  than-as  a  rigid  Lawgiver,  arbitra- 
rily exacting  a  Number  of  almoft  impracticable 
Duties,  and  inforcing  them  with  the  Dread  of 
in fuppor table  Punimments  :  whence  they  are 
ready  to  fink  under  the  Terrors  of  Religion, 
even  while  they  are  confcientioufly  fulfil) ing 
!ts  Precepts.  Looking  on  God  as  the  Object 
of  Love  would  rectify,  thefe  miilaken  Concep- 
tions intirely.  We  mould  all  fee  and  feel,  that 

4  a  Being 
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a  Being  of  infinite  Goodnefe,  diredted  by  infi- 
nite Wifdom,  is  the  higheft  Bleffiag ;  and  the 
Want  of  fuch  a  one  would  he  the  greateft  Ca- 
lamity, that  is  poffible  :  we  iliould  be  fatisfied, 
that  the  ftri&eft  of  his  Laws,  and  the  fevereft 
of  their  Sanctions,  are  Means  which  he  knows 
to  be  needful  for  our  Good ;  that  his  Mercy 
will  forgive  on  Repentance  our  paft  Tranfgref- 
fions  of  them,  that  his  Grace  will  ftrengthen 
us  to  keep  them  better,  and  that  he  will  never 
reject  a  Soul  affectionately  devoted  to  him.  In 
Proportion  then  as  we  are  fo,  all  terrifying  Ap- 
prehcniions  will  vaniih  from  us.  There  is  no  Fear 
in  Love,  faith  St.  "John  ;  Fear  bath  Torment ;  but 
perfect  Love  caftetb  out  Fear  r. 

Another  Sort  of  Men  there  is,  who  have  not 
much  Uneafinefs,  but  little  or  no  Pleafure  in 
Religion.  What  they  call  performing  their 
Devotions,  is  commonly  nothing  more  than  go- 
ing heavily  through  a  few  cuftomary  Shews  of 
Refpe£t,  and  repeating  by  Rote  a  certain  Num- 
ber of  good  Words,  without  any  Life,  or  almou: 
any  Meaning.  No  Wonder,  if  the  Benefit  of 
fuch  W^orlhip  feems  to  be  fo  fmall,  that  more 
than  a  few,  whofe  Confciences  would  not  fuffer 
them  to  neglect  it,  cannot  however  he-lp  confi- 

?  i  John  iv.  18. 
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dering  it  as  a  burthenlbme  Tafk,  enjoined  them? 
they  fcarce  know  why.     But  were  thefe  Forms1 
and  Shadows  turned    into  Subflance,  by    the 
real  Exercife  of  that  devout  Affection  which  is 
profefled  in  them,  we  fhoiild  none  of  us  any 
longer  think  hardly  or  meanly  of  the  higheft 
and  happieft  Employment  of  the  human  Soul. 
We  mould  be  rilled  with  pleofing  Reverence  in 
doing  Homage  to  the  gracious  Lord  of  all,  cele- 
brate his  Perfections  as  interested   in  every  one 
of  them,  give  Eafe  to  our  Hearts  by  a  penitent 
Confefiion  of  our  Offences,  make  our  Claim  to 
his  promifed  Mercy  with  moft  joyful  Gratitude, 
vow  to  him  chearfully  a  more  vigilant  Obedi- 
ence, feel  a  double  Satisfaction  in  every  Comfort 
from  having  received  it  as  his  Gift,  and  difbur- 
then  ourfelves  of  every  Anxiety,  by  committing 
to  his  Providence  all  our  Wants,  and  all  our 
Cares. 

Every  other  Love  may  caufe  the  acutefb  Mi- 
fery.  The  Object  of  our  tendereft  earthly  Re- 
gards may  be  infenlible  or  ungrateful  -,  may 
prove  many  Ways  inferior  to  our.  Expectation ; 
may  be  wretched,  and  make  us  fo;  may  be 
inatched  aw-ay-.-on  a  fudden  forever.  But  Love 
to  God  is-fubject  to  no  Disappointment  >  is  in- 
deed a  Cure  for  all  that  can-poflibly  happen  to 

us. 
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us.  While  we  ftt  our  Affeftion  on  'Things  above  *. 
the  chief  Treafure  of  our  Soul  muft  ever  be 
fafe  :  even  thofe  Things,  that  feem  to  be  the  moft 
againft  us l,  we  are  exprefsly  affured,  are  working 
together  all  the  while  for  our  Good^ :  and  the 
more  of  our  inferior  Enjoyments  God  requires 
us  to  facrifice  to  him,  the  fuller  Opportunities 
he  gives  us  of  manifesting  that  fupreme  Value 
for  him,  which  he  feldom  fails  to  reward  amply 
here,  by  infufing  into  us  a  Senfe  of  his  Favour, 
greatly  fuperior  to  all  worldly  Pleafure ;  but  at 
leaft  be  hath  prepared  in  Heaven  for  them  that 
love  him,  Things  which  Eye  bath  notfeen,  nor 
Ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the  Heart 
of  Man  w. 

Indeed,  how  large  a  Part,  that  Love  itfelf, 
which  we  have  preferved  inviolate  through  the 
Trials  of  Life,  will  then  make  of  our  Felicity ; 
when  we  mall  be  raifed  above  all  our  prefent 
low  Objects  of  Deiire,  and  have  every  Faculty  of 
our  Souls  adapted  to  embrace  the  only  worthy 
one  ;  when  we  mall  experience  his  immediate 
beatific  Prefence,  feel  Joys  unutterable,  flow- 
ing directly  from  him,  and  be  compleatly  af- 
fured, that  this  God  is  our  God  for  ever  and  ever  x: 

•  Col.  lii.  2.  *  Gen.  xlii.  36.  "  Rom.  viii.  28* 

*  1  Cor.  ii.  9.  *  Pf.  xlviii.  14. 
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how  tranfporting  the  Movements  of  our  Affeo 
tions  towards  him  may  then  become,  is  not  for 
us  now  to  fay  or  conceive.  But  fo  much  Ap- 
prehc. \lion  of  it  we  muft  furely  have,  as  will 
mew  that  our  moil  important  Intereft  lies  in 
forming  ourfelves  to  that  Difpofition  of  Heart 
towards  him  in  this  Life,  which  is  necefTary  to 
our  BlefTednefs  in  the  next.  For  the  principal 
Felicity  of  Heaven  confifts  in  God  :  and  unlefs 
we  love  him,  we  cannot  enjoy  him,  or  be  happy 
with  him. 

Let  us  therefore  proceed  to  conlider, 
IV.  The  Methods  which   infinite  Wifdom 
hath  taken  to  cultivate  fo  excellent  a  Principle 
in  our  Minds. 

Love  ov/es  its  Being  to  Goodnefs;  and  fo 
may  be  produced,  either  by  a  general  Contem- 
plation of  its  Amiablenefs,  or  by  Favours  perfo- 
nally  received  from  it.  That  we  are  capable  of 
the  former  and  purer  Sort  of  Love,  Delight  in  a 
benevolent  Character,  though  wehave  never  been 
benefited  by  it,  nor  poffibly  can  be,  is  a  Truth, 
of  which  every  Day  gives  Proofs  with  Refpect 
to  our  Fellow-Creatures,  whom  we  afFedionate- 
ly  efteem,  though  inacceffibly  diftant  from  us, 
though  dead  many  Ages  before  us.  And  there- 
fore we  are  doubtlefs  capable  alfo  of  admiring 

and 
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and  adoring  the  infinitely  fuperior  Benevolence 
of  our  Creator,  abftracted  from  the  Thought  of 
our  own  fharing  in  it ;  as  indeed  we  furely  all 
of  us  love  him  for  his  Bounty  to  the  reft  of  the 
World,  as  well  as  to  ourfelves.  But  then,  this 
mere  difmterefted  Affection,  though  natural  to 
our  Hearts,  is  very  weak  and  languid  there,  in 
the  Midft  of  fo  many  other  Paflions  and  Appe- 
tites as  our  Condition  upon  Earth  makes  ne- 
Ceffary  for  us,  and  the  original  Depravity  and 
fuperadded  evil  Cufloms  of  Mankind  have  fo 
unhappily  ftrengthened  and  perverted.  Our 
Hearts  are  pre-engaged  and  rilled  up,  for  the 
moft  Part,  with  temporal,  it  is  well  if  not  with 
criminal,  Objects  of  Defire,  long  before  we 
come  ferioufly  to  reflect  on  the  fpiritual  and 
truly  valuable  one.  Nor,  when  we  do,  can 
mere  fpeculative  Meditation  upon  that  be  ex- 
pedted  to  prevail  over  the  importunate  Calls 
which  we  have  to  other  Attentions:  but  Expe- 
rience of  his  Bounty  muft  be  added,  to  invigo- 
rate Efteem  by  Gratitude,  And  plentifully  it 
is  added  by  our  heavenly  Father  in  his  Works 
of  Nature  and  of  Grace.  O  that  Men  'would 
therefore  praife  the  Lord  for  bis  Goodnefs,  and  de- 
clare the  Wonders  winch  he  doth  for  the  Children  of 
F4  Men; 
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Men*-,  that  they  would  love  bhn,  becanfe  he  firff 
loved  us*!  But  Benefits  received  are  foon  for- 
gotten :  and  whatever  thankful  Warmth  they 
may  raife,  while  the  Relifh  of  them  is  frem  and 
lively,  cools  and.  flattens;  till,  by  long  Poffef*- 
fion,  we  grow  apt  to  think  every  Thing  that 
we  enjoy  our  Due  j  and  feel  nothing  in  Relation 
to  it  but  Difcontent,  if  any  Part  is  taken  away 
or  diminifhed.  Knowing  this,  our  indulgent 
Maker,  that  he  may  attract  us  more  powerfully 
to  himfelf,  hath  joined  with  the  Experience  of 
prefent  Mercies,  the  Hope  of  unfpeakably  greater 
to  come  :  and  bkffcd  is'  he  whofe  Hope  is  in  the 
Lord  bis  God*.  For  though  it  he  a  lefs  noble, 
becaufemore  felfifh,  Pafiion,  yet,  in  the  prefent 
Cafe,  it  partakes  confiderably  of  fomething  mo- 
ral and  religious.  Any  real  Defire  of  heavenly 
Blifs  muft  imply  a  Degree  of  Love,  both  to 
Virtue  and  Holinels,  in  which  it  will  chiefly 
confift,  and  to  that  holy  Being  who  hath  pro- 
mifsd  to  beftow  it.  But  alas !  worldly  and  fmful 
Attachments  debafe  Mens  Natures,  that  they 
cannot  afpire  to,  cannot  earneftly  wi|h  for,  any 
Thing  great  and  excellent.  And  therefore  the 
wife  Ruler  of  the  World  hath  enforced  his 
Laws  by  the  only  remaining  Motive,  Fear ; 
> Tf.  cvii.  41.  *  J  John  iv.  19.  a  Pf.  cxlvi.  4. 
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that  they,  whom  nothing  better  will  influence, 
may  at  leaft  be  influenced  by  coniidering  the 
prefent  Sufferings  and  future  Mifery,  awaiting 
Wickednefs  :  a  low  and  ilavim  Inducement,  it 
muft  be  owned  ;  but  however  fo  far  a  good 
Sign  in  him  who  acls  upon  it,  as  it  mews  him 
not  to  be  inflexibly  obftinate  in  what  is  Evil. 
And,  remote  as  it  may  feem  from  that  generous 
Flame  which  our  Maker  feeks  to  kindle  in  our 
Breafts,  yet  the  Son  of  Sira-;h  hath  juftly  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  Fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  Begin- 
ning of  his  Love  b. 

Fear,  in  the  firft  Place,  can  with  peculiar 
Efficacy  reftrain  the  outward  Actions  of  Men, 
and  keep  them  from  adding  Strength  to  bad  In- 
clinations by  Indulgence,  Fear,  efpecially  of 
Punifhment  which  they  know  they  deferve,  can 
make  their  Vices  become  taftelefs  and  unplea- 
fant  to  them.  And  when  once  they  are  brought  • 
to  avoid  forbidden  Gratifications  as  hurtful, 
there  is  a  fair  Profpect,  that  not  only  virtuous 
Behaviour  will  recommend  itfelf,  as  almoft 
every  Thing  doth,  by  Cuftom,  but  that  alfo 
its  intrinfic  Fitnefs  and  Beauty  will  come  to  be 

b  Ecclus  xxv.  12.  See  Philo  de  Abrahamo,  p,  19.  cd.  Man- 
gey  :  and  a  large  Quotation  from  Maimonides,  in  Humphreys's 
Diff.  on  the  Refurreftion,  prefixed  to  his  Tranflation  of  Athe- 
nagoras,  p,  52,  &c. 
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perceived,  and  awaken  fuitable  Affections.  Or,  if 
this  be  already  the  Cafe,  and  yet  vehement 
Temptations  hurry  Men  on  to  Sin;  (a  very  com- 
mon and  very  pitiable  Condition)  Fear  may  be 
fo  imprefled  on  the  Heart  from  above,  as  to 
overbalance  thefe  j  free  the  rational  Principle 
from  the  Oppreflion  under  which  it  labours, 
and  enable  it  to  refume  its  rightful  Dominion. 
Then  the  Conduct  will  be  reformed,  the  View 
of  Things  gradually  brighten,  and  the  more 
Ingenuous  Affections  of  Hope  and  Gratitude, 
and  unmixed  Love,  fpring  up  and  fiourim ;  till  at 
length  our  Duty  and  our  Maker,  which  at  firft 
we  regarded  unwillingly,  on  mere  Compulfion, 
will  no  longer  have  Need  of  any  other  Force 
than  their  own  native  Attraction,  to  regulate 
every  Thought  of  our  Souls,  and  every  Action 
"of  our  Lives. 

Thus  then  appears  the  Wifdom  and  the 
Goodnefs  of  th'ofe  various  Methods  which  God 
hath  taken  to  unite  us  finally  to  himfelf.  He 
hath  planted  in  ourPIearts  that  pure  anddifin- 
terefted  Efteem  and  Love  of  moral  Perfection, 
which  leads  directly  to  the  Efteem  and  Love  of 
him  above  all  ;  and  without  which  we  mould 
not  have  been  fufceptible  of  genuine  Piety  and 
Virtue.  But  having  placed  us,  with  a  Nature 

prone 
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prone  to  go  wrong,  in  a  World  full  of  Intice- 
ments,  he  hath  not  left  us  to  the  Guidance  of 
tliis  one  Principle,  which,  though  the  bed  in 
itfelf,  would  have  proved  infufficient  for  our 
Direction ;  but  hath  kindly  put  us  under  the 
Tutorage  of  fubordinate  Affections,  to  tram  us 
up  in  the  Way  wherein  we  Jbould  go c,  till  we  be- 
come enlightened  enough  to  approve  the  Things 
that  are  excellent a,  and  animated  enough  to  pur- 
fue  them  for  their  own  fakes.  Let  us  therefore 
give  up  ourfelves  without  Scruple  to  the  Influ- 
ence of  every  Motive  to  our  Duty,  which  Rea- 
fon  or  Scripture  fets  before  us,  of  Pleafure  or 
Terror,  of  this  World  or  the  nexte,  and  by 
Reading,  Meditation  and  Prayer,  imprint  them 
ftrongly  on  our  Minds :  nor  be  at  all  dejected, 
though  perhaps  as  yet  the  leaft  worthy  of  them 
hath  the  largeft  Share  in  our  Obedience;  as  pro- 
bably it  hath  for  a  Time  in  that  which  moft  ' 
Children  pay  to  their  earthly  Parents,  for  . 
whofe  Perfohs  and  Precepts,  notwithstanding, 
they  acquire,  by  infenfible  Steps,  the  moft  du- 
tiful and  tender  Efteem.  But  whoever  would 
Strengthen  within  himfelf  this  blefTed  Difpoli- 

c  Prov.  xxii.  6.  d  Phil.  i.  10. 

*  K'W  Yrss  nnstni  mira  ens  piDiraniy1?' 
farcb  *a  pa;1?  >6®  -pnac  p®1?-  sota,  foi.  22.  coi.  2. 

ap.  Buxt.  Floril.  p.  156. 
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tion  towards  God,  muft  frequently  recoiled 
and  inculcate  the  Conviction,  that  other  In- 
citements are  but  the  Means,  and  Love  the  End 
of  the  Commandment  f .-  that  we  improve  and 
grow  inwardly  better  under  the  heavenly  Dif- 
cipline,  only  in  Proportion  as  we  advance  in 
unfeigned  ArTeclion,  and  are  transformed  by  it 
into  real  Likenefs  to  the  Supreme  Good.  Open 
your  Hearts  therefore  to  feel  his  Goodnefs  to- 
wards yourfelves,  and  imitate.it  towards  your 
Brethren.  For  God  is  Love :  and.be  that  dwelktb 
in  Love  dwelletb  in  God,  and  God  in  him g , 


.f  i  Tim.  i,  5,  s  i  John  iv.  i5. 
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wil'rncf.    •  ; 

MATTH.  xxii.  39. 

jTlili    JflJ 

And  the  fecond  is  like  unto  it,  Thou  Jkalt  love  thy 

Neighbour  as  thyfelf. 
fcn$  "  ^siifrr.M 

THIS  is  the  latter  Part  of*  our  Saviour's 
Anfwer  to   the  Quefllon,  Which  is  the 
great  Commandment  in  the  Law  f  He  had  al- 
ready anfwered  fufficiently,  by  faying,  it  was 
the  Love  of  God.     But  moft  of  the  Jews,  be- 
fore whom  he  fpoke,  thought  the  beft  Proof 
of  their  fulfilling  that  Duty  was  a  fcrupulous 
Exadtnefs  in  fome,  or  all,  of  the  ceremonial 
Precepts  that  God  had  enjoined    them.     And 
on  the  Merit  of  this,  they  indulged  themfelves 
in  great  Hardnefs  of  Heart,  even  towards  their 
Brethren  of  the  lame  Religion  ;  and  in  utter 

o 

Difregard,  if  not  implacable  Hatred,  of  all  who 
were  of  a  different  Religion,  perhaps  of  a  differ- 
ent Se&  only,  So  that,  if  he  had  carried  his 

Reply 
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Reply  no  further,  his  Hearers,  who  bad  a  Zeal 
for  God,  but  not  according  to  Knowledge ",  would 
in  all  Probability  have  underflood  him  accord- 
ing to  their  own  preconceived  Notions  :  and 
never  have  fufpefted  him  of  deiigning  to  con- 
demn their  Superrtition  and  Uncharitablenefs. 
Therefore  he  immediately  fubjoins,  from  the 
exprefs  Words  of  Mojes  b,  another  Command- 
ment, which,'  if  they  mifinterpreted  the  firft, 
might  fhew  them  -their  Miftake ;  and  if  they 
did  not,  would  plainly  appear,  to  any  con- 
fiderate  Perfon,  like  unto  it  in  its  Nature,  and 
fecond  in  its  Dignity  and  Ufe :  'Thou  foalt  love 
thy  Neighbour  as  thyjdf.  But  this  alfo  the  Jews 
contrived  to  explain  in  a  wrong  Manner,  that 
they  might,  gratify  wrong  Inclinations.  For 
which  Reafon  he  took  an  Opportunity  to  fet  them 
right.  And,  beiides  the  Jews,  Multitudes  of 
others,  both  before  and  ever  fince,  have  done 
the  fame  Thing.  Nay  Ibmej.not  content  with 
perverting,  and  fo  difobeying,  have  directly 
found  Fault  with  it. 

Yet  whoever  believes  in  a  wife  and  good 
Ruler  of  the  World,  muft- believe  it  to  be  his 
Will,  that  Humanity  mould  be  pradliied.  amongft 
Men  :  and  whoever  feels  in  himfelf  kind  Af- 

a  Rom.  x.  2.  b  Lev.  xix.  18. 
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fections,  muft  think  the  Exercife  of  them  his 
Duty.  But  then  Doubts  are  raifed,  who  are 
intitled  to  our  Kindneis,  and  in  what  Degree ; 
both  which  Points  therefore  the  Precept,  now 
before  us,  briefly  determines.  And  I  mall  ex- 
plain and  vindicate  its  Determinations,  by 
mewing  you  the  Meaning,  firft,  of  the  Word 
Neighbour ;  jecondly,  of  the  Expreffion,  loving 
Lim  as  ourfehes :.  and  proving  in  fome  Mea- 
fure  all  the  Way,  but  principally  at  the  Con- 
clulion,  the  Realbnablenefs  and  Necemty  of 
having  fo  much  Regard  for  fo  many  as  the  Text 
requires. 

I.  Our  Neighbour  then  commonly  fignifles  in 
Scripture,  and  not  felciom  in  Heathen  Writers, 
every  Perfon  who  is  placed  within  our  Reach 
and  Influence.  Accordingly  St.  Paul,  inftead 
of  faying,  he  that  loveth  his  Neighbour,  faith, 
be  that  lovetb  another,  hath  fulfilled  the  Law c. 
We  have  ufually  the  moft  frequent  Opportuni- 
ties of  doing  Good  to  thofe  who  live  with  us, 
or  near  us.  But  if  any  one,  however  diftant 
from  us,  or  unknown  to  us,  particularly  wants 
our  Help,  he  is,  in  Effect,  by  that  very  Thing, 
brought  near  us  for  the  Time,  and  put  under 
our  Care.  God's  Benevolence  is  abfolutely  uni- 

c  Rom.  xiii.  2. 
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verfal:  ours  fhould  be  extended  as  far  as  it 
can :  and  the  Extent  of  Mens  Power  being  ex- 
tremely various  and  uncertain;  (for  the  meaneft 
Subject  may  fometimes,  by  one  fingle  Dif- 
covery,  do  more  general  Service  to  Mankind, 
than  the  greatefl  Monarch  is  capable  of)  the 
Word  Neighbour  hath  this  peculiar  Advantage, 
and  therefore  Propriety,  that  it  contracts  or  en- 
larges its  Signification,  juft  as  the  Cafe  demands ; 
and  either  takes  in  the  Extremities  of  the  Globe, 
or  confines  itfelf  to  our  own  Home. 

Some  have  carried  their  Public-fpiritednefs 
too  far  :  and  piqued  themfelves  on  manifeiling 
Good- will  to  their  Fellow- Creatures,  by  Un- 
dertakings out  of  their  Province,  and  even 
beyond  their  Abilities ;  while  their  proper 
Neighbours,  thofe  with  whom  they  had  clofe 
Connexions,  and  their  proper  Bufmefs,  that 
which  their  Circumftances  bound  them  to 
mind,  were  difregarded :  an  injudicious  Con- 
duct, when  it  proceeds  from  the  beft  Inten- 
tions ;  but  highly  blameable,  if  Vanity,  or  a 
meddling  Temper,  be  the  Source  of  it:  on  which 
Head  thefe  Perfons  would  do  well  to  examine 
themfelves.  But  the  far  more  ordinary  Fault 
is  the  oppofite  one  :  narrowing  the  -Bounds  of 
our  friendly  Difpofitions ;  and  excluding  thofe 
5  from 


SERMON    iv.       81 

from  the  Benefit  of  being  our  Neighbours,  who 
have  a  Right  to  it. 

The  principal  Caufes  of  this  are  three  : 
Hatred,  Pride  and  Selfiihnefs. 

iv  One  chief  Ground  of  Hatred  long  hath 
been,  and  is,  Diverfity  of  Faith  or  Worfhip  : 
of  which  Cafe  we  have  a  moft  remarkable  In- 
ftance,  Luken.  25,  &c.  There  a  certain  Lawyer 
flanding  up,  and  tempting  our  Saviour  with  the 
Queflion,  Whatfhall  I  do  to  inherit  eternal  Life  ? 
he  draws  from  his  own  Mouth  the  Anfwer, 
Thou  foalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  'with  all  thy 
Heart,  and  thy  Neighbour  as  thyfelf:  then  tells 
him,  Thou  haft  anfivered  right  :  This  do,  and 
thou  foalt  live.  But  he,  willing,  as  the  Evan- 
gelift  obferves,  to  juftify  himfelf,faid  unto  Jefus, 
Andiuho  is  my  Neighbour?  imagining,  no  Doubt, 
as  the  Sequel  mewed,  and  as  moft  of  his  Coun- 
trymen thought  at  that  Time,  and  many  Ages- 
after11,  if  they  do  not  ftilljthat  none  but  theMem^ 
bers  of  his  own  Communion  deferved  the  Name; 
and  that  all  others  were  to  be  deemed  unrelated 
to  him,  and  held  in  Abhorrence.  This  abomi- 
nable Notion  our  blelTed  Lord  might  have  con- 
futed by  numerous  ParTages  of  the  Old  Tefta- 

4  See  Lightfoot's  Harm,  of  New  Teft.  and  on  this  Hiftoiy. 
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mente:  but  he  thought  it  more  ufeful  to  hum- 
ble the  vain  Man,  by  convi&ing  him  from 
the  Teitimony  of  his  Conference,  and  making 
him  confefs,  without  perceiving  it,  how  unjuft 
his  Interpretation  was.  For  this  End  he  tells 
him  the  moving  Story,  that  you  all  know,  of  the 
Jew  and  the  Samaritan  ;  of  which  two  Nations 
the  former  detefted  the  latter  beyond  all  others : 
and  having  eafily  brought  him  to  declare,  that 
the  Samaritan  had  adted  the  neighbourly  Part, 
as  he  ought,  to  the  Jew,  it  evidently  followed, 
that  a  Jew,  upon  Occafion,  mould  ad  the  fame 
Part  to  a  Samaritan.  Which  tbinkejl  thou  was 
Neighbour  to  him  that  fell  among fl  the  Thieves  ? 
And  he  faid,  He  that  Jhewed  Mercy  on  him. 
Then  f aid  Jefus  unto  him,  Go  and  do  thou  like- 
ivt/e.  O  that  all  Chriilians  of  all  Denominations 
had  learned,  or  would  yet  learn,  from  hence  and 
from  the  whole  Tenour  of  the  Gofpel,  what 
fome  of  them  in  particular  are  lamentably  igno- 
rant of,  or  worfe :  that  Kindnels  and  Tender- 
nefs,  and  much  more  Juftice  and  Equity,  are 
due  to  thofe  of  every  Se6l  and  Party,  from  whom 
they  differ  the  moft  widely  ;  and  due,  as  a  Con- 
dition of  their  inheriting  eternal  Life  ! 

Another  Thing,  which  often  withholds  our 
e  Exod.  xxii.  21.  xxiii.  9.  Lev.  xix.  33,  34.  Deut.  x.  19,  Sec. 
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kind  Regard  from  very  fit  Objects  of  it,  and  ex- 
cites Hatred  to  them,  is  Rivalfliip  in  Profit, 
Advancement,  Affection,  Reputation.  And  we 
may  fee  in  the  World,  perhaps  feel  in  ourfelves, 
if  we  examine,  as  we  every  one  mould,  that 
Competitions,  not  only  about  Matters  of  fome 
Weight,  but  the  mereft  Trifles,  can  turn  the 
beft  Neighbours,  the  nearer!  Relations,  the 
deareft  Friends,  into  abfolute  Strangers,  if  not 
bitter  Enemies.  Nay  the  bare  Succefs  of  others, 
where  we  neither  were  nor  could  be  their  Com- 
petitors, is  enough  fometimes  to  alienate  our 
Hearts  from  them  to  a  ftrange  Degree.  Yet 
furely  we  ought  not  to  be  hated  by  others,  either 
for  aiming  at,  or  obtaining  Advantages,  by  any 
fair  Means  :  nor  confequently  they  by  us.  Nay, 
mould  they,  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  thwart  an  impor- 
tant Interefl  of  ours,  to  fecure  an  inconfiderabls 
one  of  their  own  :  even  this,  though  a  fad  De- 
fect of  Generofity,  may  in  Stridtnefs  of  Speech 
be  no  Injustice. 

But  further,  fuppofing  a  Man  hath  directly 
done  us  a  palpable  Injury,  ftill  he  is  our  Neigh- 
bour. Perhaps  it  was  ignorantly,  or  inadver- 
tently, or  from  fuch  Frailty  as  we  and  all  Men 
are  liable  to :  or  it  is  but  a  flight  or  a  tingle* 
pffence :  or  we  had  provoked  him  to  it  -,  or  re- 
G  2  ceived 
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ceived  Favours  from  him,  that  overbalance  It  5 
or  he  hath  good  Qualities  in  other  Refpedts,  that 
intitle  him  to  our  Efteem.  Or  if  he  be,  on  the 
Whole,  wicked  :  yet  poffibly  he  is  not  incor- 
rigible. While  we  are  too  much  offended  to 
bear  with  him,  our  heavenly  Father,  whom  he 
hath  much  more  offended,  bears  with  him ;  and 
is  graciouily  trying  all  Methods  to  reclaim  him. 
You  will  fay,  "  God  cannot  be  hurt  by  his 
"  Wickednefs."  Why,  neither  need  you.  By 
Patience,  you  may  always  turn  it  to  your  fpi~. 
ritual  Improvement :  by  Prudence,  you  ftiny 
generally  avoid  any  temporal  Harm  from  it, 
You  may,  if  it  be  neceffary,  punim  him  for  it : 
yet  confider  him  as  one  whom  you  could 
heartily  wiih  to  treat  more  gently. 

2.  The  fame  bad  Effect,  that  Refentment 
hath  on  fome,  Pride  alone  hath  on  others :  they 
cannot  allow  fueh  low  Creatures,  as  the  Mul- 
titude are,  to  claim  their  Notice,  and  even  their 
Love,  by  a  prefumptuous  Name,  which  implies 
a  Sort  of  Equality  with  them.  But  indeed  they 
are  not  only  our  Neighbours,  but  our  Brethren : 
for  God  hath  made  of  one  Blood  all  that  dwell  on 
the  Pace  of  the  'Earth  f.  They  have  the  fame 
principles  ^f  human  Nature,  the  fame  Rights 

ii.  26. 
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of  human  Society,  the  fame  Protection  of  Divine 
Providence  here,  the  fame  Covenant  of  eternal 
Glory  hereafter.  And  if  we  cannot,  for  the 
Sake  of  thefe  Things,  overlook  the  Contemp- 
tiblenefs  of  their  outward  Appearance,  and 
treat  them  with  Compaffion  and  Beneficence, 
mftead  of  Scorn;  we  are  much  meaner  Wretches 
than  great  Numbers  of  them. 

3.  A  third"  Inducement  to  deny  others  a 
Claim  to  our  neighbourly  Regard  is  Selfimnefs : 
a  worfe  Turn  of  Mind,  on  fome  Accounts,  than 
either  of  the  former.  A  Man's  Anger  and  Pride 
can  afreft  but  Part  of  his  Neighbours,  ufually  a 
fmall  one  :  to  the  reft  he  may  flill  be  friendly 
and  beneficent.  But  the  felmli  Man  acknow- 
ledges no  Neighbour:  is  concerned  folely  -for 
himfelf,  and  what  he  is  pleafed  to  recjkon  his 
own  Intereft ;  which  he  places  in  Wealth  or 
Rank,  Power  or  Pleafure.  And  they  who  feek 
Wealth  only  by  excefTive  Frugality,  are  gene- 
rally difliked  rather  more  than  they  deferve.  But 
fuch  as  enrich  or  advance  themfelves  by  the 
wickedeft  Rapacioufnefs  and  Bafenefs,  provided 
they  live  fplendidly  and  expenlively,  are  con- 
fidered  with  an  Indulgence,  that  hath  extremely 
pernicious  Fruits.  And  the  moft  abandoned 
Purfuers  of  immoral  Pleafure  obtain,  by  their 
G  3  ihewifh 
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fhewiih  Gaiety,  the  Character  of  the  beft  na-* 
tured  People  imaginable  :  though  they  often 
have  originally,  and  feldom  fail  to  acquire,  the 
moft  abfolute  Infenfibility  to  public  Welfare, 
the  Ties  of  Hofpitality  and  Friendship,  the 
DiflrefTes  of  Families,  and  even  of  the  unhappy 
Creatures  who  have  believed  their  Profeffions 
of  the  tendered  Sentiments. 

But  next  in  Guilt  to  fuch  as  mind  none  but 
themfelves,  is  he,  that  fixes  upon  one,  or  fome 
few,  Relations  or  Favourites,  for  the  Objects 
of  his  whole  Affection  :  a  Fault  the  more  dan- 
gerous, as  poffibly  it  may  appear  to  him  a  Vir- 
tue. He  is  doing  his  Share  of  Good :  taking 
Care  of  thofe,  who  naturally,  or  by  a  Sort  of 
Adoption,  belong  to  him.  And  doubtlefs  we  are 
peculiarly  intrufted  with  fuch :  but  not  au- 
thorized either  to  injure  or  neglect  others  for 
the  Sake  of  exalting  thefe  to  a  Height  that  is 
needlefs,  and  perhaps  hurtful  even  to  them- 
felves. -Kindnefs  of  Heart  was  planted  in  Men, 
not  to  divide  the  World  into  little  Parties,  each 
of  which  mould  keep  feparate  from  and  be  zea- 
lous againfl  the  reft  -y  but  to  unite  all,  as  much 
as  could  be,  into  one  Neighbourhood,  indeed  one 
Body,  animated  with  one  Soul.  It  is  not  for 
our  Family,  or  our  Friends  alone,  that  God  is 

coja- 
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concerned,  or  would  have  us  concerned :  but 
univerfal  Good  is  his  End,  and  univerfal  Good- 
will is  the  great  Inftrument  which  he  hath  given 
us  to  promote  it.  Therefore  we  muft  always 
bear  in  Mind  the  common  Relation  of  Man  to 
Man :  and,  whenever  it  is  doubtful  whether 
that,  or  the  particular  Ties  of  Blood  or  Intimacy 
require  the  Preference,  far  from  following  the 
ftrongeft  Propenfity  blindfold,  we  mould  labour 
to  preferve  the  fincereft  Impartiality  in  forming 
our  Judgement :  for  that  and  that  only  will 
effectually  plead  our  Excufe,  if  we  err,  as  with- 
out Queftion  we  often  do. 

Having  now  feen  the  fcriptural  and  rational 
Extent  of  the  Phrafe,  Thy  Neighbour,  let  us 
•confider 

II.  What,  and  how  necefTary,  that  Love  is, 
which  the  Commandment  in  the  Text  enjoins 
us  to  bear  him.  This,  I  hope,  hath  appeare'd 
already  in  fome  Meafure  :  but  muft  be  fhewn 
more  diftinctly,  becaufe  too  many  object,  that 
they  cannot  help  hating  fome  Perfons,  and  fee 
no  Caufe  to  love  many  others. 

Now,    it   mould   be    confidered,    we   have 

two  Sorts  of  Love  :  one  of  Efleem,   founded 

on  the  Opinion  that  Men  are  deferving  ;   the 

other,  of  mere  Benevolence,  founded  on  the 

G  4  Know- 
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Knowledge  that  they  are  capable  of  Pleafure 
and  Pain.  The  former  we  may  judily  be  ex^ 
peeked  to  have  for  all  we  can :  the  latter,  for 
all  abiblutely,  There  are  People  in  the  World, 
for  whom  we  cannot  well  have  much  Efteem. 
Yet  every  one  hath  .'cme  valuable  Qualities. 
Thofe  whom  we  diilike,  it  is  great  Odds,  have 
more  than  we  allow  them  :  poilibly,  were  it 
not  for  our  Paffions  and  Prejudices,  we  mould 
find  fevcral  of  them  to  be  highly  worthy  and 
amiable,  And,  though  we  are  not  always  oblig^ 
ed  to  be  acquainted  with  their  Merit,  we  are 
obliged  not  to  detract  from  it.  But,  whatever 
Ground  we  may  have  to  think  ill  of  them,  No- 
thing hinders  us  from  wifhing  well  to  them.  If 
they  are  bad,  is  there  not  great  Need  of  wifh»- 
ing  they  were  better  ?  Continuing  fuch  as  they 
are,  is  it  not  reasonable  to  wifli  them  every 
Enjoyment,  that  will  do  no  Harm  to  them  or 
others?  Do  they  not  often  in  this  World,  and 
will  they  not  certainly  in  the  next,  pay  dearly 
enough  fqr  their  Wickednefs  ?  And  is  it  not  the 
Part  of  Humanity  then  to  exercile  Pity  to*- 
. wards  them  •>  and  leave  Vengeance  to  Him 
whofe  it  is  ? 

"  But  they  are  our  Enemies  :  is  that  a  Title 
"  to  our  Love  ?"  No,  certainly.     You  are  not 

commanded 
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commanded  to  love  them  becaufe  they  are 
your  Enemies,  or-the  more  for  being  fo.:  but 
only,  in  a  due  Meafure,  notwithftanding  they 
are  your  Enemies.  Perhaps  indeed  they  are 
not  fo :  at  leaft,  to  near  the  Degree  that  you 
imagine.  But  if  they  were  :  hath  not  God 
loved  us,  and  fent  his  $on  to  die  for  us,  when 
we  'were  'Enemies  z  ?  Hath  he  not  abundant 
Right  to  expect  this  Return  from  us  ?  Doth  he 
not  exprefsly  tell  us,  he  experts  it  ?  Hath  he 
not  planted  a  natural  Principle  of  Relenting 
and  Forgivenefs  in  us  ?  And  is  he  not  ready  to 
affift  us  continually,  by  his  Grace,  in  the  Re- 
vival and  Cultivation  of  it  ? 

But  you  will  fay,  *'  Even  to  our  Enemies 
"  we  will  do  no  Wrong  :  fhould  a  proper  Occa- 
•«  fion  offer,  we  will  do  them  Service:  and 
"  then,  how  can  it  fignify  any  Thing,  what 
"  our  Affections  to  them  are  ?"  Why,  you 
may  profefs  to  behave  thus,  without  loving 
them  at  all  -y  and  you  may  poffibly  defign  it : 
but  you  will  not  keep  up  to  it.  Such  as  your 
Affections  are,  fuch  will  your  Actions  be :  and 
endeavouring  to  reftrain  the  latter,  without 
amending  the  former,  you  will  find,  is  conti- 
nual Uneafmefs,  and  much  Labour,  to  little 
JPurpofe.  Rectifying  your  inward  Difpofition 
•  Rom.  v.  10. 
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is  going  to  the  Root  of  the  Matter.  To  think 
of  your  Neighbour  with  Mildnefs  and  Candour, 
and  therefore  behave  to  him  with  Equity  and 
Kindnefs,  is  a  plain  Way.  But  when  you  pre- 
tend never  to  do  him  Harm/  though  you  always 
wifh  it  him  3  and  to  be  ready  to  promote  his 
Happinefs,  while  you  defire  his  Mifery  :  either 
you  are  not  in  Earneft,  or  you  do  not  know 
yourfelf ;  it  is  too  hard  for  human  Strength. 
So  that  in  this,  indeed,  in  every  Inftance,  where 
Chriflianity  may  feem  to  have  made  our  Duty 
more  difficult,  by  enjoining  the  Reformation  of 
our  Hearts  as. well  as  our  Lives,  it  hath  on  the 
contrary  made  it  practicable  and  eafy,  by  putting 
us  in  the  only  true  Method.  Befides,  regulating 
the  one,  without  the  other,  if  we  could  do  it, 
would  be  utterly  infufficient  to  anfwer  our 
Maker's  great  End,  the  purifying  of  our  Na- 
tures, and  exalting  us  to  a  Capacity  of  heavenly 
Blifs.  The  Affections,  in  the  moral  Senfe,  are 
the  Man.  And  if  you  give  up  to  God  your  out- 
ward Actions  only,  your  Sacrifice  is  defective 
and  unacceptable.  You  will  plead,  it  may  be, 
that  to  him  you  give  up  your  whole  Soul  :  for 
you  love  God  intirely,  though  you  hate  bad 
Men.  But  loving  them,  is  one  main  Proof 
which  he  requires  of  your  loving  him.  If  you 

loved, 
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loved,  you  would  obey,  you  would  imitate  him. 
And  therefore  St.  John  declares,  If  a  Man fay ',  / 
love  God,  and  hateth  his  Brother,  he  is  a  Liar h. 

Obferve  alfo,  that  as  your  Love  to  your  Bre- 
thren muft  be  inward  and  lincere,  fo  it  muit 
have  in  View,  not  merely  their  prefent  Gratifi- 
cation, but  their  lafling  Benefit,  even  in  Oppo- 
fition  to  that;  and  not  merely  their  Welfare  in 
this  World,  but  in  the  next  too.  For  never 
was  there  furely  a  more  dreadful  Abufe  of 
Words,  than  to  call  that  Good-nature,  which; 
complacently  allows  Acquaintance,  Dependants, 
Friends,  Relations  ever  fo  near,  to  go  on  un- 
molefted  to  Ruin,  here  and  hereafter  :  nay, 
too  often,  directly  invites  and  leads  them  to  it. 
The  Scripture,  in  prohibiting  this  Behaviour, 
gives  it  the  oppofite  Name,  and  very  juftly. 
fboujbaltnot  hate  thy  Brother  in  thine  Heart;  thou 
Jhalt  rebuke  thy  Neighbour,  andnotfuffer  Sm  upon  - 
him {.  Whence,  take  Notice  again,  that  mere 
Defire  of  Good  to  another,  when  more  is  in  our 
Power,  will  by  no  Means  be  fufficient.  Love 
is  an  active  Principle :  and  if  we  flop  fhort,  be 
it  through  Penurioufnefs,  or  be  it  through  In-? 
Science,  contented  with  only  wifhing  well  to 
thofe,  whom'  with  moderate  Pains  and  Expence 

h  i  John  iv.  20i  !  Lev.  xix.  17. 

we 
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we  miglit  actually  ferve;  it  is  leaving  thai 
Affection  to  fpend;itfelf  in  doing  Nothing, 
unlefs  it  be  cheating  us  with  an  Imagination 
of  our  being  better  than  we  are,  which  God 
fcath  commanded  us  to  cherifli  and  exert  for  the 
nobleil  Purpofes. 

-  But  admitting,  that  we  are  to  !ove  our  Neig/j- 
bwr  in  this  "-Manner,  flill  doth  not  the  Com- 
mand of  loving  him  as  ourfefoes,  extend  to  fom'e- 
thing  impoffible  ?  Certainly  not.  For  we  meet 
with  feveral  Inftances  of  Pcribns  being  faid  to 
love  others  as  their  own -Souls,  or  themfelves, 
both  in  the  facredk  and  profane  Writers':  and 
•we  are:  to  underftand  the  Phrafe  agreeably  to 
their  Meaning ;  not  to  ftretch  it  farther  than 
they. can  mean.  In  Scripture,  at  leafl,  it  doth 

k  Deufc.  xiii.  6.     i  Sam.  xviii.  3.     xx.  17. 

1  In  quibus  enim  eadem  ftudia  funt,  easdemque  voluntates,  in 
his  fit,  ut  reque  quifque  altero  deledetur,  ac  fe  ipfo  :  efficiturque 
id,  quod  Pythagoras  ultimum  in  amicitia  putavit,  ut  unus  fiat  e^ 
pluribus.  Cic.  bfF.  i.  17.  Ex  quo  perfpicitur,  cum  hanc  bene- 
volentiam  late  longeque  difFafam  vir  fapiens  in  aliquem  pari 
\yr.tute_pr;Editum  contulerit,  turn  illud  effici  quod  quibufdam  in- 
qredibile  videatur,  fit  autem  necefTarium,  utnihil  fefe  plus  quam 
alterum  diligat.  Q^id  enim  eft  quod  differat,  cum  fmt  cundla 
paria  ?  Cic.  de  Leg.  i.  12.  where  fee  more.  But  he  requires 
this  Degree  of  Love  not  ta  every  Man,  but  between  perfeftly 
y^ife  and  good  Men.  TheDo&rine  of  the  Epicureans  was,  Nullo 
mode  pofl'umus  amicitlam  tueri,  nifi  acque  amicos  &  nos  ipfos 
u^.  Cic.-  de  Fin.-  i.  20.  where  fee'more. 

not 
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not  denote  the  very  higheil  Affection  that  we 
are  capable  of.    For  the  Duty  of  loving  God  is 
plainly  defigned    to    be  expreffed  in  ftronger 
Terms,  than  that  of  loving    our    Neighbour. 
Yet  the  latter  muft  imply,  not  only  Good-will 
as  real  as  we  bear  to  ourfelves ;  for,  if  it  be  in- 
confiderable,  it  will  be  ineffectual :  but  alfo  a 
large  Degree  of  Good- will ;  for  that  alfo  we  bear 
to  ourfelves.  And  farther,  we  are  to  love  him  in 
Proportion  as  we  love  ourfelves :  to  pay  a  more 
attentive  Regard    to    his  Interefts,   the    more 
powerfully  we  are  addicted  by  Nature  or  Cuflom 
to  regard  our  own  ;  and  fo  preferve  the  Balance 
of  our  Affections  in  due   Poife.     This,  how- 
ever, we  mail  do  much  better,  if  we  alfo  take 
the  Expreffion,  as  we  juitly  may,  to  compre- 
hend an  Injunction,  that  we  love  and  confider 
our  Neighbour  juft  as  much  as  we  mould  love 
and  confider  ourfelves,  were  we  in  his  Cafe.  For,  ' 
though  we  be  equally  affected  by  his  Circum- 
itances  and  our  own,  fo  far  as  we  can  know  and 
feel  both,  this  will  carry  us  no  unfit  Lengths 
in  his  Favour:  becaufe  we  cannot  know  and  feel 
both  in  the  fame    Degree  :  and,    though  we 
could,  no  Harm  would  follow.    Indeed  we  are 
fometimes  bound,  in  the  practical  Senfe,  to  love 
our  Neighbour  more  than  ourfelves :  to  mew  a 
S  greater 
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greater  Concern  for  his  Good,  not  only  than  we 
do  (hew  for  our  own ;  for  which,  God  knows, 
in  the  principal  Points,  we  often  mew  none  at 
,all ;  but  than  we  ought  to  (hew  for  our  own : 
becaufe  a  very  important  Advantage  of  his  may 
be  in  QuefUon;  and  a  fmall  one,  in  Comparifon, 
of  ours ;  which  it  would  be  Meannefs  not  to 
flight :  or  the  Advantage  of  many  may  be  in  one 
Scale,  and  our  own  fingly  in  the  other.  Now, 
when  that  happens,  we  may  be  obliged  to  go  fo 
far  as  to  lay  down  our  Lives  for  our  Brethren  m; 
not  only  for  their  eternal,  but  temporal  Welfare. 
Still,  unqueflionably,  in  all  Cafes  that  but  ap- 
proach towards  an  Equality,  we  act  allowably 
in  preferring  ourfelves,  where  no  Obligation  of 
Juflice  or  Truth  exacts  the  contrary.  And,  in 
the  endlefs  Variety  of  Circumftances  that  occur 
in  human  Life,  all  that  could  be  done  by  Pre- 
cept, at  leafl  by  any  one  mort  Precept,  and  fuch 
Mankind  mufl  have,  was  to  give  as  awakening 
a  Caution  as  poffible  againfl  the  greateft  Dan- 
ger, and  as  clear  a  Direction  as  poffible  how  to 
avoid  it ;  which,  I  hope,  you  are  feniible,  the 
Precept  before  us  hath  done  ;  and  then  to  leave 
both  right  and  wrong  Minds  to  mew  what  they 
are  :  the  one,  by  chearfully  taking,  and  dili- 
»  i  John  iii.  16. 

gently 
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gently  feeking,  if  there  be  Need,  fit  Opportuni- 
ties of  doing  Ads  of  Humanity;  the  other,  by 
railing  Scruples,  inventing  Evafions,  and  ne- 
glecting the  plaineft  Calls,  becaufe  fome  are 
doubtful. 

Men  may  indeed  be  too  prone  to  follow  every 
good-natured  Impulfe.  And  the  few  who  have 
Caufe  to  fufpedt  they  are,  mould  confider  what 
they  owe  to  themfelves,  and  to  other  Demands 
upon  them,  prefent,  or  probably  future,  as  well 
as  to  the  Object  which  now  flrikes  them  :  they 
mould  afk  the  Judgement  of  pious  and  prudent 
Friends :  they  mould  have  fome  Regard  to  the 
Judgement  even  of  the  lefs  good  Part  of  the 
World;  elfe  they  may  poffibly  difcredit  the 
Duty  which  they  would  wifh  to  recommend. 
But  giving  ourfelves  up  to  be  influenced  folely 
or  chiefly  by  common  Opinion  and  Practice,  is 
the  Way  to  extinguish  every  Thing  that  is 
right  in  us.  To  a  proper  Degree  therefore  the 
Son  of  Sirac&s  Advice  is  neceffary  to  be  obferv- 
ed:  In  every  good  Work  tntft  thy  own  Soul,  for  this 
is  the  keeping  of  the  Commandment n.  Upright 
Meaning,  with  a  moderate  Share  of  Difcretion, 
will  be  a  fafe  Guide  through  whatever  Per- 
plexities 'may  at  any  Time  arife  in  Relation  to 
this  Precept. 

?  Ecclus  xxxii.  23. 

Still 
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Still  you  will  fay  perhaps,  that,  explain  and 
limit  it  as  we  will,  it  is  very  hard  after  all, 
that,  in  order  to  obey  God,  and  demonftrate  our 
Love  to  him,  we  muft  difobey  the  Dictates  of 
the  ftrongefl  and  ufefullefl  Principle  he  hath 
planted  in  our  Nature,  the  Love  of  ourfelves, 
and  adopt  others,    often  of  very  undeferving 
Characters,  in  our  own  Room.     But  confider : 
Self-Love  is  not  Happinefs ;  it  is  not  always 
the  Inflrument  of  procuring  Happinefs  5  but 
makes  us  uneafy  and  wretched.  It  can  procure 
Happinefs  no  otherwife  than   by  exciting  us 
to  gratify  our  natural  Inclinations,  when  that 
will  do  us  Good ;  and  retraining  us  from  gratify- 
ing them,  when  it  would  do  us  Harm.     Now 
Love  to  our  Fellow-Creatures  is  one  of  our 
natural  Inclinations.  We  all  feel  and  {hew  it  to 
be  fo,  in  fome  Inftances,  more  or  lefs.  And  why 
is  not  the  Indulgence  of  it,  within  the  Bounds 
now  prefcribed,  as  likely  to  do  us  much  Good  and 
little  Harm,  as  that  of  any  other  ?  It  is  a  plea- 
ling  Movement  of  Mind  in  itfelf.     Reflection 
upon  it  affords  a  fecond  Pleafure.    We  approve 
and  efteem  ourfelves  for  having  it,  and  for  at- 
tempting what  it  prompts  us  to.  If  we  fucceed, 
we  have  exquifite  Joy :  if  we  fail,  it  is  no  in- 
confiderable  Comfort,   that  \ve   meant   well. 

And, 


SERMON      IV.  97 

And,  ordinarily  fpeaking,  all  around  us  com- 
mend and  applaud  us  for  it.  By  thefe  Means 
our  Goodneis  often  brings  us  great  worldly 
Advantages :  and  very  often  is  attended  with 
no  worldly  Difadvantage.  For  there  are  many 
and  daily  Ways  of  exerciiing  it  without  Ex- 
pence  or  Trouble.  And  if  the  reft  do  ccft  us 
fomething,  perhaps  we  can  well  bear  it,  and 
not  be  at  all  the  worfe.  But,  were  it  more, 
do  our  Indulgences  of  other  Inclinations  cofl 
us  Nothing  ?  Do  not  the  Debaucheries,  the 
Refentments,  the  Amufements,  the  Vanities, 
the  Caprices  of  Men,  interfere  much  more  fre- 
quently and  irreconcileably  with  the  trueft  and 
neareil  even  of  their  temporal  Interelts,  than 
the  Love  of  their  Neighbour  doth  ?  "  But  thefe 
*'  Things,  you  will  fay,  give  much  higher  De- 
"  light."  Perhaps  not.  For  Multitudes  pur- 
fue  with  ftrange  Eagernefs  what  yields  them 
very  little  Satisfaction.  At  belt,  it  is  a  very 
unwife  Delight.  And  poffibly  you  are  pleafed 
with  your  prefent  Objects  of  Dciire,  only  be- 
caufe  you  have  fet  yourfelves  to  be  pleafed  with 
them.  Set  yourfelves  therefore  to  be  pleafed 
with  promoting  the  Welfare  of  others  :  and  you 
will  find  your  Account  in  it,  beyond  any  Thing 
in  this  World. 

VOL,  II.  H  Indeed 
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Indeed  almoft  all  the  Mifery  of  this  World 
proceeds  from  the  Want  of  it.  The  unavoid- 
able Evils  of  Life  are  Nothing  to  thofe  which 
we  bring  upon  one  another  voluntarily,  by 
Ill-Nature,  Infenfibility  and  heedlefs  Difregard. 
Thefe  are  the  heavy  Sufferings,  that  every  one 
complains  of  and  groans  under,  and  always 
mutt,  if  every  one  will  be  guilty  of  fuch  Be- 
haviour :  and  Nothing  can  put  an  End  to  it,  but 
focial  Love.  Inilead  therefore  of  being  againft 
the  Interefl  of  any  Man,  it  is  moil  eiTentially 
for  the  Interefl  of  all  Men  :  and  were  it  to  pre- 
vail univerfally  upon  Earth,  no  Injury  would 
be  attempted,  no  Acl:  of  Kindnefs  neglected. 
For,  as  St.  Paul  argues  :  'This,  ^houjhalt  not  com- 
mit Adultery*  Tboufialt  not  kill,  Thou  foalt  not 
Jleal,  T^boufialt  not  bearfalfe  Witnefs,  Thou  ft  alt- 
not  covet ,  and  if  there  be  any  other  Commandment, 
it  is  briefy  comprehended  in  this  Saying,  Thou  ft  alt 
love  thy  Neighbour  as  thyfelf.  Love  worketh  no 
III  to  his  Neighbour  ;  allows  no  Commiffion,  no 
Omiflion,  that  may  be  hurtful  to  him  :  therefore 
Love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  Law  ' :  all  the  Obli- 
gations of  human  Society  are  fummed  up  in  it. 
With  perfect  Juflice  then  doth  our  blefled 
Lord  declare,  that  on  thefe  two  Commandments, 

1  Rom.  xiii.  9,  10, 

right 
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right  Affection  to  God  and  to  Man,  both  which 
imply  it  towards  ourfelves,  bang  all  the  Law 
and  the  Prophets  m. 

But  ftill,  it  may  be,  you  will  plead,  "  how 
"  happy  foever  the  World  would  become,  were 
*'  all  Men  influenced  by  thefe  Principles ;  yet, 
tf  iince  they  are  not,  why  muft  we  ?"  Becaufe 
the  Whole  can  be  amended  only  by  the  fepa- 
rate  Amendment  of  each  Part.   "  But,  you  will 
"  fay,  unlefs  the  reft  will  amend,  of  which, 
"  to  fpeak  moderately,  there  is  no  Likelihood 
"  in  our  Time,  the  Wickednefs  and  Mifery  of 
*'  Mankind  muft,  if  we  are  to  love   them  fo 
"  well,  and  feek  their  Good  fo  earneftly,  oc- 
"  cafion  us  much  fruitlefs  Pain,  innumerable 
'*  Difappointments    and    melancholy   Reflec- 
"  tions."  Why,  fo  it  will,  if   we  engage  in 
too  great,  or  too  difficult,  or  too  many  Under- 
takings ;  if  we  raife  our  Expectations  too  high '; 
or  fuffer  Oppofition,  either  to  kindle  us   into 
Vehemence,  or  plunge  us  into  Defpair.  But  we 
may  go  on  very  comfortably,  if  we  preferve  the 
true  Temper :  exerting  a  calm  fettled  Benevo- 
lence on  all  fit  Occafions,  becaufe  we  ought ; 
without  hoping  to  fucceed  very  often,  or  to- 
produce  on  the  Whole  any  remarkable  Change 

m  Matth.  xxii.  40. 

H2  for 
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for  the  better:  but  labouring  the  more  conftant- 
ly  for  this  very  Reafon,  that  not  a  little  of  what 
we  do  will,  to  all  Appearance,  with  Refpedt  to 
others,  be  Labour  loft.  In  the  Morning  foiv  thy 
Seedy  and  in  the  Evening  withhold  not  thine  Hand : 
for  tbou  knowejl  not,  whether  foall pro/per,  this  or 
that-,  or  whether  they  both  jh all  b-e  alike  good" . 
But  thus  much  we  Jcnow  however,  that  the 
feemingly  moft  unprofitable  Exercifes  of  Kind- 
nefs  will  not  only  be  of  unfpeakable  Benefit  to 
ourfelves  in  the  Up  (hot,  which  might  furely 
fuffice  us,  but  will  prove  feme  Means  in  the 
Hands  of  Divine  Wifdom  for  bringing  forth 
at  length  general  Good  out  of  all  Evil.  Being 
therefore  thus  Labourers  together  with  God0,  why 
fhould  not  we  be  happy  in  our  Proportion  ;  as 
he  is  perfectly,  notwithftanding  the  Failure  of 
his  gracious  Purpofes  towards  a  World,  which  he 
loves  infinitely  better,  than  thebeft  of  us  can  ? 

But  you  will  argue  further  yet:  "  Whatever 
"  Peace  we  may  have  within,  we  mail  have  none 
"  without,  but  be  laughed  at  for  poor  tame 
"  Wretches,  and  trampled  on  fecurely."  No 
fuch  Thing.  Though  few  may  imitate  you, 
very  few  will  in  earneft  defpife  you,  and  fewer 
dill  attack  you  in  any  material  Point.  Love  to 
"Eccl.  xi.  6.  °  i  Cor.  iii.  9. 

all 
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all  Men  cannot  often  provoke  any  Man.  And 
in  Cafe  of  AiTault,  you  are  not  forbidden  the 
juft  Methods  of  Self-prefervation  ;  you  are  com- 
manded to  be  prudent,  as  well  as  barmlejs p : 
•you  have  the  Laws  to  protect  you  :  all  the  good 
to  fupport  you,  from  Inclination  ;  and  moft  of 
die  bad,  if  for  no  better  a  Reafon,  yet  left  they 
fho'jld  fuffer  next.  You  will  fcrtiple,  I  own, 
taking  fome  Advantages,  by  which  they  often 
fucceed :  but  you  will  alfo  avoid  fome  Difad- 
vantages,  by  which  they  are  often  ruined.  And, 
befides  human  Helps,  you  will  have  the  Pro- 
vidence of  God  on  your  Side,  both  to  defend 
you,  and  perhaps  to  reward  you  openly  even 
here.  Or,  fhould  he  fee  it  beft  for  you  t3  go 
without  temporal  Recompences,  nay  to  fufFer 
temporal  Inconveniences  ever  fo  grievous  :  bear 
but  all  patiently  from  a  Senfe  of  Duty  to  Him, 
and  you  will  be  filled  with  Confolation  in  this 
World,  and  allured  of  Glory  in  that  which  is 
to  come. 

Trufl  him  therefore  boldly  with  the  abfolute 
Direction  of  your  Hearts  and  Lives.  Let  thofe, 
who  refolvcto  be  too  cunning  for  their  Maker, 
fupprefs  and  extinguiih  every  friendly  Senti- 
ment in  their  Breafts,  be  blind  and  deaf  to  the 

P  Matth.  x.  16. 

H  3  DiilrefTes 
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Diftreffes  of  all  around  them,  purfue  with  un- 
relenting Fervour  their  own  Interefts,  their  own 
Pleafures,  their  own  Schemes  of  Malevolence, 
hateful  and  hating  one  another*.  But  let  us  be 
fimple  concerning  Evil,  and  wife  only  unto  that 
which  is  good*  :  Jhew  Mercy  with  Cheerfulnefs, 
Love  'without  Dijjimulation,  be  kindly  affeSiioned, 
in  Honour  preferring  one  another,  dijlributing  to 
the  NeceJJities  of  the  Saints  :  rejoice  'with  them 
that  rejoice,  weep  with  them  that  weep  -,  be  not 
high-minded,  but  condefcend  to  Men  of  low  Eft  ate  V 
look  with  Pleafure  on  the  Virtues,  the  Accom- 
pli/hments,  the  Succefs  of  others  ;  be  flow  to 
believe  their  Faults,  think  of  them  with  Con- 
cern, and  treat  them  with  Mildnefs  :  love  even 
our  Enemies,  blefs  them  that  curfe  lu,  do  Good  to 
them  that  hate  us,  and  pray  for  them  that  defpite- 
fully  ufe  us,  and  pcrfe  cute  us.  For  fo  flail  we  be 
the  Children  of  our  Father,  which  is  in  Heaven  -, 
who  maketb  his  Sun  to  rife  on  the  Evil  and  the 
Good,  andfendcth  Rain  on  the  Juft  and  on  the 


i  Tr.  iii.  3.  r  Rom.  xvi.  19.  •  Rom.  xii. 

Matth.  v.  44,  45. 
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Then  was  Jefus  led  up  of  the  Spirit  into  the  Wil- 
dernefs,  to  be  tempted  of  the  Devil. 

AS  the  Word  of  God  acquaints  us  with 
many  Things  of  great  Importance,  con- 
cerning our  prefent  and  future  Condition,  which 
we  could  not  elfe  have  known  :  fo  it  opens  to  us 
particularly,  a  very  interesting  Scene,  in  the 
Difcoveries  which  it  makes  of  our  Connexions 
with  the  Inhabitants  of  the  invifible  World, 
both  good  and  bad.  Indeed,  that  various  Or- 
ders of  rational  Beings  befides  Man,  and  fuperior 
to  him,  exift  in  this  Univerfe,  is  of  itfelf  ex- 
tremely probable.  That  fome,  even  of  the 
higheft  of  them,  fhould  become  wicked,  is  only 
a  Wonder  of  the  fame  Kind,  as  that  too  many 
of  the  beft  Abilities  amongft  Men  mould  make 
the  worfl  Ufe  of  them.  That  for  their  Wicked- 
nefs  they  mould  be  caft  down  a  from  their  Jirfl 

*  2  Pet.  ii.  4. 
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Eftate  b,  and  confined  to  a  very  different  one,  is 
a  natural  Confequence  of  the  Divine  JufHce  and 
Reditude.  That,  though  Sufferers  already  for 
their  Crimes,  they  fhould  yet  be  re/erved  unto 
the  foittttjtidgenient  of  the  great  Day,  is  butjuft 
the  very  Thing  that  Reafon  teaches  concerning 
the  Sinners  of  the  human  Racealfo.  That  they 
ihould.be  deiirous  in  the  mean  Time  pf  feducing 
us  into  Tranfgremon,  is  very  natural  ;  for  we 
fee  the  profligate  amongft  ourfelves  defirous 
every  Day  of  doing  the  like.  That  this  fhould 
be  poffible  for  them,  is  by  no  Means  inconceiv- 
able: for,  fince  the  material  Frame  of  our  Earth 
is  confefTedly  liable  to  powerful  Influences  from 
other  Parts  of  the  Creation,  why  may  not  the 
intelligent  Natures  in  it  be  fo  tqo  ?  That  evil 
Spirits  fhould  be  permitted  to  afTault  us  in  a 
Degree  confident  with  our  Freedom  of  Will, 
is  evidently  as  reconcileable  both  to  the  Holi- 
nefs  and  Goodnefs  of  God,  as  that  wre  are  fuf- 
fered  to  tempt  one  another,  often  perhaps  full 
as  dangeroufly.  That  they  mould  be  capable 
of  conveying  their  Suggestions  to  us,  and  we 
not  know,  their  Manner  of  doing  it,  can  hardly 
be  called  ftrange  :  for  we  fcarce  know  the  Man- 
ner how  any  one  Thing  in  the  World  i§  done, 
b  jude  6, 

if 


SERMON  V.  105 
if  we  examine  it  to  the  Bottom ;  not  even  how 
we  convey  our  own  Thoughts  to  thofe  with 
whom  we  converfe.  And  that  we  fhould  be  ex- 
pofed  to  thefe  Temptations,  without  perceiving 
them  to  proceed  from  any  fuch  Caufe,  is  far 
from  incredible  :  for  we  are  frequently  influen- 
ced, and  ftrongly  too,  by  Perfons  of  no  higher 
Powers  and  Abilities  than  ourfelves,  without 
perceiving  that  they  influence  us  at  all. 

But,  though  every  one  of  thefe  Things  is  ra- 
tionally fuppofeable,  yet  Scripture  only  can  fa- 
itisfy  us,  that  they  are  true  in  Facl :  and  fo  ac- 
cordingly it  fully  doth.  For  though  it  tells  us, 
that  bad  AngeJs  are  held  in  everlajling  Chains  un- 
der  D arknejs c,  it  tells  us  likewife,  that  our  Ad- 
verfary  the  Devil  as  a  roaring  Lion  ivalketh  about t 
meaning,  doubtleis,  within  the  Extent  of  his 
Chain,  feeking  whom  he  may  devour  d.  And  yet, 
.even  after  the  TefHmony  of  Scripture  given  to 
thefe  Doctrines  -,  as  they  relate  to  Matters  which 
Jie  out  of  Sight,  and  therefore  affed:  the  Mind 
but  faintly,  unlefs  the  Truth  and  Importance  of 
them  be  carefully  imprelTed  upon  it,  we  receive 
them  too  commonly  with  only  a  wavering  Kind 
of  half  Belief,  which  produces  no  Manner  of 
ierious  Thought  about  them.  And  fo  by  De- 

c  Jude   6.  «  i  Pet.  v.  8. 
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grees  we  firft  overlook,  and  then  doubt,  and 
then  reject,  one  Part  after  another  of  what  is 
revealed  concerning  the  hidden  Regions  of  the 
Creation  ;  (as,  indeed,  if  once  we  begin,  where 
(hall  we  ftop  ?)  till,  at  length,  inftead  of  walk- 
ing, as  Chriftians-  ought,  by  that  Faith  %  which 
is  the  Evidetice  of  Things  not  feen f,  we  come  to 
confider  earthly  Objects  as  the  only  Realities, 
and  Heaven  and  Hell,  and  the  Inhabitants  of 
each,  as  Nothing  at  all. 

Some,  it  muft  be  owned,  far  from  difbeliev- 
ing  what  they  underfland  their  Bible  to  teach  on 
thefe  Subjects,  make  it  almofl  a  Point  of  Reli- 
gion to  believe  a  great  deal  more :  whereas  the 
plain  and  fafe  Rule  certainly  is,  to  go  as  far  as 
Scripture  goes,  but  alfo  to  ftop  where  Scripture 
flops.  For  whatever  Notions  are  creduloully 
entertained,  beyond  its  Warrant,  will  always,  in 
the  Event,  weaken,  inftead  of  confirming,  the 
Perfuafion  of  its  genuine  Articles.  But,  unde- 
niably, the  prevailing  Extreme  at  prefent  is, 
that  of  queftioning,  or  flighting,  though  we  do 
not  queftion,  whatever  is  placed  a  little  without 
the  Reach  of  our  own  Faculties,  be  it  ever  fo 
clearly  afferted  by  our  Maker  himfelf.  This 
Turn  of  Mind  is  highly  undutiful  -y  and  tends 

•  2  Cor.  v.  7.  fHeb.  xi.  i. 
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to  miflead  us,  in  the  Whole  of  Religion  firft, 
and  then  of  common  Life.  The  Remedies  for 
it  are,  to  think  of  ourfelves  with  Humility,  and 
read  and  confider  the  Do&rines  of  God's  Word 
with  reverent  Attention.  That  of  our  being 
tempted  by  invifible  Powers  needs  not  have 
any  wrong  Effedts  upon  us,  and  may  have  very 
right  ones.  For,  as  thefe  Temptations  are  not 
diftinguifhable  by  us  from  thofe  which  arife 
of  themfelves  in  our  own  Breafts,  and  may  be 
refitted  effectually  by  the  fame  Methods,  the 
Belief  of  them  can  by  no  juft  Confequence 
drive  us  either  into  Superftition  orDefpondency. 
But  the  Confideration  of  having  fuch  an  addi- 
tional Adverfary,  befides  the  World  and  the 
Flefh,  muft  naturally  increafe  our  Watchful- 
nefs,  and  thankful  Dependence  on  the  Help  of 
Divine  Grace  :  and  the  Reflexion  that,  in  com- 
mitting Sin,  we  are  complying  with  the  Sug- 
geftions,  and  gratifying  the  Malice,  of  the  Ene- 
mies of  God,  of  our  own  Souls,  and  of  the 
whole  Creation,  cannot  but  incline  us  to  a 
ftrong  Abhorrence  even  of  fuch  Tranfgreflions, 
as  we  might  elfe  have  been  difpofed  to  view  in 
a  pleafing  Light. 

Now,  of  all  the  Paflages  of  Scripture  which 

relate  to  this  Point  of  Doftrine,  there  are  none 
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more  inirructive,  than  thofe  of  the  Evangeliils, 
in  which  we  find  our  bleiled  Lord  himfelf  af- 
faulted  by  the  Tempter  :  whole  Victory,  for  that 
Reafon,  the  Wifdom  of  the  Church  hath  taken 
Care  to  let  before  our  Eyes  in  the  Gofpel  for 
this  Day,  as  the  propereft  Admonition  to  us  in 
the  Beginning  of  trie  prefent  Seafon :  the  Buii- 
jiefs  of  which,  if  we  purpofe  to  be  at  all  the 
better  for  it,  is  arming  ourielves  againft  thofe 
Temptations  with  which  we  may  meet  here- 
after, as  well  as  humbling  ourfelves.  for  having 
yielded  to  fo  many  already,  And  therefore  I 
ihall  now  endeavour, 

I.  To  explain  this  Part  of  our  Saviour's 
Hiftory. 

II.  To  point  out,  in  a  few  Words,   the 
practical  Ufes  that  flow  from  it. 

I.  To  explain  this  Part  of  his  Hiftory. 

The  Number  of  wicked  Spirits  is  reprefented 
in  Scripture  as  very  large.  And  yet  one  only, 
denoted  by  the,  Name  cf  Satan,  or  the  Devil,  is 
generally  mentioned  as  inticing  Men  to  Sin. 
The  Reafon  of  this,  in  other  Places  of  Holy 
Writ,  may  be,  that,  as  they  are  all  united  under 
one  Head,  and  engaged  in  one  Defign,  they  are 
to  be  regarded  by  us  as  one  Adverfary  :  for,  in 
the-  common  Language  of  War,  we  ,fpea^  °f 

the 
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the  Enemy  in  the  fingular  Number,  when  yet 
we  mean  a  Multitude.  But  there  is  more  efpe- 
cial  Ground  for  it,  in  the  Text,  as  unqueftionably 
the  Prince  of  the  Demons g  himfelf  would  perfo- 
nally  engage  in  fo  arduous  a  Combat,  as  that 
with  Jifus  muft  appear  likely  to  prove.  That 
he,  who  bears  Ill-will  to  all  Men,  mould  ear- 
neftly  wim  to  miflead  and  pervert  one,  whom 
he  could  not  but  fee  to  be  a  very  extraordinary 
Man,  and  fent  on  fome  Errand  of  fingular  Benefit 
to  the  human  Race,  was  to  be  expected.  And 
that  he  mould  hope  to  do  it,  may  be  accounted 
for,  partly  from  hence  :  that  as  wicked  Men, 
though  of  eminent  Abilities,  are  perpetually  at- 
tempting very  abfurd  Things,  fo  may  wicked 
Spirits  too :  as  indeed  all  Wickednefs  implies, 
in  its  very  Nature,  the  abfurdefl  Hope  and  At- 
tempt in  the  World  -,  that  of  being  Gainers  by 
difobeying  a  wife  and  juft  Ruler,  of  infinite 
Power.  Befides,  the  Devil  had  fallen  himfelf, 
even  without  a  Tempter :  he  had  fucceeded  by 
the  Means  of  Temptation  againfl  the  firft  Man, 
and  more  or  lefs  againft  all  Men  iince ;  and  pro- 
bably he  knew  not  dirtinclly  what  Manner  of 

£  Mr.tth.  -ix.  34.  The  Word  here  is  not  A/stfsAo?,  nor  is  that 
ever  ufed  of  wicked  Spirits  in  the  Plural  Number:  and  therefore 
it  is  properer  to  fay  Demons,  than  Devils. 
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Perfon  this  was  whom  he  afTaulted.  For, 
though  he  might  know  him  to  have  been  de- 
clared the  Son  of  God,  frill  that  Name  is  capa- 
ble of  various  Meanings.  Or,  if  he  knew  him 
to  be  the  promifed  Merliah,  yet  he  might  ima- 
gine that  this  Promife,  as  well  as  others,  was  a 
conditional  one,  though  no  Condition  was  ex- 
prefled  ;  and  therefore  liable  to  be  defeated. 
Or,  at  leaft,  Rage  might  urge  him  to  moleft, 
though  he  defpaired  to  overcome. 

But  then,  why  the  Lord  of  all*,  who  quickly 
afterwards  caft  out  Demons  with  a  Word,  fub- 
mitted  previoufly  to  fuch  repeated  Indignities, 
as  thefe  Trials  made  of  him  by  the  Power  of 
Darknefs,  perhaps  we  cannot  fully  fay.  But 
this  at  leafh  may  be  faid  very  fafely,  that,  for  any 
Thing  we  know,  it  might  behove  him,  not  only, 
in  general,  to  be  made  in  all  things  like  unto  his 
Bretbren,\h.&t  fo  he  might  relift  the  Devil  on  our 
Behalf  perfectly,  whom  we  reiift  very  imper- 
fectly ;  but,  in  particular,  to  give  the  Enemy  all 
Advantages  and  Opportunities,  in  order  to  make 
his  Defeat  more  confpicuous  :  befides  that  we 
may  gather,  as  I  ihall  mew  you  in  the  Conclur 
fion,  much  Inflruclion  and  much  Comfort  from 
the  Benefit  of  his  Example,  and  from  the  con- 

h  Afts  x.  36. 
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descending  ArTurance,  which  his  having  fuffered 
himjelfy  being  tempted,  affords,  that  he  vfillfuccour 
us  when  we  are  tempted  alfo  {.  The  wicked 
one  made  this  Attack  upon  him  at  the  Begin- 
ning of  his  public  Appearance,  becaufe  undoubt- 
edly he  thought  no  Time  was  to  be  loft  for 
preventing  the  Good  intended  by  it.  And 
Jefus  was  led  up  of  the  Spirit  purpofely  to  meet 
him,  becaufe  the  Pivine  Omnifcience  forefaw 
the  Event.  As  for  the  Choice  of  the  Wilder- 
nefs  for  the  Scene  of  Action ;  we  find,  that  he 
often  retired  into  Places  of  Solitude  for  Medita-^ 
tion  and  Prayer  :  and  no  Wonder  if  he  did  it 
now,  before  he  undertook  the  inexpreffibly 
weighty  Office,  for  which  a  Voice  from  Heaven 
had  juft  marked  him  out. .  The  Addition  of 
Fafting  to  his  Devotions  was  another  Inftance 
(his  Baptifm  had  already  been  one)  of  fulfilling 
all  Righteoufnefs^,  by  doing,  in  Obedience  to 
God's  general  Appointment,  what,  if  he  did  not 
want,  good  Men  in  all  Ages  have  experienced, 
when  ufed  on  fit  Occafions,  and  to  a  proper  De- 
gree, very  needful  and  beneficial.  His  fafting 
the  determinate  Number  of  forty  Days,  leads 
us  immediately  to  recoiled,  that  Mofes  the 
Giver  of  the  Law,  and  Eh'as  the  Chief  of  the 

i  Heb.  ii.  17,  18.  k  Matth.  iii.  15. 
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Prophets,  did  the  very  fame  Thing  in  theif 
Times,  which  he,  \vho  came  to  fulfil  the  Law  ana 
the  Prophets ',  did  now.  Nor  are  there  wanting 
remarkable  Coincidences  of  the  Number  of 
forty  on  other  Occafions.  What  Secret  of  Pro- 
vidence may  lie  concealed  under  them,  appears 
not  yet :  future  Occurrences,  perhaps,  will 
mew  it.  But,  in  the  mean  while,  we  may  ven^- 
ture  to  fay  this  :  that  as  our  Saviour  ufed  fo  long 
and  total  an  Abftinence  but  once,  and  we  are 
incapable  of  ufmg  it  fo  much  as  once;  repeating 
a  faint  Shadow  of  it  every  Year  cannot  be  our 
Duty  merely  from  his  Example  :  and  that,  nei- 
ther himfelf  nor  his  Aroftles  having  laid  any 
fuch  Command  upon  Chriftians,  the  Fail  of 
Lent  ftands  only  on  the  Footing 'of  human, 
though  ancient,  Injunction,  and  private  Pru- 
dence. 

During  thefe  forty  Days,  it  is  obferved  by 
St.  Mark,  our  blefled  Redeemer  was  with  the 
wild  Beajls :  which  Words  inufl  imply,  elfe 
they  are  of  no  Significance,  that  the  ficrceft 
Animals  were  awed  by  his  Prefence,  and  fo  far 
laid  afide  their  iavnge  Nature  for  the  Time  : 
thus  verifying  literally  what  Elipbaz  in  Job  faith 
figuratively  concerning  a  good  Man.  At  De-~ 

1  Matth.  v.   17. 
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flruffion  and  Famine  ft)  alt  tkmi  laugh,  neither  foalt 
tfou  .  be  afraid  of  the  Beafts  of  the  Earth  :  for 
they  Jhall  be  at  Peace  with  thee  ".  Nor  doth  St. 
Mark  only;  but  St.  Luke  alfo  acquaint  us,  that 
throughout  thefe  \vho\eforfy  Days  he  was  tempt- 
ed of  Satan0 ;  though  in  what  particular  Man- 
ner, they  have  not  faid  ;  nor  perhaps  did  he 
inform  his  very  Apoftles  :  there  being  many 
Things  in  his  Life,  that  were  myfterious 
even  to  them  j  and  no  Marvel  then,  if  they 
are  fo  to  us. 

When  the  Days  of  his  miraculous  Fafting 
Were  completed,  the  Tempter  came  to  him  in 
a  vifible  Form :  a  Thing,  which  we  have 
neither  any  Reafon  from  hence  to  fear  will  ever4 
be  our  own  Cafe,  or  to  believe  is  ever  the  Cafe 
of  other  common  Men  5  nor  yet  to  doubt  of  its 
having  been  his*  from  its  never  being  ours  or 
theirs.  For  the  whole  Life  of  Ghrijl  was  fo  full 
of  Wonders,  that  the  Hiftory  of  his  Temptation 
is  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  reft :  and  we  muft 
either  queftion  all,  or  no  Part;  In  what  Like- 
nefs  the  Devil  appeared,  we  are  n6t  told  :  proba- 
bly refembling  one  of  the  good  Angels,  who  feem 
by  St.  Mark  to  have  attended  our  Saviour,  and  mi- 
mjleredunto  him*,  in  the  Courfe  of  this  wonderful 

n  Job  v.  22,  23.       c  Mark  i.  13.  Luke  iv.  2.     P  Mark  i.  13. 
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Difpenfation,  before  his  Combat,  as  well  as 
after  his  Conquer*.  We  learn  from  St.  Paul, 
that  Satan  hath  been  fometimes  transformed  into 
an  Angel  of  Light q.  And  fuch  a  Transforma- 
tion, on  the  Occafion  before  us,  not  only  fuits 
bell:  with  his  two  laft  Temptations,  but  was  cer- 
tainly the  likelieft  to  procure  him  Succefs  in  any 
of  them.  At  leaft  he  certainly  did  not  appear 
what  he  was  :  for  that  would  intirely  have  fruf- 
trated  his  Intent.  And  accordingly  we  find, 
that  as  foon  as  he  knew  him! elf  to  be  difcovered, 
he  defpaired  and  fled. 

The  firft  Attack  which  the  Tempter  made, 
was  grounded  on  the  bodily  Neceflities  of  our 
blelled  Lord  -,  now  again  permitted  to  feel  the 
Appetite  of  Hunger ;  and  deftitute,  where  he 
was,  of  all  Means  to  fatisfy  it.  On  this  Foun- 
dation the  Devil  raifed  a  Propofal  of  refined  Ar- 
tifice :  that  he  mould  inftantly  make  an  Expe- 
riment, and  give  a  Proof,  of  the  Truth  and 
Extent  of  the  late  Declaration  from  Heaven  in 
liis  Favour,  T^his  is  my  beloved  Son r,  by  ordering 
a  fupernatural  Supply  for  the  Want  which 
preffed  him.  Ifthou  be  the  Son  of  God,  command 
that  thefe  Stones  be  made  Bread".  Everyone, 
perhaps,  may  not  immediately  fee  where  the 

*  z  Cor.,  xi.  14.         T  AJatth.  iii.  17.         s  Chap.  iv.  3. 
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Fault  of  this  would  have  been  ;  which  is  the 
very  Circumflance  that  made  it  a  fit  Tempta- 
tion.    Satan  had  no  Profpecl:  of  being  able  to 
lead  him  at  one  Step  into  a  grofs  Tranfgreffion : 
and  any  real  Deviation,  however  fmall,  from 
either  Piety  or  Virtue,  would  have  anfwered 
his  End.     Now,  Compliance  with  this  Coun- 
fel  would  have  been  a  Deviation.    The  Voice 
from  Heaven  alone  carried  Evidence  enough 
along  with  it  of  God's  efpecial  Regard  to  him  : 
and  defiring  a  yet  fuller  Demonftration  of  it 
would  certainly  have  argued  a  blame-worthy 
Diffidence.    He  had  been  fupported  by  the  fole 
Word   and  Will  of  his   heavenly  Father   for 
forty  Days :  why  muft  he  now,  without  any 
fufficient  Notice  of  the  Change  of  that  Will, 
attempt  a  new  Miracle  for  providing  himfelf 
Bread  to  live  on  ;  as  if  the  old  one,  which  ena- 
bled him  to  live  without  it,  had  lofl  its  Force  ? 
When  God  defigned  him  to  return  to -the  ordi- 
nary Way  of  Life,  he  would  furnim  him  with 
every  Thing  requifite  for  it :  but  in  the  Interval, 
it  had  been  as  abfurd  for  him  to  think  of  pro- 
ducing Bread  for  himfelf  in  the  Wildernefs,  as 
for  Mofes  to  have  thought  of  producing  it  for  the 
Ifraelitcs  there,  i  nftead  of  the  Manna,  rained  down 
from  Heaven  for  their  Suftenance.  And  there - 
I  2  fore 
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fore  he  anfwered,  with  the  utinoft  Propriety,  in 
his  own  Cafe,  exa&ly  what  Mofcs  had  obferved 
to  them  upon  theirs,  that  Man  doth  not  live  by 
Bread  only,  but  by  every  Word  that  proccedeth 
out  of  the  Mouth  of  the  Lord', 

The  wily  Serpent,  appearing  in  all  Likelihood 
perfectly  fatisfied  with  this  Anfwer,  and  con- 
vinced that  acting  otherwife,  than  our  Saviour 
did,  would  really  have  been  diftrufling  God, 
propofes  next,   (and  poffibly  under  Colour  of 
making  Amends)  to  give  him  the   mofh  illuf- 
trious  Opportunity  of  mewing  the  higheft  Con- 
fidence in  God  that  could  be.    And,  the  meek 
ytfus  patiently  yielding  to  what  he  clearly  dif- 
cerned  the  Intention  of,  the  Tempter  conveys 
him  through  the  Air,  (no  Wonder  that  he  fuf- 
fered  it,  for  he  furTered  wicked  Men  to  take 
much  greater  Liberties  with  him  afterwards) 
and  places  him  on  one  of  the  Battlements  of 
the  Temple  of  Jerufalcm :  exhorting  him  to  caft 
himfelf  down  in  the  Sight  of  all  the  Worfnip- 
pers  there  aiTembled,  and  procure  that  Glory  to 
the  Deity,  and  that  Honour  to  himfelf,  which 
muft  be  the  Confequence  of  their  feeing  pub- 
licly and  literally  fulfilled  in  him  that  Predic- 
tion of  the  Pfalmift  concerning  a  pious  Man, 
<  Deut.  viii.  3.  Matth.  iv.  4. 

which 
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which  fo  eminently  pious  a  one  as  he  had  cer- 
tainly both  Reaibn  and  Faith  enough  to  depend 
on  :  He  ft: all  giv-e  l>is  Angels  Charge  concerning  ' 
tbcc:  and  in  their  Hands  they  foall  bear  thee  up,  left 
at  any  Time  thon  dafv  thy  Foot  again  ft  a  Stone' : 
podibly  infinuating  farther,  by  the  Ufe  of  thefe 
Words,  his  own  Ambition  of  being  employed 
as  the  Inftrument  of  fo  noble  a  Miracle,   for 
which  he  had  juft  before  (hewn  himfelf  quali- 
fied, and  the  tutelary  Spirit  of  fo  excellent  a 
Perion.     But  the  Redeemer  of  Mankind,  far 
from  being  difconcerted  by  the  fudden  Change 
of  the  Argument,  or  dazzled  by  fo  fpecious  a 
Plea,  calmly  anfwers  by  another  Text  of  Scrip- 
ture, explaining  and  limiting  that,  "which  the 
Seducer  had  quoted  imperfe&ly,  and  applied 
wrong  :  T^boufoalt  not  tempt  the  Lord  thy  God*. 
As  we  ought  not  from  Diffidence  to  aik  new 
Proofs  of  his  Power,  where  we  have  had  furfi- 
oient  ones  already,  fo  neither  muft  we  from  Pre- 
fumption  urge  him  to  do  for  us  what  we  have 
no  Need  of,  and  what  therefore  he  hath  given 
us  no  Right  to  expect.     For  they,  who  ftirow 
away  the  natural  Means,  which  he  hath  be- 
llowed on  them  for  preferring  themfelves,  for- 
feit all  Title  to  a  fupernatural  Protection. 
u  Pf.  xci.  11,12.  Matth.  iv.  6.     w  Deut,  vi,  i<5.  Matth.  iv.  7. 

I  3  Though 
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Though  unfuccefsful  in  both  thefe  AfTaults, 
the  Tempter,  no t with ftan ding,  begins  another 
without  Delay,  probably  built  on  the  Defeats 
which  he  had  undergone.  He  places  our  blef- 
fed  Lord,  ftill  giving  Way  to  his  vain  Efforts, 
on  a  commanding  Eminence >  reprefents  to  him 
from  thence,  in  extended  View,  or  mimic 
Imagery,  or  pompous  Defcription  x,  whatever 
was  great  and  fplendid  in  the  Kingdoms  of  the 
Earth  ;  alledges,  that  to  himfelf,  as  the  Vice- 
gerent of  the  Almighty,  the  Dominion  of  this 
fublunary  World  was  granted  ;  over  which  he 
was  willing  to  place,  on  the  reafonable  Terms 
of  Homage  done  to  him  for  it,  one,  of  whofe 
fuperior  Underflanding  and  Rightnefs  of  Mind 
he  had  now  made  fo  thorough  a  Trial.  All 
this  Power  will  I  give  thce :  for  It  is  delivered  unto 
me.  If  therefore  thou  wilt  ivorfaip  me,  all  fo  all 
be  thine  7.  To  each  of  the  former  Suggeftions 

*  Heuman,  DhT.  Sylloge,  torn  i.  p.  i.  DiiT.  7.  thinks  he  only 
pointed  towards  each  Kingdom,  and  (hews  that  J*&x,vva  and 
cjlendo  fignify  this.  Bibl.  Germ.  1748,  Jan.  p.  108.  Spartian, 
in  the  Life  of  Severus,  faith,  that  from  the  Top  of  a  high 
Mountain  he  faw  Rome,  &  crbcm  tcrrarum.  Cyprian,  ad  Dona- 
turn  de  Gratia  Dei,  p.  4.  Ed.  Fell,  exhorts  him :  Paulifper  te 
crede  fubduci  in  mantis  ardui  verticem  celfiorem,  fpeculare 
inde  rerum  infra  te  jacentium  facies  ;  &  oculis  in  diverfa  por- 
rcftis,ipfe  a  terrenis  contaftibus  liber,  fiudluantis  mundi  turbines 
jntuere.  And  hence  he  fuppofes  him  to  lee  the  Whole  of  it. 

y  Luke  iv.  6,  7.. 

the 


SERMON      V.         119 

the  holy  Jefas  had  replied  without  Emotion  : 
but  now,  when  the  Majefty  of  his  heavenly 
Father  was  injured,  and  the  Faith  of  his  own 
Allegiance  to  him  aflailed,  by  fo  vile  a  Falfe- 
hood,  he  bears  no  longer ;  tells  the  Hypocrite, 
he  knew  him  well  for  the  Adverfary  of  God, 
who  had  granted  to  no  created  Being,  much 
lefs  to  him,  the  Honours,  or  the  Authority, 
which  he  claimed  j  and  commands  him  that 
Moment  to  quit  his  Prefence.  Get  thee  hence  y 
Satan  :  for  it  is  written,  Thou  flak  worfiip  the 
Lord  thy  God?  and  him  only  fo  alt  thouferve.  Then 
the  Devil  leavetb  him,  and  Angels  came  and  mi- 
nijtered  unto  him7',  doubtlefs  whatever  his  Con- 
dition required. 

All  Hopes  of  feducing  him  were  now  at  an 
End.  What  remained,  was  only  to  oppofe  and 
perfecute  him.  And,  as  this  Method  was  taken 
very  foon  after  the  former  failed,  St.  Luke  ob~ 
ferves,  that  the  Devil  departed  from  him  but  for  a 
Seafon  3.  Accordingly  Chrijl  himfelf  expreffes 
the  Whole  of  his  public  Life  on  Earth  by  the 
Phrafe  of  his  Temptations  b.  But  as  every  Con- 
trivance of  the  Ruler  of  Darknefs c  againit  him 
proved  ineffectual  s  fo  that,  which  he  laboured 

z  Matth.  iv.  ic,  1 1.  a  Luke  iv.  1 3.          bLn4;e  xv.i.  ;S'. 

c  Eph.  vi.  12. 

T  4  moil. 
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moil,  and  at  Length  accomplifhed,  the  taking 
away  of  his  Life,  inftead  of  preventing  the  Erec- 
tion of  our  Saviour's  rightful  Kingdom,  gave 
the  mortal  Blow  to  his  own  ufurped  Tyranny. 
For  through  Death  the  Son  of  Man  deftroyed  him 
who  bad  the  Power  of  Death,  that  is  the  Devi/d  : 
and  having  fpoiled  Principalities  and  Powers, 
triumphed  over  them  on  his  Crofs  e. 

II.  I  come  now  to  fpeak  briefly  of  the  practi- 
cal Ufes  that  flow  from  this  Part  of  pur  Saviour's 
Hiflory.  And  the  following  are  not  inconiide- 
rable  :  that  the  heft  of  Men  are  no  more  exempt 
from  Temptations,  than  others ;  but  may  pof- 
fibly  be  tried  with  a  larger  Share  of  them,  and 
fuch  as  are  harder  to  be  withftood :  that  every 
one  therefore  .ought,  in  every  Part  of  Life,  to 
prepare  for  them  ;  and  no  one,  merely  on  Ac- 
count of  his  filtering  ever  fo  many,  to  doubt 
of  the  Favour  and  Love  of  God  :  that  Allure^ 
ments  to  Evil  may  perhaps  befet  us  with  pecu- 
liar Importunity  in  the  Entrance  upon  our 
Chriftian  Gourfe ;  but,  if  we  refifl  them  faith- 
fully then,  may  ceafe  in  a  great  Meafure  after- 
wards ;  and  God's  Grace  enable  us  to  go  fafely 
and  honourably  through  the  fevereft  Conflicts  of 
any  other  Kind  :  that  Retirement  and  fyTedita- 

*Keb.  ii.  \\.  c  Col.  ii.  14,  15. 

tipn. 
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Failing  and  Prayer,  are  the  right  Prepara- 
tives againft  all  Solicitations  to  Sin ;  which  yet 
may  come  upon  us  in  the  very  Midft  of  our  reli- 
gious Duties,  and  ftridleft  Observances  j  nay, 
$atan  may  leek  Advantage  from  them  to  mif- 
lead  us  :  that  if,  even  at  fuch  Times  we  are  not 
fecure?  much  lefs  are  we  fo  in  the  Midi!  of  the 
Gares  and  Purfuits,  but  especially  the  Pleafures 
of  Life  -y  by  thoughtlefs  Indulgence  of  which, 
we  invite  and  aid  the  Tempter,  whom  we  ought 
to  mun  and  oppofe  :  that  we  mould  never  ven- 
ture out  of  the  plain  Road  of  Duty,  to  fupply 
the  moil  urgent Neceiiities;  never  run  into  need- 
lefs  Danger,  in  Hope  of  extraordinary  Deliver- 
ance; never  accept  the  greateft  Advantages, 
when  offered  as  the  Price  of  our  Innocence :  that 
Riches,  and  Honours,  and  Power  are  the  moft 
dangerous  of  Trials,  being  referved  for  the  laft 
in  the  Cafe  of  our  blefTed  Lord  :  and  whoever 
can  reject  them  inftantly  with  Indignation, 
when  offered  on  finful  Conditions,  as  he  did,  is 
far  advanced  in  the  Road  to  Perfe&ion :  that 
laying  up  the  Doctrines  and  Precepts  of  Scrip- 
ture in  our  Hearts,  ready  for  Ufe,  is  providing 
the  beft  Defence  againil  our  Spiritual  Enemies ; 
yet  that  Scripture  itfelf  may  be  eaiily  perverted 
f  o  mifguide  us,  unlefs  we  carefully  interpret  one 

Part 
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Part  of  it  by  another,  and  every  one  by  the  De- 
iign  of  the  Whole  :  that  the  effectual  Way  of 
dealing  with:  all  evil  Suggestions,  is  to  repel 
them  v/ith  an  immediate,  and  ihort,  and  deter- 
minate Anfwer,  founded  on  God's  Word  j  and 
that  permitting  them  to  reply  to  us,  and  plead 
with  us,  is  only  giving  them  a  Handle  to  de- 
ceive and  deftroy  us  :  that  they,  who  are  led  by 
the  Providence  of  God  to  meet  Difficulties,  will, 
if  they  aflc  it,  be  filled  with  the  Spirit  of  God  to 
go  through  them ;  and  fo  'with  the  temptation  he 
ivitt  a/Jo  make  a  Way  to  efcape f :  or,  to  fpeak  in 
St.  James's  \Vords,. that  if  we  refft  the  Devil,  he 
ivill  flee  from  us ;  and  if  we  draw  nigh  to  God,  he 
will  draiu  nigh  to  us  g.  That  fmce  we  have  not 
an  High  Priejr  which  cannot  be  touched  with  the 
Feeling  of  our  Infinities,  but  one,  who  ivas  in  all 
Points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  we  may  come. boldly 
through  him  to  the  throne  of  Grace,  andfnd 
Help  in  Time  of  Need.  But  then,  as  he  was 
tempted  without  S/nh,  we  muft  imitate,  though 
we  cannot  equal,  him  ;  and  really,  though  not 
perfectly  in  this  Life,  conquer  Sin  alib :  for  only 
to  him  that  over  comet  h  will  he  grant  to  Jit  with  him 
in  his  Throne  \  Yet,  as  the  Tempter  departed- 

(  i  Cor.  x.  13.  *  James  iv.  7,  S.          h  Heb.  iv.  15,  16. 

'Rtv.  iii.  2 1. 

from 
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from  our  Lord  himfelf  only  for  a  Seafon,  we  are 
not  to  imagine,  that  he  will  ever  depart  wholly 
from  us :  but  may  flill  comfort  ourfelves,  that 
if  we  put  on  the  whole  Armour  of  God,  and 
ivrcftle  again/I  him  as  we  ought,  ivefiall  be  able 
tojland  againfi  all  his  Wiles*:  nay,  every  At- 
tempt to  weaken  our  Virtues,  mall  only  prove  a 
wholefome  Exercife  to  ftrengthen  and  improve 
them ;  till  at  Length,  having  fought  the  good 
Fight  of  Faith,  we  mall  lay  hold  on  eternal  Life '; 
and  not  only  the  Angels,  who  minifter  to  us  now 
Affiftance  in  our  Conflict,  mail  join  with  our 
Fellow  Saints  in  applauding  our  Victory,  but 
the  Captain  of  our  Salvation  m  himfelf  acknow- 
ledge us  openly  for  bis  good  and  faithful  Soldiers 
and  Servants  n.  Elejfed  is  the  Man  that  endureth 
temptation:  for  when  he  is  tried,  he  flail  receive 
the  Crown  of  Life,  which  the  Lord  hath  promifed 
to  them  who  love  him  °. 

k  Eph.  vi.  1 1 ,  1 2.  !  i  Tim.  vi.  1 2.  m Heb.  ii.  i o. 

n  Matth.  xxv.  21.     2  Tim.  ii.  3.  c  James  i.  12. 
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For  all  feck  their  own>  not  the  Things  'which  are 
Jefus  Chri/s. 

THESE  Words  contain  both  an  Account 
what  the  Practice  of  Mankind  is,  and 
alib  an  Intimation  what  it  mould  be.     And 
therefore,  in  difcourfmg  upon  them,  it  will  be 
proper, 

I.  To  conlider  what  is  meant  by  feeking  our 
oivn  Things. 

II.  What  by  feeking  the  Things  ofjefus  Chrijt. 
III.  To  explain  and  prove  the  Affertion,  that 

allfeek  the  former,  not  the  latter. 

IV.  To  mew  what  we  are  to  learn  from  it. 

I.  Seeking  our  o<wnThings,\s  purfuing  our  own 
Inclinations  and  Fancies,  or  imagined  worldly 
Intereft.  And  many  flrange  Fancies  People 
of  all  Ranks  indulge.  Some  never  afk  them- 
felves,  whether  the  Courfe  which  they  are 

4  taking 
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taking  is  likely  to  be  for  their  Good  :  others 
never  flacken  it,  though  from  Time  to  Time 
they  ftrongly  fufpect  it  is  not.  Often  they 
adopt,  without  Examination,  the  Opinions  of 
thofe  about  them,  whom  yet  they  are  far  from 
eileeming :  and  either  will  not  fee,  that  better 
Judges  think  differently  ;  or  do  fee  it,  and  will 
not  regard  it,  but  follow  Cuftom  blindfold,  even 
againft  their  own  Liking.  Or  it  may  be,  they 
think  a  little,  but  think  fhort ;  neither  to  the 
End,  nor  to  any  confiderable  Part,  even  of  the 
prefent  Life  :  imagine  what  pleafes  now,  muffc 
always  pleafe  ;  and  what  brings  no  Inconve- 
nience yet,  will  never  bring  any.  Indeed, 
ufually,  it  is  their  principal  Point,  to  acquire 
the  Things  which  others  wifh  for,  though  vi- 
fibly  of  no  real  Ufe  -,  and  they  are  vehement 
for  whatever  will  make  them  envied  as  happy 
Perfons,  though  it  produce  little  elfe  than  Vexa- 
tion and  Guilt.  Some  will  not  truft  even  their 
own  Experience  againft  their  PrepoiTeffions  ; 
but  force  themielves  to  believe,  that  the  Lives 
which  they  lead  mufl  needs  be  delight- 
ful, though  they  feel  the  contrary.  Many 
lofe  the  Opportunities,  and  even  the  Relim, 
of  moderate  and  rational  Pleafures,  by  a 
wild  Purfuit  of  vifionary  and  extravagant  ones. 

Nay, 
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Nay,  there  are  fome  who  not  only  follow  wrong 
Ways,  but,  as  the  Text  hath  it,feek  them  :  go 
purpofely  out  of  the  plain  Road,  as  it  were,  in 
Search  of  Mifery.  It  were  much  to  be  wiflied, 
that  all  thefe  were  more  ftudious  of  their  Inter- 
ell,  even  their  temporal  Intereft,  than  they 
are :  it  might  be  one  Step  towards  becoming 
what  they  ought.  But  1K11  the  moll:  faithful 
and  amduous  Worlhippers  of  the  World's  great 
Idols,  Applaufe,  Advancement,  Profit,  Power, 
entirely  miftake,  if  they  hope  that  any  of 
thefe  Things  will  either ,  fecure  them  lafKng 
Enjoyment,  or  preferve  them  from  acute  Mife- 
ry. A  little  Reflexion  difcovers,  that  Happi- 
nefs  confifls  in  fomewhat  liable  and  inward : 
whence  the  more  thoughtful  have  learned  to 
feek  it  in  themfelves.  But,  alas !  when  we  infpect 
ourfelves,  what  a  Mixture  do  we  find,  of  Igno- 
rance, which  we  cannot  enlighten,  of  Weak- 
nefs  which  we  cannot  ftrengthen,  of  Wrong- 
nefs  which  we  cannot  fet  right !  Befides  that 
all  Creatures,  as  fuch,  arc  efTentially  irifufK- 
cient  for  their  own  Happinefs  ;  there  is  by 
Nature  a  Void  within  us,  which  muft  be  filled 
from  above,  or  we  mull:  remain  for  ever  craving 
and  unfatisikd.  Let  us  therefore  look  upwards, 
and  conlider, 

II.  Me 
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II.  The  Things  'which  are  Jefus  Cbri/s  :  the* 
Benefits  that  he  hath  procured  for  us,  with  the 
Knowledge  of  them  that  he  hath  comrnuni- 
Gated  to  us*  And  indeed  what  have  we  of 
Value,  that  is  not  his  ?  Some  have  pretended 
they  could  inveftigate  all  the  Doctrines,  ths 
Duties,  the  Rewards  of  Religion  completely 
by  their  own  Realbn,  and  form  themfelves  to  a 
fuitable  Difpofition  by  their  own  Strength. 
But  the  Hiilory  of  Heathenifm  clearly  mews, 
that  no  one  ever  did  this;  nor  probably  there- 
fore ever  would*  The  one  true  God  was  fcarce 
known.  Falfe  Deities  of  the  worfb  Characters 
were  adored,  inftead  of  him,  with  Rites  that 
feldom,  if  ever,  mended  their  Votaries,  often 
corrupted  them.  The  common  Rules  of  focial 
Life  were  by  no  Means  throughly  understood  3 
as  the  mocking  Cuftorti  of  expofing  Children 
to  perifh,  the  barbarous  Combats  of  Gladiators, 
the  promifcuous  and  unnatural  Practices  of 
Lewdnefs,  publicly  allowed,  give  dreadful 
Proofs.  But  the  internal  Virtues  of  the  Heart 
were  {till  lefs  regarded  ;  and  they  whd  feemed 
poilefTed  of  them,  afcribe'd  the  Merit  wholly  to 
themfelves  :  very  few  faid  fo  much  as  the  Pha- 
rifee,  God,  I  thank  thee,  that  I  am  not  as  other 
M'en  are  :  fcarce  any  with  the  Publican,  God 

be 
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be  merciful  to  me,  a  Sinner  '.  Yet  how  continu- 
ally are  the  beft  of  Men  guilty  of  Faults !  But 
they  had  hardly  any  Notion  of  the  univerfal 
Need  of  Repentance,  or  any  Name  for  Humi- 
lity of  Soul.  Forgivenefs  of  Injuries  was  very 
unfteadily  taught :  Benevolence  to  Enemies  lay 
yet  farther  out  of  Sight.  Courage  injurioufly  ex- 
ercifed,  Patriotifm  fhewn  by  invading  the  Rights 
of  their  Neighbours,  and  Numbers  of  other 
fplendid  Sins,  pafTed  for  heroic  Excellencies. 
There  was  very  little  Hope  of  future  Blifs  to 
give  Men  Spirit  in  doingwhatwas  right,  and  lefs 
Fear  of  future  Judgement  to  deter  them  from 
what  was  wrong.  Such  were  the  beft  inftructed 
Nations :  and  fuch,  or  worfe,  had  we  been  pro- 
bably now,  but  for  the  Companion  of  Jefus 
Chrift.  Indeed  without  him  we  fhould  never 
have  known,  till  too  late,  how  bad  our  Condi- 
tion was.  The  real  State  of  Mankind,  with  Re- 
fpect  to  God,  was,  in  a  great  Meafure,  unknown 
to  them,  till  he  underwent  what  he  did,  at  once 
to  lay  open  to  us  our  Danger,  and  to  free  us  from 
it  on  mod  equitable  Terms.  Even  the  myfteri- 
ous  Parts  of  what  he  taught  for  this  Purpofe 
lead  us  to  reverence  the  Divine  Wifdom,  and 
think  modeftly  of  our  own  ;  while  the  more 

4  Lukexviii.  n,  15. 
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difHnctly  intelligible  direct  us  to  every  thing 
that  is  right  and  fit. 

The  Gofpel  hath  laid  the  Foundation  of  our 
Duty  in  that  pleaiing  and  thankful  Veneration 
of  God,  which  his  creating  Bounty,  his  provi- 
dential Care,  his  redeeming  Mercy,  excite  :  and 
which  tends  to  infpire  us,  with  a  deep  Concern 
for  whatever  we  have  done  offenfive  to  him,  an 
earneft  Defire  of  obeying  his  Commands,  an 
humble  Senfe  that  we  need  his  Affiilance,  a 
firm  Perfuafion  that  he  will  grant  it  to  us,  a 
cheerful  Reliance  on  him  for  every  Thing  that 
we  want,  in  Regard  to  this  World  or  the  next. 
This  excellent  Frame  of  Mind  mutt  powerfully 
fupprefs  irregular  Appetites  of  Senfe,  immode- 
rate Defires  of  Wealth,  vain  Fondnefs  for  Pomp 
and  Preeminence,  anxious  Cares  about  worldly 
Events.  And  on  fuch  Love  of  God  Christianity 
builds  its  fecond  great  Commandment,  Love  of 
our  Neighbour :  a  Duty,  enjoined  in  a  higher 
Degree,  and  carried  to  a  greater  Extent,  though 
ftill  a  reafonable  one,  in  Scripture,  than  in  any 
other  Inftitution  of  Religion.  It  prefcribes  the 
moll  accurate  and  tender  Attention  to  the  Obli- 
gations which  refult  from  the  nearer  Connec- 
tions in  Life,  the  moft  induftrious  Endeavours 
to  be  ufeful  in  whatever  Station  we  fill,  the  moil 

affeft- 
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affectionate  Faithfulness  to  the  Community  of 
which  we  are  Members,  tempered  with  univer-? 
fal  Good-will  to  the  reft  of  Mankind  :  benevo- 
lent Refped:  towards  thofe  who  excel  us ;  Rea- 
dinefs  to  pardon,  as  far  as  can  be  fafe,  all  who 
have  wronged  us ;  Efteem  of  whatever  in  any 
Perfon  defer ves  it  ;  iincerely  kind  Wimes  to 
thofe  whom  we  efteem  the  leaft ;  Compaflion. 
for  the  wretched,  and  Relief  to  our  utmoft  Abi- 
lity, though  we  ftraiten  ourfelves.  Nor  doth 
our  blefTed  Redeemer  exped:  us  only  to  pity, 
as  he  did,  the  temporal  Wants  of  Men ;  but, 
as  he  did  alfo,  their  fpiritual  ones  unfpeak- 
ablymore;  a  Precept  peculiar  to  the  Gofpel, 
and  comprehending  a  great  Variety  of  import- 
ant Particulars  :  Proviiion  for  intruding  the 
young  and  ignorant ;  and  combining  afterwards 
pious  Advice  with  outward  Relief  to  the  fick 
and  needy;  feafonable  Warnings,  and  mild  Re- 
proof, when  there  is  Hope  of  their  being  re- 
garded 5  conftant  Circumfpeclion  to  fet  a  pru- 
dent, as  well  as  innocent  Example  ;  that  we 
lead  not  others  into  Danger,  by  what,  perhaps, 
we  can  do  ourfelves  with  Safety  -,  but  fubmit  to 
confiderable  Reftraints,  rather  than  let  our  Li- 
bfrty,  as  the  Apoftle  exprelfes  it,  become  a  Stumb- 
K  2 
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ling  Block  to  them  that  are  weak  b«  Studying  to 
oblerve  thefe  Rules,  for  they  require  and  merit 
Study,  isfeeking  theT kings  that  areJefusChrift's. 
And  they  are  oppofed  to  our  own,  not  as  being 
really  contrary  even  to  our  prefent  Interefr. :  very 
far  from  it.  Only  through  the  inbred  Diforder 
of  our  Hearts,  and  the  general  Prevalence  of  evil 
Habits,  we  are  apt  to  delight  in  very  oppofite 
Difpofitions  :  and  hence  a  good  Life  comes  to  be 
a  felf- deny  ing  one,  which  elfe  would  be  the 
conftant  Practice  of  Self-love.  The  ambitious 
would  jeek  the  true  Honour  that  comet h  from 
Godc  -,  the  felfifh  would  have  Refpcff  to  the  hea- 
venly Recompence  of  Reward  &-,  the  Lovers  of 
Pleafure  would  fecure  the  Fulnefs  of  Joy  which 
is  for  evermore  c  :  and  the  Means  of  being  happy 
here  and  hereafter  would  evidently  appear  to  be 
the  fame.  But  now  the  Difficulties  of  perform- 
ing our  Duty  are  fo  great,  and  our  Failures  in  it 
fo  many,  that,  amongft  the  'Things  that  are 
jftfas  Chrift's,  we  muft  feek \\vith  peculiar 
Earneflnefs  his  Grace  to  ftrengthen  us,,  and  an 
Intereft  in  his  Merits  to  procure  us  Acceptance, 
which  thus  the  weakeft  and  worft  of  us  all  may 
be  fare  of  obtaining. 

Yet,  great  as  thefe  BlefTtngs  are,  the  Apoflle. 

'*  i  Cor.  viii.  9.      c  John  v.  44.      A  ^Jcb.  xi.  26.      e  Pfal.  :cv.  1 2. 
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hath  faid,  that  all  Men  fa k  their  own,  not  the 
Tubings  ofjefus  Chrijl.  Let  us  therefore 

III.  Examine  into  the  Meaning  and  the 
Truth  of  this  melancholy  AiFertion. 

It  is  plainly  not  to  be  taken  in  the  utmcft 
Extent.  For  he  had  given  the  contrary  Cha- 
racter of  Timothy,  juft  before,  as  he  hath  of  others 
elfewhere.  But  he  may  well  be  underflood  to  fay, 
that  all  abfolutely  have  fome  Share  of  Blame  in 
this  Refpect:  and  the  Generality,  which  in 
common  Speech  the  Word  all  frequently  figni- 
fies,  are  highly  and  dangeroufly  blameable.  For 
who  can  deny  this  to  be  Fact  ?  Many  are  vicious 
in  every  Way  that  Inclination  prompts  them  to. 
Many,  who  regard  fome  Parts  of  Virtue,  difre- 
gard  others,  perhaps  avowedly.  The  more  uni- 
formly regular  would  do  well  to  afk  themfelves, 
Whether  it  is  from  a  real  inward  Senfe  of  Duty, 
or  for  the  Sake  of  Reputation  or  Convenience  ? 
They  who  make  a  Confcience  of  behaving  right 
in  common  Life,  do  they  make  any  of  paying 
due  Honour  to  God  ?  Our  flrongeft  Obligations 
of  every  Kind  are  to  him  :  yet  Numbers  think 
highly  of  their  own  Merit,  while  they  neglect 
him  ;  and,  it  may  be,  pique  themfelves  on  neg- 
lecting him.  If  we  profefs  ourfelves  Believers 
in  him,  do  we  flatedly  and  fervently  pray  to 
K  3  him, 
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hin»,  and  give  him  Thanks  for  his  daily  Blef- 
lings  ?  Do  we  liv.e  in  his  Fear  and  Love,  and 
the  Hope  of  his  future  Mercy  ?  Suppofing  we 
fmcerely  embrace  natural  Religion  ;  have  we 
carefully  inquired  into  the  Truth  of  Chriftiam- 
ty  j  unprejudiced  by  Attachment  to  forbidden 
Pleafures,  by  the  vain  Fancy,  that  nothing  can 
l?e  true  which  we  comprehend  not  fully,  by  lu- 
dicrous'or  fophiftical  Mifreprefentations?  And, 
to  guard  us  againft  thefe,  have  we  confulted  pro- 
per Books  and  Perfons?  If  we  call  ourfelves 
Chriflians,  do  we  obferve  confcientioufly  all  the 
Inftitutions  of  Chrifrianity ;  or  flight  them  when 
any  Trifle  intervenes :  and  do  we  obferve  them 
etherwife  than  as  mere  Forms  ?  Do  we  ufe  them 
to  imprels  on  our  Souls  the  Importance  of  the 
Doctrines,  the  Pardon,  the  Grace,  the  Rewards 
of  the  Gofpel  ?  And  do  we  employ  our  Faith 
of  all  thefe  Things  to  improve  us  in  every  Part 
of  a  ChrifHan  Temper  ?  This  Temper,  and  our 
Inclinations,  too  often  interfere.  Which  do  we 
prefer?  And  where  do  we  lay  the  Foundation 
of  cur  Conduct?  We  ought  riot  to  lay  it  in  At- 
tention to  our  own  Intercfts  or  Amufements,  • 
joining  now  and  then  with  them  a  little  Ap- 
pearance, or  perhaps  a  little  Reality,  of  Religion, 
provided  \ve  can  mike  it  agree  with  them.  But 

the 
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the  Rule  is,Jee&  ye  firft  the  Kingdom  of  God  and 
his  Rigbteoufnefs  f.  The  Ground-work  of  every 
Thing  good,  is  a  devout  Refolution  to  do  our 
whole  Duty.  Each  is  to  do  it  fuitably  to  his 
own  Station  :  but  all,  in  whatever  Station,  high 
or  low,  are  to  make  it  their  inviolable  Concern  : 
for  God  hath  given  no  Man  Licence  to  Jin9. 
Whoever  doth  not  feel  this  Truth,  as  the  moft 
important  one  that  belongs  to  his  Exigence  ; 
and  govern  his  Condudl  by  it,  in  trying  us  well 
as  ordinary  Cafes,  hath  not  fought  the  Things  of 
Jefus  Chrijl  in  a  due  Manner.  And  think  then, 
I  entreat  you,  how  few  have.  A  fad  Reflexion  ! 
but  wre  muft  remind  our  Hearers  to  make  it. 
Elfe  how  much  pleafanter  would  it  be  to  con- 
gratulate the  good  on  their  happy  State,  than  to 
terrify  the  wicked  ;  to  encourage  the  modeft 
and  timorous,  than  to  confute  the  prefumptu- 
ous,  and  alarm  the  thoughtlefs  ! 

But,  fuch  being  the  Condition  of  the  World, 
let  us  now  confider, 

IV.  What  we  are  to  learn  from  it. 

And  certainly  we  ought  to  learn  great  Mild- 
nefs  towards  others,  who  are  faulty ;  ilnce,  more 
or  lefs,  all  are  fo.  Even  the  firft  Chriftians,  even 
the  firft  of  the  Chriftian  Clergy,  for  of  thefe,  it 

f  Matth.  vi.  33.  8£cclus.  xv.  2®. 
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muft  be  owned,  the  Apoflle  peculiarly  fpeaks  in 
the  Text,  fell  very  ihort  of  Perfection.  .And 
ever  iince,  the  befr,  have  had  their  Defeats,  and 
the  worn:  their  good  Qualities.  Let  us  there- 
fore think  and  hope,  as  well  as  with  any  Reafon 
we  can,  of  all.  Yet  (till,  they  who  abandon 
themfelves  to  Wickedness,  and  efpecially  they 
who  labour  to  pervert  others,  either  in  Principles 
or  Practice,  and  ,to  make  a  bai  \Vorld  worfe, 
be  they  ever  fo  agreeably  be  they  ever  fo  ufeful 
to  us,  are  to  be  avoided,  and  checked  with  more 
Care,  the  more  Danger  there  is  of  their  doing 
Harm.  That  we  are  unable,  from  various  Cir- 
cumflances,  to  exert  this  right  Spirit,  may  fome- 
times,  perhaps  often,  be  a  juft  Plea :  but  ought 
never  to  be  made  a  falfe  Pretence.  The  firm 
Purpofe  of  doing  it  mould  always  be  kept  in 
Mind,  and  executed  as  foon  as  pefiible,  with 
Amends  for  the  Delay.  At  the  fame  Time,  in 
Proportion  as  the  bad  give  real  Marks  of  Re- 
formation, theyfhould  be  diligently  encouraged, 
yet  with  prudent,  and  cautious,  and  gradual 
Kindnefs.  But  above  all,  the  lioncft,  the  vir- 
tuous, the  confcientious,  the  pious,  ought.to.be 
countenanced,  brought  forward,  and  cheri/hed, 
as  the  'Salt  and  the  Light  of  the  Earth h,  who 

h  Matth.  v.  13,  14. 
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preferve  Society  from  Corruption  and  Diflblu- 
tion,  who  fhew  Men  the  Way  to  prefent  and  fu- 
ture Happinefs.  Nor  mould  they  be  rejected  or 
defpifed,  though  fometirnes  inferior  in  Qualifi- 
cations of  lefs  Moment,  nay,  though,  in  fome 
Refpects,  hurting,  through  Miftake,  their  own 
good  Caufe  :  of  which,  however,  it  is  veryun- 
juft,  though  very  ufual,  to  condemn  or  fufpeft 
them,  without  or  beyond  Reafon. 

But  the  principal  Point  is,  what  we  are  to 
learn  in  Regard  more  immediately  to  ourfelves. 
If  the  World  be  fo  bad,  there  is  great  Need  to 
aik  our  Hearts,  what  are  we  who  make  a  Part 
of  it  ?  Conforming  to  it  implicitly  is  by  no 
Means  the  Rule  either  of  Scripture  or  of  Rea- 
fon ;  yet  is  it  not  too  much  our  Practice  ?  A 
little  honeft  Home  Inquiry  would  foon  furnim 
the  true  Anfwer.  But  we  turn  our  Eyes  from 
what  we  have  no  Mind  to  difcern,  and  try  to ' 
deceive  not  only  others,  but  ourfelves.  Yet  to 
what  End?  God  knows  the  Truth.  Men  will 
know  it,  if  they  do  not;  and  Angels  too.  We 
ourfelves  know  it.  in  Part  all  the  while  >  and 
fhall  know  and  lament  it  to  Eternity,  if  we  re- 
fufe  to  .take  the  proper  Notice  of  it  in  Time. 

Examine  therefore  what  the  Tenour  of  your 
Conduit  is.     If  it  be  difTolute  or  intemperate, 

the 
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the  Necefllty  of  amending  it  is  glaringly  vifible. 
If,  though  otherwife  innocent,  you  confume 
your  Days  chiefly  in  Trifles  ;  fuch  Wafte  of 
precious  Time,  given  for  other  Ends,  is  highly 
criminal.  Befides  that,  both  the  fupinely  indolent, 
and  the  buiier  Votaries  of  idle  Amufements,  ex- 
pofe  themfelves  to  various  Temptations,  and 
fet  a  dangerous  Example  to  thofe  around  them  : 
the  Tendency  of  which,  as  it  fpreads,  muft  be, 
to  make  Perfons  of  all  Ranks,  even  the  moil 
important,  and,  by  Confequence,  the  Commu- 
nity compofed  of  them,  iniignificant,  contemp- 
tible, and  vicious.  Further  ftill :  though  your 
Difpofition  be  to  Things  of  more  Ufe,  and  fo 
far  commendable,  yet  if  on  any  Occaiion  you 
indulge  either  Refentment  or  Malevolence,  how- 
ever calm,  towards  any  of  your  Fellow- creatures  3 
if  you  are  injurious  or  hard-hearted,  from  Sel- 
fimnefs;  or  .but  thoughtlefsly  inattentive  to  the 
Rights,  the  Interefts,  the  Wants,  the  Feelings, 
of  thofe  whom  you  ought  to  regard,  you  may 
thus  have  contracted,  in  many  Ways,  moft  hei- 
nous Degrees  of  Guilt.  Nay,  fuppofmg  you 
have  been,  and  nre,  beneficent  as  well  as  harrn- 
lefs,  but  Ids  fo  than  you  might ;  even  this  De- 
fect is  a  Failure  of  Duty.  Not  that  you  are  to 
give  Way  to  Scruples 5  there  is  no  End  of  them  : 

but 


S    E    R    M    O    N      VI.        139 

but  to  coniider  maturely,  and  confult  worthy 
Friends ;  what  you  can  add  to  the  Good  which 
you  do  already.  Poffibly  it  may  be  more 
than  you  imagine.  Be  it  ever  fo  little,  do  it 
but  according  to  the  beft  of  your  Judgement, 
and  God  will  accept  it.  But,  at  the  fame  Time, 
be  fure  to  remember,  that  the  righteft-  Demea- 
nor in  worldly  Matters  will  not  fuffice ;  but  our 
chief  Regard  muftbe  to  him  who  made  us,  and 
whofe  therefore  we  are.  From  his  Goodnefs 
all  that  we  enjoy  proceeds:  from  his  Authority 
over  us  all  our  Duties  flow:  and  thofe,  which 
are  owing  immediately  to  himfelf,  furely  re- 
quire our  principal  Care.  But  fuch  Duties  as 
natural  Reafon  teaches,  are  far  from  being  the 
only  Concern  of  thofe  to  whom  he  hath  pre- 
fcribed  additional  ones,  founded  on  the  impor- 
tant Alterations  which  our  primitive  State,  as 
we  learn  from  Scripture,  hath  undergone.  Man 
is  a  fallen  Creature :  We  are  dead)  as  the  Apoftle 
ftrongly  exprelles  it,  and  our  Life  is  hid  with 
Chrijl  in  God\  Our  Hope  of  future  Happinefs 
lies  not  in  ourfelves,  but  is  repoiited  in  the 
Hands  of  the  blerTed  Jefus,  who  purchafed  it 
with  his  Blood  :  and  'where  our  Treafure  is,  there 
jiinft  our  Hearts  be  alfo  k.  Without  affectionate 

3  Col.  m.  3.  K  Mattl).  vi.  21.     Luke  xii.  34.. 

and 


140  S  E  R  M  O  N  VI/. 
and  habitual  Movements  of  the  Soul  towards 
the  Father  of  Mercy,  the  Author  of  Salvation, 
the  Infpirer  of  Holinefs -, .  without  a  deep  Senfe 
of  paft  Guilt  and  prefent  Imperfection,  an  hum- 
ble Faith  in  the  Merits  of  .our  glorified  Re- 
deemer, and  a  firm  Reliance  on  the  Grace  of 
the  Divine  Comforter,  all  our  Virtue,  all  our 
Piety,  will  avail  us  nothing.  For,  when  we 
have  dqne  our  beil,  we  are  but  unprofitable  Ser-- 
vants  \ 

You  will  objedl,  perhaps,  that  indulging  Con- 
templations of  this  Nature  would  engrofs  our 
whole  Thoughts  and  Time:  the  Affairs  of  com- 
mon Life  muft  be  utterly  neglected  for  them. 
But  are  you  indeed  at  all  near  the  Borders  of 
that  Danger?  Or  do  not  fuch  Objector-stake 
thorough  Care  to  keep  far  enough  out  of  the 
Reach  of  it  ?  You  are  by  no  Means  called  only 
toA<5ts  of  Devotion,  or  only  to  the  more  fublime 
of  moral  Duties,  Prudent  and  moderate  Con- 
cern for  cur  worldly  Intereil  is  a  Duty.  Every 
Propriety  and  Decency  of  Life  is  a  Duty. 
Even  ornamental  Accomplimments  have  their 
Value.  But  from  thefe  Conceflions  Men  con- 
clude, that  they  may  fafely  pay  their  main  At- 
tention to  what  deferves  but  the  fmalleft  Part ; 
1  Luke  xvii.  10. 
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and  imagine  they  are  abundantly  good  Chrii^ 
tians,  almoft  without  any  one  peculiarly  Chrif-* 
tian  Action  or  Sentiment.  At  beft,  a  fe\V 
pious  Formalities,  practifed  now  and  then,  con- 
ftitute  their  whole  Religion  :  and  the  reft  of  their 
Life,  and  all  their  Heart,  is  given  up  to  what 
hath  no  Tincture  of  Religion  in  it :  whereas 
inward  Reverence  of  God,  as  he  is  manifefted 
to  us  in  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift,  ought  to  be 
our  ruling  Principle ;  and  extend  its  Influence 
throughout  each  Article,  of  our  Buimefs,  our 
Converfation,  our  private  Thoughts. 

Perhaps  you  will  obje(5t  again,  that  fo  very 
ferious  a  Turn  of  Mind  as  this,  will  caft  a 
Gloom  over  every  Thing  :  and  one  rnuft  have 
fome  Pleafure  furely.  But  learn  to  be  pleafed 
with  what  you  ought :  and  you  will  have  inex- 
prefiibly  more  Pleafure  than  you  porTibly  can 
elfe.  In  other  Things  you  take  Pains,  no  fmall 
Pains,  to  acquire  a  Tafle ;  often,  for  what  is  of 
no  Value  ;  fometimes,  for  what  is  bad  :  and 
perhaps,  after  all,  can  fucceed  no  further,  than 
to  put  on  the  Affectation  of  liking  what  you 
really  do  not,  or  get  by  Habit  a  wretched  Crav- 
ing for  Gratifications,  which  you  cannot  but 
defpife  and  condemn.  Employ  yourfelves  better. 
Efteem  what  is  eftimable,  and  it  will  exalt  in- 

ftead 
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ftead  of  debating  you :  love  what  is  amiable, 
and  it  will  reward  your  Affection.  Love  him 
above  all,  who  hath  firjl  lo*ved  you  m  j  and  his 
Service  will  be  delightful :  become  fuch  as  he 
requires,  and  you  will  find  Satisfaction  in  every 
Thing.  It  is  a  ftrange  Miftake,  to  imagine 
the  Burthens  of  Religion  infupportable ;  while 
we  take  much  heavier  upon  ourfelves  from 
Fancy  and  Fafhion.  Were  the  Gofpel  to  enjoin 
the  Fatigues,  the  Expences,  the  Dangers,  which 
on  Reflexion  we  mail  perceive  Caprice  and 
Cuilom  do,  that  one  Argument  againft  it  would 
be  accounted  decifive. 

The  moft  ferious  Perfon  in'  the  World  may 
juftly  be  alfo  the  cheerfullefl'.  Even  Penitents, 
in  the  Midfl  of  their  Sorrow,  at  the  very  Begin- 
ning of  their  Amendment,  enjoy  a  blefled  Hope 
of  Forgivenefs  and  Acceptance,  infinitely  pre- 
ferable to  the  higheft  Pleafures  of  Sin.  But 
Perfons  of  confirmed  Goodnefs  have  a  Peace 
within  their  Breafls,  'which  paffeth  all  Under* 
/landing*  ofthofe  who  have  not  experienced  it, 
and  all  Defcription  of  thofe  who  have.  They 
feel  no  tormenting  Remorfe,  no  difquieting 
Dread  of  God  or  Man.  They  are  never  agi- 
tated by  Malice  or  Envy  :  feldom,  and  but 

111  i  John  iv.  15.  n  Phil.  iv.  7. 
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gently,  moved  by  Anger.  Pity  indeed  they 
often  experience  j  but  gratifying  it  comforts 
both  others  and  themfelves.  Their  Behaviour 
is  friendly,  and  therefore  agreeable  :  their  Dif- 
courfe  lively,  if  Nature  hath  qualified  them  for 
it ;  but  at  leaft  inoffenfive  and  conciliating. 
Their  Hearts  are  open,  in  a  proper  Degree,  to 
all  the  innocent  Amufements  of  Life,  and  they 
long  for  none  of  the  prohibited  ones.  Virtuous 
Difcretion  preferves  their  Health  and  Spirits  as 
much  as  worldly  Uncertainties  permit,  makes 
their  Circumftances  eafy,  their  Families  and 
Dependants  orderly  and  happy.  Their  judici- 
ous Beneficence  is  very  ufeful,  their  blamelefs 
Example  yet  more.  Thus  they  become  Blef- 
fmgs  within  the  Compafs  of  their  Sphere  :  and 
furely  reap  no  little  Joy  from  the  Efteem  of 
others,  but  unfpeakably  more  from  the  TefH- 
mony  of  their  own  Conferences.  The  befh  of 
them  indeed  are  feniible  of  many  Failings  :  but 
all  confident  with  that  Sincerity,  which  God, 
they  know,  will  recompenfe.  They  fee  through 
the  whole  Courfe  of  Life,  that  they  are  in  the 
only  right  Way ;  and  whatever  may  happen  to 
them,  all  will  end  well.  Difappointments, 
Unkindnefs,  Ingratitude,  Lories  of  Friends  or  of 
Fortune,  Neceflity,  Pain,  Sicknefs,  and  Death, 

work 
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'work  together  for  their  Good  °,  and  unite  to  form 
an  infallible  Plan  for  increafmg  their  final  Fe- 
licity. Never  will  Society  grow  gloomy,  but 
inexprefftbly  the  cheerfuller,  for  being  com- 
pofed  of  fuch  Perfons  as  thefe  :  and  fuch  ought 
the  religious  naturally  to  be. 

Therefore  you,  who  are  truly  religious,  ap- 
pear in  Character,  and  do  Credit  to  your  Caufe. 
Defpife  with  Good-humour  and  pity  the  impo- 
tent Ridicule  of  the  inconiiderate  :  let  the 
World  fee  that  you  are  happy,  and  that  your 
Belief  in  God  is  the  Ground  of  it.  Wear  no 
dejected  Looks,  put  on  no  forbidding  Appear- 
ances ;  be  affable,  be  courteous,  be  joyful. 
Avoid  improper  Amufements;  guard  againfl 
Fondnefs  for  thofe  in  which  occafionally  you 
may  do  well  to  join  :  but  exprefs  a  decent  and 
modeft,  a  mild  and  compaffionate,  not  an  angry 
or  cenforious,  Difapprobation  of  the  common 
Exceffes  in  them;  fliew  that  you  can  relifh  Life 
perfectly  well  without  them,  by  engaging  with 
Alacrity  in  the  proper  Bufmefs  of  your  Sta- 
tion, improving  yourfelves,  and  doing  Good  to 
others.  Never  unfeafonably  magnify  in  Talk, 
but  affiduouily  demonftrate  in  Fact,  the  Com- 
fort you  have  in  obferving  the  Precepts  and 

"Rom.  viii.  28. 
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expe&ing  the  Rewards  of  the  Gofpel.  Mani- 
feft,  whenever  Opportunities  prelent  them- 
felves,  yet  without  any  Oftentation,  the  bene- 
volent Serenity  which  Chriftian  Faith  infpires, 
your  Enjoy  ment  both  of  Con  verfation  and  Soli- 
tude in  their  Seafons,  your  Gompofure  under 
Doubts  and  Uncertainties,  your  Fortitude  un- 
der Croffes  and  Affliction's,  and  your  fettled 
Perfuafion,  that  you  {hall  ever  be  enabled  to 
P°ffefs  your  ^oul  *n  G/adnefs  ef  Heart  %  and  re- 
joice in  the  Lord  a/way q; 

Such  Behaviour  will  fii rely  convince  even  the 
vicious  and  the  prejudiced,  if  they  have  any 
Reflexion,  that  to  feek  their  own  Advantage 
with  Succefs,  they  mull  feek  the  Things  which 
are  y^fus  Cbriji's.  And  if  they  ever  intend  it, 
the  prefent  Time  is  always  the  belt  :  but  this 
prefent  Time  is  peculiarly  fo;  Decency  pro- 
hibits now  the  ufual  Diverfions  :  apply-  yiour 
Vacant  Hours  to  a  better  Purpofe.  The  Offices 
of  the  Week  throughout  exprefs  in  the-1  mpft: 
afte&ing  Manner,  what  your  gracious  Redeemer 
hath  done  and  furrered  for  you  :  think  deliber- 
ately in  it,  what  you  ought  to  do  for  him,  in-* 
deed  for  yourfelves.  Think  w'hat  you  have 
been,  and  are,  and  what  the  Faith  you  profefs 

r  Luke  xxi.  19.     Afts  ii.  46.  s  Phil,  iv.  4, 
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requires  you  to  be :  conlider  what  fatal  Con- 
fequences  will  follow,  perhaps  very  foon,  if 
you  neglecl  to  amend,  and  how  you  fliall  ac- 
qomplifh  this  neceflary  Work.  Read  with  Re- 
verence the  Rules  and  Declarations  of  God's 
Word;  read  with-Attention  other  awakening, 
yet  prudent  Books,  reflecting  as  you  go  along  > 
and  engage  fome  pious,  but  judicious  Friend, 
to  excite,  fupport,  direct,  and,  if  there  be  Oc- 
cafion,  refcrain  you.  Form  difcreetly  by  their 
Helps  needful  Refolutions  ;  and  beg  earneflly 
of  God. Strength  to  fulfill  them  :  elfe  they  will 
all  prove  inefFe&uaL  But  remember,  that  the 
Piety  of  the  Week,  however  ftricl,  is  not  to 
end  with  it ;  and  cannot  be  really  Chriftian,  if 
It, doth..  Ygu  are  called  to  Recollection  now, 
that  you  may  praclife  Vigilance  all  the  reil  of 
your  Days.  Temporary,  periodical  Goodnefs,  that 
is.  like  the  Morning  Cloud,  find  as  the  early  Dew 
goeth  away r,  will  be  of  no  Avail  to  any  one;  but 
they,  who,  by  patient  Continuance  in  well-doing, 
feek  for  Glory  and  Honour  and  Immortality,  are. 
fecure  of  obtaining  eternal  Life  V 

!  Hof.  vu  4.  »Rom.  ii.  7. 
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But  God  for  bid  that  Ifiouldglory,fatve  in  the  Crojs 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl  :  by  whom  the  World 

"is  crucified  unto  me>  and  I  unto  the  World. 
v:-          r 

WE  muft  have  fome  Foundation,  real  or 
imagined,  for  thinking  well  of  ourfelvei 
and  our  Condition  ;'  or  we  muft  be  wretched. 
And  innumerable  sire  "the  Methods  which  Men 
take  to  procure  the  Efteem  of  their  own  Minds. 
Too  many  glory  in  their  Shame  a  :  are  proud  of 
Notions  and  Difcourfes,  which  mifreprefent  fa* 
cred  Truths,  degrade  human  Nature,  and  tend 
to  difTolve  human  Society  ;  of  gratifying  their 
Paifions,  their  Appetites,  their  Fancies,  v/hat^ 
ever  Mifchiefs  it.  produces;  of  doing  what  vifi^  * 
bly  hurts,  and  muft  finally  ruin,  their  Charac- 
ters, their  Fortunes,  their  Healths,  their  Souls. 
Others  value  themfelves  on  more  plaufible,  yet 

•PhiUiii.  19. 

L  1  inefficient, 
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i-nfufficient,  Pretentious  :  on  the  Luftre  of  art 
ancient  Family,  which  perhaps  they  difgrace ; 
on  the  Inheritance  or  Acquisition  of  Wealth, 
which  they  employ  to  little  or  no  good  Purpofe ; 
on  Agreeablenefs  of  Perfon,  which  makes  them 
vain  and  imprudent  the  fhort  Time  it  continues, 
and  miferable  when  it  decays ;  on  Livelinefs  of 
Wit,  which  either  provokes  Enemies,  or  invites 
dangerous  Friends;  on  Depth  of  Knowledge, 
often  falfely  fq  called  and  pernicious,  often' 
wholly  foreign  to  their  true  Bulinefs  ; .  on  Ele- 
gance of  Tafte  in  fmaller  Matters,  while  they 
are  _contefmptij>)y  injudicious  in  the  greateft; 
o#  Pomp  and  Shew,  which  give  a  Pleafure  as 
fleeting  .as  it  is  cbildim  ;  on  making  a  Figure 
in  the  idle  Hurry  of  Amufements,  which  en- 
croaches on  every  valuable  Purpofe  of  Life,  and 
Wears  out  the  Spirits  under  Pretence  of  railing 
them;  on  the  Favour  of  the  great,  by  whatever 
Arts  attained,  and  however  precarious;  or  on 
the  feemingly  more  folid  Poilemon  of  Power, 
which  it  is  hard  to  abftain  from  ufmg  ill,  and 
extremely  hard  to  ufe  in  a  due  Meafure  well  ; 
which  difohiiges  by  the  Exercife  of  it  many 
more  than  it  can  poffibly  oblige  ;  is  accompa- 
nied with  perpetual  Fatigue  and  Uneafmefs, 
yet  with  perpetual  Envy;  caufes  innumerable 
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Vexations   while    it  lafts ;  and  yet  commonly 
grievous  Regret  when  it  is  gone. 

If  all  thefe  be  wrong  Grounds  of  Self- 
complacency,  how  few  of  us  have  right  ones ! 
There  are  thole,  however,  who  profefs  to  build 
it  on  fomething  more  fubflantial,  on  Virtue. 
But,  alas!  the  Virtue  of  great  Numbers  coniifts 
almofb  wholly  in  fpecious  Words,  Honour,  Be- 
nevolence, Good-nature,  which  are  either  a 
mere  Ornament  of  their  Talk,  or  influence  their 
Behaviour  only  on  ibme  Occafions,  or  to  fome 
Perfons.  And  the  more  uniformly  well  in- 
clined towards  others  are  often  ftrangely  ad- 
dicted to  blameable  Indulgence  of  themfelves  : 
or,  however  inoffenfive  otherwife,  are  lamenta- 
bly defective  in  the  Difcipline  of  the  Heart, 
particularly  in  forming  it  to  that  deep  Humi- 
lity, which  becomes  Duft  and  Ames.  If  we 
think  too  highly  of  ourfelves,  we  mall  be  fa- 
tally milled  :  and,  if  we  think  reafonably,  we 
fhall  experience  the  daily  Mortification  of  being 
faulty,  more  or  lefs,  even  in  thofe  Things 
for  which  we  are  applauded.  Befides,  our 
Virtue  itfelf  will  frequently  oblige  us  to  do 
what  others  will  diflike,  oppofe,  revenge.  Or, 
though  we  efcape  fuch  Evils,  yet  the  unavoida- 
ble ones  of  Fear,  Sorrow,  Languor,  Pain,  Sick- 
L  3  nefs, 
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nefs,  Death,  are  ufually  more  than  enough  to 
make  our  prefent  State  a  pitiable,  rather  than  a 
glorious  one,  if  the  Confcioufnefs  of  our  own 
Re&itude  be  our  whole  Support  under  them. 

Wifer  Men,  therefore,  in  their  Search  of 
Comfort,  look  beyond  themfelves  to  God.  And, 
indeed,  Faith  in  him,  provided  it  reprefents 
him  as  a  righteous  Governor,  obferving,  dif- 
tinguifhing,  and  recompenfmg,  unfpeakably 
dignifies  our  Condition,  and  adds  Importance  to 
our  Profpecls.  But  (till,  our  beft  Obedience 
being  only  his  Due,  and  paid  only  out  of  what 
we  have  received  from  him,  we  could  neither 
boaft  nor  merit,  though  it  were  perfect:  and  what 
his  free  Goodnefs  would  beftow  on  us  even 
then,  beyond  Security  from  being  Sufferers  on 
-the  Whole,  Reafon  could  never  afcertain. 

Or,  were  the  Innocent  allured  by  it  of  ever  fo 
great  Rewards;  are  we  innocent  ?  Thoughtlefs 
Preemption  may  anfwer  haftily  in  the  Affir- 
mative :  but  what  doth  the  deliberate  Voice  of 
Confcience  fay,  after  a  faithful  Scrutiny  of  our 
paft  Actions,  Words,  and  Thoughts,  as  in  the 
Divine  Prefence  ?  Such  and  fo  many  as  our 
Duties  are,  of  Love,  Reverence,  and  Refigna- 
tion  to  our  Maker,  of  Juftice,  Equity,  Goodnefs, 
in  the  numerous  Relations  of  Life,  virtuous 
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Command  of  our  various  Inclinations,  careful 
Ufe  and  upright  Government  of  our  Under- 
jftandings ;  have  we  been  always  as  blamelefs  in 
each  of  them,  as  infinite  Purity  can  demand  of 
us,  though  we  fee  that  no  one  round  us  hath  ? 
If  not,  let  us  remember  it,  we  are  Sinners,  and 
Sin  deferves  Punifhment.  God  forbid  then  that 
we  J/jciuId  glory  in  our  moral  or  religious  Cha- 
racters :  God  grant  we  may  find  Mercy  for  our 
Failures  in  them. 

But  how  can  Reafon  allure  us  that  we  mall  ? 
Doth  it  know,  what  the  Holinefs  of  his  Na- 
ture, the  Honour  of  his  Government,  the  Ad- 
monition of  other  Parts  of  his  Creation,  may 
render  needful  ?  Sorrow  for  what  is  pail  can- 
not annihilate  it :  and  living  well  for  the  Time 
to  come,  though  it  were  not  mixed,  as  what  we 
call  fo  is,  with  perpetual  Faults,  no  more  makes 
Amends  for  paft  Tranigreffions,  than  avoiding 
to  incur  new  Debts  pays  off  the  old.  Still  our 
Hearts  .dictate  Hope.  But  Hope,  far  from  be- 
ing Certainty,  is  not  fo  much  as  Perfuaiion. 
And  though  Pardon  were  unqueftionable,  fu- 
ture Happinefs,  much  lefs  eternal,  would  not. 
The  Poflibilities  therefore,  the  Probabilities  of 
thefe  Things,  which  Nature  can  fuggeft,  how 
reviving  foever,  compared  with  abfolute  De- 
L  4  fpondency* 
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fpondency,  have  to  ChrifKans,  as  the  Apoille 
{peaks  in  a  iimilar  Cafe,  no  Glory  by  Reafon  of  the 
Glory  that  exc-elleth  b  ;  they  fade  away  and  vanifh 
before  his  precious  Promijes c,  who  was  delivered 
for  our  Offences  >  and  raijed  again  for  our  Jujltfi-r 
cation d. 

Here  then  we  have  fure  Ground  for  glorying : 
not  in  ourfelves  indeed ;  for  we  have  con^ 
tributed  nothing  to  this  merciful  Difpenfation, 
befides  falling  into  the  extremeft  Need  of  it  by 
cur  Offences  :  but  Chrijl  Jtfus  is.  made  unto  us 
of  Go,d,  Wifdom,  and  Right leotifnefs,  and  Sanclifir 
cation,  and  Redemption,  that,  as  if  is  written, 
ty  that  glorietb,  let  him  glory  in  the  Lo,rd*.  We 
have  only -to  embrace,  with  acknowledged  Un-r 
worthinefs,  the  gracious  Offer -of  our  heavenly 
Father,  on.  the  eqqitabje  Conditions  annexed 
to  it.  or« -o-  • 

But  .we  muft  embrace  the  Whole,  not  Part 
only.  Multitudes  profefs  to  refpedt  the  Gofpel 
very  highly,  for  its  many  rational.  Doctrines, 
its  holy  and  mild  Precepts,  its  interesting  Sanc^ 
tic.ns.,  its  Provifion  for  infcructing  Mankind,  the 
good  Example  of  its  Publilher,  its  Declarations 
pf  Forgiveness,  nay  perhaps  alfo  for  its  Af- 

b  2  Cor.  iii.  10.  c  2  Pet.  j>.  4.*  *  Rom.  iv.  25. 

«  1  Cor-  i.  30,  jj, 
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furances  of  inward  Affiftance.  But  of  the 
Efficacy  of  what  our  Redeemer  underwent  to 
procure  thefe  Benefits,  they  entertain  the  loweft 
Conceptions :  raife  Difficulties  on  every  Article 
of  the  great  Myjlery  of  Godlinefs  f,  and  explain 
away  the  Scripture  Dodtrine  of  it  into  Nothing : 
ftrive  to  form  a  ChriiKanity  as  much  as  poffible 
without  Chrifr.,  and  be  faved,  if  not  by  their 
own  Merits,  however  not  by  his.  Therefore 
the  Apoftle  in  the  Text  lays  the  Strefs  where 
it  really  lies  :  God  forbid,  that  I  fhould  glory  in 
any  thing,  fave  in  the  CROSS  of  our  Lordjefus 
Cbrift :  in  his  Submiffion  to  die  upon  it,  not 
merely  as  a  Confirmation  of  his  Sincerity, 
which  puts  his  and  his  Apoftles  Martyrdoms 
almofl  on  a  Level,  but  as  a  propitiatory  Offer- 
ing,  by  which,  to  fpeak  the  Language  of  holy 
Writ,  he  hath  reconciled  us  to  God,  making  Peace 
by  the  Blood  of  his  Crofs,  in  the  Body  of  bis  F/eft>- 
through  Death g.  That  he  appeared  on  Earth  to 
eftablifh  true  Religion  there,  bore  the  Incon- 
veniences of  this  mortal  State,  endured  the  Con* 
tradition  of  Sinners h,  and  yielded  up  his  Life  to 
their  Malice,  is  the  univerfal  Belief  of  all 
Chriftians  :  and  why  might  not  God,  forefeeing 

f  i  Tim.  iii.  16.  g  Col.  i,  20,  21,  22. 

"Heb.  xii.  23. 
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thefe  Things  from  Eternity,  gracioufly  accept 
his    condefcending   to    them   for    our   Sakes, 
though  otherwife  wholly  foreign  to  a  Nature 
united    to   the  Divine,  as    a   Sacrifice  offered 
on  our   Behalf  to  infinite  JufUce  :  beftowing 
on  the  Prieit  and  Victim  the  moil  acceptable 
Retribution   that   he    could    poflibly   receive, 
the  Right  of  pardoning,  reforming,  and  mak- 
ing   eternally    happy,    as     many    as    mould 
throw  themfelves  on  the  Mercy  thus  tendered 
them,  and  prove  the  Sincerity  of  their  thank- 
ful Faith,  by  that  of  their  Obedience  ?  We  are 
far  from  pretending  to  know  all  the  Reafons  of 
a.  Tranfa<ftion,    into   which  even  Angels  dejire 
to  look * :    yet    furely    confiderate  Minds    may 
trace  in  it  evident  Footfteps  of  Holinefs,  Good- 
riefs,  Wifdom :  but  at  leaft  humble  Hearts  will 
recollect,  that  the  imagined  Fooliflmefs  of  God 
is  ivifcr  than  Men k ;  and  finding,  as  every  one 
living  mull  on  due  Search,  that  they  have  no 
Caufe  to  glory  in  themfelves,,  will  glory  moft 
cordially  in  the  Crofs  of  jff/us  Chrijl ;  afcribing 
to   his   Interceifion  their  Forgivenefs,  to    his 
Strength  their  good  Actions,  to' his  Merits  their 
Reward.    Not  by  Works  of  Right eoujhefs,  which 
iv e  have  done,  but  according  to  his  Mercy  y   God 
1  i  Pet.  i.  12.  k  i  Cor.  i.  25. 
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faveth  us,  by  the  wafting  of  Regeneration  and  re- 
newing of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which  he  feeds  on  us 
abundantly  through  Chrijl  Je/us  our  Saviour,  that 
being  jujiified  by  his  Grace,  ive  ftould  be  made 
Heirs  of  eternal  Life ' .  EkJ/ing,  and  Honour,  and 
Glory,  and  Power,  be  unto  him  that  Jitteth  upon 
the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever™. 
But  then  we  cannot  be  intitled  to  fuch  Ex- 
ultation, unlefs  we  are  qualified  as  the  latter 
•Part  of  the  Text  intimates.  Faith  indeed  fav- 
eth  us n  :  but  that  alone  which  worketh  by 
Love  %  to  God,  to  our  Fellow-Creatures,  to 
every  Thing  good  :  which  cannot  confift  with 
a  ruling  Love  to  the  Ways  of  an  evil  World. 
Therefore  St.  John  faith,  If  any  Man  love  the 
World,  that  is,  preferably,  the  Love  of  the  Father 
is  not  in  him p ;  and  St.  Paul  only  expreffes  the  • 
fame  Meaning  a  little  more  flrongly,  when  he 
reminds  us  by  his  own  Example,  that  we  mufl 
be  crucified,  dead,  to  the  World,  and  it  to  us"  r  we 
muft  facriiice  all  inordinate  Fondnefs  for  it  to 
him,  who  facrificed  himfelf  on  the  Crofs  for  our 
Salvation ;  and  mortally  hate  whatever  is  wrong 
in  it,  at  the  Rifque  of  being  mortally  hated  by 
it.  Still  the  Comforts  of  Life,  which  God  hath 

1  Tit.  iii.  5,  6,  7.  m  Rev.  v.  13.  n  Eph.  ii.  8. 

c  Gal.  v.  6.  PI  John  ii.  15.  "  Gal.  vi.  14. 
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provided  for  us,  are  to  be  enjoyed  with  duly 
proportioned  Gladnefs  and  Thankfulnefs :  the 
Subordinations  of  .Life  are  to  be  maintained,  the 
common  Bufinefs  of  it  followed,  the  Proprieties 
and  Civilities  of  it  preferved,  and.perverfe  Non- 
compliances  diligently  avoided.  Bat,  when  all 
this  is  done,  much  will  remain  to  be  renounced 
and  crucified.  For,  as  St.  John  hath  admonifhed 
us,  iv e  are  of  God>  and  the  'whole  World,  even 
what  calls  itfelf  the  Chriftian  World,  lieth  in 
Wickednefs  •  :  powerfully  encouraging  every  bad 
Thing,  to  which  our  Appetites  and  Paffions 
prompt  us,  and  many  to  which  they  do  not. 

Fafliion  makes  fome  Men  Miffionaries  of  In- 
fidelity, objecting  againrt  Religion,  even  what 
they  know  to  be  falfe :  others,  implicit  Be- 
lievers in  them,  to  mew  their  own  Freedom  of 
Thought ;  and  a  third  Sort,  utterly  negligent  of 
every  A<5t  of  Piety,  without  fo  much  as  imagin- 
ing they  know  why.  Fafhionable  Honour  urges 
Men  to  Demands  of  Satisfaction,  equally  wick- 
ed and  abfurd,  often  for  no  Injury  at  all.  Fa- 
fhionable  Difcourfe  abounds  with  Oaths  and 
Imprecations,  and  irreverent  Ufes  of  the  moft 
iacred  Names,  not  leis  foolifh  than  profane; 
pr,  if  clear  of  this  Fault,  commonly  fets  the' 

'  i  John  v.  19. 
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Whole  of  what  we  are  concerned  to  believe  and 
do,  in  a  miflaken  Light.  Fafhionable  Extra- 
vagance confumes  in  Gaming,  and  Luxury,  and 
idle  Expences,  what  ought  to  provide  for  our 
Families,  for  the  worthy  and  the  poor.  Fa- 
fhionable Gratifications  of  the  various  Pleafures 
of  Senfe  defeat  the  chief  End  of  Man's  Being. 
Even  more  innocent  fafhionable  Amufements 
fwallow  up  that  precious  Time,  of  which  we 
fhould  be  frugal  for  better  Purpofes.  Fafhion- 
able Hours  interfere  with  the  Order  of  Nature, 
with  the  public  Worfhip  of  God,  with  the  re- 
gular Difpofition  of  all  Sorts  of  Affairs.  And  fa- 
ihionable  Complaifance  places  the  vileft  of  hu- 
man Beings  on  the  fame  Footing  with  the  moll: 
unexceptionable,  to  the  dreadful  Weakening  of 
the  effential  Diftinction  between  Good  and  Evil. 
Yet  in  all  thefe  Matters  Men  will  follow, 
with  flrange  Inconfideratenefs,  even  the  profli-- 
gate.  But  they  conceive  themfelves  fully  au- 
thorized to  imitate,  in  every  Thing,  fuch  as 
common  Speech  calls  decent  and  reputable  : 
Titles,  in  fomeAges,to  be  had  exceeding  cheap. 
In  one  Sex  efpecially,  and  the  other  is  copying 
after  it,  very  fmall  Remnants,  even  of  moral 
Virtue,  will  fuffice :  and  in  the  upper  Part  of 
both,  yet  lefs  of  Religion,  if  any  at  all,  is  need- 
ful. 
' 
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fill.  Accordingly  many,  who,  from  Confcience, 
preferve  fome  Forms  of  it,  rather  look  defirous 
to  have  them  thought  mere  Forms,  and  are  won- 
derfully my  of  uttering  a  Word  to  mew  the 
contrary  :  pafs  off  any  Mention  of  their  Regard 
to  it  as  flightly  as  may  be,  and  are  content  to 
let  others  treat  it  with  as  much  Indignity  as 
they  will :  inftead  of  glorying  in  the  Crofs  of 
Chrift,  (foamed  to  confefs  him  before  Men,  though 
he  hath  paiTed  on  that  Shame  fo  awful  a  Sen- 
tence s ;  and  perfectly  indifferent  whether  Piety 
hath  the  Support,  which  they  muft  know  it  wants, 
provided  they  can  make  an  acceptable  Figure 
to  thofe  around  them  -,  a  Point  about  which  they 
are  as  folicitous,  as  if  the  Apoftle  had  faid,  Be 
ye  conformed  to  this  World,  inftead  of,  Be  ye  not c . 
Perhaps  the  more  feriouily  educated  fcruple  go- 
ing at  once  the  utmoft  Lengths  of  the  Mode  "in 
wrong  Things  :   but  are  gradually  famiUanzed 
to  follow  their  Leaders  from  one  Step  to  ano- 
ther, till  they  advance  imperceptibly  to  a  fright- 
ful Diftance  from  their  firft. letting  out ;  and  it 
may  be  at  laft  grow  ambitious  of  being  Lead- 
ers in  their  Turn   of  a  little  World  of  their 
own,  that  ihall  tempt   the  great  one  into  ilill 
worfe  Enormities. 

*  Matth.  x.  32,   33.     Mark  viii.  38.     Luke  ix.  26.  xli.  8,  9, 
e  Rom.  xii.  2. 
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Through  the  Whole  of  this  giddy  Progrefs, 
innumerable  Attentions,  and  incredibly  ear- 
neft  ones,  to  moft  infignificant  Matters,  fill  their 
Hearts,  and  expell  or  deaden  every  devout  and 
virtuous  Feeling.  If  they  find  Leifure  to  re- 
flect on  their  Conduct,  it  is  chiefly  to  invent  Ex- 
cufes  and  Palliations:  if  they  ftill  go  to  Church, 
it  is  without  Defire  of  improving  there  :  nay, 
if  they  ftill  pray  in  private,  which  probably 
few  of  them  continue  long,  it  is  little  more 
than  repeating  thoughtlefsly  a  few  good  Words : 
and  thus,  by  Degrees,  they  come  to  have  no 
real  Affection  or  Veneration  for  their  Creator, 
their  Redeemer,  their  Sanctifier,  no  penitent 
Senfe  of  their  own  Imperfections  or  Tranfgref- 
fions,  no  practical  or  fleady  Perfuafion  of  future 
Recompences;  but  form  their  whole  Manner  of 
talking  and  judging,  as  if  the  prefent  State  were 
all :  are  extremely  eager  about  their  worldly  ' 
Interefts  and  Pleafures,  but  equally  unconcern- 
ed about  the  Rightnefs  of  their  Difpofitions  : 
will  on  no  Account  be  abfent  from  a  Meeting 
for  Bufinefs  which  they  have  at  Heart,  or  a 
gay  AfTembly  to  which  they  are  invited,  let 
their  Health  or  what  will  furFer:  but  negled  the 
appointed  Seafons  of  Divine  Worfbip,  on  the 

pooreft 
*wj-  4 
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pooreft  Pretences,  or  without  any  :  crowd 
nefs,  Journeys,  Diversions,  into  the  moft  facred 
Seafons,  contrary  to  the  excellent  Ends  of  their 
Inftitution,  contrary  to  all  Law,  and  all  Shame  -, 
but  would  think  their  Reputations  undone  by 
going  to  the  Houfe  of  God  at  any  unufual 
Time,  or  even  making,  with  Serioufnefs,  a  mo- 
mentary Acknowledgement  to  him  over  their 
daily  Food  :  confult  neither  Scripture  nor  Rea- 
fon  to  difcover  their  Duty  :  but  make  the  art- 
fulleft  Ufe  of  either,  to  fence  againft  what  they 
are  unwilling  to  own  for  fuch  ;  or,  if  Need  be, 
avowedly  prefer  the  Opinion  and  Practice  of  the 
World  to  both;  difdainful  Rebels  againft  Hea- 
ven, but  meanTipirited  Slaves  to  they  fcarce 
know  whom. 

Yet  moft  of  them  tolerate,  and  perhaps  ap- 
prove, fome  Appearances  of  Religion,  efpecially 
in  fome  Perfons  j  but  fufpecl:  any  great  Reality 
of  it,  as  a  Degree  of  Madnefs  :  have  the  utmoft 
Terrors  of  feeing  this  poor  Land  over-run 
with  Enthufiafm  and  Superftition  ;  but  not  the 
fmalleft  Dread  of  Profanenefs  and  Profligate-* 
nefs  :  are  ftartled  at  any  new  Declarations  of 
Authority  againft  either,  but  comforted  by  the 
Hope,  that  they  will  prove  ineffectual,  and  all 
go  on  as  it  did  :  read  almoft  any  Thing  written 
5  to' 
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to  depreciate  Chriftianity  and  relax  moral  Vir- 
tue, but  almoft  Nothing  in  Favour  of  them ; 
are  very  cautious  of  meddling  with  Tfeatifes  of 
Piety  >  however  judicioufly  compofed,'  for  Fear 
of  turning  their  Heads,'  but  devour  ever  fo  many 
idle  and  even  lafcivious  Books,-  without  the 
leaft  Apprehenfion  of  corrupting  their  Hearts  : 
allow  themfelves  to  be  much  more  expensive  in 
the  vain-glorious  Difplay  of  private  Magnifi- 
cence, or  towards  the  Support  of  Entertainments 
called  polite;  though  neither  of  good  Tendency 
nor  good  Tafte,  than  liberal  to  the  truefi:  Cha- 
rities: or,  how  bountiful  foever  to  the  temporal 
DiftreiTes  of  their  Brethren,-  have  no  Compaf- 
fion  at  all  for  their  fpiritual  Wants  :  nay,  per- 
haps, have  made  formal  Refolutions  of  giving 
nothing  to  fuch  and  fuch  pious  Ufes,  againft 
which  it  is  grown  cuftomary  to  inveigh,  and 
hear  no  Arifwer. 

Yet  many  of  them  had  originally  no  Relifli 
for  this  Turn  of  thinking  and  acting  :  indeed 
itill  rather  affect  to  feem,  than  really  are,-  happy 
in  it :  nay,  poflibly  feel  tormenting  Doubts  from4 
Time  to  Time,  how  it  will  end.  But  thefe  they 
are  taught  to  confider  as  mere  Fits  of  Gloom- 
inefs,  which  they  muft  diffipate  by  every 
mirthful  Avocation  they  can  invent^  and  learnt 

VOL.  II.  M  t© 
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to  defpife  themfelves  for  ever  having  been  in  fo 
flrange  a  State  of  Mind,  and  fo  unfuitable  to 
living  in  good  Company.  Or,  if  Reflexion 
will,  notwithftanding,  be  troublefome,  Argu- 
ments mutt  be  fought  for  to  quiet  it.  And 
accordingly  they  do  argue,  that  Mens  Stations, 
Connexions,  and  Spirits  require  fome  Relaxa- 
tion, and  they  mufl  take  fuch  as  they  can  get, 
amongil  thofe  with  whom  it  is  to  be  had.  But 
are  they  grieved  or  rejoiced  at  this  pleaded 
Obligation  ?  Do  they  flop  at  the  Quantity  or 
the  Kinds  that  are  really  needful,  or  go  beyond 
them  at  Pleafure  ?  Are  they  growing  better  or 
worfe  all  the  While  ?  Are  they  fetting  good 
Examples  or  bad  ?  Surely  thefe  are  material 
Qu.eit.ions.  Yet  they  make  a  Shift  either  to 
feel  or  to  acknowledge  nothing  of  their  Force  ; 
but  whatever  they  like  to  join  in,  peremptorily 
infift,  that  it  is  harmlefs,  ufeful,  necelTary,  jufl 
what  they  pleafe  :  yet  refer ving  a  Liberty,  when 
once  it  lofes  Credit,  tocenfure  it  asabfurdand 
wrong  every  Way,  and  be  full  as  fond  of  foma- 
thing  elfe,  that  deferves  it  as  little,  without 
confeffing  the  lead  Inconflancy. 

For,  with  the  World  on  their  Side,  they  come 
at  Length,  inflead  of  apologizing  for  themfelves, 
to  affume  a  fovereign  Authority  over  others^ 

confute 
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confute  their  Objections  with  barely  a  contemp- 
tuous Laugh  or  Look,  or  by  fixing  on  them  any 
Name  in  Vogue,  that  denotes  Precifenefs;  attack 
and  perfecute  the  moft  filent  Nonconformists  to 
their  Notions,  and  haughtily  overbear  all  that 
fland  in  their  Way.     Such  as  worfhip  the  fame 
Idol  with  them,  be  their  Characters  ever   fo 
doubtful,  mull:  not  be  fufpe<5ted ;  be  they  ever 
fo  notoriously  criminal,  mull  not  be  condemned; 
or  counted  unfit  for  their  familiar  Acquaintance, 
or  even  particular  Friendmip,  let  the  Confe- 
quences,  private  or  public,  be  what  they  may. 
The  pert  Ridiculers  of  Religion  and  Virtue  are 
to  be  allowed  Abundance  of  Wit  in  the  fillieft 
and  grofleft  Things  they  utter  :   and  the  moft 
hard-hearted  Libertines  mufl  be  held  to  have 
true  Good-nature,  becaufe  they  have  fuperficial 
Gaiety.  If  they  ruin  themfelves  by  their  Vices, 
they  are  only  to  be  pitied  :   if  others  alfo,  they 
are  to  be  excufed  to  the  very  utmoft,  it  is  well  if 
not  looked  on  as  the  more  confiderable.     But 
Men  who.  have  always  been  regularly  virtuous 
are  to  be  regarded  as  Objects  of  Derifion.    And 
fuch  as  add  to  their  Virtue  inward  Religion, 
regulate    their    Conduct    by  it,   abftain    from 
Things  on  Account  of  it,  appear  to  take  Plea- 
fure  in  its  Doftrines,  its  Ordinances,  its  Pro- 
M  2  mifes, 
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mifes,  and  give  any  Tokens  of  what  the  Text? 
calls  glorying  in  the  Crofs  of  Chrijly  they  are  to 
hope  from  this  Quarter  for  a  very  fmall  Share 
of  the  charitable  Candour,  which  is  lavifhed  fa 
profufely  on  others.  Their  Sincerity,  or  theiff 
Understanding,  is  to  be  ilrongly  queflioned : 
their  good  Difpofitions  and  Actions  denied,  or 
pafTed  over  in  Silence,  or  fcornfully  undervalued: 
ridiculous  and  dangerous  Singularities  to  be  im- 
puted to  them,  on  the  weakeft  Evidence,  of 
none  ;  and  if  ever  they  fall  into  any  fuch,  they 
are  to  be  aggravated  beyond  Truth  or  Credibi- 
lity ;  and  no  Plea  whatever  to  be  admitted  in 
their  Favour.  So  very  far  are  too  many  from 
anfwering  the  Pfalmift's  Defcription  of  the 
Man  'who  flail  dwell  in  God's  holy  Hill,  that  in 
his  Eyes  a  vile  Perfon  is  contemned,  but  he  honour- 
ed them  that  fear  the  Lord u. 

Even  an  Infidel,  were  he  to  fpeak  heneftlyj- 
would  tell  fuch,  that  they  are  no  Chriftians. 
Yet,  perhaps,  they  would  be  very  angry  with 
any  one  but  an  Infidel  for  faying  fo,-  and  in- 
Reality  are  by  no  Means  Unbelievers.  Bus 
why  then  will  they  not  become  confident  ?  If 
the  Gofpel  of  Chrifl  deferves  any  Regard  at  all^ 
it  deferves  a  thorough  Regard  ;  skher  it  is  No- 
li Pf.  XV-  I,  4. 
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tiling,  or  it  is  the  moft  important  of  all  Things. 
And  they  who  profefs  it,  yet  feldom  think  of  it, 
who  are  influenced  by  it,  if  at  all,  to  fcarce  more 
than  a  little  outward  Shew,  and  flight  and  fcorn 
the  Frame  of  Mind  which  it  was  intended  to 
create  in  them,  better  had  it  been  for  them,  unlefs 
they  amend,  never  to  have  knoivn  it v.  All  Sorts 
.of  Perfons  are  concerned  beyond  Expreffion  to 
recoiled:  this  often  :  but  two  Sorts  beyond  the 
reft.  If  you  of  the  upper  Part  of  the  World, 
who  have  moil  to  be  thankful  and  moft  to  be 
anfwerable  for,  inflead  of  being  exemplary  in 
ferving  God,  are  remarkable  for  neglecting  his 
Worfhip  and  his  Laws  ;  not  only  the  Ingrati- 
tude, but  the  Pernicioufnefs  of  your  Behaviour, 
will  greatly  increafe  your  Punimment.  And 
if  we  of  the  Clergy,  who  teach  others  by  our 
Exhortations  tojcf  their  AJfeflion  onT kings  above, 
tiot  on  Tubings  on  the  EartJi  w,  teach  them  the 
Reverfe  by  our  Practice  :  make  it  our  Study  to 
acquire  Applaufe,  or  Wealth,  or  Power,  or 
Rank,  to  partake  of  Amufements  and  Diverfions 
in  the  poor  low.  Degree  that  for  Shame  we  can, 
or  enjov  ourfelves  in  fome  graver  Kind  of  vo- 
luptuous Indolence  ;  to  do  any  Thing,  in  mort, 
but  labour  diligently  in  God's  Vineyard  from 

^2  Pet.  ii.  21.  wCol.  iii.  2. 
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firft  to  laftforthe  Good  of  Souls ;  we  mall  re- 
ceive a  double  Condemnation.     And  they  who. 
patronize  any  fuch  of  us,  will  fhare  deeply  in 
our  Guilt. 

It  is  not  Rigour  that  dictates  any  of  thefe  Af- 
fertions  to  me.  It  was  not  Aufterity,  but  the 
tenderer!:  Compaffion,  that  moved  St.  Paul  to 
fay,  For  many  walk,  of  whom  I  have  told  you 
often,  and  now  tell  you  even  weeping,  that  they 
are  the  Enemies  of  the  Crofs  of  Chrift,  who  mind 
earthly  Things * :  not  always  deligned  Enemies, 
but  real  ones  however.  Our  Saviour  hath  told 
us,  He  that  is  not  with  me,  is  again/I  meY.  And 
they  that  will  be  with  him  to  Effect,  muft  be 
with  him  heartily,  openly,  and  uniformly.  We 
may  have  Qualities  very  amiable,  and  do  Ac- 
tions very  laudable  in  the  Estimation  of  Men, 
and  yet  our  Hearts  be  far  from  right  in  the  Sight 
of 'God \  He  requires,  as  well  he  may,  that 
we  mould  confider  ourfelves  principally  as  his 
Creatures,  as  Sinners,  as  favoured  with  Offers 
of  Mercy  and  of  Grace,  as  bound  to  live  foberly, 
right ecujly,  and  godly,  looking  for  the  hlej/ed Hope 
of  hii  glorious  Appearance a.  However  the  Pre- 
ference, wjiich  the  World  gives  to  very  different 

*  Phil.  iii.   1 8,  19.  7  Matth.  xii.  30.     Luke  xi.  23. 

2  Afts  viii.  21.  a  Tit.  ii.  12, 13. 
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Matters,  may  buoy  us  up  now  in  overlooking 
thefe,  it  will  be  no  Protection  to  us,  when  the 
Dead,  fmall  and  great,  ft  all  ft  and  before  God^. 
And  however  infipid  or  infupportable  a  Life 
may  appear  to  fome,  which  is  to  be  humbly 
fpent  in  regulating  their  Defires,  doing  their 
Duty,  and  expecting  their  Reward ;  they  will 
find  upon  Trial,  that  every  other  Scheme  pro- 
duces miferable  Difappointments  ;  and  this,  as 
much  Happinefs  as  our  prefent  State  is  capable 
of.  Length  of  Days,  eafy  Circumflances,  ge- 
neral Efteern,  domeftic  Tranquillity,  national 
good  Order  and  Strength,  are  the  fmaller  Ad- 
vantages that  ulually  attend  praftifing  the  Rules 
of  Religion  :  but  the  conftant  ones,  the  cairn 
Peace  and  joyful  Profpects  of  all  whofe  Minds 
are  duly  arTeded  by  the  genuine  Principles  of 
it,  thefe  are  Bleffings  inexpreflibly  great. . 

You  are  not  exhorted  to  begin  a  new  Courfe 
of  Life,.and  retain  your  old  Inclinations;  making 
yourfelves  uneafy,  without  making  yourfelves 
better:  but  to  acquire  fuch  Sentiments,  that  you 
may  delight  in  all  you  do.  The  vigorous  Ex- 
ercife  of  good  Senfe  will  contribute  not  a  little 
to  this  delirable  End;  for,  indeed,  the  Ways  of 
the  World  are  often  flat  Contradictions  to  it. 

b  Hev.  xx.  12. 
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But  the  fundamental  Rule  is,  Learn  ajufl  Vakie 
for  the  Crofs  of  Chrift,  for  the  Pity  he  hath 
fhewn,  the  Pardon  he  hath  purchafed,  the  Feli- 
city he  hath  provided  for  you  ;  and  you  will  foon 
come  to  love  the  Reftraints  and  Obfervances 
which  he  hath  appointed,  to  look  with  In- 
difference, or  fometimes  with  Difguft  and  Ab- 
horrence, on  what  you  have  hitherto  admired, 
and  find  the  Degree  of  your  Satisfactions 
unfpeakably  increafed,  by  changing  the  Na- 
ture of  them  from  trifling,  difgraceful,  and 
noxious,  to  rational,  noble,  and  beneficent; 
Still  Difficulties  there  will  be,  and  to  fome  Per- 
fons  peculiar  ones,  in  breaking  fettled  Habits^ 
and  diffolving  the  Ties  by  which  you  have  been 
long  held.  But  God  will  give  you  both  Cou- 
rage and  Prudence,  to  make  it  eafier  than  you 
think.  Though  you  will  do  what  is  right 
with  Steadinefs,  yet  you  will  do  it  without 
Ostentation,  and  with  chearful  Good-humour  : 
fpeak  mildly  of  others,  and  keep  on  as  good 
Terms  with  all  Men  as  you  fafely  can.  But,  if 
you  are  too  felicitous  to  pleafe  them,  you  will 
gradually  flide  back,  and  forget,  as  Thoufands 
have  done  to  {heir  eternal  Ruip,  your  former 
Con vicl ions.  Therefore,  whenever  you  feel 
any,  fairer  them  not  to  die  $\vay  through  Inat- 
tention, 
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tention,  or  be  choaked  by  Cares  and  Pleafures, 
or  blafted  by  the  Breath  of  Scoffers  :  but  im- 
prefs  them  on  your  Souls  immediately  and  fre- 
quently, form  Refolutions  correfponding  to 
them,  and  confirm  thefe  by  reading  good  Books, 
by  the  Converfation  and  Countenance  of  good 
Perfons,  by  Attendance  on  God's  public  Ordi- 
nances ;  but  efpecially  by  fervent  private  Prayer, 
fuited  to  your  fpiritual  Condition.  With  this, 
out  ofWeaknefs  you  'will  be  made  Jlrongc  :  and 
without  this,  the  feemingly  firmefl  human 
Purpofos,  think  as  highly  of  them  as  you  will, 
can  never  be  effectual.  For  God  rejifteth  the 
y  but  giveth  Grace  to  the  humble d. 


*  Heb.  xi.  33..  d  Jam.  iv.  6.     i  Pet.  v. 
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If  ye  then  be  rifcn  'with  Chrift,  feek  thofe  Things 
which  are  above,  where  Chrift  fitteth  on  the 
right  Hand  cf  God. 

Stt  your  Affettion  on  things  above  ^  not  on  Things 
on  the  Earth. 

THIS  Day  we  are  met  to  celebrate  the 
yearly  Memorial  of  our  blefTed  Lord's 
rifing  from  the  Dead.  Now  the  genuine  Me- 
thod of  paying  Honour  to  every  Article  of  our 
Creed  is  allowing  it  the  proper  Influence  on. 
our  Hearts  and  Lives.  Chrift's  Refurredrion  is 
vain  with  Refpedt  to  us,  unlefs  we  be  raifed  by 
it  to  the  Faith  of  a  better  World,-  and  the 
firmeft  Faith  of  that  is  vain  alfo,  unlefs  it  excite 
us  to  love  and  fee  6  the  Things  which  are  above. 
This  Paffage  of  St.  Paul  therefore  is  juftly 
madp  one  principal  Part  of  our  Ea/ter  Day's 
Service  :  and  the  Degree  of  our  practical  Regard 
to  it  will  be  the  true  Meafure  of  our  Improve- 
4  ment 
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ment  by  the  Difcipline  of  the  pafb  Seafon,  and 
.of  God's  Acceptance  of  our  Celebration  of  the 
prefent.  That  each  of  thefe  then  may  be  fuch, 
&s  we  are  concerned  beyond  Expreflion  that  it 
(hould,  I  fhall  lay  before  you  the  chief  Motives 
to  a  due  Regulation  of  our  Defires  and  Behavi- 
our, in  Relation  to  earthly  and  heavenly 
Objects,  which  Motives  arife  from  cpnfidering 
purfelves, 

I.     As  rational  Beings  : 
II.    As  Believers  in  God  : 
III.    As  Difciples  of  Chrift  ;  on  which  laft 
Point  I  fhall  enlarge  the  moil:,  as  it  deferves. 

I.  Let  us  confider  ourfeivcs  merely  as  ra- 
tional Beings,  who  are  to  live  for  a  While  on 
Earth  >  and  fuppofe,  that  we  had  no  farther 
Profpect.  Then  indeed  we  could  not  fet  our 
Aff eft  ions  on  things  above  :  but  ftill  we  might 
fet  them  a  great  deal  too  much  on  Things  be- 
low. For,  if  our  Attachments  to  worldly  Ob- 
jects be  ftrong,  we  mail  frequently,  either  pur- 
fue  what  is  hurtful,  or  be  miferable  that  we 
dare  not  purfue  jt?  or  enraged  at  being  crofled 
in  our  Defigns,  or  dejected  on  finding  fmall 
Happinefs  in  our  Attainments  :  which  indeed 
arc  incapable  of  yielding  much.  The  Delights 
«f  Senfe  are  deflructive?  when  indulged  to  Ex- 

cefs : 
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Cefs  :  and  low  and  inconfiderable,  when  con- 
ducted with  Moderation.     Wealth  and  Power 
and  Rank  are  acquired  with  much  Difficulty, 
attended  with  much  Anxiety,  and  foon  become' 
familiar  and  taflelefs.-  Fondnefs  for  gay  Amufe- 
ments  rather  makes   Men   uneafy  when  they 
are  without  them,  than  gives  any  mighty  Plea- 
fure  in  the  Midft  of  them  :  and,  unlefs  they 
manage  with  uncommon  Prudence,  waftes  their 
FortuneSj  wears  out  their  Spirits,  hurts  their 
Characters,  expofes  them  to  Contempt.     In- 
deed we  cannot  help  on  Reflection  contemning 
ourfelves,  for  fetting  our  Hearts  on  any  of  thefe 
Gratifications,  to  the  Neglect  of  Matters  vifibly 
worthier.     But  if  we  follow  them  to  the  Lofs 
of  our    Innocence,  which   generally   happens 
when  we  follow  them  earneftly,  then  we  have 
Caufe  to  hate  ourfelves  too,  for  tranfgreffing  the' 
Dictates  of  that  inward  Principle,  which  we  fee^ 
ought  to  rule  us,  and  which  rewards  us,  when 
obeyed,   with    that   pleafing  Confcioufnefs  of 
having  acted  well,  which  is  the  trueft  Satis- 
faction we  can  tafte,  though  all  were  to  end  at 
Death.     But  even  from  this  Enjoyment,  with- 
out the  Aid  of  Religion,  we  can  promife  our- 
felves but  little.      Our  Failures  and  Imperfec- 
tions m  Virtue  rauft  be  daily  mortified  :  our 

rightcft- 
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righteft  and  kindeft  Behaviour  will  often  hav$ 
ill  Returns  made  to  it :  they  whom  we  love 
with  the  moft  deferved  Affection,  may  be  mi- 
ferable,  or  may  be  fnatched  from  us  :  and  if  not, 
we  muft  very  foon  leave  them,  and  whatever 
we  value.  In  fuch  Circumftances,  Difengage- 
ment  is  evidently  the  only  Way  of  fecuring 
any  Comfort.  It  will  indeed,  at  the  fame  Time, 
render  our  Condition  flat  and  infipid :  but  we 
can  aim  at  nothing  better  from  the  Things  of 
this  World,  without  meeting  with  fomething 
worfe :  and  if  we  are  not  contented  with  fuch 
a  State,  (as  in  Truth  how  can  we  ?)  our  fole  Re- 
medy is  to  look  beyond  it :  and  confider  our- 
felves, 

II.  Not  merely  as  happening  to  be  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Duft  of  Earth  for  a  few  Years, 
we  know  not  how  nor  why,  but  as  created  by 
the  Power,  and  placed  under  the  Authority  and 
Protection,  of  a  perfectly  wife,  and  holy,  and 
good  Being,  who  hath  made  us  capable  cf  know- 
ing and  honouring,  and  therefore  doubtlefs  ori- 
ginally of  imitating  and  obeying,  him.  On  this 
farther  View  of  Things  it  will  plainly  appear, 
that  the  Principle  of  Confcience,  which  other- 
wife  might  often  ferve  only  to  perplex  and  dif- 
quiet  Men,  is  the  Law  of  God  written  in  their 

Souls ; 
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Souls;  and  therefore  that  yielding  to  it  will 
always  end  well :  generally  in  this  World,  but 
certainly  in  another  ;  for  which  human  Nature 
was  evidently  framed.  Here  then  the  Difrino 
tion  between  'Things  above  and  Things  on  Earth 
begins  to  open,  the  Connection  of  Virtue  with 
Happinefs  becomes  manifeft ;  and  excites  us  to 
defpife  the  poor  fhort-lived  Advantages  that 
little  Minds  are  fond  of  -,  to  efteem  and  practife 
what  is  right,  be  it  ever  fo  difficult,  or  ever  fo 
unfashionable,  and  devote  our  intire  Exiftence 
to  the  adorable  Author  of  it.  The  principal 
Object,  beyond  Comparifon,  of  one  who  be- 
lieves in  God,  mufr,  furely  be  God  himfelf :  and 
our  Reverence  and  Love,  our  Dependence  and 
Truft,  are  fo  to  be  placed  on  him,  as  on  nothing 
elfe  in  his  whole  Creation.  But,  above  all, 
fhould  thefe  AfFedtions  be  exerted  towards  him. 
in  Refpedl:  of  that  future  Recompence  which  we  • 
hope  to  receive  from  him.  And  we  are  greatly 
deficient  in  Prudence,  as  well  as  Gratitude,  if 
we  make  not  that  Expectation  the  Support  and 
the  Delight  of  our  Lives.  But  then  the  Tem- 
per of  Heaven  muft  be  formed  in  us  here,  or 
we  can  never  enjoy  it  hereafter  :  and  therefore, 
if  we  would  fix  our  Hearts  on  any  Thing  above 
to  good  Purpofe,  we  muft  fix  them  on  refem- 

bling 
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fcling  him  who  dwells  there,  in  Purity  and  bene- 
volent Goodnefs.  Cultivation  of  thefe  Difpofi- 
tions  is  both  an  appointed  Requisite,  and  a  ne- 
ceflary  Preparative  for  our  fupreme  Felicity : 
whereas  immerfing  ourfelves  in  Cares;  or  difli- 
pating  ourfelves  in  Pleafures;  unrelated  to  Piety 
and  Virtue,  were  they  ever  fo  harmlefs  to  thofe 
around  us,  muft  be  pernicious  to  ourfelves  ; 
rendering  our  Minds  either  grofs  and  fenfual,  or 
trifling  and  vain ;  unfit  for  the  Enjoyment  of 
fpiritual  Blifs;  Every  Believer  then,  were  it 
only  of  fo  much  as  Nature  teaches/  miift  think 
it  his  primary  Concern  to  cherifh  religious.  Sen- 
timents. And  though  he  were  uncertain  of  the 
Truth  of  his  Belief,  yet,  in  a  Cafe  of  fuch  infinite 
Importance,  there  could  be  no  Doubt  of  his  Ob- 
ligation to  chufe  the  fafer  Side;  But,  without 
farther  Guidance,  though  he  were  not  under 
that  Neceffity,  he  muft  be  fubjecl  to  others,  and 
Very  alarming  ones.  It  doth  not  appear  to  the 
Eye  of  unamiled  Reafon,  what  Degree,  or  what 
Duration,  of  future  Happinefs  we  might  promife 
ourfelves,  even  were  we  innocent :  much  lefs 
what  Sinners,  as  we  all  are,-  abundantly  worfe 
than  moft  of  us  think,  have  to  expect  from  the 
Lord  and  Judge  of  all,  to  the  Honour  of  whofe 
Government  Repentance  and  Amendment  alone 

may 
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may  be  no  adequate  Satisfaction,  were  they  in 
our  Power*  which  Perfons  left  to  themfelves 
have  too  much  Experience  that  they  are  not ; 
yet  however,  fince  we  arei  very  fiire,  that  right 
Sentiments  and  Behaviour  muft  make  every 
Man's  Condition  better,  and  wrong  ones  worfe 
than  >t  would  be  elfe  j  looking  up  to  God,  with 
Sorrow  for  our  Tranfgreffions,  with  Thankful- 
nefs  for  his  Mercy  hitherto*  and  humble  Hope 
for  it  hereafter,  muft  be  the  Duty  and  the  In- 
tereft  even  of  thofe  who  have  no  other  Light 
than  their  own  Understandings  can  afford  them. 
But  ilill  the  Obfeurity  of  their  Profpect  muft 
greatly  diminish  both  their  Con folation  from 
it,  and  its  good  Influence  upon  them,  and  fill 
them  with  dreadful  Terrors  from  Time  to 
Time*  God  be  thanked,  therefore,  that  we  arc 
not  left  in  the  Darknefs  of  natural  Religion,  but 
bleft  with  that  View  of  the  Things  above 
which  proceeds  from  coniidering  ourfelves, 

III.  As  the  Difciples  of  Chriih  If  the  Gof- 
pel  of  yefus  be  true,  and  we  have  innumerable 
Demonftrations  of  it,  then  there  is  full  Evi- 
dence, that  a  future  State  of  eternal  Happinefs 
beyond  Expreflion  is  attainable  by  Faith  in 
our  dear  Redeemer,  notwithstanding  our  paft 
Sins,  notwithstanding  our  prefent  Infirmities. 

VOL.  II.  ,N  For, 
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For,  having  purchafed  for  us  Life  by  his  Death, 
he  hath  given  us  AfTurance  of  it  by  his  Refur- 
reftion,  and,  in  Effect,  raifed  up  us  at  the  fame 
Time  with  himfelf.  If  then  we  be  thus  rifcn  with 
Chrift,  where  Jhall  our  Hearts  be,  but  where  our 
^reafure  is  * :  fixed  on  him,  whofe  Companion, 
planned  the  Scheme  of  our  Salvation  ;  en  him 
whofe  Love  executed  it ;  on  him  whofe  Grace 
enables  us  to  mare  in  it ;  on  that  Kingdom  of 
Glory,  in  which  we  mall  reign  after  Death ;  on 
thofe  heavenly  Doctrines  and  Precepts,  by 
which  we  are  to  prepare  ourfelves  for  it  in  the 
mean  While  ?  That  we  walk  not  by  Sight,  but 
by  Faith  b  -,  that  we  labour  not  for  the  Meat  that 
perifoeth,  but  for  that  which  endureth  to  eternal 
Life c ;  that  we  love  not  the  World,  neither  the 
3 J kings  that  are  in  the  World^,  but  have  our  Con- 
•verfation  in  Heaven  *,  as  Fellow-Citizens  of  the 
Saints,  and  Members  of  the  Houjhold  of  God  f . 

There  is  a  Poffibility  indeed  of  taking  fuch 
Exhortations  in  too  ftri<5t  a  Senfe,  for  Want  of 
obferving,  that  Rules,  which  we  are  apt  to  ne- 
gledl:  and  explain  away,  mufl  be  expreffed  in 
very  flrong  Terms  to  prevent  this  :  and  that 

a  Matth.  vi.  21.  Luke  xii.  34.      b  2  Cor.  v.  7.     c  John  vi.  27. 
d  i  John  ii.  15.         e  Phil.  iii.  20.          f  £ph.  ii.  19, 

ofterk 
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often  in  Scripture,  when  one  Thing  is  com- 
manded, and  another  feemingly  prohibited,  the 
Prohibition  is  not  intended  to  be  abfolute,  but 
comparative :  as  in  the  known  Inftance,  /  will 
/jave  Mercy,  and  not  Sacrifice g :  when  yet  Sacri- 
ficing was  both  lawful  and  enjoined  •>  but  ftill 
to  be  looked  on  as  forbidden,  if  it  came  in  Com- 
petition with  a  Precept  of  more  Importance. 
Thus  then  we  are  to  'interpret  the  Direction  of 
withdrawing  our  Hearfs  from  this  Earth.  Not 
that  we  mould  lay  afide  the  common  Affairs  of 
Life,  in  order  to  fpend  our  whole  Time  in  De- 
votion :  Diligence  in  thefe  Affairs  is  one  great 
Duty  of  our  heavenly  Calling  h.  Not  that  we 
are  restrained  from  ufmg  the  good  Creatures  of 
God  with  Pleafure  :  for  he  hath  created  them  t9 
be  received  'with  ^hankjgiving  ',  and  given  us 
richly  all  Things  to  enjoy  k.  Not  that  we  are  to 
confine  ourfelves  to  mere  Neceffaries ;  for  un- 
determinable Scruples  would  arife,  what  are 
NeceiTaries ;  and  as  Heaven  hath  provided  us 
more,  it  would  be  only  Perverfenefs,  or  Weak- 
nefs,  to  refufe  taking  it.  Not  that  Induftry  to 
raife  and  better  our  worldly  Condition  is  blame- 
able  ;  for  a  Bleffing  from  above  is  promifed  to 

8  Hof.  vi.  6.     Matth.  ix.  13.  xii.  7.  h  Heb.  iii.  I. 

*  iTiia,  iv.  3,  *  i  Tim.  vi.  17. 
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fuch  Induftry:     Not  that  we  are  to  live  iri  3 
perpetual  Fright,  becaufe  it  is  doubtful,  how 
far  precifely  we  may  gratify  our  natural  De- 
fires  in  this  Thing  of  that :  for  we  ferve  a  gra- 

"  cious  Matter,  who  means  that  we  mould  be  al- 
iviiys  chearful  and  eafy  in  his  Service,  fo  long 
as  to  the  beil  of  our  Judgements  we  are  faithful 
in  it.  Not  that  we  are  to  think  even  the  gayer 
Accomplilhments  of  Life  finful  :  but  rather 
ehufe  to  make  Virtue  and  Piety  more  amiable 
by  them  ;  provided  it  be  only  Virtue  and  Piety 
that  we  adorn  with  them.  Not  that  we  are 
bound  altogether  to  decline  Amufements  and 
Diverfions,  in  which  others  are  immoderate, 
unlefs  Example  to  them,  or  Danger  to  our- 

'  ielves,  requires  it :  for  their  Abufe  doth  not  of 
Neceffity  make  our  Ufe  of  them  unlawful,  nor 
poffibly  fometimes  unexpedient.  Not  that  we 

'are  to  meafure  the  Degree  of  our  Goodnefs  by 
that  of  our  Auflerities  and  Abftinences  :  for,  if 
I  may  make  a  fniall  Change  in  the  Apoftle's 
Words,  neither  if  ive  eat  not,  are  we  the  better ; 
no?  if  isoe  eat,  are  ive  the  worfe  l.  *¥he  Kingdom 
of  God  is  not  Meat  and  Drink,  but  Righteoujhefs 

•  end  Peace  and  Joy  in  the  Holy  Ghojl  m.  Much 
lefs  are  we  to  cenfure  Perfons  of  a  free  Beha- 

1  i  Cor.  viii.  8.  m  Rom.  xiv.  i?» 

viour; 
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viour  :  for  confcientious  Watchfulnefs  is  very 
conliftent  with  an  unconftrained  Appearance  -> 
and  though  John  the  Baptift,  an  excellent  Man, 
was  rigid  and  ftrict ;  yet  our  blefled  Lord,  much 
the  fuperior  Character,  came  eating  and  drinking* 
and  converfed  familiarly,  as  a  Friend,  with 
Publicans  and  Sinners  n. 

Again  :  in  like  Manner  we  are  to  interpret 
the  Direction  vifetting  our  Affeftions  on  things 
above.  .  Not  that  we  mufr.  keep,  or  ftrive  to 
keep,  our  Thoughts  as  intent  upon  them  contir 
nually,  as  we  poffibly  can  :  for  neither  our  Con- 
dition here,  nor  indeed  our  Frame,  will  bear  it  $ 
which  wants  daily  Relaxation  as  much  as  night- 
ly Reft;  and  without  it,  our  Spirits  will  be 
overcome,  our  Health  impaired,  our  Temper 
foured  -,  and,  by  Confequence,  more  Ground 
loft  in  our  Way  to  Heaven  than  we  hoped  to 
gain.  Not  that  we  mould  doubt  of  our  fpiritual 
State,  if  the  Movements  of  our  Souls  towards 
God,  and  our  Delight  in  the  Contemplation  of 
future  Happinefs,  be  attended  with  but  little 
Warmth  and  Paffion  ;  for,  though  ftrong  reli- 
gious Feelings  are  perfectly  rational,  and  ex- 
tremely delireable,  yet  fome  Tempers  are 
moved  but  weakly  by -any  Thing;  and  what  is 

^  ^latth.  xi.  19.  Luke  vli.  34, 
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prefent,  and  ftrikes  our  Senfes,  will,  on  the 
Whole,  agitate  moft,  if  not  all,  of  us  more, 
than  what  is  diftant  and  natural.  Still,  if  un- 
der thefe  Difadvantages,  we  fo  love  God  as  to 
keep  bis  Commandments  °,  from  reverent  and 
thankful  Motives  of  Duty  to  him,  we  give  him 
that  Proof  of  our  Attachment,  which  he  re- 
quires. Without  this,  the  moft  fervent  Affec- 
tions will  be  unavailable  :  and  with  this,  the 
calrneft,  which  are  often  the  trueft  and  moft 
perfevering,  will  be  accepted.  Nor,  laftly,  are 
Men  to  defpair  on  finding,  that  Regard  to  a 
better  World  is  not  only,  as  an  inward  Senti- 
ment, much  cooler,  but,  as  a  Principle  of  Ac- 
tion, much  fainter  than  they  have  Caufe  to 
wifti  ;  and  the  Workings  of  earthly  Defires 
in  their  Breafts  powerful  and  Tenement.  For 
if  the  Victory  be  obtained,  the  Reward  fhall  be 
in  Proportion  to  the  Toil  of  the  Combat.  And 
though  it  be  not  a  complete  Victory,  yet  if  it 
be  a  real  one,  God  may  enable  us  to  go  on  from 
Strength  to  Strength  p,  till  we  are  in  all  things 
more  than  Conquerors q.  Or,  at  the  worft,  Fail- 
ings, that  will  diminifh  our  Recompence,  may 
by  no  Means  forfeit  it. 

•  j  John  v.  3.          »  Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  7.         *  Rom.  viii.  37. 
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But  though  a  few,  who  are  worthy  of  the 
utmoft  Regard,  have  fo  peculiar  a  Serioufnefs 
and  Tendernefs  of  Soul,  that  mewing  them 
how  gentle  and  mild  in  Reality  the  feemingly 
fevere  Doctrines  of  Scripture  are,  is  requi&te, 
both  to  fecure  their  Peace  and  direct  their  Con- 
duct :  yet  the  general  Propenfity  is  much  on 
the  other  Side  j  and  there  is  moft  Need  to  fear, 
that  when  once  the  Precepts  on  this  Head  have 
been  acknowledged  to  iignify  nothing  imprac- 
ticable or  extreme,  they  will  foon  be  overlook- 
ed, as  if  they  fignified  fcarce  any  Thing  at  all. 
Now,  it  is  poflible  to  deceive  ourfelves  with 
almoft  whatever  Imagination  we  will  :  but 
furely  it  is  not  eafy  to  think  That  a  flight  Duty, 
of  which  the  V/ord  of  God  fpeaks  in  fuch 
Terms,  as  you  have  already  heard ;  in  fuch  De- 
clarations as  that  of  St.  *John>  If  any  Man  /ove 
the  World,  the  Love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him r ; 
in  fuch  Parables  as  that  of  the  rich  Man,  who, 
not  indeed  merely  for  enjoying  this  Life,  but 
for  taking  it  as  his  Portion,  and  looking  no  far- 
ther, was  irreverfibly  doomed  to  the  Place  of 
Torment*.  We  may  very  allowably,  in  our 
Paffage  through  the  prefent  World,  both  feel  a 
Complacency  in  the  Agreeablenefs  of  the  Road, 
r  i  John  ii.  15.  •  Luke  xvi.  19,  &c. 
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and  endeavour  to  procure  good  Accommoda- 
tions upon  it :  nay,  by  moderate  Attentions  ot 
this  Kind,  prudently  conducted,  we  may  qua- 
lify ourfelves  the  better,  both  for  the  Bufinefs 
allotted  us  during  our  Journey,  and  the  Em- 
ployment for  which  we  are  defigned  at  the  Con- 
clufion  of  it.  But  if  we  turn  aiide  into  every 
fiowery  Path,  and  engage  in  every  Purfuit 
that  Inclination  fuggefts  :  if  v/e  forget  we 
are  Travellers,  confider  our  Inns  as  Places  of 
Abode,  and  adopt  the  Land  of  our  Pilgrimage 
for  our  Country  :  what  (hall  we  anfwer  at  the 
lafl-to  him,  who -hath  fent  us  hither  to  do  his 
Work;  limited  the  Time  for  it  j  and  given  us 
the  fulleft  Warning,  that  our  future  Condition 
depends  on  our  prefent  Induilry  or  Negligence  ? 
Let  us  reflect,  therefore,  whilil  it  may  avail 
us,  in  what  Manner  we  are  going  on.  The 
Bulk  of  Mankind,  it  is  neceffary,  mould  fpend 
their  Days  in  worldly  Labours.  '  But  then  it  is 
equally  necellary,  that  thefe  mould  be  under- 
taken from  a  Principle  of  Religion,  conducted 
fuitably  to  thu  Laws  of  Religion,  and  accom- 
panied with  the  Practice  of  religious  Duties, 
public  and  private.  They  who  plead  Want  of 
Leifure  for  Devotion,  can  always  find  enough 
for  Follies  and  Sins.  They  who  plead  Want  of 
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Capacity  or  Inflru&ion,  have,  the  meaneft  of 
them,  been  taught  and  learnt  the  indifpenfable 
Rules  of  Life :  to  believe  in  their  Creator,  their 
Redeemer,  their  Sanctifier;  to  behave  virtu- 
oufly,  love  Mankind,  and  honour  God :  doing 
which,  they  may  offer  up  to  him  a  Life  of  the 
loweft  Occupations  in  fure  Faith  of  his  Accept- 
ance. And  if  fo  much  Regard  to  Things  above 
be  jufbly  required  even  of  thefe;  what  will  be 
the  Cafe  of  their  Superiors,  who  voluntarily 
plunge  themfelves  fo  deep,  either  in  Cares  or 
Pleafures,  that  he  who  made  them  is  not  in  all 
their  ¥  bought  s**y  or,  if  they  cannot  help  fome- 
fimes  remembering  him,  is  indolently  forgotten 
again,  or  iludioufly  driven  out  ?  It  is  very  true, 
Bulinefs  muft  be  attended,  butalwaysin  Subor- 
dination to  the  one  Thing  needful.  Recreations 
in  nil  be  allowed ;  but  not  fo  as  to  become  the 
great  End  of  our  Being.  What  Proportion 
then  do  our  Employments  of  real  Confequence 
bear  to  our  trifling  ones :  and  what  Share,  even 
of  our  ferious  Hours,  do  we  give  to  God,  to 
Improvement  in  Virtue,  to  the  Contemplation 
of  our  latter  End,  to  the  Hope  of  Immortality  ? 
Too  probably,  much  may  be  wanting  to  fit 
many  of  us  for  our  final  Account.  And  how 
<  pr.  x.  4. 
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joyfully  foever  they  who  are  confcious  of  their 
Title  to  Heaven,  may  partake  of  the  innocent 
Delights  of  Earth :  yet  it  is  dreadful  to  fee  thofe, 
who  muft  know,  if  they  would  reflect,  their 
Guilt  to  be  unforgiven,  and  whofe  Sentence, 
whatever  they  imagine,  is  poffibly  juft  ready  to 
fall  upon  their  Heads,  running  round  in  a  Circle 
of  thoughtlefs  Gaieties,  inftead  of  applying  with 
penitent  Humility  for  Pardon  and  Grace. 

But,  indeed,  were  the  Goodnefs  of  fuch  exa- 
mined, as  are  conceived  by  others  and  them- 
felves  to  have  a  great  deal,  would  it  not  prove 
to  be  folely  or  chiefly  relative  to  this  World  ? 
We  do  Juftice  and  fpeak  Truth  :  but  is  it  from 
any  better  Motive  than  Reputation  or  Conve- 
nience ?  We  pity  and  relieve  the  fick  and  poor : 
but  have  we  a  like  Concern  for  the  fpiritual 
Wants  of  Men  ?  We  are  chafte  and  temperate 
perhaps  :  but  is  it  becaufe  the  pure  in  Heart  flail 
fee  God*,  or  to  avoid  Expence,  and  Difeafe,  and 
Difgrace  ?  Our  very  Senfe  of  Duty,  is  it  of  Duty 
to  the  Author  of  our  Beings;  or  do  we  not 
confider  more,  what  we  owe  to  ourfelves,  or 
other  Men,  than  what  we  owe  to  him  ?  Our 
Obligations  to  our  Fellow- Creatures  we  ac* 
knowledge  frequently;  but,  except  it  be  in  a 

u  Matth.  v.  8. 
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common  Phrafe,  that  comes  now  and  then  out 
of  our  Mouths  without  attending  to  it ;  when 
do  we  exprefs  any  Than kfulnefs,  any  Subjection, 
any  Relation  at  all,  to  the  Giver  of  every  good 
Gift  ?  Or,  if  we  have  Sentiments  of  this  Kind 
now  and  then,  are  they  vigorous,  or  are  they 
languid  ?  We  beftow,  it  may  be  freely,  our  Mo- 
ney, our  Time,  our  Pains,  to  gratify  our  Fan- 
cies, or  promote  our  Interefts,  or  ferve  our 
Friends  :  what  Share  of  thefe  do  we  employ  to 
fupport  the  Caufe  of  Religion,  to  advance  the 
Divine  Honour  ?  Temporal  Disappointments 
fill  us  with  the  deeper!:  Sorrow:  but  do  even 
Tranfgreffions,  and  efpecially  do  Failings  and 
Imperfections  in  Chriftian  Virtues,  affect  us  in 
any  Degree  approaching  to  it  ?  And  would  not 
a  confiderable  Solicitude  on  fuch  an  Account 
appear  to  fome  of  us,  who  are  far  from  thinking 
themfelves  void  of  Religion,  rather  an  Evidence 
of  a  difordered  Mind,  than  a  well-grounded 
Concern  ?  Profpects  of  temporal  Advantage 
elate  us  with  the  higheft  Joy  :  do  we  experience 
equal  Satisfaction,  though  we  ought  to  experi- 
ence much  greater,  from  the  Hopes  of  eternal 
Bleffedneis  ?  We  are  ufually  very  ambitious  of 
making  as  good  a  Figure  as  we  poffibly  can  in 
our  prefent  State  :  what  Delire  do  we  mew  of 
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obtaining  an  honourable  Diftinction  in  the  next  f 
Jnftead  of  this,  we  feem  careful  to  exclude  alj 
Reflexion  on  future  Exigence.  When  we  fpeak: 
of  the  Death  of  an  Acquaintance,  when  we  put 
the  Suppoiition  of  our  own,  how  commonly  do 
we  conlider  it,  as  if  Nothing  whatever  were  to 
follow  after,  and  how  feldom  as  an  Introduction 
to  an  infinitely  more  important  Life !  Are  we 
not  indeed,  fome  how  or  other,  ^(hamed  to 
mention,  as  if  it  were  improper,  our  Faith  in  a 
Judgement  to  come,  as  a  Reafon  againft  Sin,  a 
Motive  to  Holinefs,  a  Support  under  Affliction  ; 
or  to  acknowledge  ourfelves  influenced  by  it  in 
any  one  Article  of  Conduct  ?  Or^  if  we  do  adr 
mit  another  State  to  fuggeft  itfeif  to  us,  perhaps 
we  think  more  of  Hell  with  flavim  Terror,  than 
of  Heaven  with  filial  Gratitude.  Nay,  even 
when  we  think  of  Heaven,  too  commonly,  if 
the  Truth  were  known,  we  have  extremely  faint 
Wifhes  for  it,  or  Inclinations  towards  it.  Yet, 
we  can  neither  attain  it,  nor  enjoy  it,  without 
loving  it :  and  to  love  it  in  Deed,  we  mud  lov§ 
Purity  and  Benevolence,  the  Company  of  goo4 
Men,  the  Worfhip  of  God :  love  to  celebrate  the 
Praifes  of  him  that  fits  on  the  Throne,  and  the 
Lamb  at  his  Right  Hand  :  to  meditate  on  the 
Mercy  of  pur  heavenly  Father^  the  Cpndefcen- 
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fion  and  the  Glories  of  his  eternal  Son,  the  gra- 
cious Infpirations  of  his  Holy  Spirit ;  our  rnife* 
rable  Condition  by  Nature,  our  hie/Ted  one 
through  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  our  Profpeft  of 
improving  in  pious  and  virtuous  Affection  to  all 
Eternity.  Now  thefe,  it  may  be  feared,  are  the 
Things  of  all  others,  that  the  Thoughts  of 
many  of  us  dwell  on  leaft,  and  with  the  leaft 
Satisfaction :  yet  we  call  ourfelves  Chriftians, 
and  hope  to  be  faved. 

Nor  muft  it  be  denied,  that  great  Imper- 
fection in  fpiritlial  Defires  may  be  conliftent 
with  a  State  of  Acceptance*  But  the  farther 
fuch  Defires  come  mort  of  their  due  Vigour, 
the  weaker  Evidence  we  mall'have  of  what  we 
are  moft  concerned  to  know  :  the  nearer  they 
advance  towards  it,  the  greater  will  be  our  Com- 
fort and  Help  from  above ;  for  to  him  that  bath, 
flail  be  given  w :  and  though,  from  natural 
Caufes,  they  may  fink,  without  Danger,  be- 
neath what  they  once  were,  in  fenfible  Warmth, 
yet  if  their  practical  Effects  begin  to  leffen,  it 
Ihould  bean  alarming  Admonition,  to  remember 
from  whence  we  are  fallen,  and  repent  and  do  our 
jirjl  Works  * ;  to  be  watchful  and  Jlrengthen  the 
things  which  remain,  that  are  ready  to-  die y. 

w  Match,  xiit.  12.  *  Rev*  II.  5.  ylb.  Hi.  2. 

The 


i9o        SERMON      VIII. 

The  Methods  to  reftore,  to  preferve  and 
heighten  our  devout  Breathings  towards  the 
Father  of  Spirits z,  and  the  Place  of  his  Abode, 
are  thefe:  that  we  appoint,  and  refolutely  fecure 
to  ourfelves  frequent  Seafons  for  examining 
and  rectifying  thofe  wrong  Apprehenfions  of 
Things  which  our  own  corrupt  Natures,  the 
Commerce  of  the  World,  and  the  Suggestions 
of  the  wicked  one  are  fo  apt  to  give  us  :  that 
then  we  recollect  the  Vanity,  Inftability,  and 
momentary  Duration,  of  every  earthly  Good, 
the  Certainty  of  the  unfeen  State,  the  eternal 
Continuance  of  its  Joys  and  Sufferings,  the  in- 
feparable  Connexion  of  the  one  or  the  other 
with  our  prefent  Sentiments  and  Behaviour ; 
the  Authority  and  Holinefs  of  God,  our  own 
Frailty,  Guilt,  and  Weaknefs;  the  Sacrifice  and 
Refurredion,  the  Afcenfion  and  Interceffion,  of 
our  bleffed  Mediator  -,  and  when  we  have  filled 
our  Souls  with  thefe  great  Truths,  lay  open  the 
Workings  of  them  before  the  Lord  of  all,  in 
fuitable  ConfeiTions,  Petitions,  and  Praifes  : 
that,  if  we  find  not  at  firft  the  Pleafure  or  the 
Benefit  we  wifli  from  fuch  Exercifes,  we  perfe- 
vere  in  them  notwithstanding ;  yet  fo  as  not  to 
let  them  become,  either  on  the  one  Hand  empty 

z  Heb.  xii.  9. 
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Forms,  or  on  the  other  unnecefTary  Burthens ; 
but  employ  them  difcreetly,  as  Means  to  arrive 
at  our  End :  that  we  aflift  our  Devotions  and 
Reflexions  chiefly  by  the  inimitable  Spirit  that 
breathes  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  :  but  alfo  by  the 
Ufe  of  other  good  Books,  and  religious  Con- 
verfation,  judicioufly  chofen:  that  we  abftain 
confcientioufly,  as  far  as  we  can,  from  every 
Thing,  of  every  Sort,  which  we  find  hath  a 
Tendency  to  corrupt  or  deaden  our  Hearts; 
but  particularly  that  we  ihelter  our  tender  Piety 
from  the  Blafts  of  Scoffers  with  the  utmofl 
Caution  ;  indeed  rather  hide  it  from  their 
Knowledge,  than  expofe  it  to  their  Ridicule, 
yet  never  deny  ourfelves  to  be  what  we  are  : 
that  we  conftantly  attend  the  public  Service  of 
God,  not  as  Matter  of  Cuflom  or  Entertain- 
ment, but  with  a  faithful  Care  to  join  fervently 
in  his  Wor{hip,  to  learn  meekly  from  his 
Word,  and  cherim  by  Reflexion  afterwards 
whatever  good  Impreffions  we  have  felt  at  the 
Time  :  that  we  ftatedly  come  to  the  holy  Table 
with  due  Preparation,  vow  peculiarly,  in  par- 
taking of  it,  to  live  by  the,  Faith  of  the  Son  of 
God*\  and,  as  we  profefs  uniting  ourfelves  to 
him  by  Means  of  it,  remember,  that  He  who 

8  Gal.  ii.  20. 
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is  joined  to  the  Lord  is  one  Spirit b.  •  Nor  fhould 
We  confider  only  the  Duty  of  being  heavenly - 
minded*  but  alfo  its  Advantages.  We  (hall 
ceafe  to  fear  Death  in  Proportion  as  we  fet  our 
Affe&ions  on  what  is  to  follow  it ;  and  have 
Hope,  as  an  Anchor  of  the  Soul,  fur e  andjiedfafty 
and  which  entereth  into  that  within  the  Vail, 
whither  the  Forerunner  is  entered  for  us e.  We 
mall  fcorn  to  enjoy  the  Pleafures  of  Sin  for  a 
Seafon,  if  we  have  Refpeft  to  the  Recompence  tif 
Reward -y  bear  whatever  Sufferings  our  Chriftian 
Obedience  may  expofe  u$  to,  as  feeing  Him,  who 
is  invijible'^.  We  (hall  take  joyfully  the  Lofs 
of  worldly  Goods,  faowing  we  have  in  Heaven 
a  better  and  an  enduring  Subjlance  e.  When  we 
are  deprived  of  our  deareft  Friends,  we  mall  re- 
frain our  Voice  from  Weeping,  and  our  Ryes  from 
Tears,  far  our  Work  JJ^all  be  rewarded,  and  t bay 
fiall  come  again  from  the  Land  of  the  Enemy f. 
We  mall  run  with  Patience  the  Race  that  is  fet 
before  us,  looking  unto  Jejiis,  who  endured  the 
Crofs,  defpifmg  ihe  Shame,  and  is  fet  down  at  the 
right  Hand  of  the  Throne  of  Gods.  The  more 
we  contemplate  him,  the  more  we  fhall  love 

*  I  Cor.  vi.ij.          clieb.  vi.  19,  20.         d  Ib.  xi.  2^,  26,  27. 
*-Ib.  x.  545  f  Jer.  xxxi.  16*  g  Hcb.  xii.  i.  2. 
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him,  the  more  we  mall  confequently  feel  we 
are  beloved  by  him.  And  when  once  we  have 
tajled,  that  the  Lord  is  gracious  h,  we  mall  be 
Jitted  with  all  Joy  and  Peace  in  believing,  and 
abound  in  Hope  through  the  Power  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft'\  till  we  can  fay  experimentally  with  the 
Pfalmiit,  /  am  alway  by  thee :  thou  haft  holdcn  me 
by  my  right  Hand.  'Thou  fialt  guide  me  with  thy 
Counfel,  and  after  that  receive  me  with  Glory. 
Whom  have  I  in  Heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is 
none  upon  Eart/J  that  I  de/ire  in  Comparifon  of 
thee.  My  Flejh  and  my  Heart  faileth  :  but  God 
is  the  Strength  of  my  Heart,  and  my  Portion  for 
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Brethren,  I  write  no  new  Commandment  unto 
you,  but  an  old  Commandment,  which  ye  had 
from  the  Beginning :  the  old  Commandment  is 
the  Word,  which  ye  have  heard  from  the  Be- 
ginning. 

Again,  a  new  Commandment  I  write  unto  you  : 
which  Thing  is  true  in  him  and  in  you  •>  be- 
caufe  the  Darknefs  is  paft,  and  the  true  Light 
now  jbinetb. 

THESE  Words    contain  a  very   ufeful 
Piece  of  Inftruction,  exprefTed  in  a  Man- 
ner fomewhat  obicure  and  enigmatical,  on  Pur- 
pofe  to  excite  that  Attention,  which  they  will 
foon  reward  by  the  Difcovery   of  their  Mean- 
ing.    Probably  they  were  deiigned  to  be  more 
efpecially  underflood  of  the  great  Precept,  in- 
culcated immediately  after  them,  of  univerfai 
Good-will ;  an  original  Duty  gf  Mankind,  but 
O  2  ilrangely 
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flrangely  forgotten  throughout  the  Earth,  till 
our  Saviour  taught  it  more  clearly,  and  enfor- 
ced it  more  ftrongly,  than  had  ever  been  done 
before.  Yet  they  are  equally  applicable  to  the 
Whole  of  Chriftianity :  and  it  might  very  well 
be  the  Apoflle's  Meaning  to  extend  them  fo  far, 
and  fet  forth  in  them  a  Truth,  wonderfully  fit- 
ted to  give  both  a  juft  and  engaging  Notion  of 
theGofpel:  that  its  general  Purpofe  is  to  make 
Men  happy,  by  reftoring  amongft  them  the  Be- 
lief and  Practice  of  the  primitive  univerfal  Re- 
ligion of  rational  Beings  :  and  that  its  peculiar 
Dodrines  were  all  introduced  by  the  Change 
of  human  Circumstances,  and  are  the  fame  in 
Subflance  with  thofe,  of  which  the  Patriarchs 
and  Jews  received  imperfect  Notices,  and  ty- 
pical Reprefentatibns  in  antient  Time  :  that  be- 
ing thus,  in  Refped  of  God's  early  Promulga- 
tion of  it,  an  old  Commandment -,  it  was  yet,  with 
Refped  to  the  Age  in  which  our  Saviour  re- 
publifhed  it,  a  new  one  ;  as  Darknefs  had  co- 
vered the  Word,  which  by  his  Means  was 
driven  away ;  and  the  Light  of  Truth  dif- 
played  again,  with  a  Brightnefs  and  reviving 
Warmth,  till  then  unknown.  For  Chrifliani- 
ty  added  much  Evidence  and  Diftindnefs  to 
many  important,  and  many  comfortable  Articles 

of 
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of  Faith ;  and  then  building  on  them  the  cor- 
refponding  Obligations  of  Duty,  completed  on 
the  old  Foundations  a  Structure,  only  fo  far 
new  as  the  State  of  Mankind  required  it  mould 
be.  This  is,  doubtlefs,  an  advantageous  View 
of  the  Chriftian  Difpenfation ;  reprefenting  it 
as  doing  for  us  exactly  what  we  needed  to  have 
done  ;  and  that  it  is  likewife  a  juft  View  of  it, 
I  mall  endeavour  to  mew,  by  laying  before 
you, 

The  Nature  of  Religion  as  it  ftpod  at  firft. 
The  Condition  of  Mankind  afterwards :  and 
The  Fitnefs  of  the  Gofpel  to  that  Condition. 
The  Duty  of  Man,  fo  far  as  it  was  difcover- 
able  to  him  by  Reafon,  whilft  he  continued  in- 
nocent, muftconfift  in  Love,  Honour,  and  Obe- 
dience, to  his  Maker,  Benefactor,  and  Sovereign 
Lord,  joined  with  the  Care  of  copying  the  divine 
Goodnefs  in  his  Behaviour  to  his  Fellow-crea- 
tures, and  the  divine  Holinefs  in  the  rational 
Government  of  himfelf.     It  is  plain,  that  he 
could  be  obliged  to  no  more,  unlefs  God  was 
pleafed,  by  Revelation,  to  fuperadd  more;  and  as 
plain,  that  he  was  obliged  to  the  Whole  of  this. 
For  to  pretend  Reverence  to  our  Father  in  Hea- 
ven, yet  to  mifufe  his   Children  and  our  Bre- 
thren on  Earth  ;  or  to  behave  with  Affection,' 
O  3  Datifulnefs 
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Dutifulnefs  and  Gratitude  amongft  them,  ami 
yet  fhew  none  to  him  ;  and  to  profefs  both  a 
righteous  and  godly  Life,  yet  to  fail  of  the  Ob- 
ligations of  a  fober  one,  contradicting  and  de- 
bafing  Reafon  by  brutal  ExcefTes  and  Irregula- 
rities, is  evidently  faulty  and  inconfiftent.  The 
fame  Regard  to  Truth  and  Right,  which  re- 
quires any  of  thefe  Things,  requires  them  all. 
So  that  neither  Piety  and  Morals  can  be  fepa- 
rated  from  each  other,  nor  any  Part  of  either 
from  the  reft :  but  the  Whole  hath  one  Founda- 
tion; and  is  indeed  one  Temper  of  Mind,  only 
exerted  towards  different  Objects.  In  this  hap- 
py Rectitude  of  Heart  and  Behaviour,  confifts 
the  Image  of  God,  the  Perfection  of  Man,  the 
original  Religion  of  all  Creatures,  capable  of 
Religion,  throughout  the  Univerfev 

Supposing,  therefore,  any  Creature  fallen  from 
this  blelTed  State,  reiloring  him  to  it  again  mull- 
be  the  only  ultimate  End  to  which  any  ufeful 
Endeavours  of  his  own,  or  any  gracious  De- 
figns  of  Heaven  for  his  Good,  can  be  directed. 
Now,  this  is  our  Cafe.  We  are  fallen,  by  the 
Fault  of  our  firft  Parents  tranfgreffing  an  eafy 
revealed  Commandment,  fuperadded  very  juftly 
to  their  natural  ones,  as  a  further  Trial  of  their 
Obedience  ;  we  are  fallen,  I  fay,  thus  from  Up- 

rlghtnefs 
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tightness  of  Nature  and  Immortality  :  and  we 
feel  convincing  Effects  of  that  melancholy 
Change.  We  are  alfo  fallen,  by  our  own  Fault, 
lower  ftill,  fromperfonal  Innocence  into  per- 
fonal  Guilt  $  and  from  this  Condition  we  want 
to  be  recoveredi  But  that  we  cannot  be,  nor 
defire  to  be,  till  we  are  fenfible  of  our  Mifery 
and  Danger,  and  forry  for  the  Sins  that  have 
reduced  us  to  fo  wretched  a  Condition;  Here 
then  begins  the  Neceffity  of  Repentance:  a  Du- 
ty for  which  there  was  no  Room  in  the  primi- 
tive State  of  Things  3  but  in  ours,  the  Ground-1- 
work  of  all  that  we  have  to  hope  for.  And  this 
Duty  comprehends,  not  only  that  we  condemn 
ourfelves  of  Folly,  for  having  acted  contrary  to 
oar  Interefts ;  and  of  Bafenefs,  for  having  vio- 
lated the  Dictates  of  our  inward  Senfe  of  Vir- 
tue ;  but  of  ill  Defer t  in  difobeying  God.  The 
Grief  arid  Shame  attending  Repentance  will 
Vary  in  their  Expreffion,  according  to  the  Va- 
riety of  Meris  natural  Conftitutions.  But  Dif- 
approbation  of  Sin,  and  Care  of  Amendment, 
are  necefiary  Proofs  of  its  Genuinenefs.  And  to 
thefe  the  Offender  is  absolutely  bound,  how 
fmall  foever  his  Hope  of  Pardon  may  be.  For 
having  done  amifs  can,  in  no  Circumftances, 
juftify  the  Neglect  of  doing  better:  and  every 
O  4  Increafc 
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Increafe  of  Guilt  mufl  be  expected  to  increafe 
the  Punimment. 

But  {till,  as  our  Spirit  and  Vigour  in  acting 
will  be  proportionable  to  the  Encouragement 
on  which  we  aft  ;  without  ibme  good  Profpect 
of  Forgivenefs  and  Aqceptance,  Men  would 
have  fo  little  Heart  to  go  through  the  Difficul- 
ties of  Reformation,  that  fcarce  any  Regard  to 
Religion  would  be  preferved  in  the  World.  And 
therefore  God  hath  enabled  us,  by  the'  mere 
Ufe  of  Reafon,  to  conclude  it  probable,  that  as 
Goodnefs  is  always  the  Object  of  his  Favour,  fo 
whenever  we  return  to  it  really,  though  imper- 
fectly, he  will  look  on  us  anew,  with  Tender- 
nefs  and  Complacence.  For  like  as  a  Father 
pi  fief  A  his  Children,fo  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that 
fear  him  :for  he  knoweth  cur  Frame,  be  remember- 
eth  that  we  are  but  Duft a.  But  then,  whether  it 
be  confident  with  the  Holinefs  of  his  Nature, 
and  the  Honour  of  his  Government,  that  Re- 
pentance mould  obtain  Pardon  in  all  Cafes,  or 
in  which:  and  whether  in  any,  without  forr,e 
admonitory  and  exemplary  Correction  firft;  and 
how  fevere  fuch  Correction  may  be;  though  it 
'nearly  concerns  us,  who  can  fay,  unlefs  Know- 
ledge be  given  him  from  above  ? 

•Pftl.  ciii.  13,  14. 
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Another  Point,  of  greater  Importance  to  fal- 
len and  finful  Man,  is  this.  Partly  by  the  ori- 
ginal Depravation  of  our  Nature,  partly  by  our 
actual  TranfgrefTions,  the  Strength  of  the  hu- 
man Mind  is  grievoufly  weakened,  and  we  find 
in  ourfelves  a  fad  Inability  of  doing,  what  yet 
we  know  we  ought  to  do,  and  were  made  for, 
and  cannot  become  happy  without  doing. 
Now  what  mall  relieve  us  here  ?  When  indeed 
we  contemplate  God's  continual  Providence 
and  Care,  even  over  the  meanefl  of  his  Works,. 
and  reflect  that  the  Improvement  of  his  rational 
Creatures  in  Piety  and  Virtue  muft  be  the 
principal  End  of  his  Creation ;  we  cannot  but 
hope,  that  he  will  condefcend  to  affift  us  in  it; 
infpirc  us  with  good  Purpofes,  and  direct  and 
ftrcngthen  us  in  the  Execution  of  them.  But 
ftill  Hope  is  not  Certainty  :  and  the  weaker  our 
Hope  is,  the  fainter  will  our  Efforts  be  :  and 
whether,  after  great  and  habitual  Sins,  we  may 
promife  ourfelves  the  Aid  of  his  Spirit  at  all, 
though  then  we  need  it  moil,  Reafon  cannot 
judge  on  any  certain  Grounds. 

A  third  moft  material  Article,  on  which  it 
throws  a  little  Light,  but  a  Light  greatly  over- 
caft  with  Clouds  and  Doubts,  is  that  of  a  future 
State.  Considering  the  immortal  Nature  of 

Man's 
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Man's  Soul,  the  evident  Capacity  it  hath  for 
much  higher  Degrees  of  Knowledge  and  Vir- 
tue, than  it  ever  attains  here ;  and  the  earneil 
Defires  of  a  future  Being,  which  the  wifeft 
and  beft  Men  feel  beyond  others  :  conlider- 
ing  the  many  Miferies  to  which  we  are  fub- 
ject  in  this  Lifej  the  few  and  low  Enjoy- 
ments of  which  we  are  capable^  and  theftrange 
Difproportion  with  which  both  are  divided  j 
while  the  good  too  frequently  fuffer  every 
Thing  that  is  terrible  for  the  Sake  of  their 
Goodnefs ;  and  the  bad  very  commonly  obtain 
the  utmoil  Profperity  by  the  Means  of  their* 
Wickednefs  :  Men  have  never  failed  in  any  Age 
of  the  World  to  entertain  fome  Expectation  of 
a  better  and  more  equal  State  hereafter.  But 
how  long  or  how  mort  its  Duration  will  be, 
how  great  or  how  fmall  its  Rewards;  and  what 
Qualifications  will  intitle  us  to  any,  and  what 
Share  of  them ;  our  unafFifted  Faculties  only 
guefs:  and  the  Subject  appears  in  a  very  greaf 
Meafure  to  lie  out  of  our  Reach.- 

But  the  divine  Mercy  gave  additional  Hopes 
to  Men  from  the  very  Beginning,  beyond  what 
Reafon  was  able  to  furniih ;  with  ufeful^ 
though  general  and  obfcure,  Intimations  of  the 
Means,  by  which  thefe  Hopes  were  to  be  ac- 

eompliihed, 
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Compliflied.  Our  firft  Parents  were  told,  that 
the  Seed  of  the  Woman  foouldbruife  the  Head,  and 
deftroy  the  Power,  e/~that  Serpent b,  which  had 
brought  into  the  World  Sin  and  Death.  Sacri- 
fices were  accepted,  as  early  as  the  Days  of 
Abel.  Enoch,  for  his  Piety,  though  undoubt- 
edly not  a  faultlefs  one,  was  trahilated  to  a  hap- 
pier Life.  Nodb  was  affured,  that  the  Spirit 
of  Godjirove  with  Men  c  to  reform  them.  And 
thefe  reviving  Truths,  poffibly  T,vith  many 
more  Circumftances  and  Evidences  of  them, 
were  certainly  propagated  amongft  all  Noah's 
Children  :  of  which  there  remain  clear  and 
numerous  Footfteps  in  the  following  Ages. 

But  by  Degrees  Negligence  and  Wicked- 
fiefs  introduced  Ignorance  and  Superftition  : 
and  thefe  in  their  Turn  augmented  Neg- 
ligence and  Wickednefs  :  till  the  Patriar- 
chal Doctrines  were  forgotten  of  pervert- 
ed ;  the  fpiritual  Worfhip  of  God  laid 
aiide  for  Idolatry  -,  and  his  Nature  and  Per- 
fections fo  grofsly  mifunderftood,  that  it  is  no 
Wonder  if  Pardon  of  Sins,  Afliftance  in  -right 
Conduct,  and  a  Recompence  after  Death,  were 
either  not  thought  of,  or  expected  on  Condi- 
tions abfurd,  and  even  immoral.  For  the 

k  Gen.  iii.  15.  c  Ib.  vi.  3. 
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Knowledge  of  the  commoneft  Duties  of  Life 
was  in  many  Cafes  utterly  loft ;  and  mocking 
Crimes  conlidered  as  perfectly  lawful,  nay  ex- 
alted into  Ads  of  Religion.  Thus  then  did 
the  Nations  of  the  Earth,  to  fpeak  in  the  Lan- 
guage of  St.  Paul,  walk  in  the  Vanity  of  their 
Minds,  having  the  Under/landing  darkened,  being 
alienated  from  the  Life  of  God  d. 

Suppofe  now  any  one  to  have  made  it  his 
Bulinefs,  in  this  lamentable  State  of  Things,  to 
teach  Men  their  Duty  to  God,  their  Fellow- 
Creatures,  and  themfelves  5  and  to  have  given 
them  only  fuch  In  ftr  notions  in  it,  with  fuch 
Hopes  of  Acceptance  and  Recornpence,  as  the 
mere  Light  of  Nature  could  afford  :  what  a 
Publimer  of  good  Tidings,  what  a  noble  Bene- 
factor to  Mankind,  would  fuch  a  one  have 
been  !  And  had  he  further  appointed  a  Number 
of  his  Followers  to  travel  through  every  Land, 
combat  the  reigning  Errors  and  Follies,  eftablifli 
the  Truth  in  their  Stead,  and  fettle  a  Suc- 
ceffion  of  Men  to  fupport  it  for  ever;  how 
highly  would  the  Inftitution,  and  the  Author  of 
it,  have  been  honoured  by  the  well-difpofed 
throughout  the  Earth  !  But  no  Perfon  appeared, 
who  had  either  Abilities  to  execute,  or  Great- 
dEph.  iv.  17,  ig. 
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nefs  of  Mind  to  conceive,  fo  vaft  and  excellent 
a  Deiign.  The  Founders,  Lawgivers,  and 
Rulers,  of  Kingdoms  and  Commonwealths,  if 
they  ihidied  the  temporal  Welfare  of  thofe 
under  their  Care,  for  which  they  often  provided 
very  injudiciouily,  had  little  farther  Regard  even 
to  their  Morals,  and  to  their  Religion  fcarce 
any  at  all :  but  patronized  and  fet  up  whatever 
Form  of  it,  either  the  People  were  accuflomed 
to  obferve  -,  or  their  own  Fancy,  or  the  Example 
of  their  Neighbours,  happened  to  fuggefr..  So 
that  there  was  not,  for  many  Ages,  in  all  the 
known  Countries  of  the  Gentile  World,  a 
fingle  Inftance  of  rational  public  Worfhip  of 
the  true  God.  Then  for  the  Philofophers  ; 
moil  of  them  fpent  the  chief  of  their  Time  in 
Speculations,  that  had  fmall  Connexion  with 
Virtue  and  Piety.  And  they  who  did  turn 
their  Minds  to  examine  into  the  Obligations  and  . 
the  Hopes  of  Men  had  very  imperfect,  very 
erroneous,  Notions  of  both  j  tolerated,  and  even 
applauded,  great  Sins ;  had  fcarce  any  Notion  at 
all,  either  of  inward  Humility,  or  of  Repentance 
towards  God ;  were  very  wavering,  to  fay  no 
worfe,  in  their  Belief  of  future  Rewards ;  and 
had  yet  lefs  Apprehenfions  of  future  Punifh- 
ments.  Befides,  they  differed  from  one  ano- 
ther 
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ther  in  moft  material  Points,  but  all  agreed  in 
conforming  to  whatever  falfe  Wormip  wa$ 
eftablilhed :  and,  had  fbsy  he!4  more  Truth 
than  they  did,  were  fo  little  regarded,  in  any 
Tiling  right,  by  the  Generality  of  their  Fellow- 
Citizens  $  that  they  confined  their  Diicourfes  ta 
a  fmall  Number  of  their  private  Difciples,  aqd 
left  the  Multitude  to  live  and  die  like  the  Beafts 
that  perim.  This  undeniably  was,  and  had 
long  been,  the  Cafe,  when  Chriftianity  ap- 
peared. And  though  human  Reafon  might 
have  taught  Men  more  than  it  did ;  yet  they, 
whom  it  did  not,  were  never  the  better  for  that 
Poffibility :  nor  was  there  any  Likelihood  of  its 
becoming  Fact, 

Such  was  the  Condition  of  the  Gentiles. 
That  of  the  Jews  in  the  mean  Time  was  very 
different,  but  became  at  Length  almoft  as  bad. 
They  had  received,  from  their  Anceftor  Abra-> 
ham,  further  Notices  of  God's  gracious  Inten- 
tions. They  had  received,  from  their  Legi- 
flator  Mofes,  a  great  Bleffing,  an  authorized 
written  Syftem  of  true  Religion  and  moral 
Virtue  5  with  additional  Precepts,  to  preferve 
them  from  Idolatry,  feparate  them  from  the 
Nations  that  profeiTed  it,  and  exhibit  to  them 
a  more  particular,  but  dark,  Reprefentation  of 

good 
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good  Things  to  come,  which  would  naturally 
engage  their  Attention  and  Expectation  all 
along  ;  and,  being  explained  when  God.  faw  fit, 
would  (hew,  that  the  Purpofe,  which  he  ex- 
ecuted in  later  Times,  he  had  formed  in  the 
carlieft.  After  this,  they  received  from  a  long 
Succefiion  of  Prophets,  ampler  and  more  fpiri- 
tual  Inflruclions,  fuller  AfTurances  of  God's 
Forgivenefs  and  Grace,  clearer  Notifications  of 
a  future  State,  and  more  circurmtantial  Accounts 
of  an  extraordinary  Perfon  to  arife  from  the 
Family  of  David,  by  whom  all  the  divine 
Bleffings  were  to  be  conveyed  to  all  the  World, 
on  the  Condition  of  believing  and  obeying 
him. 

Thefe  undoubtedly  were  great  Advantages. 
Yet  for  a  long  Time,  notwithftanding  them 
all,  they  were  continually  aflbciating  Idols 
with  the  true  God,  and  even  the  vileft  Parts  of 
Heathen  Wormip  with  his.  And  when  they 
came  to  profefs  a  ftricter  Adherence  to  their 
own  Religion,  they  grievoufly  perverted  the 
moft  efTential  Articles  of  it.  They  worked 
themfelves  into  a  Hatred  of  other  Nations,  a- 
gainfl  whom  they  were  indeed  commanded  to 
be  on  their  Guard,  but  ftill  to  love  them. 
They  promifed  themfelves  a  temporal  Deliverer, 

to 
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to  eflablifh  fof  their  Benefit  an  univerfal  King- 
dom of  this  World  :  inflead  of  one  to  free 
them  from  Sin  and  Death.  They  neglected 
the  weightier,  the  moral  Parts  of  their  Law  ; 
and  grew  fo  minutely  and  abfurdly  obfervant  of 
the  ceremonial,  that  at  Length  they  imagined,, 
their  whole  Duty  to  God  confifted  in  outward 
Forms  ;  by  a  fcrupulous  Practice  of  which, 
they  conceited  themfelves  to  merit  every  Thing 
from  him,  without  any  one  good  Quality 
within. 

When  therefore  the  Wifdom  of  thevwifeft 
Nations  had  proved  Foolifhnefs,  and  the  Piety 
of  the  befl  infhructed  fadly  degenerated  into 
Superftition,  our  heavenly  Father  mercifully 
and  feafonably  fent  forth  his  Son,  to  renew  the 
old  Commandment  'which  was  in  the  Beginning, 
to  perfect  thofe  Additions  to  it  which  the 
Alteration  of  human  Circumftances  had  re- 
quired, and  perpetuate  the  Knowledge  of  the 
Whole  to  the  End  of  Time. 

That  the  ultimate  Defign  of  Christianity  is 
re- eflabli  ming  the  Love  of  God,  the  Love  of 
Men,  the  Love  of  Virtue,  is  obvioufly  plain 
from  the  whole  New  Teftament :  particularly, 
from  our  Saviour's  Sermon  on  the  Mount  -,  from 
his  Anfwer  to  the  Queftion,  Which  is  tht  great 
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Commandment  in  the  Law e :  from  St.  James's 
Declaration,  what  is  pure  and  undefiled  Religion 
before  God  and  the  Father* :  from  St.  Paul's  Dif- 
courfe  to  the  Athenians  :  from  his  Obfervation, 
that  Love  is  the  End  of  the  Commandment g:  from 
his  explicit  AfTertion,  that,  the  Grace  of  God  ap- 
peared for  this  Purpofe,  to  teach  all  Men,  that, 
denying  Ungodlinefs  and  worldly  Lujls,  they  fiould 
livefoberly,  right  eoujly,  and  godly r,  in  this  prefent 
World,  looking  for  the  glorious  Hope  h  of  a  better. 
And  the  Re-eftablifhment,  which  the  Gofpel 
hath  made  in  this  Refpeft,  is  perfect.  It  re- 
quires fuch  Love  of  God,  as  will  incline  us  ef- 
fectually to  imitate,  as  well  as  honour  him  ; 
fuch  Love  of  Men,  as  extends  to  the  whole 
World,  and  feeks  both  the  temporal  and  the 
fpiritual  Good  of  all ;  fuch  Love  of  Virtue,  as 
is  free  from  Oftentation,  from  Auflerity,  from 
Self-Opinion.  It  lays  us  under  a  Neceffity  of 
remembering,  that  we  are  frail,  that  we  are  Sin- 
ners 5  and  therefore  moft  firmly  bound  to  Hu- 
mility in  our  own  Hearts,  Mildnefs  towards 
others,  Penitence  in  the  Sight  of  God.  To 
thofe  who  are  in  any  Degree  thus  difpofed,  it 
not  only  repeats  the  obfcurer,  yet  inflruclive 

e  Matth.  xxii.  36.  f  James  i.  27.          •   E  I  Tim.  i.  5. 
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and  comfortable,  Intimations,  of  Pardon,  Grace, 
and  Regard  ;  which  the  Patriarchal  Ages  en- 
joyed, as  a  Light  foining  faintly  in  a  dark  P/ace'1; 
and  which  After- times  loft,  and  wandered  on  in 
the  thickeft  Night :  but  it  vifits  Men  like  the 
Day-Spring  from  on  high,  clofe  followed  by  the 
Sun  of  Righteoufnefs  beaming  forth  to  cheer 
our  Hearts,  and  guide  our  Feet  into  the  Way  of 
Peace  k.     Inftead  of  the  Shadows  and  Figures 
.of  the  Mofaic  Law,  which  veiled,  and,  in  a 
great  Meafure,  concealed,  what  they  exhibited ; 
it  prefents  us  with  the  undifguifed  Truth  and 
very  Subftance :  fets  before  our  Eyes  that  great 
Atonement  to  the  Juftice  of  Heaven,  which 
other  Victims  were  appointed  to  prelignify ;  and 
opens  the  whole  Treafure  of  divine  Bounty  ; 
free  Forgivenefs,  kind  Affiftance,  eternal  Hap- 
pinefs,  to  the  worft  of  Sinners,  on  the  equitable, 
the  advantageous  Terms  of  ingenuous  Sorrow, 
thankful  Faith,  and  univerfal,  though  ftill  im- 
perfect, Obedience*    Come  every  one  that  thirft- 
cth,  come  to  the  Waters  of  Life,  and  buy  'without 
Money  and  'without  Price  }.  Inftead  of  a  heavy 
Yoke  of  ceremonial  Reftraints,  and  rigorous  Ob- 
iervances  unexplained,  neceflary  for  the  imma- 
ture and  injudicious  Age  of  the  Jewifo  Difpen- 
'zPct.  i.  19.         kLukei.  78,79.          Ufa.  lv.  i. 
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fation;  God  hath  coniidered  Chriftians  as  grown 
up  to  a  manly  Capacity  of  rational  Service,  and 
fuller  Knowledge  of  his  Counfels.  He  hath 
therefore  communicated  to  us  a  much  greater 
Number  of  doctrinal  Truths,  all  fitted  to  in- 
flruct  our  Worfhip,  and  inflame  our  Gratitude  : 
but  hath  reduced  our  ritual  Performances  to 
two  :  both  of  them  clear  and  important  in  their 
Meaning  ;  eafy  and  affecting  in  their  Ufe,  and 
fully  guarded  againft  being  efleemed  beyond 
their  Ufe  :  firft;  Baptifm>  which  moft  aptly  fig- 
nifies  our  Engagements  to  preferve  ourfelves 
from  the  Defilement  of  Sin;  and  God's  Promifd 
to  look  on  us  as  free  from  the  Guilt  of  it :  then 
the  holy  Edcliarlft ;  which;  with  equal  Pro- 
priety, expreiTes  our  Saviour's  giving  his  Body 
to  be  broken,  and  his  Blood  to  be  med,  for  the 
Sake  of  Man  ;  and  our  being  nouriihed,  and 
ftrengthehed,  and 'united  to  him  for  ever,  by 
imbibing  and  digesting  his  Doctrine,  and  re- 
ceiving into  our  SoulSj  by  Faith,  the  beneficial 
Influences  of  his  Death. 

Thus  then  the  new  Commandment,  delivered 
by  our  blefTed  Lord,  is  an  authentic  Republica- 
tion,  both  of  the  primitive  Religion  of  Man  be- 
fore the  Fall,  and  of  the  additional  Instructions 
given  him  after  it ;  with  fuch  Improvements  of 
P  2  thefo 
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thefe  lafr.,  as  make  up,  together  with  the  for- 
mer, a  complete  Inftitution  of  Piety,  fitted  to 
anfwer  all  our  Neceffities  to  the  World's  End. 
To  prevent  or  detect  any  Corruptions  or  Mif- 
takes  in  fo  important  a  Syflem  of  Boftrine,  the 
blefTed  Author  of  it  hath  provided,  that  we 
fhould  have  the  very  Words,  in  which  he  de- 
livered it,  recorded  in  the  Gofpels  -,  and  his 
true  Meaning  confirmed,  and  further  explained, 
in  the  Writings  of  his  immediate  Difciples  : 
which  ineflimable  Treafure  Providence  hath 
watched  over  through  every  Age :  and,  by  its 
Affirlance,  the  old  Commandment  hath  once  more 
in  thefe  latter  Days  been  refcued  from  danger- 
ous Perverfions,  and  happily  reilored  to  its  ori- 
ginal Purity. 

But  befides,  he  hath  made  yet  another  Pro- 
vifion  for  fecuring,  not  only  the  genuine  Belief, 
but  the  faithful  Pradice  of  it.  As  Man  is  a  fo- 
cial  Creature,  and  capable  of  receiving  at  leaf! 
as  much  Benefit  from  uniting  in  Religion,  as  in 
other  Things  :  fo  he  hath  formed  his  Followers 
into  a  fpiritual  Society,  or  Church  j  to  cele- 
brate the  Worfhip  of  God  more  folemnly,  and 
bear  a  public  Teftimony  to  his  Truths  j  to  ex- 
hort, and  provoke  one  another  to  Love  and  good 

Works  ; 
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Works  m  -,  to  reft  ore  in  the  Spirit  ofMeeknefs  them 
that  are  overtaken  in  Faults?,  butpuf  away  from 
among  ft  them  the  grofslyand  obftinately  wicked"; 
that,  if  poffible,  the  Reverence  of  fo  awful  a 
Cenfure  may  bring  them  to  recollect  themfelves 
and  repent  5  or,  fuppofing  it  fails,  that  yet  the 
Innocence  of  the  reft,  and  the  Honour  of  the 
Chriftian  Name,  may  be  preferved.  And  that 
all  this  may  be  performed  in  a  due  Manner,  he 
hath  inftituted  a  regular  Subordination  and  Suc- 
ceffion  of  Paftors  and  'Teachers,  for  the  perfecting 
of  the  Saints,  for  the  edifying  of  the  Body  of 
Chrift*.  An  Appointment  evidently  fuitable, 
both  to  the  Nature  of  a  Being,  which  fo  greatly 
wants  Inftruction  and  Admonition,  as  Man  ; 
and  to  the  Nature  of  a  Religion,  that  will  fo 
very  well  bear  to  be  (hewn  in  a  full  Light. 
However  defectively,  therefore,  or  wrongly, 
this  Inftitution  may  be  adminiftered  through 
our  Faults  -,  or  how  much  foever  it  may  be  de- 
fpifed,  or  obstructed,  through  yours  -,  yet,  in  it- 
felf,  it  is  vifibly  of  excellent  Ufe ;  and,  which  is 
remarkable,  peculiar  to  the  Religion  delivered 
in  Scripture.  For,  in  the  Gentile  World, 
through  many  Centuries,  we  have  no  one  In- 

mHeb.  x.  24,  15.  n  Gal.  vi.  i.  °  i  Cor.  v.  13. 

P  Eph.  iv.  n,  12. 
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fiance  of  any  public  Teaching,  much  lefs  any 
moral  Difcipline,  attending  their  Worfliip.  And 
indeed,  when  Julian  attempted  to  fet  up  Preach- 
ers of  Heatherufm,  in  Oppofition  to  thofe  of 
Chriftianity,  it  was  immediately  foretold  him, 
and  the  Event  verified  the  Prediction,  that  what 
had  proved  fo  effectual  to  eftablim  Truth, 
would  only  ferve  to  expofe  and  ruin  Error. 

Such  then  being  the  Nature  of  our  holy  Re- 
ligion, and  fuch  the  Methods  taken  to  preferve 
it  from  Corruption,  and  make  it  a  perpetual  In- 
ttrument  of  prefent  and  eternal  Happinefs  to 
Mankind;  whoever  fincerely'  honours  God, 
loves  his  Fellow-Creatures,  or  wifhes  well  to 
his  own  Soul,  muft  fee  and  feel  himfelf  deeply  - 
concerned  to  embrace  and  refpect  the  Gofpel  of 
Cbrift;  which  God  cannot  have  revealed  for  fuch 
noble  Purpofes,  and  left  any  one  at  Liberty  to 
flight  a  fingle  Part  of  it.  But  then  we  muft  re- 
member, that  neither  profeffing  nor  admiring 
it,  will  ferv$  for  any  Thing  but  our  Condemna- 
tion ;  unlefs  we  receive  it  into  an  honefi  and  good 
Heart q,  and  bring  forth  tjie  Fruits  of  it  in  pious 
and  virtuous  Lives.  JLittle  Children,  let  no  Man 
deceive  you  :  he  that  doth  Right  eoitjnefs,  is  righ- 
:  he  that  commit teth  Sin,  is  of  the  Devil.  For 

q  Mark  iv.  20.    Luke  viii.  1 5. 

this 


SERMON       IX.         215 

this  Purpofe  the  Son  of  God  was  manifefted,  that 
he  might  deflroy  the  Works  of  the  Devil r ;  and 
hereby  we  know  that  we  know  him,  if  we  keep  his 
Commandments '. 


i  John  iii.  7,  8.  *  i  John  ii.  3. 
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And  above  all  Things  have  fervent  Charity  among 
yourfehes  :  for  Charity  Jhall  cover  the  Multi- 
tude of  Sins. 

A  Religion,  the  Precepts  of  which  are  all 
juft  and  good,  mufl  immediately  be  ac- 
knowledged to  be  fo  far  true  ;  but  if,  beiides, 
the  general  Temper  from  which  it  appoints 
every  particular  Duty  to  be  done,  be  the  proper 
and  right  one,  then  the  Argument  in  its  Fa- 
vour flrengthens.  And  if,  laftly,  the  Means 
which  it  prefcribes  to  form  this  Temper,  be 
well  adapted  to  produce  it  in  the  worft  of  Men, 
and  raife  it  ilill  higher  in  the  beft,  nothing 
more  can  be  wanting  to  prove  the  practical  Part 
of  fuch  an  Inftitution,  which  is  always  the  moft 
important  Part,  worthy  of  him,  who  alone  per- 
fectly knows  both  the  Obligations  anting  from 
our  original  Nature,  and  the  Affiftances  needful 
in  our  prefent  Circumftances. 
*y  4  Now 
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Now  this  is  evidently  the  Cafe  of  Chriftiani- 
ty.  Its  Injunctions  comprehend  every  Dictate, 
the  very  purefl  and  fublimefl,  of  natural  Piety 
and  Virtue,  without  any  fmgle  Article  con- 
tradictory to  them  :  whereas  all  Religions 
of  human  Invention,  have  both  omitted  right 
Things,  and  commanded  wrong  ones.  The 
Precepts  it  hath  added,  peculiar  to  itfelf,  are 
few  and  unexceptionable.  And  the  Motives 
from  which  the  Whole  is  to  be  practifed,  are 
two,  the  mofl  rational  and  excellent  that  can  be 
conceived  :  the  firjl  and  great  Commandment, 
'Thonfoalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  ivitb  all  thy 
Heart ;  and  the  fecond  like  unto  it,  Tboufoalt  kvz 
thy  Neighbour  as  thyfelf3- :  both  which  have  one 
original  Source  ;  that  inward  Eileem  of  moral 
Goodnefs  and  Rectitude,  which  muft  incline  us 
to  adore  it  in  our  Maker,  cultivate  it  in  our- 
felves,  and  exercife  it  towards  our  Fellow-crea- 
tures. 

This  is  the  genuine  Spirit  of  the  Gofpel  : 
and  it  is  plainly  the  worthier!  and  noblefl  that 
our  Nature,  or  any  Nature,  is  capable  of :  too 
noble,  indeed,  for  human  Minds,  weak  and  de- 
praved as  they  are,  to  be  wholly  influenced  hy 
at  firil.  And  therefore  we  are  trained  u,p  to  it 

a  Matth.  xxii.  37,  38,  ft. 
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gradually,  by  a  preparatory  Difcipline  of  Threat- 
enings  to  retrain,  and  Promifes  to  excite  us  5 
of  religious  Appointments  to  remind  us  of  our 
Duty,  vifible  Signs  to  make  ftronger  Impref- 
fions  of  it,  worldly  Trials  of  many  Kinds  to 
exercife  and  confirm  us  in  it ;  till,  through  a 
Courfe  of  this  improving  Education,  we  grow 
up  to  our  Maturity ;  and  that  which  is  perfect 
being  come,  that  which  is  in  Part  be  done  aivay  b. 
Then  God  in  his  own  good  Time  mail  tranf- 
late  us  into  a  better  World,  and  removing,  as 
fuperfluous,  now,  thofe  temporary  Aids,  which, 
in  fome  Degree,  obfcured  the  Building  they 
contributed  to  raife,  its  Beauty  mail  appear 
complete,  and  its  Duration  eternal. 

Therefore,  in  every  Adi,  and  every  Thought 
of  Religion,  we  mould  always  remember,  that 
the  only  true  Meafure  of  our  Improvement,  is 
the  Increafe  of  that  virtuous  Affection,  which ' 
St.  Paul  hath  declared  to  be  the  End  of  the  Com- 
mandment c,  Love  to  God,  and  Love  to  his  whole 
Creation  -,  efpecially  our  own  Species,  or  as 
large  a  Proportion  of  it  as  our  Behaviour  can 
afFect.  The  former  Part  of  this  blefTed  Tem- 
per, that  which  regards  our  Maker,  hath  been 
taught  fo  unintelligibly,  and  perverted  fo  wildly, 

k  2  Cor.  xiii.  10.  <  i  T;m.  i.  5. 

by 
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by  fome,  and,  partly  in  Confequence  of  that, 
rejected  with  fuch  Scorn,  or  admitted  with  fuch 
Diffidence,  by  others ;  that  to  the  great  Difad- 
vantage  and  Dishonour  of  Religion,  it  hath  ob- 
tained but  little  Place  in  the  Souls  of  Men, 
even  of  thofe,  who  think  themfelves  pious  and 
devout.  And  yet,  if  Goodnefs  be  the  natural 
Object  of  Love,  and  infinite  Goodnefs  of  the 
highefl  Love  that  we  can  exert,  furely  the 
Meaning  of  Love  to  God  is  as  plain,,  and  the 
Obligation  to  it  as  indifpenfable,  as  the  Feeling 
of  it  is  delightful,  and  the  Fruits  excellent. 

Love  to  our  Fellow- creatures,  the  fecond 
Precept  of  our  blefTed  Lord,  which  in  the  Text 
is  rendered  Charity,  the  original  Word  being 
the  very  fame,  hath  indeed  fo  far  efcaped  better 
than  the  firfl,  as  to  be  in  general  Terms  well 
fpoken  of  by  all  the  World.  But,  at  the  fame 
Time,  its  Nature  hath  often  been  ill  understood; 
and  its  Worth  feldom  confidered  near  enough, 
yet  fometimes  exalted  a  great  deal  too  much. 

For  thefe  Reafons,  I  mall  endeavour, 

I.  To  fettle  the  right  Notion  of  this  Virtue. 

II.  To  mew  the  juft  Value  of  it :  particular- 
ly its  Influence  in  what  both  St.  Peter  and  St. 
cjames  afcribe  to  it,  covering  of  Sins. 

J.  To 
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I.  To  fettle  the  right  Notion  of  it :   a  Thing 
the  more  neceffary,  becaufe  the  Word  by  which 
it  is  here  exprefied,  hath   greatly  altered  its 
Meaning.  Charity,  in  common  Speech  at  pre- 
fent,  almoft  conftantly  fignifies,  either  judging 
favourably   of  the  A&ions   and  Intentions  of 
6thers,  or  relieving  their  DiftrefTes :  whereas, 
in  the  New  Teftament,  it  never  fignifies  thefe 
particularly,  and    fcarce  ever  any  fingle  Vir- 
tue, but  that  general  Benevolence  of  Difpo- 
lition,  which  prompts  us,  on  all  Occafions,  to 
mild  Thoughts  and  beneficent  Deeds ;  and  on 
which,  wrought  in  us  by  the  Grace  of  our  Re- 
deemer, depends  their  true  Worth  and  Accept- 
ance with  God.    For.this  Reafon,  St.  Paul  very 
juftly  fuppofes  a  Cafe  poffible,  which  elfe  might 
well  feem  a  very  ftrange  one,  that  of  a  Man's 
beftowing  all  he  hath  to  feed  the  Poor,  and  not  - 
having  Charity ;  for  he  may  only  have  Vanity 
or  Ambition;  and  as  juftly  determines  upon  it, 
that  fuch  Liberality  mall  profit  him  nothing*. 
Charity,  therefore,  is  an  inward  Principle  of 
univerfal  kind  Affection  :  and  the   Seeds  of  it 
are  fown  in  that  constitutional  Goodnefs  of  Na- 
ture, of  which,  notwithftanding  our  lamentable 
Degeneracy  by  the  Fall,  every  Man  hath  fome 

d  i  Cor.  xiii,  j,    . 
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remaining  Degree;  the  larger  the  happier,  If 
we  manage  it  with  due  Care.  For  in  this,  as 
in  every  Part  of  our  Frame,  watchful  Conduct 
and  judicious  Culture  of  our  Powers  and  Pro- 
penfities,  promoting  their  Growth  in  fome  In- 
flances,  retraining  it  in  others,  and  directing  it 
in  all,  is  highly  neceffary  to  their  attaining  Ma- 
turity, and  bringing  forth  valuable  Fruit.  When 
properly  regulated,  the  moil  terrible  of  our  Paf- 
iions,  Anger,  becomes'  the  Minifler  of  Good  > 
and,  when  left  to  run  wild,  the  moft  amiable 
of  our  inward  Feelings,  Good-nature,  is  often 
almoft  wholly  ufelefs,  and  fometimes  the  Pa- 
rent of  much  Evil. 

Thus,  to  fay  Nothing  of  thofe,  whole  Pre- 
tences to  it  are  mere  Affectation,  who  extol). 
Benevolence  to  the  Skies  in  Talk,  but  give  no 
Proof  of  it  in  any  Thing  beyond  Talk  3  the 
Good-nature  of  fome,  who  have  a  Sort  of  it, 
is  intirely  notional  and  romantic.  They  can  be 
affected  moft  deeply  by  a  moving  Story  :  weep 
over  even  a  feigned  Dill  re  fs,  when  well  defcrib- 
ed,  or  barely  reprefented  to  them  by  Fancy  ; 
and  perhaps  weep  a  lecond  Time  at  reflecting 
on  their  own  meritorious  Tendernefs :  yet,  in 
real  Cafes  that  come  before  them,  can  fee  the 
heavieft  AfHi&ions  without  being  moved  j  riay^ 

Can 
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can  even  produce  them  with  a  moft  unrelent- 
ing Steadinefs,  when  their  Pleafures,  or  Inter- 
efts,  or  favourite  Schemes,  require  it.  And 
thus  they  cultivate,  in  Idea,  the  moft  refined 
and  exalted  Sentiments  of  Humanity*  which  no 
one  living  is  ever  the  better  for. 

Some  again  are  a  little  more  in  Earneft  than 
this  comes  to  :  but  fo  very  little,  that,  inftead  of 
ferment  Charity ',  it  amounts  to  no  more  thaa 
languid  ineffectual  Good-wilL  They  wifh  well, 
it  may  be,  to  all  the  World :  applaud  others 
highly,  when  they  relieve  the  diftrefTed ;  ap- 
prove it,  are  fincerely  glad  of  it :  will,  on  Oc- 
caiion,  folicit  and  prefs  them  to  it  :  but  if  they 
themfelves  are  called  upon  to  do  likewife, 
know  not  how  to  part  with  any  Thing  worth 
naming,  be  they  pofTeiTed  of  ever  fo  great  Su- 
perfluity ;  and  have  a  thoufand  Rcafons  to  al* 
ledge,  why  they  Cannot,  or  need  not  do,  what 
moft  evidently  they  both  can  and  ought. 

Another  Sort  of  Perfons  will  give  their  Mo- 
ney freely  enough  :  for  they  have  no  Regard  to 
Money.  But  if  they  are  wanted  to  beftow  a 
little  Pains  or  Contrivance  towards  extricating 
any  one  out  of  Difficulties,  that  is  too  hard  a 
Tafk,  though  it  would  do  ever  fo  much  Good, 
To  think  of  the  Diftrefs  of  a  Fellow-creature 

is 
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is  grievous  to  them  ;  but  to  let  about  helping 
him  would  be  more  fo :  and  therefore,  inftead 
of  condemning  and  throwing  off  their  Indo- 
lence, they  turn  their  Eyes  another  Way  to 
make  themfelves  eafy,  and  let  every  Thing 
grow  as  much  worfe  as  it  can. 

The  Goodnefs  of  a  fourth  Sort  is  very  warm, 
but  extremely  fhort-lived.  They  will  promife 
Wonders,  and  mean  all  they  fay ;  but  forget 
it  in  a  Day's  Time  :  and  juft  then  would  do 
every  Thing  for  a  Man,  whom  in  their  next 
Turn  of  Humour  they  will  do  Nothing  for. 
So  that,  till  they  are  known,  they  miflead  and 
difappoint  almoft  as  many,  as  they  undertake 
to  ferve. 

Another  very  blameable  Kind  of  Good-nature 
is  a  partial,  one.  That  Principle  muft  evidently 
be  planted  in  us  for  the  Benefit  of  all  without 
Exception  :  and  yet  we  molt  of  us,  it  may  be 
feared,  either  openly  or  fecretly,  except  Multi- 
tudes. The  very  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  that  was 
defigned  to  eftablifh  univerfal  Charity,  hath 
been  dreadfully  perverted  to  deltroy  it :  and  the 
Doctrine  of  Love  abufed,  to  excite  in  Men  the 
bittereft  Hatred  to  every  Perfuafion  but  their 
own.  Nor  have  they,  who  profefs  the  great- 
eft  Abhorrence  of  fuch  Practices,  by  any  Means 

been 
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been  free  from  a  very  ill-natured  Zeal  againft 
Religion,  while  they  have  cenfured  moft  vehe- 
mently that  Kind  of  Zeal  for  it.  But  in  the 
Affairs  of  civil  and  common  Life  ;  ttiany,  that 
on  fome  Occaiions  have  the  eaiiell  and  mildeft 
Tempers,  on  others,  preferve  no  Temper  at  all. 
Sometimes  the  Spirit  of  Party  takes  fuch  Poffef- 
iion  of  very  well-meaning  Men,  that  they  abo- 
minate one  Half  of  the  World  round  them,  it 
may  be  for  they  do  not  well  know  what. 
Sometimes  again  the  moft  humane  Creature 
upon  Earth  to  thofe  whom  he  happens  to  like, 
entertains  and  delights  them  with  the  keeneft 
Satire  and  Ridicule  on  fuch,  as  he  or  they  hap- 
pen to  diflike,  or  barely  to  confider  with  In- 
difference. The  Agreeablenefs  of  not  a  few, 
who  have  a  great  deal,  is  almofl  intirely  la- 
vifhed  on  mere  common  Acquaintance  :  while 
thofe  nearer  Friends  at  Home,  who  are  intitled . 
to  the  largeft  Share  of  their  Good-humour  and 
Regard,  experience  continually  their  Peevim- 
nefs  or  Neglecft.  And  on  the  contrary,  others 
are  fo  tenderly  and  immoderately  fond  of  one 
or  more  Bofom  Favourites,  that  they  applaud 
themfelves,  and,  to  be  fure,  are  applauded  by 
thefe  at  leaft,  as  the  beil  and  worthieft  of  Man- 
kind :  yet  will  flight  moil  contemptuously  all 
VOL.  II.  Q_  but 
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but  fuch  dear  Friends;  and  injure  moft 
mercifully  every  one  elfe,  that  Hands  in  the  Way 
of  them  :  nay  perhaps  too,  muft  as  constantly 
have  fome  Perfons  to  hate  without  Caufe,  as 
others  to  love  without  Merit,  From  a  Fore- 
fight  of  this  Danger  it  probably  was,  that  our 
blefTed  Saviour,  though  he  had  recommended 
private  Friendship  by  his  Example,  enjoined  it 
by  no  Precept  -y  as  well  knowing,  that  a  proper 
Degree  of  general  Good-will  would  feldom 
fail  to  unite  Men  as  clofelyy  as  was  requiiite 
for  their  own  Benefit,  or  confident  with  that 
of  others. 

But  Hill,  an  undiftinguiihing  Good-nature 
may  be  full  as  bad  as  a  partial  one.  Too- 
often  the  inconliderate,  or  indolent,  give  them- 
felves  up  a  Prey  to  whoever  lays  hold  on  them. 
Confident  Forwardnefs  prevails  upon  fome :  a 
*Talent  for  entertaining  and  diverting  them 
takes  with  others,  abjedt  Flattery  with  a  third 
Sort,  and  little  Officioufneffes,  well-chofen  and 
well-timed,  with  a  fourth.  By  fuch  as  excel 
in  thefe  Arts  only,  they  fuffer  their  whole 
Stock  of  Beneficence  to  be  exhaufted :  and 
never  take  the  Trouble  of  thinking,  how  very 
much  better  it  might  be  employed  :  by  which 
Means  they  at  once  give  the  worthy  the  Un- 
5  eafinefs 
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eafmefs  of  feeing  themfelves  overlooked,  and 
raife  the  unworthy  to  a  Capacity  of  doing 
Harm* 

Nay  indeed,  when   they  have  done  Harm, 
and  been  guilty  of  pernicious  Crimes,  there  is  a 
falfe  Tendernefs   in   many,  that   makes  them 
unwilling  to  have  paft  Mifdemeanors  punifhed, 
fo  as   may  be  likely  to   prevent  future   ones. 
They  have  no  Companion  for  human  Society, 
and  nothing  but  Companion  for  the  Difturbers 
of  it.     To  fay  the  Truth,  fome  will  fhew  a 
kind  Regard  to  bad  Characters,  which  they  will 
fhew  to  none  elfe  :  and  do  more  to  affift  the 
moll  profligate  Wretches,  under  the  Difficulties 
and    Dangers    that   their    Profligatenefs    hath 
brought  them  into,  without  either  Deilgn  or 
Defire  of  reforming  them,  than  they  would  to 
fupply  the  moft  pitiable  Neceflities  of  an  in- 
nocent Perfon  or  Family.    Now  this  preferring  ' 
fuch  before  others,  in  Acts  of  Beneficence,  is. 
Love  of  Wickednefs,  not  Humanity.     Or,  if 
there  be  fometimes  a  Sort  of  what  is  called 
Good-nature  in  it,  it  is  a  falfe  Sort  ;  and  one 
that   approaches  very  near   to   being  directly 
vicious  :  as  unquefUonably  fome  Difpolitions 
are,  which  in  common  Speech  bear  this  excel- 
lent Name.    Such,  for  Inftance,  is  the  yielding 
Q2  Flexible- 
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Flexiblenefs,  that  will  let  Men  deny  nothing  to 
their  immoral  and  imprudent,  or  perhaps  artful 
Companions,  whatever  Pain  it  gives  their  wor- 
thieft  and  moil  refpe&able  Friends.  Such  is 
the  fupcrficial  Gaiety,  that  firffc  invites  and 
deceives  others  into  Sin  ;  then,  without  the 
leaft  Concern,  abandons  them  to  Ruin.  Such, 
laftly,  is  the  thoughtlefs  and  profufe  Gene- 
rofity,  that  often  ufurps  the  Place  both  of  pro- 
per Charity  and  even  of  Juftice  :  and,  by 
prompting  Men  to  do  at  fome  Times  immode- 
rately great  and  kind  Things,  without  Need  ; 
reduces  them  to  do,  at  others,  mean,  and  hard, 
and  oppremve  Things,  contrary  to  the  ftrongeft 
Obligations. 

Thefe  wrong  Sorts  of  Good-nature  (and, 
melancholy  as  the  Number  of  them  is,  there 
are  ftill  more)  mould  never  tempt  us  to  be  un- 
reafonably  fufpicious  of  others,  though  vigilant 
Caution  is  an  effential  Part  of  Wifdom :  but 
they  ought  furely  to  put  us  on  a  careful  and 
frequent  Trial  of  our  own  Hearts.  Is  the  Bene- 
volence of  Temper  and  Behaviour,  for  which 
we  value  ourfelves,  and  expecl:  the  World  to 
value  us,  of  the  right  Stamp?  Is  nolnflance  of 
it  Oflentation,  to  catch  Applaufe  j  or  Cunning, 
to  carry  Points  that  we  have  in  View  ?  Are 

we 
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we  good  to  thofe,  who  differ  from  us  in  their 
Way  of  Thinking,  whofe  Reputation  eclipfes, 
whofe  Competition  obitrucls  us,  whofe  Intereft 
with  others  is  fuperior  to  ours  ?  Are  we  ready 
to  befriend  unadorned  difagreeable  Merit  ;  to 
beftow  private  Favours  on  fuch  as  can  make  us 
no  Return;  and  exercife  bountifully,  when 
Occaficn  requires,  thofe  Kinds  of  Beneficence 
to  which  we  are  otherwife  leaft  addi<£ted  ?  Doth 
our  Kindnefs  to  particular  Perfons  flow  from, 
at  leail  is  it  confident  with,  a  fincere  Concern 
for  the  Happinefs  of  all  Mankind  ?  Are  we 
truly  defirous  and  adtive  to  promote  their  fpi- 
ritual  and  eternal,  as  well  as  temporal  and  pre- 
fent  Welfare  ?  And  laftly,  are  the  Demonftra- 
tioGS,  .that  we  have  given  of  this  excellent 
Temper,  proportionable  to  the  Degree  .of  it 
which  God  conferred  on  us  originally,  and  the 
Means  we  have  had -of  improving  and  exerciiing- 
i-t  fince  ?  For  from  thofe,  who  have  enjoyed  a 
greater  Share  of  thefe,  a  greater  Share  of  Ufe- 
iulnefs  in  their  refpeclive  Stations  is  as  much 
to  be  expected,  as  a  more  plentiful  Contribution 
of  Alms  from  the  rich. 

If  the  foregoing  Queftions  can  be  well  an- 
fwered,  then  our  Benevolence  is  a  genuine 
mo,ral  Virtue.  But  ftill  there  are  Qualifica- 
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tions  of  unfpeakable  Moment  wanting,  to  exalt 
it  into  that  Chriftian  Grace,  which  the  Scrip- 
ture calls  Charity:  that  we  place  at  the  Head 
of  all  our  Motives  to  it,  the  Love  and  Fear  of 
God,  producing  a  Defire  to  imitate  and  obey 
him  :  that  we  humbly  plead  the  Pardon,  ob- 
tained by  his  Son,  and  promifed  in  his  Gofpel, 
for  the  many  Imperfections,  which  a  ferious 
Review  will  always  difcover  in  our  beft  Dif- 
poiitions  and  Performances :  that  we  earneftly 
beg  the  needful  Aid  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  to  carry 
us,  in  this  and  every  Virtue,  beyond  the  poor 
infiifficient  Lengths,  which  fallen  and  unafiifted 
Nature  can  go.  All  this  God  hath  enjoined  : 
and  thofe  who  prefumptuoufly  or  carelefsly  ne- 
glect it,  he  will  not,  he  cannot,  accept ;  how 
fair  an  Appearance  ibever  they  make,  in  the 
Eyes  of  others,  or  their  own. 

Having  thus  explained  the  Notion  of  true 
Chriflian  Charity,  or  Love  to  Mankind,  I  pro- 
ceed, 

II.  To  fhew  the  Value  and  Advantages  of 
it;  frftto  the  World  in  general,  then  to  the 
charitable  themfelves. 

The  Importance  of  a  focial  Spirit  to  the 
Happinefs  of  Society,  the  Necerfity  of  mutual 
Friendlinefs  among  Creatures  fo  mutually  de^ 

pendent, 
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pendent,  of  Companion  in  a  World  fo  full  of 
Mifery,  of  a  mild  forgiving  Temper  amidft  fo 
much  Frailty,  ThoughtlefTnefs,  and  Ignorance, 
need  not  be  proved;  and,  one  mould  think,  can- 
not eafily  be  overlooked.  The  heavieftand  bit- 
terer! Part  of  the  Sufferings  of  Life  will  be 
found,  I  believe,  on  Inquiry,  to  flow  from  Want 
of  Good-will,  or  Want  of  Care  to  fhew  it :  and 
what  Felicity  then  would  there  rife  from  Mens 
becoming  univerfally  reafonable,  humane  and 
courteous ;  attentive  to  the  Interefls  and  Incli- 
nations, the  Hopes  and  Fears,  the  Wants  and 
Sorrows,  one  of  another  ?  But,  not  to  amufe 
ourielves  with  the  vain  Expectation  of  every 
one  ading  thus,  let  each  Perfon  only  think, 
what  beneficial  Effects,  to  thofe  about  him, 
would  follow  from  his  own  doing  it. 

Good-nature,  though  exprefled  but  in  the 
flighted  Intercourfes  of  Life,  gives  Pleafure,  and 
encourages  right  Behaviour  fufficiently  to  make 
it  worthy  of  being  looked  on,  even  in  this  loweft 
View,  as  a  Duty  of  great  Confequence.  What- 
ever hath  an  immediate  and  continual  Influence 
on  the  Happinefs  of  others,  be  it  in  ever  fo 
trifling  Inilances,  muft,  on  the  Whole,  have  a 
much  greater  Influence  than  we  are  apt  to 
imagine.  Even  the  lefler  Demonftrations,  there - 

fore, 
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therefore,  of  obliging  Condefcenfion  in  Superi- 
ors, of  Refpectfuinefs  and  Deference  in  Infe- 
riors, of  Defiretq  pleafe,  and  Wjllingnefs  to  be 
pleafed,  amongft  Equals,  are  Matters  highly 
worth  regarding  ;  Ways  in  fome  or  other  of 
which  we  can  every  one  of  us  be  good  to  all 
around  us :  and  it  is  the  only  Goodnefs  that 
moft  of  them  want  from  us. 

But  no  one  either  needs  or  ought  to  confine 
the  Proofs  of  his  Benevolence  to  fuch  narrow 
Bounds:  but,  without  feeking  much  fpr  Oppor- 
tunities of  exercifing  it,  (an  Employment,  how- 
ever, the  moil  rational  and  honourable  of  all 
others)  will  eafily  find  no  contemptible  ones  laid 
in  his  Way,  be  his  Condition  in  the  World  al- 
rnoft  what  it  will.  Thofe  of  diftinguifhed  Rank, 
for  Initanc.e,  do  the  moft  extenfive  and  impor- 
tant Service  to  their  Fellow-creatures,  while 
they  recommend  the  Practice  of  Religion,  of 
Virtue,  of  Prudence,  by  their  Example,  and  en- 
force it  by  their  Authority,  perfons  engage4 
in  a  Life  of  Bufmefs,  have  considerable  and  fre- 
quent Opportunities  cf  fhewing  valuable  Kind- 
nefs  to  Numbers,  at  one  Time  o.r  another,  in 
their  refpedHve  ProfeiTions?with  little  ornoLofs 
or  Trouble  to  themfelves.  They,  whom  a  bet-r 
ter  Underilanding,  or  longer  Experience,  hath 
4  made 
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made  abler  Judges  of  any  Branch  of  Conduct 
than  others,  what  Opportunities  have  they  of 
directing  the  ignorant,  warning  the  thoughtlefs, 
and  fetting  the  miftaken  right,  where,  perhaps, 
an  Error  perfifted  in  may  be  fatal  to  them  for 
ever !  Efpecially  if  fuch  as  are  intitled  to  give 
Advice,  would  but  fhidy  a  little,  firft  to  make 
good  Counfel  agreeable,  and  afterwards,  if  there 
be  Occafion,  Repentance  eafy,  by  receiving  Of- 
fenders back  from  wrong  Courfes  with  Tender- 
nefs,  and  endeavouring  to  Ihelter  them  from 
hard  Cenfures,  on  Account  of  the  Faults  they 
have  once  forfaken. 

But  above  moft  others,  they,  to  whom  God 
hath  intrufted  Riches,  have  obvious  and  daily 
Opportunities  of  doing  Good,  by  extending 
Bounty  to  the  Poor  :  under  which  Name, 
though  all  ought  to  be  included,  whofe  Cir- 
cumftances  are  too  ftrait  for  the  Station  in 
which  they  are  obliged  to  appear ;  yet  the  loweft 
Part  of  the  World  hath  undoubtedly,  in  gene- 
ral, by  much  the  ftrongeft  Title  to  the  Benefit 
of  that  Denomination.  For  the  DiftrefTes  of 
thefe,  when  helplefs  through  Age  or  Infirmi- 
ties, or  funk  under  the  Burden  of  a  numerous 
family  to  feed  and  cloath,  are  heavy  to  a  De- 
gree, of  which  they,  who  fee  nothing  around 

them 
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them  but  Plenty  and  Chearfulnefs,  ufually 
think  little.  And  yet  they  are  bound  to  think 
often  and  ferioufly,  that  our  Maker's  Provi- 
dence hath,  not  permitted  fo  great  Inequalities 
of  Condition  in  the  human  Species,  for  one  Part 
of  them  to  languish  in  Mifery,  and  the  other  to 
look  down  with  Contempt  upon  them.  God 
accepteth  not  the  Perfons  of  Princes,  nor  rcgardeth 
the  rich  more  than  the  poor  :  for  they  are  all  the 
Work  of  his  Hands6.  And  his  gracious  Inten- 
tion was,  that  the  Virtues  of  Beneficence  on  one 
Hand,  and  Gratitude  on  the  other,  mould  be 
exercifed,  and  the  Joy,  both  of  doing  and  re- 
ceiving Good,  be  felt  amongil:  Men.  We  are, 
therefore,  none  of  us,  at  Liberty,  either  to  with- 
hold our  due  Proportion  out  of  Covetoufnefs, 
or  to  difable  ourfelves  from  giving  it  by  Ex- 
pcnces  of  other  Kinds.  It  is  true,  indeed,  even 
Luxury, by  the  Multitudes  it  employs,  performs 
in  Part  the  Work  of  Charity  ;  for  fo  the 
Wjfdom  of  Heaven  hath  ordered  Things,  that 
fuch  as  will  do  no  Good  from  right  Motives, 
fhall  do  forne  by  their  very  Vices.  But  then 
the  Good  done  by  luxurious  Expenfivenefs  is 
very  unequally  done  -,  and  to  fuch,  for  the  moft: 
Fart,  as  need  and  deferve  it  leail ;  befides  that, 

*  Job  xxxiv.  19, 

all 
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all  the  While,  it  doth  infinite  Harm  both  to 
private  and  public  Virtue  and  Happinefs.  Ufe- 
lefs  Profeffions  are  increaied  and  enriched,  while 
the  more  neceffary  ones  are  left  deftitute  of 
Hands,  or  empoveriihed  by  the  exorbitant  Price 
of  Labour :  a  fuperfluous  Number,  well  able  to 
work,  are  maintained  in  Idlenefs,  and  too  com- 
monly in  Wickednefs  alfo ;  while  true  Objedts 
of  Companion  are  left  to  the  fcanty  Allowance 
of  the  Law.  Befides,  other  Evils,  abfolutely 
infeparable  from  Luxury,  would  greatly  over- 
balance the  above-mentioned  accidental  good 
Confequences  ariiing  from  it,  were  they  much 
more  confiderable  than  they  are.  It  gives,  in 
many  Refpe&s,  a  very  wrong  Turn  to  the 
Minds  of  the  great ;  and  excites  a  moil  perni- 
cious Emulation  of  their  Follies  and  Sins  in 
thofe  below  them :  tempts  both  to  fuch  Beha- 
viour, and  entangles  both  in  fuch  Difficulties,  . 
as  have  every  where  proved  the  final  Ruin  of 
ail  Virtue  and  all  Happinefs  public  and  private. 
But  were  it  to  do  no  Harm  at  all,  and  ever  fo 
much  Good  -,  yet  who,  that  indulges  himlelf  in 
it,  can  feriouily  fay  he  intended  that  Good ;  in- 
tended any  Thing  indeed,  but  the  Gratification 
of  his  own  Vanity  and  Voluptuoufnefs  ?  Where- 
as, enjoying  one  Part  of  a  large  Income,  with 

decent 
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decent  Moderation,  and  difpofing  of  the  other 
in  prudent  Liberalities,  produces  Good  every 
Way ;  may  better,  both  here  and  to  Eternity, 
the  Condition  of  thofe  who  partake  of  fuch 
Bounty ;  and  muft  be  beneficial  in  the  higheft 
Degree  to  him,  who  beftows  it  from  a  Senfe 
of  Duty;  which  is  the  fecond  Particular  where- 
in the  Value  of  true  Charity  was  propofed  to 
be  ihewn. 

The  wife  Author  of  our  Beings  hath  kindly 
formed  us  all  with  a  natural  Tendernefs  towards 
each  other:  which,  as  it  gives  us  Pain  on  the 
feeing  or  hearing  of  the  Miferies  of  our  Fellow- 
creatures,  unlefs  we  wickedly  harden  ourfelves 
againft  them ;  fo  it  rewards  us,  when  we  re- 
lieve them,  with  the  fweeteft  Jpy  that  we  are 
capable  of  experiencing :  a  Joy  that  neither  is 
fucceeded  by  uneafy  Reflexions,  like  many 
others  ;  nor  vanimes  quickly  into  nothing,  like 
moil  others  :  but  which  the  Heart  dwells  upon 
withlafting  Delight  and  humble  Self-approba- 
tion. But  were  this  Pleafure  much  lefs,  than 
whoever  habituates  himfelf  to  it  will  find  it  to 
fee,  the  fame  Goodnefs  of  Nature,  which  is  the 
Parent  of  charitable  Beneficence,  is  alfo  the  be# 
Qualification  for  enjoying  the  Satisfactions  and 
moderating  the  Vexations  of  focial  Life :  and 

therefore 
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therefore  we  cannot  do  a  more  prudent  Thing, 
than  to  ftrengthen  it  by  Exerciie.  Beiides, 
Good-will  to  others  gives  us  the  furefl  Claim, 
that  any  Thing  can  give,  to  Good-will  in  Re- 
turn ;  the  Proofs  of  which  we  may  ealily  come 
to  want  on  many  Occalions.  But  though  the, 
World,  and  even  thofe  Perfons  in  it  whom  we 
have  ferved,  recompenfe  us  ever  fo  ill,  yet  not 
the  fmalleft  kind  Action,  that  we  have  either 
done  or  deligned,  {hall  be  loft.  For  God  fees 
them  all ;  and  will  be  proportionably  gracious, 
not  only  to  the  Virtues,  but  even  the  Failings 
of  thofe,  who  have  made  it  their  faithful  Care 
to  fliew  the  Mercy  which  they  hope  to  receive. 

And  this  is  that  never-failing  Motive  to  uni- 
verfal  Benevolence,  which  the  Text  urges :  Lave 
fervent  Charity  among yourfches :  for  Charity  foall 
cover  the  Multitude  of  Sins.  Not  that  either  the 
outward  Acts,  or  even  the  inward  Temper,  of- 
this  one  Virtue,  though  it  were  extended  to  all 
our  Fellow-creatures,  and  much  lels  if  only  to 
fome  fm.all  Part  of  them,  nor  that  perhaps  the 
moft  deferving,  mall  excufe  the  wilful  and  un- 
repented  Neglect,  either  of  due  Reverence  to 
God,  or  moral  Government  of  ourfelves  in  other 
Refpects.  But  feldom,  indeed,  wiU  it  happen, 
if  at  all,  that  the  profane  or  debauched,  let  them 

be 
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be  called  the  beft-natured  Men  that  ever  were, 
fhall  do  near  fo  much  Good  as  Harm  in  the 
World,  were  the  whole  Confequences  of  their 
Behaviour  well  computed.     But  could  this  be 
ever  fo  much  otherwife,  yet  to  honour  and  wor- 
fhip  our  Maker,  in  the  Manner  which  he  hath 
appointed,  is  one  of  our  elTential  Obligations, 
and  to  cbferve  the  Rules  of  Chaftity  and  Tem- 
perance, Decency  and  Order,  is  another.    Now 
what  we  are  bound  to  obierve,  we  cannot  pof- 
fibly  be  left  at  Liberty  to  break  through  or  de- 
fpife.  And  therefore  be  not  deceived :  God  is  not 
mocked*.  Whoever  lives  in  the  known  and  in- 
dulgent Tranfgreffion  of  any  Duty,  or  Com- 
miffion  of  any  Sin,  whatever   Excellencies  in 
other  Points  he  may  feemingly  or  really  have, 
ihall  not  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  God.  Great 
Promifes  are  made  to  other  fmgje  Virtues,  in 
other  Paffages  of  Scripture,  as  well  as  to  Charity 
in  this.  And  the  Meaning  is  not,  that  we  may 
get  to  Heaven  by  any  one  good  Quality  that  we 
pleafe  :  for  furely  there  will  no  one  be  found  fo 
bad  as  to  have  none  :  but  each  of  them  is  fup<- 
pofed,  though  praclifed  more  eminently  than 
the  reft,  to  be  accompanied  by  them  ;  not  fe- 
parated  from  them,  and  fet  up  againft  them :  a 

f  Gal,  vi.  7. 
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Suppoihion  made  with  itill  more  Reafon  in  the 
prefent  Cafe,  than  any  other  of  the  fame  Kind  : 
becaufe  the  true  Love  to  our  Neighbour  not 
only  comprehends  every  good  Difpolition  to- 
wards him,  but  flows  from  Love  to  God,  and 
Faith  in  our  blefled  Redeemer,  and  dutiful  Re- 
gard to  the  Motions  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Indeed 
all  thefe  united,  in  the  poor  Degree  that  we 
poflefs  them,  can  by  no  Means  merit  Pardon 
for  our  Failures  in  all  \  but  only  qualify  us  for 
obtaining  that  Mercy  which  St.  Peter,  in  the 
Beginning  of  this  Epiftle,  afcribes  to  the  Sprink- 
ling of  the  Blood  ofjefus  Chrift  g.  And  nothing 
lefs  than  a  prevailing  Habit  of  every  Virtue 
will  complete  our  Qualification  for  final  Ac- 
ceptance :  but  that  of  each  particular  one  (hall 
contribute  towards  it,  in  Proportion  to  its 
Value.  And  as  Beneficence,  praclifed  in  its 
whole  Extent  on  right  Principles,  is  of  the 
highefl  Value,  the  Text  very  properly  teaches, 
and  was  defigned  only  to  teach,  that  Charity, 
Kindnefs  to  our  Fellow-creatures,  practifed 
from  a  Principle  of  Conference,  in  every  Way 
that  we  have  Opportunity,  mall  contribute>  in 
a  diflinguimed  Manner,  to  fit  us  for  receiving 
Forgivenefs  from  our  Creator,  and  thus  (hall 

*  i  Peter  i,  2. 

cover 
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cover  the  Multitude  of  our  Sins  at  the  laft  Day. 
Since,  therefore,  being  good  to  our  Brethren  will 
give  us  a  peculiar  Claim  to  the  Goodnefs  of  our 
heavenly  Father  :  whoever  is  fenfible  of  his  pail 
Offences,  let  him  take  this  Way  efpecially  of 
evidencing  his  Repentance;  and  whoever  would 
intitle  himfelf  after  Death  to  the  nobleit  of 
Rewards,  let  him  ferve  God  throughout  Life 
in  this  moll  excellent  of  all  Duties. 


S  E  R  M  O  N 
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MATTH.  x.  34. 

Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  fe?:d  Peace  on  Earths 
I  came  not  to  fend  Peace,  but  a  Sword* 

THAT  thefe  Words  of  our  blefTed  Saviour 
exprefs,  not  the  Defign  of  his  appear- 
ing in  the  World,  but  the  Effect  it  would  have 
Very  contrary  to  his  Defign,  through  the  Wick- 
ednefs  of  Men,  both  his  Life  and  Doctrine  fuf- 
ficiently  {hew  :  and,  indeed,  all  Sorts  of  Men 
have  acknowledged.  For  though  too  many 
Chriftians  have  acted  as  if  they  underflood  him 
to  deiire  what  he  only  foretells,  and  thought  it 
their  Duty  to  make  his  Words  good  :  yet  none 
of  them,  I  think,  have  ever  profeffed  to  under- 
fland  him  fo.  And  Infidels  themfelves  have 
done  him  the  Juftice  of  allowing,  that  he  meant 
toeftablifti  Good-  will  and  Virtue  among  Men. 
But  then  his  Religion,  they  fay,  hath  fo  mi^- 
ferably  failed  of  anfwering  his  Purpofe,  hath 
produced  fuch  dreadful  Evils,  and  been  of  fo 
VOL.  II.  R  exceedi'DS 
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exceeding  fmall  Benefit,  that  they  cannot  ima- 
gine a  wife  and  good  Being,  as  God  is,  would 
ever  take  fuch  very  extraordinary  Methods  as 
the  Gofpel  afTerts,  to  introduce  and  efhablifh  it. 
And  though  few,  it  may  be  hoped,  will  think 
it  reafonable  to  carry  the  Matter  thus  far  ; 
yet  many  may  be  tempted  by  fuch  confident 
Affirmations,  if  not  to  doubt  of  the  Truth  of 
Chriilianity,  yet  to  have  lefs  Delight  in  it,  lefs- 
Thankfulnefs  and  Zeal  for  it,  than  they  would 
otherwife  have* 

We  fhall  do  well,  therefore,  to  inquire,  botli 
how  far  the  Facts  alledged  in  this  Obje&iori 
are  true,  and  whether  the  Conclufion  drawn 
from  them  is  jufL 

That  confiderable  Evils  have  taken  their  Rife 
from  our  Saviour's  Doclrine,  muft  be  owned. 
He  himfelf,  we  fee,  declares  they  would :  and 
he  had  Reafoiss  to  declare  it  in  Terms  as  Itrong, 
as  the  Truth  would  warrant.  For  as  the  Jews 
expected  nothing  but  Peace  and  Profperity,  for 
themfelves  at  kail,,  under  their  Meffiab,  it  was 
both  honourable  and  prudent  to  give  them  fair 
Warning  of  what  was  to  -happen,,  that  they 
might  not  firfl  be  elevated  with  falfe  Hopes  and 
heated  into  prefumptuous  Behaviour,  and  then 
complain  they  had  been  deceived  and  milled, 

Befides, 
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JBefides,  as  he  undoubtedly  thought  the  leaft 
Degree  of  Evil  a  great  deal  too  much,  he  could 
not  fpeak  ilightly  of  that  which  he  forefaw. 
But  ftill  he  could  never  defign  to  fay,  that  it 
would  over-balance  or  go  near  to  equal  the 
Good :  for  thus  he  might  have  difcredited  his 
own  Miffion,  and  contradicted  the  whole Tenour 
of  his  own  Difcourfes. 

The  Allegations,  therefore,  of  the  Argument 
before  us  cannot  be  proved  from  this  Text,  nor, 
indeed,  from  any  other.     But  the  whole  Proof 
mull  be  drawn  from  the  natural  Tendency  of 
.  ChrifKanity,  and  the  Experience  of  its  Effects. 
Now  it  cannot,  confidently  with  common  Mo- 
defty,  be  denied,  that  the  Tendency  of  ChrifH- 
anity  to  the  Welfare  of  Mankind  is  very  power- 
,ful.     Juflice  and  Mercy,  Obedience  to  Superi- 
ors, Condefcenfion  to  Inferiors,  mutual  Tender- 
.nefs  and  mutual  Ufefulnefs,  are  the  main  Pre- 
cepts that   every  where  occur  in   it  :  to  thefc 
peculiarly  the  Reward  of  everlafting  Happinefs 
is  annexed  ;  and  nothing  contrary  to  them  is 
ever   taught  throughout  the  Scripture.     It  is 
very  true,  Pleas  have  been  made  from  it  in  Sup- 
port of  Tyranny  and  Cruelty ;  but  they  are  fo 
abfolutely  groundlefs,  that  Unbelievers  them- 
felves  have  vindicated  our  Religion  in  this  Re- 
R  2  fpe$, 
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Ipedt,  by  chargirfg  it  on  thofe  whom  they  ar>- 
prehended  to  claim  exorbitant  Powers/  that 
they  arTumed  what  their  own  facred  Books  did 
not  give  them  the  lead  Colour  for. 

Nor  indeed  do  I  remember  any  Accufation 
againft  the  Gofpel,  as  hurtful  in  its  Nature,  at 
all  worth  Notice,  excepting  that  of  the  great 
Strefs  it  is  faid  to  lay  on  right  Belief:  from 
whence,  we  are  told,  all  who  imagine  each 
other  to  believe  amifs  have  been  prompted  to 
reciprocal  Hatred  and  Perfecution;  whereas, 
the  Heathens  had  no  Articles  of  Faith,  and 
therefore  lived  in  Peace a.  But  indeed  every  Pro- 
fefiion,  both  of  Religion  and  Irreligion,  mufl 
have  fome  Belief  to  ground  itfelf  upon  :  elfe  it 
will  be  a  Profeffion  of  Nothing.  Deifts,  and 
even  Atheifts,  have  their  Creed ;  confifting,  as 
they  would  find  upon  Inquiry,  of  much  flranget 
Doctrines  than  ours  doth  :  which  alfo  they  be- 
lieve to  be  of  vafl  Importance,  otherwife  they 
would  be  felf-conderrmed  for  propagating  it. 
Nay,  if  we  may  judge  of  what  many  of  them 
would  do,  by  the  Spirit  they  manifeft  in  what 
they  fay  :  as  they  inveigh  againfl  Chriftianity 
now  both  with  Bitternefs  and  Unfairnefs,  they 

a  See  Letter  to  the  Miiufter  ofMcfat,  p.  7.  end  the  Anfwer 
to  it. 
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would  employ  againft  it,  if  they  had  Power, 
Violence  as  well  as  Fraud  b.  Then,  as  for  the 
Heathens,  whofe  Mildnefs  in  thefe  Matters  is 
fo  extolled ;  both  Jews  and  Chriftians  had  mofl 
dreadful  Experience  of  their  Want  of  it.  Nor 
were  they  by  any  Means  totally  guiltlefs  of 
religious  Quarrels  among  themfolves.  Nor 
hath  the  Gpfpel  given  the  leaft  Encouragement 
to  fuch  Quarrels  by  the  Faith  it  requires.  So 
much  Faith  it  muft  require,  as  may  be  a  Foun- 
dation for  the  Duties  it  enjoins.  But  all  unne- 
ceflary  Speculations  it  condemns  in  the  fullefl 
and  flrongefl  Terms.  Be  Mens  Faith  ever  fo 
right,  it  tells  them  plainly  they  mail  never  be 
rewarded,  without  every  Part  of  a  good  Life  : 
and  be  their  Faith  ever  fo  wrong,  it  neither  per- 
mits unkind  Ufage  of  them  in  this  World,  nor 
harm  Judgement  with  Refpect  to  another.  There 
are,  indeed,  awful  Denunciations  in  the  Bible, 
againfl  fuch  as  corrupt  the  Gofpel,  turn  the 
Grace  of  God  into  Lafcivioufnefs  c,  or  abufe  it  to 
patronize  any  Kind  of  Immorality.  But  No- 
thing fevere  is  ever  faid  of  well-meaning  Per- 
fons  that  miftake  j  nor  any  Thing  more  fevere  of 
bad  Men  that  err  in  Opinion,  than  of  bad  Men 
that  do  not.  Nor  can  there  be  ftrifter  Injunctions 

*  See  Island  againft  Tindal,  Vol.  I.  p.  302 — 3 1 2.      c  Jude  4. 

R  3  againrt 


246         SERMON      XL 

againfb  any  Thing,  or  enforced  with  better  Ar- 
guments, than  thofe  of  Chrijl  and  his  Apoftles 
againft  all  Sorts  of  Perfecution.  So  that  had 
they  eftablifhed  ever  fo  many  Articles  of  Faith, 
and  laid  ever  fo  much  Weight  upon  them,  yet 
as  they  have  certainly  laid  equal  Weight  at  leafl 
on  brotherly  Love,  mutual  Forbearance,  and 
univerfal  Chanty :  they  can  never  have  autho-^ 
rifed  doing  any  Harm  in  the  World,  And  the 
Religion  they  taught  is  confefledly  fitted  to  do 
all  the  Good  in  it,  which  the  pureft  Precepts, 
and  the  ftrongeft  Inducements  to  practife  them, 
the  moft  regular  Care  to  inftruct  Men,  and  the 
moil  friendly  Difcipline  to  watch  over  them,  are 
capable  of. 

Yet  fome,  notwithftanding,  will  infill,  that 
in  Fact  it  hath  done  Harm  :  and  againft  Fact 
there  is  no  arguing.  But,  in  the  Nature  of 
Things,  Nothing  can  do  what  it  hath  no  Man^ 
ner  of  Tendency  to  do.  Chriilianity  therefore 
may  have  been  the  Pretence,  may  have  been  the 
Occalion,  of  Evil ;  but  the  Caufe  it  cannot. 
However,  let  us  inquire,  what  the  Proof  is  of 
its  having  any  Way  occalioned  near  fo  much 
Harm,  as  it  hath  directly  produced  Good.  We 
readily  confefs,  a  long  Catalogue  may  with  Eafe 
be  given  of  the  Sins  and  Sufferings  that  hav$ 

followed 
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followed  its  Appearance  and  Eftablifhment.  In 
the  firft  Place,  its  Profeffors  underwent  grie- 
vous Perfections  from  the  reft  of  Mankind. 
But  evidently  this  is  no  more  to  be  charged 
upon  Chriftianity,  than  the  Injuries  which  the 
wicked  have  often  done  to  the  good,  on  Ac- 
count of  their  Goodncfs,  are  to  be  charged  on 
moral  Virtue.  In  the  next  Place,  the  Jews, 
having  offended  God  by  their  inhuman  Treat- 
ment of  the  Gofpel,  were  permitted,  by  his  juft 
Providence,  to  turn  the  fame  bitter  Spirit  againft 
each  other,  and  again  ft  the  Romans,  and  fo  to 
bring  on  themfelves  utter  Deftruc~tlon.  But 
here  alfo  Chriftianity  is  perfectly  clear,  unlefs 
it  be  an  innocent  Man's  Fault,  that  a  Criminal 
js  punidied  for  having  robbed  or  murdered  him. 
And  thefe  Things  it  probably  was  that  our  Sa- 
viour had  chiefly  in  View,  when  he  fpoke  in 
the  Text  of  ^  Sword  to  be  fen t  on  the  Earth  -,  or,- 
as,  perhaps,  it  mould  be  tranflated,  on  the  Land, 
the  Country  of  Judcea. 

But,  we  muft  acknowledge  farther,  Difcord 
and  Divifions  prevailed  very  ibon  among  Chrif- 
tians  alfo,  and  produced  lamentable  Effects :  till 
they  came  at  Length  to  exercife  Barbarities  one 
towards  another,  equal  to  any  they  had  fuffered 
from  Infidels.  But  then  it  ought  to  be  allowed 
R  4  us 
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us  in  Return,  that  though  unjult  fpiritual  Cen- 
fures  began  even  in  the  fecond  Century,  and  the 
lower  Degrees  of  temporal  Perfecution,  fuch 
as  Banifhment  and  Confifcation,  in  the  fourth, 
very  foon  after  they  had  Power :  yet  the  utmoft 
Extremities  were  introduced  much  later,  nor 
did  they  receive  the  formal  Sanction  of  the  fu- 
preme  Authority,  till  many  Ages  after.  I  be- 
lieve Twelve  Hundred  Years  had  paffed,  before 
any  Law  was  made  in  any  Chriftian  State  for 
putting  Men  to  Death  on  Account  of  erroneous 
Faith.  Since  that  Time,  indeed,  moil  mocking 
Tragedies  have  been  acted  by  a  wicked  Zeal 
for  Religion.  But  then  many,  that  have  feemed 
to  proceed  from  that  Caufe,  were  but  the  real 
Truth  known,  would  in  all  Likelihood  be 
found,  and  indeed  often  have  been  found,  to 
proceed  from  quite  other  Motives.  Interests 
and  Refentments  have  been  covered  perpetually 
with  a  Mafk  of  Piety.  Zealots  have  often 
been  only  the  Inftruments  of  Parties,  while 
they  feemed  to  be  their  Directors  -y  and  the  Mif- 
chief,  done  in  the  Name  of  God,  would  have 
been  as  certainly  done  without  it  under  fome 
other  Pretence,  if  that  had  not  offered  itfelf. 
Religion  is  a  fpecious  Plea  ;  and  therefore  was 
uied  whenever  it  could  :  but  any  Plea  will  ferve 

for 
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for  what  Men  are  bent  to  do.  And  if  the  Mif- 
chiefs  that  have  been  difguifed  under  a  Form  of 
Godlinefs,  could  not  in  ibme  Cafes  have  been  fo 
cafily  or  fo  effectually  accomplilhed  elfe  :  yet  the 
Whole  of  them  ought  not  to  be  attributed  even 
to  the  Pretence  of  Piety ;  but  only  fo  much  as 
would  not  have  happened,  had  not  that  been 
ufed.  Religious  Animofities,  religious  Wars, 
have  been  frequent  and  dreadful.  But  can  We 
imagine,  that  if  thefe  had  been  avoided,  no 
others  would  have  arifen,  during  all  the  Time 
that  they  have  filled  ?  Such  a  Notion  would 
argue  ftrange  Ignorance  of  human  Nature.  So 
that  in  Ages  when  the  World  hath  appeared  to 
fuffer  very  much  from  the  Abufes  ef  Religion, 
it  may  indeed  have  fufFered  very  little  from 
them.  And  of  what  it  hath  fuffered,  one  great 
Part  may  have  proceeded,  not  from  the  Bigotry 
of  Believers,  but  the  Artifices  of  fuch  as  were 
inwardly  Unbelievers. 

But  befides  the  Evil  of  Difcord,  Chriilianity 
hath  been  accufed  of  obftructing  Knowledge, 
and  promoting  Ignorance  in  the  World d.  But 
in  what  Condition  was  the  World  before 
Chriftianity  ?  Did  not  the  grorTeft  Ignorance, 

d  That  Chriftianity  hath  not  been  htfrt  by  the  Increafe  of 
Knowledge,  fee  Warburton,  Vol.  II.  Serm.  xv. 

about 
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about  Matters  of  the  higheft  Importance  to 
Men,  prevail  almoft  every  where,  even  in  the 
politeft  and  heft  inftru&ed  Nations  ?  And  if 
the  Succeeding  Times  were  not  learned,  what 
elfe  could  be  expected ;  when  the  'Roman  Em- 
pire, debafed  and  funk  under  Tyranny  and 
Luxury  before  it  received  the  Gofpel,  was  foon 
after  diilolved  by  that  Inundation  of  Barbarians 
that  overfpread  Europe  with  War  and  Defola- 
tion  ?  By  thefe  Heathens  it  was  that  Arts  and 
Sciences  were  brought  fo  low.  What  remained 
of  Learning,  remained  among  Chriflians :  and  as 
they  became  Chrifljans,  they  fhared  in  it.  Little 
was  left  indeed.  But  had  it  not  bsen  for  the 
Profeflbrs,  and  particularly  the  Teachers  of  this 
Religion,  to  which  fome  would  impute  all  the 
Darknefs  of  the  middle  Ages,  every  Monument 
of  ancient  Days  muft  probably  have  been  loft  % 
Chriftians  they  were  too^  and  principally  Cler- 
gymen, that  have  reftored  and  improved  Learn- 
ing fince ;  and  the  ChrifKan  World  is  at  this 
Day  the  Seat  of  it.  Nor  will  the  Unbelievers 
amongft  us,  I  am  perfuaded,  pretend,  that  what 
they  have  contributed  to  make  it  fo,  is  at  all 
material  in  Comparifon,  or  p  re  fume  to  mention 

'The religious  Orders  eftablifhed  in  the  nth  Century,  revived 
the  izth,     Seeycwn?.  des  S{.  July,  1744.  p.  317. 
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the  Names  cf  their  few  and  arrogant  Leader* 
in  Competition  with  the  Multitudes  of  truly 
great  Men,  who  have  adorned  the  Faith  of 
Cbrift  by  their  diftinguiflied  Excellence  in  every 
Branch  of  Philofophy  and  Literature.  Indeed 
Learning  is  of  fuch  eminent  Service,  both  to 
ifce  Underftanding  and  the  Proof  of  our  Reli- 
gion, that  we  muft  of  Neceffity  fupport  it.  And 
accordingly,  more  are  bred  up  to  Learning  with 
a  View  of  being  dedicated  to  the  Miniftry  of 
the  Gofpel,  than  with  any  other  whatever.  Few  - 
of  them,  in  Proportion,  we  own,  make  great 
Improvements  :  but  few  in  any  Profeflion  do. 
And  preferving  thus,  though  it  be  but  a  mode- 
rate Degree  of  Knowledge,  amongft  Men,  can- 
not fail  to  be  exceedingly  ufeful ;  efpecially  of 
that  Knowledge  which  immediately  relates  to 
their  moral  Conduct,  But  were  Infidelity  once 
to  prevail,  the  chief  Inducements  to  all  Ap- 
plications of  this  Sort  would  ceafe  :  fcarce 
any  one  would  take  the  Pains  to  learn,  what  it 
would  be  no  one's  peculiar  Duty  to  teach  ; 
worldly  Purfuits  and  fenfual  Indulgences,  hav- 
ing little  to  check  them,  would  almorl:  wholly 
engrofs  the  Attention  of  Mankind;  and  produce 
pot  only  a  Neglect,  but  a  Contempt,  of  more 

liberal 
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liberal  Studies  j  as  I  fear  we  have  begun  to  ex-i 

perience  already. 

But  we  £hall  be  told,  that  how  little  Harm,  or 
how  much  Service  foever,  Chriftianity  may  have 
done  to  Learning  -,  it  hath  contributed  nothing 
to  the  Vjrtue  or  Happinefs  of  Mankind,  ancl 
therefore  cannot  be  a  Religion  worthy  of  God. 
Now,  on  the  contrary,  we  apprehend,  it  hath 
contributed  to  both  thefe  very  greatly :  and  it 
feems  the  Extremity  of  Unreafonablenefs  to  fay, 
that,  in  Spite  of  all  its  Precepts,  Promifes  and 
Threaten  ings,  it  can  make  Multitudes  bad,  and 
yet  by  the  Force  of  them  all  can  make  no  one 
good.  There  is  vifibly  no  Poffibility  that  either 
better  Rules  of  Life  mould  be  given,  or  more  in- 
terefting  Motives  to  obferve  them,  than  the  Gof- 
pel  hath  given.  It  muft  therefore  reform  thofe, 
whom  any  Doctrine  can  :  and  t«e  cnly  Objec- 
tion againft  it  on  this  Head  muft  be,  that  it  doth 
not  reform  thofe  whom  no  Doctrine  can. 

Still  it  will  be  laid  ;  look  into  the  Hiflory  of 
Chriftian  Nations,  into  that  of  the  Chriftian 
Clergy  in  particular ;  and  what  will  you  find, 
but  the  fame  wrong  Inclinations  and  wrong  B.e- 
baviour,  in  at  leaft  the  fame  Degree  as  amongil 
other  Men  ?  And  it  muft  be  owncd^  the  Profef- 
fors  of  the  Gpfpel  in  general,  but  the  Miniilers 

of 
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of  it  above  all,  (becaufe,  though  on  the  Whole 
\ve  have  by  no  Means  been  worfe,  yet  we  ought 
to  have  been  far  better  than  the  reft)  have  much 
Caufe  to  be  humble  before  God  and  the  World 
for  the  Difhonour  we  have  done  by  our  Negli- 
gence, our  Senfuality,  our  Haughtinefs,  our 
Ambition,  our  Govetoufnefs,  our  Unfairnefs, 
our  Bitternefs,  to  the  worthy  and  holy  Name 
whereby  we  are  called.  But  as  to  the  Degree 
of  thefe  Faults,  it  fhould  be  obferved,  that  if 
Sins  and  Follies  make  the  chief  Figure  in 
Chriftian  Hiftories,  fo  they  do  and  muft  in  all 
^  Hiftories.  Virtuous  and  quiet  Times,  be  they 
ever  fo  long,  virtuous  and  quiet  Men,  be  they 
ever  fo  many,  furnifti  ufually  but  flender  Mate- 
rials for  aNarration,  and  fill  up  but  a  fmall  Space 
in  it  f  j  whereas  great  Notice  is  taken  of  the 
bad  Things  that  are  done  in  the  World,  partly 
from  a  natural  Diflike  of  Wickednefs,  partly 
from  perfonal  Hatred  to  fome  of  thofe  who 
commit  it,  and  partly  alfo  from  the  Pleafure 
Men  have  in  framing  Comparifons  advantageous 
to  themfelves.  But  efpecially  the  Failings  of 
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fuch  .as  lie  under  peculiar  Obligations  of  being 
pious  and  exemplary,  will  always  be  feen  in  the 
very  ftrongeft  Light,  and  Blame  thrown  upon 
them  beyond  all  Proportion,  when  they  act 
amifs.  But  when  Men  ad  well,  and  Things 
go  on  right,  very'little  isfaid.  The  Good  do 
not  proclaim  their  own  Goodnefs  :  and  the 
World  is  feldom  very  inquifitive  about  it ;  hath 
other  Matters  to  mind ;  thinks  at  the  mofl  they 
do  but  their  Duty,  and  is  much  apter  to  feek 
for,  and  imagine  Faults,  than  to  own  and  re- 
member Virtues. 

In  the  primitive  Times,  when  few  were 
tempted  to  profefs  the  Faith  ofCbrift  but  fuch 
as  embraced  it  in  Earneft,  and  his  Difciples 
were  eafily  dilliinguiilied  from  the  reft  of  Man- 
kind, the  Fruits  of  the  Gofpel  bore  a  moil  con- 
vincing Teflimony  in  its  Favour.  But  when 
once  the  Profeffion  grew  general,  and  profitable: 
when  real  and  pretended  Chriflians  were  mixed 
together,  and  the  virtuous  hidamongft  the  im- 
moral, no  Wonder  if  then  the  Benefit  was  lefs 
remarkable.  The  whole  promifcuous  Collec- 
tion going  all  under  one  Name,  and  many  of 
them  feeming  but  little  the  better  for  their 
Faith,  both  partial  and  carelefs  Obfervers-hav'e 
hailily  concluded  that  few  cr  none  are  the  bet- 
ter 
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ter  at  all.  And  yet,  there  are  great  Numbers 
on  the  Whole,  much  greater  than  either  the 
profane  are  ready  to  think,  or  even  the  pious 
have  commonly  the  Means  of  rknowing,  whofe 
Hearts  and  Lives  their  Belief  hath  wonderfully 
amended  :  fome  of  good  Difpofitions  raifed  by 
it  to  eminent  Goodnefs :  others  of  bad  Difpofi- 
tions excited  to  refift  them  effectually.  And 
how  much  the  Influence  of  religious  Principles 
and  religious  Perfons,  whom  our  Saviour  calls 
the  Salt  of  the  Earth  *,  may  contribute  to  pre- 
ferve  even  the  bad  Part  of  Mankind  from  utter 
Corruption  and  Diflblution,  is  not  perhaps  often 
fufficiently  confidered. 

But  were  it  true,  though  it  neither  is  nor  can 
be,  that  the  virtuous  would  be  equally  virtuous 
without  the  Precepts,  without  the  Promifes, 
without  the  Grace  of  the  Gofpel :  yet  there  is 
no  Pretence,  that  they  would  be  equally  happy 
too.  For  the  ChriiTlan  Doctrine  is  adapted 
throughout  in  the  higher!  Degree  to  fupport 
them  under  the  Difficulties  of  Duty,  and  the 
Afflictions  of  Life,  by  fuch  AfTurances,  as  Rea- 
fon  unaffifted  can  never  give,  that  God  will 
pardon,  ftrengthen,  and  reward  them,  both  here 
and  to  Eternity.  Poflibly  to  fome  this  may 
*  Matth.  v.  j  j. 
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feem  at  prefent  a  fmall  Matter.  But  there  will 
come  a  Time,  may  it  come  before  it  be  too  late ! 
when  they  will  be  fenfible,  that  thefe  are  the 
moft  important  of  all  Things. 

It  muft  not  be  obje&ed,  that  Believers  in  the 
Gofpel  are  often  full  of  Doubts  and  Terrors. 
For  Believers  in  Natural  Religion  alone  have 
infinitely  more  Caufe  for  them,  as  both  their 
Rule  and  their  Hopes  are  infinitely  more  ob- 
fcure.  Nor  muft  it  be  argued,  that  if  Chri- 
flianity  adds  to  the  Happinefs  of  the  virtuous 
here,  it  adds  alfo  to  the  Uneafinefs  of  the  vi^- 
cious  :  for  they  ought  to  be  uneafy  for  the 
World's  Sake  and  their  own.  It  may  force 
them  to  grow  better  -,  if  not,  it  may  reftrain 
them  from  growing  worfe  :  at  leaf},  fooner  or 
later,  it  may  bring  them  back,  in  Part  if  not 
wholly  -,  and  thus  prevent  an  unknown  Quan- 
tity of  Evils,  which  elfe  they  would  fuffer,  and 
make  thofe  around  them  fufFer.  So  that,  in- 
deed, no  one  Perfon,  where  the  Gofpel  is  at  all 
underftood,  can  well  fail  to  be  in  fome  Refpedt 
a  Gainer  by  it.  And  be  its  good  Influence  ever 
fo  fmall  on  each  fingly,  yet  the  Sum  total 
muft  be  very  large.  It  is  foon  faid  in  an  angry 
Mood,  that  Religion  doth  no  Good  ;  for  the 
World  cannot  be  worfe  than  it  is.  But  confi- 

der 
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fle'r  a  little  what  the  Face  of  Things  would  be, 
were  the  forming  Hand  of  Chriftian  Education 
to  ceafe  from  its  Work,  and  the  continual  Warn- 
ings of  Chriftian  Inftruction  to  be  laid  aiide. 
Nothing  could  be  fubflituted  comparable  to 
them:  Nothing  would  be  fubftituted  at  all.  At- 
tempts for  it,  if  they  were  made,  which  proba- 
bly they  might  not  be  in  Hafte,  would  be  dif- 
united  and  inconfiflent,  difregarded  and  fuccefs- 
lefs  :  all  Perfons  would  be  left  in  a  great  Mea- 
fure>  and  the  lower  and  larger  Part  intirely,  to 
the  Guidance  of  Appetites  and  Paffions  grown 
up  wild>  with  a  very  poor  Mixture  of  a  Reafon 
uninformed,  and  more  likely  to  be  fubfervient 
and  do  Mifchief,  than  govern  and  do  good. 

Nor  have  they  alone,  who  profefs  Chriftianity, 
been  made  wifer  and  better  by  it,  but  others 
alfo.  The  chief  Part  of  what  is  valuable  in  the 
Mahometan  Religion,  which  hath  fpread  exceed- 
ingly wide,  is  probably  derived  from  the  Old 
and  New  Teftament.  And  certainly  the  Unbe- 
lievers amongft  ourfelves,  who  would  fain  repre- 
fent  Revelation  as  ufelefs,  have,  notwithftand- 
ing,  borrowed  from  it  thofe  rational  Notions  of 
Piety  and  Virtue,  which  they  pretend  to  be  the 
natural  Growth  of  their  own  Underftandings. 
For  few  or  none  of  the  molt  learned  of  their 
VOL.  II.  S  Heathen 
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Heathen  Predeceflbrs  had  them  :  but  fcarce 
moil  ignorant  of  their  Chriftian  Contemporaries- 
are,  without  them. 

Nor  mould,  we  confider  only  what  Good  the^ 
Gofpel  hath  done  in  other  Refpedts,.  hut  how 
much  Superftition  particularly   it  hath  extin— 
guifhedor  prevented^  The  Superftitions  it  hath 
occailoned,  we  are  continually  told  of:  but  many 
feem  to  have  forgot  thole  it  found  in  the  World  % 
the  moft  abfurd  and  abject,-  the  moil  expenfive 
and  troublefome,.  the  moft  immoral,  and  bar- 
barous, that  could  be.     And  none  were  more 
cruel,,  or  upheld  by  a  more  dreadful  Church- 
Tyranny,  than  thofe  of  the  Druids-  in  tnis  Na- 
tion.   Now  who  can  lay,  how  long  any  of  thefe 
might  have  continued ;  who  can  fay,  how  much 
worfe  they,  might  have  become^  and  Have  been 
at  this  Day,  if  Chriilianify  had  not  rooted  them. 
out  ?  The  very  grofleft  Corruptions  of  it,  after- 
wards, were  not  quite  fo  bad  as  thofe  preced- 
ing Enormities.  Befides,  in  many  Countries,  but- 
In  none  more   completely  tharrour  own,   the- 
Reformation  of  it  hath  driven  out  thofe  Abufes^ 
which  the  Perveriion  of  it  brought  in  :  and- 
it  continually  bears  TefHmony  agairaft  them, 
wherever  the  Scripture  is  freely  read.  SuperfK- 
tion  is  by  no  Means  an-Effedt  of  Religion,  but  *. 
4  natural; 
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natural  Weaknefs  in  the  human  Mind,  to  which 
it  may  be  greatly  fiibjc6t  even  without  Religion. 
The  Gofpel  was  intended  to  deflroy  it  :  the 
Clergy  are  intended  for  a  ftanding  Guard  againft 
it :  and  though  too  much  of  it  ftill  prevails 
among  Chriftians,  yet  very  much  more  prevails 
in  all  the  reft  of  the  World; 

Taking  therefore  into  our  View  the  whole 
Benefit  of  the  Scripture-Revelation,  both  what 
it  hath  effected^  and  what  it  hath  hindered  : 
had  it  been  the  Pretence  or  the  Occafion  for 
all  the  Harm  that  is  alledged,  it  may  yet  have 
been  the  dired:  Caufe  of  unfpeakably  more 
Good  :  and  Nothing  can  be  unfairer,  than  at- 
tending only  to  one  Side  of  the  Account,  iri- 
flead  of  both.  Indeed  to  (late  both  exactly,  or 
make  any  Balance  approaching  towards  Ac- 
curacy, is  utterly  impoffible,  where  fo  vail  a 
Number  of  Things  and  Circumflances,  through 
fo  large  a  Part  of  the  World  and  fo  long  a  Suc- 
cemon  of  Ages,  muil  come  in  before  a  Judge -• 
ment  can  be  formed.  Every  one  may  aflert  as 
boldly  as  he  will  to  the  Difadvantage  of  Chrifti- 
anity.  But  to  prove  the  AfTertion  from  Fadl: 
muft  be  infuperably  difficult.  And  when  Fads 
cannot  be  fufficiently  afcertained  and  compared, 
the  Prefumption  will  always  be  a  very  juft  and 
S  2  ftrong 
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ftrong  one,  that  every  Thing  hath  produced 
thofe  Effe&s  chiefly,  which  its  natural  Tsn- 
dencyfits  it  to  produce.  Now  the  good  Tendency 
of  Chriftianity  no  candid  and  confiderate  Rea- 
foner  will  ever  difpute. 

But  one  Objection  farther  hath  been  raifed, 
that  how  difficult  foever  it  may  be  to  judge  o£ 
a  Series  of  part  Times,  yet  the  Confequences  of 
introducing  the  Gofpel  into  Heathen  Nations* 
In  our  own  Times  may  be  judged  of:  and  we* 
have  imparted  it  to  none,  brat  we  have  made- 
them  worfe  than  we  found  them.  Now  fup- 
pofing  this  dreadful  Imputation  true,  is  it  by 
teaching  them  our  Religion,  that  we  have  cor- 
rupted them,  or  by  teaching  them  Sins  abfolute- 
ly  inconfiftent  with  our  Religion  ?  Had  they 
learned  our  ChrifKanity  without  our  De- 
bauchery, which  is  furely  no  Part  of  it,  their 
Condition  had  been  infinitely  better  than  it  was 
before  :  and  had  they  learned  our  Debauchery 
without  our  Chriftiam'ty,  it  had  been  fl-ill  worfe 
than  it  is  now. 

Nor  doth  this  Obfervation  hold  with  RefpedH 
to  them  only,  but  ourfelves  too.  We  compare 
the  prefent  Chriilian  Times,  in  which  number- 
lefs  Incentives  to  Luxury  and  all  Manner  of 
\\ickednefs  abound,  with  the  ancient  Heathen 

ones, 
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ones,  when  the  Poverty  and  Simplicity  of  their 
Manner  of  Life  fecured  them  from  adding  ar- 
tificial, to  their  natural,  Vices :  and  in  whatever 
we  find  -or  imagine  ourfelves  worfe  than  them, 
we  afcrrbe  k  to  our  Religion.  Whereas  the  true 
Method  of  comparing  is,  to  take  a  luxurious 
Heathen  Nation  ;  Rome  under  its  Emperors 
for  Inftance;  and  a  luxurious  Chriftian  one;  and 
then  fee  where  Crimes  will  appear  to  be  moft 
general,  and  carried  fartheft .:  only  making  due 
Allowance  for  one  Thing,  that  the  Sins  and  Fol- 
lies we  are  offended  at  in  our  own  Age,  will  look 
greater,  becaufe  they  are  prefent ;  and  yet  the 
Virtues  of  thofe  we  live  amongft  will  feem 
lefs,  becaufe  Love  to  ourfelves  will  tempt  us  to 
depreciate  thofe,  with  wjiom  we  mall  be  moft 
compared.. 

But  fuppofing  it  ;ever  &>  questionable,  what 
Good,  or  ever  fo  clear  what  Harm,  hath  pro- 
ceeded from  Chriftianity  ;  how  are  we  juftified 
in  doubting  on  that  Account,  whether  its  Origin 
be  from  God  ?  Think  only  of  how  little  Benefit 
Reafcn  hatfe  been  to  a  great  Part  of  Mankind : 
how  much  Uneaiinefs  it  hath  caufed,  by  ena- 
blingthem  to  reflect  on  their  own Difad vantages, 
Daggers,  and  Sufferings  $  how  much  Mifchijsf  it 
hath  brought  to  pafs,  by  qualifying  them  to 
contrive  and  execute  ill  Defigns  againft  each 
S  3  other ; 
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other ;  how  much  wifer  and  better  many  Brutes 
are?  than  many  Men  :  yet  doth  not  Reafon  pro^ 
ceed  from  God  ?  Again,  what  innumerable 
£vils  in  all  Ages  and  Countries,  have  Civil  Go- 
vernors been  the  Authors  of  ?  The  Abufes  of 
Chriftianity  cannot  have  produced  fo  much  Evil, 
as  the  A-bufes  of  temporal  Power,  becaufe  they 
have  not  extended  near  fo  far.  Yet  is  not  So- 
ciety and  Civil  Government  from  God  ?  Indeed 
if  Nothing  could  be  from  him,  hut  what  in  the 
Event  is  an  Advantage  to  us  -,  we  muft  deny 
that  the  very  Being  of  many  Perfons  is  derived 
from  him :  for  too  many  doubtlefs  had  better 
never  have  been.  The  Good,  which  he  intends 
abfolutely  and  unconditionally.  Nothing  can  ' 
hinder  :  but  where  he  intends  only  to  afford 
Men  the  Means  of  being  happy  if  they  will,  he 
muft  leave  it  in  their  Choice  to  be  otherwife  : 
and  what  he  doth  for  them,  is  not  the  lefs  wor- 
thy of  him,  becaufe  they  are  fo  unworthy,  as  tq 
defpife  or  turn  it  againft  themfelyes.  For  never 
fure  was  it  made  an  Argument  againft  the  Va- 
lue of  a  Medicine,  that  they  who  neglect  to  take 
it,  or  who  mix  Poifon  with  it,  are  not  the  better 
for  it.  Whoever  will  give  Religion  Leave  to  do 
him  Good,  will  always  be  an  Evidence  of  its 
UfefuJnefs.  And  it  is  extremely  hard,  to  have 

thofe 
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thofe  all  edge  again  ft  us  that  there  are  but  few 
fuch,  v/ho  are  continually  endeavouring  that 
there  may  be  none ;  and  impute  that  Wicked- 
nefs  of  the  World  -to  the  Want  of  Efficacy  in 
Chriftianity,  which  is  fo  very  much  owing  to 
their  own  profane  Difcourfe  and  licentious  Ex- 
amples. 

But  farther:  the  Gofpel-Scheme  is  notcom^ 
pleted  yet  ;  and  the  Good  it  hath  net  done,  it 
.jnay  do  ftill.   It  hath  fubfifted  indeed  a  Number 
jpf  Years,  that  ie-ems  a  large  one,  and  fufficient 
!to  mew  whatever  is  to  be  expected  from  it.   But 
large  and  fraall  are  comparative  Terms :  and 
what  Proportion  its  Duration  hitherto  may  bear 
-to  that  which  it  hath  to  come,  or  how  differ- 
ently the  Power  of  God  may  be  exerted  in  its 
Favour  hereafter  from  what  it  is  now,  we  none 
.of  us  know.    But  this  we  know  certainly,  that 
the  original  Books   in  which  it  is  contained, 
publimed  at  its  ftrft  Appearance,  foretold  both 
its  paft  and  prefent  Corruptions,  and  its  future 
Purity  and  univerfal  happy  Fruits.   The  former 
of  thcfe  Predictions,  that  Chriftianity  mould  be 
jnade  an  Inibument  of  Tyranny  and  Superfti- 
£ion,  Bloodfhed  and  Diflblutenefs,  was  a  very 
amazing  one  :  a  Thing  which  neither  any  Sa- 
gacity could  have  forefeen^  nor  any  Enthufiaft 
S  4  have 
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have  believed ;  nor  any  Impoftor  would  have 
declared,  if  he  had  believed  it.  And  therefore 
the  Fadl,  joined  with  the  Prophecy  of  it,  far 
from  an  Objection,  is  a  Proof  of  our  Religion  ; 
and  fhews  us  to  be  in  the  Midft  of  an  Event  -, 
the  melancholy  Part  of  which  having  been  fo 
remarkably  fignified  to  us  before-hand,  we 
ought  by  no  Means  to  judge  of  what  will  follow 
as  we  fhould  in  a  common  Cafe 5  but  firmly  be* 
lieve,  that  as  the  Myftery  of  Iniquity h  hath  been 
revealed,  the  Myftery  of  God'1  mall  be  accom- 
plimed  likewife,  and  Truth  and  Virtue  reign  on 
this  Earth. 

But  then  let  us  remember,  that  full  enough 
hath  been  done  to  verify  the  firft  Set  of  Pre- 
dictions ;  and  it  is  high  Time  we  mould  begin 
to  make  good  the  latter.  That  Chrift  hzihfent 
a  Sword  on  Earth,  no  one  doubts :  let  it  now 
be  our  Care  to  mew  him  in  a  more  amiable 
Light,  as  the  Prince  of  Peace.  We  have  fuf- 
ficiently  made  the  Gofpel  minifter  to  Sin  :  let  us 
at  laft  bring  forth  Fruit  by  it  unto  Holinefs.  Then 
we  ihall  bear  in  our  own  Breafts  the  fureft,  the 
happiefl,  the  only  beneficial  Proof  of  its  Ef- 
ficacy ;  and  have  our  Converfation  fuch  amongft 
Unbelievers,  &&$.  whereas  they  now  fp eak  againjl 
11  2  ThefT.  ii.  7.  ^  «  Rev.  x.  7.  - 
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its  as  Evil-doers,  and  againft  our  Religion  itfelf 
for  our  Sakes,  they  may  by  our  good  Works,  'which 
they  jhall  behold,  glorify  God^ :  thus  bringing 
forward  that  bleffed  Time,  when  the  Wolf  Jhall 
dwell  with  the  Lamb,  and  the  Leopard  lie  down 
with  the  Kid-,  when  they  Jhall  not  hurt  nor  de-* 
jiroy  in  all  his  holy  Mountain  :  for  the  Earth  jhall 
be  full  of  the  Knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the  Wa- 
ters cover  the  Sea  J. 

Yet  even  this  joyful  Scene  will  be  only  a 
faint  Shadow  of  that  eternal  State  of  Blifs,  to 
which  is  referved  the  complete  Vindication  of 
the  Benefits  of  Chriftianity  :  and  in  which, 
however  the  prefent  World  were  to  go  on,  they 
muft  appear  with  irrefifHble  Evidence,  when 
the  Righteous  Jhall  Jhine  forth  as  the  Sun  in  the 
Kingdom  of  their  Father  m,  when  God  Jhall  wipe 
away  all  Tears  from  their  Eyes,  and  there  Jhall  be 
no  more  Death,  neither  Sorrow  nor  Crying,  nei~ 
fherJJwll  there  be  any  more  Pain  n. 

fe  i  Pet.  ii.  12.          J  Jfaiah  xi.  6,  9.  J"  Matth.  xiii.  43, 

£  Rev.  xxi.  4. 
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'**-Cea/e  to  do  Evil,  learn  to  do  well.  — 


Order,  in  which  thefe  Words  are 
JL  placed,  was  evidently  defigned  to  teach 
us,  that  the  Foundation  of  acting  right  is  avoid- 
ing every  Thing  wrong.  Several  other  Parts 
pf  Scripture  lay  down  the  fame  Rule  in  almofl 
the  fame  Terms  a  :  and  many  exprefs,  or  im- 
ply, the  fame  Doctrine;  putting  Repentance 
before  Faith  and  Obedience  b.  Even  Heathen 
Authors,  in  very  diftant  Ages  and  Countries, 
have  given  the  like  Direction  c.  And  indeed 

a  Pfal.  xxxiv.     14.  xxxvii.  27.     Amos  v.   15.     Rom.  xli.  9. 
fi  Pet.  iii.  ii. 
bMatth.  xxi.  32.     Mark  1.15.     Afts  xx.  21.     Tit.  ii.  12, 13. 
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every  one  muit  own  the  Juftnefs  of  it :  but  ftill 
very  few  appear  to  perceive  or  attend  fufficiently 
to  its  Importance :  which,  therefore,  I  fliall 
endeavour  to  {hew  you, 

I.  More  briefly,  in  Refped:  of  our  Conduct 
in  general : 

II.  More  at  large,  in  Refpecl:  of  our  Beha-* 
viour  to  each  other. 

I.  In  Refpeft  of  our  Conduct  in  general. 

It  is  plainly  the  natural  and  rational  Method, 
to  begin  with  removing  what  elfe  will  obftrudt 
our  Progrefs,  and  to  make  Unity  within  our 
own  Breafts  our  earneft  Care.  He  who  hath 
only  confident  Purfuits  may  follow  them  with 
a  Profpect  of  Succefs :  but  a  Mind,  divided 
and  diftracl:ed  between  contrary  Principles  of 
Action,  can  hope  for  Nothing,  but  to  be  drawn 
backward  and  forward  by  them  continually, 
as  they  chance  to  prevail  in  their  Turns. 
Things,  indeed,  that  do  but  accidentally  give 
fome  little  Hindrance  to  each  other  now  and 
then,  may  be  profecuted  together,  and  the  due 
Preference,  when  they  interfere,  be  adjufted 
well  enough.  But  Sin  and  Duty  are  fo  effenr 
tially  oppofite,  that  their  Interefts  can  never  J)p 
reconciled.  They  flow  from  different  Motives, 
proceed  by  different  Means,  aim  at  different 

Ends, 
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Ends,  and  thwart  one  another  perpetually.  And 
it  is  to  Mens  overlooking  this  obvious  Truth, 
that  the  Mifcarriage  of  their  good  Intentions, 
the  Irrefolution  of  their  Lives,  the  Incoherence 
of  their  Characters,  in  a  great  Meafure,  owes 
its  Rife.     Every  one  of  us  knows,  in  the  main, 
what  he  ought  to  do :  every  one  feels  an  Ap- 
probation of  it  ;  and  fo  far,  at  leaft,  a  Difpofi* 
tion  to  it.     But  then  he  feels  alfo  Difpofitions 
quite  adverfe  :  and  though  he  fees  them  to  be 
unwarrantable,  yet  it  is  painful  to  root  them 
out,  and  not  pleafmg  even  to  take  Notice  of 
them*     So,  to  avoid  Trouble,  both  Sorts  are 
allowed  to  grow  up  together  as  they  can ;  and, 
which  will  thrive  fafter,  foon  appears.     The 
Soil,  corrupt  Nature,  is  by  far  the  moft  inclined 
to  Weeds :  they  fprout  up  without  Number, 
and  choke  the  good  Seed.   Perhaps  but  one  or 
two  Sorts  of  Wickednefs  were  intended  to  be 
indulged  :  but  thefe  have  unforefeen  Connec- 
tions with  others,  and  thofe  with  more.     Or, 
had  they  none,  when   Men  have  once  yielded 
to  do  but  a  (ingle  Thing  amifs,  they  have  no 
firm  Ground  to  fland  upon  in  refufing  to  do 
a  fecond,  and  a  third :  fo  gradually  they  lofe 
their  Strength,  God  withdraws  his  Help,  and 
they  fall  from  bad  to  worfe.     Often  this  ends 

in 
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in  their  prefent  worldly  Ruin.  But  if  the/ 
efcape  it,  nay,  if  they  efcape  growing  continu- 
ally more  wicked,  fall  they  are  incapable  of 
that  delightful  Confcioufnefs  which  arifes  from 
uniform  Integrity  of  Heart ;  they  can  have  nd 
true  Peace,  while  Vices  are  ftrugglirig  in  their 
Breafts  with  one  another*  as  well  as  with  Vir- 
tue ;  they  condemn,  they  lament  themfelves ; 
they  make  earneil  Refolutions  to  reform  in  this 
and  that  Point  j  but  making  none  to  reform  in 
all,  they  relapfe,  and  go  on  as  they  did  before; 
Many  of  them  try  hard,  and  no  Wonder,  to  get 
Opinions  that  will  quiet  them  in  their  Prac- 
tices :  amongft  which  one  of  the  moft  preva- 
lent is,  the  Notion  of  compenfating  by  good 
Deeds  for  evil.  But  how  can  our  beft  Actions 
poffibly  make  Amends  for  our  Sins,  when  they 
are  only  our  Duty  d,  though  we  had  never  fin- 
ned ?  Or  if  any  one  doth  bring  himfelf  to  be- 
lieve this  \  in  Proportion  as  he  becomes  more 
eafy,  he  will  become  more  profligate*  He  will 
think  himfelf  at  Liberty  to  commit  any  Crime 
he  pleafes,  provided  he  doth  but  intend  to  give 
God  fuch  or  fuch  Satisfaction  for  it,  which, 
perhaps,  he  will  afterwards  forget,  or  invent 
fome  Pretence  to  omit.  But  if  he  doth  not  > 

'Lukexvii,  10. 
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as   they  that  run  thefe  Lengths   quickly  come 
to  value  their  good  Deeds  at  as  high,  and  their 
ill  at  as  low,  a  Rate,  as  they  have  a  Mind ;  they 
commonly  reckon  a  very  little  of  the  former 
equivalent  to  a  great  deal  of  the  latter.     And 
if  they  are  but  noted  for  any  fingle  Inftance  of 
Obedience,  it  gives   them  Vanity  enough    to 
efteem  themfelves  not  only  fafe,  but  highly  in 
the  Divine  Favour,  let  them  difobey  in  ever  fo 
many  :  perhaps  it  dazzles  and  blinds  them  for 
that  they  fcarcely  perceive  their  own  Failures, 
in  any,  or  fcarcely  imagine  them  worth  regard- 
ing. Nay,  fometimes  Acts  of  mere  Superftition 
and  Folly,,  indeed  of  Wickednefs  too,  under  a 
thin   Difguife  of  Religion,  have  been  all  the 
Atonement  offered  to  Heaven  for  an  ill-fpent 
Life,  and  have  been  deemed  a  moft  meritorious 
one.  But  will  God  accept  even  a  real  Part  of 
what  we  owe  him,  when  paid  with  Defign  to 
cheat  him  of  the  reft  ?  His  Nature,  his  Word* 
plainly  tell  us  the  contrary.     He  is  holy,  and 
requires  univerfal  Holinefs.     He  hath  warned 
us,  that  no  Man  canferve  two  Mafters e .-  and  that 
wbofoever  Jhall  keep  the  ivhole  Law,  and  yet  offend 
m  one  Pointy  be  is  guilty  of  all*.  Such,  therefore* 
only,  as  are  careful  to  do  every  Thing  which 

*  MauL  vK  24*  f  Janies  li.  10. 
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they  ought,  and  are  fenlible,  that  when  they  have 
done  all,  they  are  unprofitable  Servants  *,  intitled 
to  Acceptance  only  for  the  Sake  of  a  gracious 
Redeemer's  Merits,  have  Caufe  to  hope  well* 
Others  build  on  the  Sand,  but  they  on  a  Rocknt 
Their  Superftrudture  will  ftand  firm  againft 
Storms,  and  may  be  fafely  raifed  to  the  greateft 
Heights.  God  will  pardon  their  Infirmities, 
and  afiift  their  Endeavours  :  they  will  of  Courfe 
be  making  a  continual  Progrefs,  and  for  every 
Step  of  it  will  receive  a  proportionable  Reward, 
probably  here,  certainly  hereafter.  lii  fhort,  let 
Men  devife  what  Methods  they  will,  there  is 
but  one  effectual :  keep  Innocency  ,and  take  Heed 
unto  the  'Thing  that  is  right :  for  that  foall  bring 
a  Man  Peace  at  the  laft '« 

But  though  avoiding  to  do  Evil  through  the 
Whole  of  our  Conduct  is  requifite,  if  ever 
we  would  do  well  :  yet  in  the  Text,  by  what 
precedes  and  follows,  the  Prophet  feems  to 
have  intended  it  peculiarly  as  a  Direction 
for  our  focial  Conduct  :  where,  indeed,  we 
mall  find  it  peculiarly  neceflary,  when  we 
confider, 

IL  The  Importance  of  behaving  inofTenfive- 
ly  to  each  other. 

*  Luke  xvii.  IP.       h  Mauh.  vii.  24—27.       'Pfal.  xxxvii.  38. 

It 


SERMON  XII.  273 
It  is  a  remarkable  Thing  in  the  ConfKtution 
of  this  World,  that  we  have  much  more  Power 
of  producing  Mifery  in  it  than  Happinefs.  Every 
one,  down  to  the  moft  insignificant,  is  capable 
of  giving  Uneafmefs  and  Difquiet,  nay,  grievous 
Pain  and  Affliction  to  others,  and  often  to  great 
Numbers,  without  the  leaft  Difficulty  ;  while 
even  thofe  of  fuperior  Abilities  in  every  Way, 
can  hardly  difcover  the  Means,  unlefs  it  be 
within  a  very  narrow  Compafs  now  and  then, 
of  doing  any  great  Good,  or  communicating 
any  confiderable  Pleafure.  Befides,  the  Effects 
of  KindnefTes  may  always  be  intirely  loft :  but 
thofe  of  Injuries  too  frequently  can  never  be 
remedied.  And  therefore  we  ought  to  watch 
over  ourfelves  with  perpetual  Care,  examine 
the  Tendency  of  all  our  Words  and  Actions, 
and,  not  contented  with  meaning  no  Harm, 
be  felicitous  to  do  none.  The  Harm  that  we. 
do  through  Heedlefnefs  is  certainly  not  fo  cri- 
minal, as  if  it  were  purpofely  contrived  :  but 
•may  be  almofr.,  if  not  quite,  as  feverely  felt  not- 
withflanding :  or  though  it  were  but  flightly, 
\vhy  mould  we  be  fo  inadvertent,  as  unne- 
ceflarily  to  caufe  but  an  Hour's,  nay,  a  Mo- 
ment's, Vexation  or  Grief  to  one  of  our  Bre- 
thren ;  or  deprive  him  of  the  fmallefl  of  thofe 
VOL.  II.  T  innocent 
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innocent  Gratifications,  that  help  to  alleviate 
the  Sorrows  of  Life,  and  make  the  PafTage 
through  it  comfortable  ?  The  little  we  enjoy  of 
Good,  is,  with  Reafon,  very  precious  to  us: 
and  we  have  a  Right  to  expect,  that  others 
fhould  take  the  Trouble  of  fome  moderate  Cau- 
tion, not  to  trample  upon  and  deftroy  it.  Hu- 
man Happinefs  is  a  tender  Plant,  which  every 
rude  Breath  is  fufficient  to  blail :  and  all  have  fo 
quick  a  Senfe,  and  moft  Men  fo  warm  a  Refent- 
ment  cf  any  Thing  done,  though  innocently, 
againft  their  IntCrefts  or  Inclinations,  that  they 
ought  by  no  Means  to  be  indifferent  about  thofe 
of  any  one  elfe.  Yet  how  often  are  not  pnly 
fmaiier  Inconveniences,  but  heavy  Sufferings, 
brought,  from  very  trifling  or  very  bad  Mo- 
tives, on  fuch  as  did  not  deferve  them  !  Some, 
under  Colour  of  the  tendered  Affection,  feduce 
inconfiderate  Creatures,  who,  but  for  them, 
would  never  have  thought  of  doing  amifs,  into 
Guilt  and  Wretchedneis,  merely  to  gratify  a 
brutal  Appetite,  or  gain  empty  Applaufe  from 
Fellow-libertines.  Others  tempt  their  Ac- 
quaintance, by  fallacious  Arguments  and  bad 
Examples,  to  Imprudence,  Extravagance,  In- 
temperance, Impiety.  A  third  Sort  entertain 
themfelves,  and  their  ill-cholen  Friends,  by  ex- 

pofing 
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pafing  to  Scorn,  or  difquieting  with  Vexation, 
juft  whomfoever  their  Fancy  points  out  to 
them  :  often  the  very  Perfons  whom  they  ought 
to  refpect  the  moil.  And  the  Authors  of  all 
thefe  DiftrefTes  can  raife  themfeives  Diveriion, 
even  from  reflecting  upon  them  afterwards  ; 
and,  by  doing  Mifchief  with  fo  much  Good- 
humour,  appear  in  the  Eyes  of  the  World,  and 
in  their  own,  to  be  very  far  from  ill-natured. 
And,  it  may  be,  on  fome  Occafions  they  are  not 
fuch  :  it  may  be,  they  have  not,  on  any,  deli- 
berately! purpofed  to  be  fuch.  But  frill  the  Fruits 
of  indulging  either  fenfual  Defires,  or  even  Va- 
nity and  idle  Gaiety,  without  Regard  to  Confe- 
quences,  may  be  as  bitter  as  thofe  of  thekeenefl 
Malice.  Nay,  indeed  the  difguifed  fmilirig  Ene- 
my is  the  more  dangerous,  as  he  is  unfufpedted  -, 
and  the  more  wicked,  as  he  is  unprovoked. 

But  Men  of  more  flayed  and  thoughtful  Cha- 
racters venture  alfo  too  commonly  on  dreadful 
Ill-treatment  of  others,  and  yet  make  a  Shift  to 
think  well  of  themfeives  :  not  only  withhold 
Good  from  him  to  whom  it  is  due,  when  It  is  in  the 
Power  of  their  Hand  to  do  it  k,  but  prey  upon  their 
Neighbours  by  Oppreffion  and  Fraud,  grind  the 
face  of  the  Poor  !,  take  Advantage  of  the  Necef- 
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fity  or  Ignorance  of  thofe  with  whom  they  are 
concerned  >  exact,  without  Regard  to  Equity, 
whatever  they  can  legally  demand ;  and  imagine 
it  very  eafy  to  procure  a  Difpenfation  for  all 
this,  if  they  need  any.  Some  have  attempted 
it  by  voluntary  Mortifications  and  Abftinence. 
But  the  Fa/I  which  God  hath  chofen>  is  to  loofe  the 
Bands  of  Wickednefs,  to  undo  the  heavy  Burdens, 
and  let  the  opprejjed  go  free™.  Some  by  Acts  of 
Devotion :  but  he  that  turneth  away  his  Ear 
from  hearing  the  Law,  even  his  Prayer  foall  be 
Abomination  n.  Some  by  Liberalities  to  pious 
or  charitable  Ufes  :  but  God  himfelf  hath  told 
us :  I  the  Lord  love  Judgement^  I  hate  Robbery  for 
'Burnt-offering  .  He  expects  Restitution  to  the 
injured,  not  Bounty  to  other  Purpofes,  inftead  of 
it :  much  lefs  indifcreet  Generofities  to  the  un- 
deferving,  or  expenfive  Acts  of  Vanity  and  Vo-» 
luptuoufnefs,  under  Pretence  of  encouraging 
Trade  and  Labour ;  which  many  feem  to  think 
an  abundant  Counterbalance  to  ever  fo  much 
Deceit  and  Rapine,  as  well  as  Debauchery  and 
Irreligion, 

There  is  yet  a  third  Sort,  who,  valuing  them* 
lelves  highly  on  their  Sobriety  and  Honefty, 
conceive  their  Difrefpect  to  Superiors,  their 

*  Ifai.  Iviii.  6,  n  P*ov.  xxviii.  9.  °  Ifai.  Ixi.  8. 
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Contempt  of  Inferiors,  their  Want  of  Courtefy 
to  Equals,  their  caufelefs  or  immoderate  Anger, 
their  Evil-fpeaking  and  Uncharitablenefs,  to  be 
fmall  Sins,  or  none.  Yet  furely,  if  any  Thing 
be  our  own,  the  Enjoyment  of  our  Lives  and 
Characters  in  Peace  and  Quiet,  unmolefted  by 
rude  Infults,  malicious  or  peevifh  Refentments, 
wnjuft  Afperiions,  is  our  moft  valuable  Proper- 
ty, and  taking  it  away  from,  us,  one  of  the 
worft  Kinds  of  Cruelty. 

Were  it  ever  fo  poffible  to  do  eqaal  Good,  in 
Return  for  the  Harm  done  in  one  or  other  of 
thefe  Ways  :  what  Right  hath  any  one  to  play 
thus  with  the  moft  ferious  Interefts  of  his  Fel- 
low-creatures ;  to  commit  Injuries  firfr,  then 
make  Amends  for  them,  when  and  how  he 
thinks  fit  ?  If  it  be  to  a  different  Perfon,  the 
Sufferer  is  not  in  the  lead  the  better  for  that. 
If  it  be  to  the  fame,  ftilj  what  Amends  can  there 
be  made  for  feducing,  impoveriming,  blacken- 
ing, breaking  the  Spirits  of,  another  ?  Happi- 
nefs  in  this  World  is  not  felt  like  Mifery  :  and 
one  poor  Creature,  treated  in  any  Refpecl:  un- 
mercifully, may  foon  -undergo  much  more,  than 
Numbers,  kindly  ufed,  or  plentifully  provided 
for,  will  ever  enjoy. 

Surely  then  to  refrain  from  doing  Harm  is  a 
T  3  very 
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very  important  Duty :  and  no  Requeft  can  bo 
jufter  for  one  of  us  to  make  to  another,  than 
that  if  we  may  not  hope  for  any  of  thofe  Ads 
of  pofitive  Goodnefs  from  him,  which  yet  hu- 
man Nature  and  C.ircumftances  frequently  call 
for,  he  would,  however,  abftain  from  hurting 
us  ;  and  allow  us  the  undifturbed  PofTeffion  of 
whatever  we  have  Gaufe  to. think  valuable,  and 
he  hath  nothing  to  do  with.  In  other  Things 
commanded,  there  may  be  frequently  fome 
Room  for  a  Plea  of  Ignorance  or  Doubt :  in  this 
hardly  ever.  The  weakeft  and  dulleft  of  us  can 
eafiiy  perceive,  when  we  fuffer  Injuries  :  now 
it  is  not  a  Whit  more  difficult,  only  we  have 
lefs  Inclination,  to  obferve  when  we  are  guilty 
of  them:  and  therefore  we  have  no  Excufe  for 
it.  When  Men  are  exhorted  to  Deeds  of  Cha- 
rity and  Beneficence,  they  can  find  a  thoufand 
Reafons  againfl  complying  :  their  Ability  is  ' 
fmall,  or  the  Calls  upon  them  are  many ;  or 
they  cannot  fee,  that  they  are  bound  to  give 
more  Alms  than  they  do  already ;  or  they  have 
not  Time  or  Convenience  for  inquiring  into 
Cafes ;  or,  if  one  be  recommended  to  them,  it 
may  be  partially  reprefented  ;  or  the  Care  of  it 
belongs  rather  to  fuch  and  fuch,  than  to  them  : 
and  numberlefs  Evafions  befides,  by  which  an 

unwilling 
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tmwilling  Heart  betrays,  while  it  ftudies  to  con- 
ceal, itielf.  But  were  they  to  be  allowed  every 
Allegation,  that  Scrupuloufnefs  of  being  too 
good  can  fuggeft  to  them  :  at  leaft  their  Wari- 
nefs  and  Caution  fhould  incline  them  to  be 
equally  fcrupulous  on  the  other  Side.  To  do 
no  Wrong,  they  certainly  have  in  their  Power  ; 
and  they  owe  it  to  every  one;  and  the  Limits 
of  this  Obligation  have  no  fuch  great  Obfcurity, 
but  that  all  the  World  will  fee,  whether  they 
exceed  them  or  not.  If,  therefore,  they  will 
fhew  a  rightDifpofitionin,  what  is  undoubtedly 
in  their  Power,  being  confcientioufly  inoffen- 
iive;  then  it  may  be  credible,  but  not  elfe,  that 
they  would  fhew  it  in  more  Things,  were  they 
able. 

And,  ftrange  as  it  may  appear  to  fpeak  of 
what  feems  a  mere  negative  Quality,  as  a  real 
Good  :  yet  fcarce  any  Words  are  flrong  enough 
to  exprefs,  how  much  Good  bare  CeiTation  from 
doing  Evil  would  produce.  Confider  only,  how 
the  World  groans  under  the  various  Sufferings, 
which  we  bring  upon  each  other:  fo  various, 
that  it  is  in  vain  to  think  of  reprefenting  to  one's 
felf,  in  how  many  Ways  the  Lives,  Healths, 
Fortunes,  Reputation,  Peace,  Comfort  of  Men 
are  fatally  attacked:  what  Blows  are  fometimes 
*i  T  4  given 
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given  to  the  Happinefs  of  Multitudes  at  once? 
how  far  more  private  Injuries  frequently  extend 
their  Confequences  ;  involving  undefigning 
and  unknown  Perfons  in  Calamities ;  affecting 
fuccemVe  Generations  -,  teaching  and  encou^ 
raging  \Vickednefs  by  ill  Example  •,  provoking 
Retaliation  and  Revenge;  perpetuating  Conten- 
tion,  Bitternefs,  and  Rancour.  In  fhort,  the 
State  of  Man  upon  Earth  would  be  quite  ano- 
ther Thing  than  it  is ;  and  the  Whole  of  hu-* 
man  Affairs  put  on  a  Face  intirely  new  ;  if  wo 
would  be  content  to  permit  it ;  if,  without  con- 
tributing to  our  mutual  Happinefs,  we  would 
only  not  obftruct  it.  Sudden  Deliverance  from 
any  acute  Pain  hath  been  thought,  by  thofe 
who  have  experienced  it,  the  moft  exquilitq 
Pleafure  they  ever  felt.  How  inexpreffibly  de- 
lightful then  would  the  firft  Breathing  of  Eafe 
be  to  Mankind,  if,  after  the  reciprocal  Torments 
of  fo  many  Ages,  they  were  all  to  leave  off  to-» 
gether,  and  become  harmlefs  at  once  !  But  with- 
out hoping  yet  for  the  promifed  Time  of  uni- 
verfal  Innocence,  when  Men  fnall  not  burt  nor 
deflroy  in  all  God's  holy  Mountain  °,  and  in  Con- 
fequence  of  ityZW/  obtain  Joy  and  Gladnefs,  and 
Sorrow  and  Sighing  Jhall flee  away  p .-  at  prefent, 

0  Jfai.  xi.  9.  P  Ifai.  xxxv.  10. 
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in  each  particular  Lnftance,  whoever  only  takes 
off  his  Hand  from  thofe  on  whom  it  lies  heavy, 
cannot  fail  to  give  them  great  Joy :  and  if  he 
doth  it  in  a  proper  Manner,  may  fecure  to  him- 
felf  as  much  Gratitude  from  them,  as  by  the 
higheft    unmerited   Obligation.     Ill   Ufage  of 
others  naturally  makes  them  our  Enemies  :  the 
Marks  of  their  Enmity  provoke  to  worfe  Ufage 
of  them :   and  fo  the  Evil  increafes  without 
End,  unlefs  the  injurious  Party  hath  the  Wif- 
dom  to  flop  firft  :  and  then  it  is  generally  in 
his  Power,  by  an  honourable  Acknowledgement 
of  his  Fault,  or,   perhaps,  a  mere  Intimation 
that  he  is  convinced  of  it,  not  only  to  be  for- 
given, but  refpected  and  beloved  ever  after.  And 
who  doth  not  know,  how  pleafing  the  Con- 
ifcioufnefs  of  being  efteemed  is,  how  mortifying 
that  of  being  hated  ? 

There  would  indeed  be  little  Occalion  com- 
paratively  for  the  Exercife  of  Kindnefs  amongft 
Men,  if  Practices  of  a  contrary  Tendency  were 
not  fo  frequent.  A  very  great  Part  of  our  good 
Actions  is  really  Nothing  more,  than  endea- 
vouring to  undo  the  Harm,  that  we  or  others 
have  done.  And  abftaining  from  doing  any 
would  take  away  the  Neceflityof them;  would 
flrike  at  the  Root  of  Mifery,  prevent  the  fhock* 

ing 
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ing  Sight  of  it,  the  Burden  and  Expence  of  re- 
lieving it.  Remedies  for  Evils  are  painful,  un- 
certain, imperfect  Things  :  always  to  be  ap- 
plied indeed,  when  they  are  wanted  :  but  the 
true  Precaution  is,  not  to  give  Being  to  Un^ 
happinefs.  Were  we  all  to  take  the  utmoft  Care, 
there  would,  notwithftanding,  be  too  much  of 
it.  But  the  Obligation  and  Means  of  lefiening 
it  would  be  more  evident :  Mens  Difpolitions, 
when  purged  from  Ill-will,  infolent Negligence, 
and  perverfe  Caprice,  would  be  more  tender 
and  compamcnate  ;  and  from  the  good  Treofure 
of  the  Heart ,  good  things  'would  be  brought  forth 
abundantly  q.  With  fuch  a  Temper,  every  one 
would  enjoy  moft  comfortable  Reflexions  with- 
in himfelf :  and,  though  his  Condition  were 
ever  fo  low  and  difadvantageous,  would  be  often 
ufeful  in  one  Way  or  .another,  and  constantly 
agreeable,  to  all  around  him.  \Ve  are  formed 
to  give  and  receive  mutual  Pleafure  :  and  OUF 
common  daily  Converfation  would  be  delight- 
ful to  us,  if  Wrongs,  and  UnkindnelTes,  and 
Slights,  did  not  eftrange  us  from,  and  fet  us 
againft,  each  other.  Bad  as  we  are,  defigning, 
fufpicious,  gloomy,  haughty,  neglectful,  pro- 
voking 5  Society  is  neceflary  for  us ;  we  have 

5  *viatth.  xii.  35. 
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hardly  any  Notion  of  Cheerfulnefs  without  it : 
but  what  mould  we  think  and  find  it,  were  we 
afTured  of  the  Friendlinefs  and  Regard  of  all  we 
met  ?  The  very  being  together,  the  Counten- 
ance of  Man,  would  be  reviving:  and  continual 
Opportunities  of  innocent  Entertainment  would 
fpring  up,  belides  the  occafional  ones  of  reci- 
procal Service  and  Afliftance  in  Matters  of  Con- 
fequence.  But  of  thefe  alfo1  there  would  be 
more  and  greater,  when  we  were  once  inclined 
to  look  for  them,  than  we  can  well  conceive 
ROW.  And  though  a  Perfon  could  do  Good 
only  in  fmall  Inflances,  it  would  be  pure  and 
unmixed  :  and  that  alone  would  be  fufficient  to 
make  it  confiderable.  But  were  it  ever  fo 
little :  though  Man  judges  by  outward  Acts, 
the  valuable  Thing  in  the  Sight  of  God  is  vir- 
tuous Intention  :  and  the  fundamental  Part  of 
that,  is  Care  to  avoid  Evil.  In  Proportion  as 
we  root  out  hurtful  Inclinations,  right  ones 
will  not  fail  to  moot  up,  and  bring  forth  Fruit : 
if  in  lefs  Quantity,  yet  fuch  as  will  be  accept- 
ed ;  but  probably  in  Plenty. 

Love,  faith  the  Apoftle,  worketh  no  III  to  his 
Neighbour  :  therefore  Love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the 
£awr.  Accordingly  we  find  Righteoufnefs, 

r  Rom.  xiii.  10. 
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which,  taken  flri&ly,  is  nothing  but  abflaining 
from  InjufEce,  often  mentioned  in  Scripture, 
as  the  Whole  of  our  Duty:  becaufe,  if  we  begin 
with  that,  the  reft  will  eafily  follow.  And 
David,  in  defcribing  the  Qualifications  of  the 
Man,  thsLtJha/t  abide  in  the  tabernacle  of  the 
Lord,  and  dwell  on  his  holy  Hill,  principally  in- 
fills on  the  negative  ones.  He  that  leadeth 
an  uncorruft  Life,  and  doth  the  'Thing  'which  is 
right,  andfpeaketh  the  'Truth  from  his  Heart.  He 
that  hath  ufed  no  Deceit  in  his  tongue,  nor  done 
Evil  to  his  Neghbour  ',  Again,  the  abovemen^ 
tioned  Apoftle  joins  the  Character  of  mere  In^» 
nocence  with  the  moft  honourable  Title,  which 
can  be  given  to  Men  :  that  ye  may  be  blamelefs 
and  barmlefs,  the  Sons  of  God  without  Rebuke '  ,- 
a  Character,  which  it  is  the  peculiar  Preroga^ 
tive  of  him,  who  is  in  the  higheft  Senie  the  Son 
of  God,  to  deferve  in  Perfection.  But,  as  St. 
Peter  obferves,  he  bath  left  us  an  Example,  that 
we  JJjould follow  his  Steps  ;  who  did  no  Sin,  nei- 
ther was  Guile  found  in  his  Mouth  a. 

Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  (hew  you  the 
Importance  of  the  plain  humble  Duty  of  an 
inoffenlive  Life  :  a  Duty,  which,  if  Experience 
did  not  prove  the  contrary,  one  fhould  imaging 

«  Pfal.  xv.  2,  3.          *  Phil,  ii.  15*         u  i  Pet,  ii,  21,  22. 
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there  could  be  no  Need  of  ufing  many  Words 
to  recommend :  as  it  appears  impoffible  to  re- 
fled:  on  wilful  Tranfgreffions  of  it,  and  the 
Mifchiefs  they  caufe,  without  Horror,  It  is 
true,  Sufferings  of  all  Kinds  are  now  fo  com* 
mon  in  the  World,  that,  unlefs  it  be  when  we 
ourfelves,  or  they  who  are  dear  to  us,  undergo 
them,  they  are  apt  to  make  but  little  Impref- 
iion  upon  us  :  and  we  can  pronounce  that  me- 
lancholy Variety  of  dreadful  Words,  which  the 
Miferies  of  Mankind  have  introduced  into 
Language,  almoft  without  Concern.  But  would 
we  only  recoiled:  a  while;  confult  our  own 
Memories,  for  they  can  generally  inform  us  too 
well ;  or  learn  from  fuch  Accounts,  if  there  be 
Occasion,  as  it  is  eafy  to  procure  :  what  thofe 
Feelings  are,  which  the  Terms,  Grief,  Anxiety, 
Pain,  Anguifh,  Dejection,  Defpair,  and  more 
of  the  fame  Sort,  were  framed  to  exprefs :  furely 
we  mould  have  a  ftrong  Conviction,  that  for  a 
human  Creature  to  inflict  any  of  thefe  on  one 
of  his  Brethren,  without  Neceffity  and  without 
Authority,  merely  for  fome  trifling  Provocation, 
or  poor  worldly  Advantage,  to  gratify  fome 
bafe  Appetite,  or  perhaps  only  to  indulge  a  filly 
Whim,  is  moft  frightful  Wickednefs.  For, 

terrible, 
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terrible  Evils  as  they  are  in  themfelves,  being 
expofed  to  them  unjuftly  aggravates  them  fo/ 
as  to  make  often  the  fevereft  Part  of  their 
Torment.  Then  to  think  too  of  fuch  Things^ 
as  done  to  each  other  by  fhort-lived  helplefs 
Wretches,  that  are  fubj eel  to  unavoidable  Bur- 
dens, heavier  than  they  know  how  to  bear  :  to 
think  of  thefe,  deliberately  doubling  and  trebling 
their  mutual  Sorrows  :  in  direct  Contradiction, 
to  the  Exigency  of  their  own  Circumflances, 
which  loudly  require  of  them  Forbearance, 
Companion,  Beneficence;  to  the  Dictates  of 
their  own  Confciences,  which  reproach  them 
for  every  harm  Action  or  Expreffion  they  are 
guilty  of;  and  to  his  known  Will  and  poiitive 
Commands,  from  whom  they  have  received  all 
that  they  enjoy*  and  on  whom  it  depends,  whe- 
ther they  mall  be  everlaftingly  happy  or  rnifer- 
able  :  it  is  fo  amazing,  that  no  Tongue  can  fet 
forth,  no  Heart  conceive  fufficiently,  the  Sin- 
fulnefs  or  the  Folly  of  fuch  Conduct,  His  great 
Defign  is  the  Good  of  his  Creation.  He  re- 
quires us  not  to  obflruct  it,  but  contribute  to  it* 
This  is  the  principal  Mark  of  Gratitude,  which 
our  bounteous  Benefactor  defires  of  us  :  the 
principal  Duty,  which  our  Lawgiver  and  Judge 
enjoins  us.  ,We,  at  all  Adventures,  refolve  to 

difregard 
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difregard  him  whenever  we  pleafe ;  and  boldly 
purfue  our  worldly  Interefts,  our  fenfual  Ap- 
petites, our  ill-natured  Pafiions,  our  wayward 
Humours,  our  wildeft  Fancies,  right  or  wrong, 
let  who  will  be  the  worfe  for  it.  What  Notion 
can  a  Man  have  of  himfelf,  who  a<!ts  thus  : 
what  Notion  of  his  Maker,  to  hope  it  cart  ever 
end  well  ?  We  are  accuftomed  to  it  indeed  :  and 
therefore  may  be  tempted  to  look  on  it  as  a 
flight  Matter.  But  our  Maker  will  determine 
at  laft,  not  according  to  the  Prejudices  of  Men, ; 
but  the  Truth  of  Things.  We  are  difpofed  to 
entertain  very  favourable  Opinions  of  our  own 
Behaviour :  and  even  when  we  fee  it  to  be 
wrong,  if  we  are  of  low  Degree,  we  hope  to  ' 
be  palTed  over  as  inconliderable ;  if  of  high,  to 
be  treated  hereafter  with  fome  peculiar  Tender- 
nefs  and  Deference.  But  God  is  no  Refpeffier  of 
Perfons  w  :  the  meaneft  is  not  beneath  his  No- 
tice ;  the  greateft  is  not  above  his  Power ;  the 
Difference  between  them  is  as  Nothing  in  his 
Eyes ;  and  both  mall  be  punifhed  or  rewarded 
according  to  their  Deeds.  May  he  therefore 
grant  us  all  to  take  immediately  the  only  Me- 
thod of  (hunning  his  Wrath,  and  fecuring  his 
Favour,  by  confidering  our  Ways  impartially, 

*  A£b  x.  34. 
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for  elfe  we  may  believe  Things  to  be  allow* 
able,  nay  commendable,  which  are  highly  cri- 
minal :  by  holding  faft  our  Integrity,  fo  far  as 
we  have  hitherto  preferved  it  :  by  ceajing  to  do 
Evil  and  learning  to  do  wet/t  in  whatever  Re- 
fpects  we  are  faulty  or  deficient :  by  Faith  in 
his  Mercy  for  Pardon,  and  his  Grace  for 
Strength,  through  the  Merits  and  Mediation  of 
our  bleffed  Redeemer :  to  whom,  &c. 
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2  SAM.  xii.   13. 

David  faid  unto  Nathan,  I  have  jinned 
again/I  the  Lord.  And  Nathan  faid  unto  Da- 
vid, The  Lord  alfo  hath  put  away  thy  Sin : 
tkou  /halt  not  die. 

IN  holy  Scripture,  not  only  the  great  and 
good  Actions  of  pious  Perfons  are  'written 
for  our  Learning  •%  that  we  may  admire,  and,  as 
far  as  we  are  concerned,  imitate  them  ;  but 
their  chief  Trartfgremons  alfo  are  recorded,  for 
a  Caution  to  be  on  our  Guard,  and  a  Direction* 
if,  like  them,  we  have  done  amifs,  like  them, 
to  repent  and  reform.  Amongft  all  the  Inflances 
of  this  Kind,  there  is  none  more  fruitful  of  In- 
ftrudtion*  than  that  well-known  Hiftory  of  Da- 
tt/Vs  being  feduced  from  a  religious  Courfe  of 
Life  to  moft  dreadful  WickednelSj  and  continu* 
ing  regardlefs  of  his  Guilt,  till  the  Prophet  Na- 
than at  Length  having  awakened  him  to  a  Senfe 
*  Rom*  xv.  4. 
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of  it,  by  a  home  Application  of  the  parallel 
Cafe  of  the  poor  Man  and  the  Ewe  Lamb, 
brought  him  to  the  Confeffioi>,  and  adminifter- 
ed  to  him  the  Comfort,  expreffed  in  the  Text. 
There  are  many  Circumilances  in  this  Nar- 
ration, which  may  and  ought  to  remind  us  of 
Truths,  in  which  we  are  too  nearly  interefled. 
But  the  principal  of  them  will  be  comprehend- 
ed, if  we  learn  from  it  the  following  Points  of 
Do&rine. 

I.  That,  without  continual  Care,  the  befl  of 
Men  may  be  led  into  the  worft  of  Crimes. 

II.  That  we  are  all  very  apt  to  overlook  our 
own  Faults,   and  yet  to  be  extremely  quick- 
fighted  and  fevere  in  Relation  to  thofe  of  others. 

III.  That  as  foon  as  ever  we  are,  by   any 
Means,  made  fenlible  of  our  Offences,  we  mould 
acknowledge  them  with  due  Penitence. 

IV.  That,  on  doing  this,  the  greater!  Sins 
will  be  forgiven  us.     Yet, 

V.  That  Sins,  even  after  they  are  forgiven, 
produce  frequently  fuch  lamentable  Confequen- 
ces,  that,  on  this  Account,  amongft  others,  In- 
nocence is  greatly  preferable  to  the  trueil  Re- 
pentance. 

I.  That,  without  continual  Care,  the  befl  of 
Men  may  be  led  into  the  worlt  of  Crimes. 

David, 
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David,  we  are  told  in  holy  Writ,  was  a  Man 
after  God's  oivn  Heart  b :  who  did  that  which 
was  right  in  the  Eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  turned  not 
ajidefrom  any  Thing  that  he  commanded  him,  att 
the  Days  of  his  Life,  fave  only  in  the  Matter  of 
Uriah  the  Hittite  c.  Such  high  Expreflions  are 
never  to  be  interpreted  of  any  mere  Man  in  the 
utmoft  Rigour  :  but  the  loweft  Meaning  muft 
be,  that  he  was,  on  the  Whole,  to  a  very  high 
Degree,  innocent  of  known  deliberate  Sin ;  and 
exemplary  for  Piety  and  Virtue,  to  the  Age  he 
lived  in  :  when  even  they,  who  in  fome  Things 
were  favoured  with  Revelations  from  nbove, 
were  in  others,  being  left  to  their  own  Reafon, 
lefs  enlightened  than  common  Chriftians  arc 
now,  and  therefore  intitled  to  a  more  favour- 
able Judgement.  But  independently  on  this 
Confideration,  Davids  Eminence  in  Goodnefs 
appears  from  many  excellent  Actions,  related 
throughout  the  Book  of  Samuel:  and  the  Pfalms* 
written  by  him,  are  everlafting  Inftances  of  his 
fervent  Devotion,  his  reverent  Efteem  of  God's 
Law,  his  Watchfulnefs  over  his  own  Spirit. 
Nay,  indeed,  there  is  one  Inftance  in  which  he 
appears  to  have  been  fcrupulous  even  to  an  Ex- 
tremity of  Delicacy  :  when  his  Heart  fmote  him, 

h  I  Sam.  xiii.  14.     Afts  xiii.  22.  c  I  Kings  xv.  5. 
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that  he  had  cut  off  the  Skirt  of  Saul's  Garment", 
Suppofe,  now,  the  Prophet  Nathan  had  fore- 
told concerning  fuch  a  Man  as  this,  that  in  a 
little  Time  he  would  commit  the  capital  Sin  of 
Adultery;  and,  when  the  Scheme  which  he  had 
framed  to  hide  it  was  fruflrated,  would  calmly 
contrive  to  murder  by  Treachery  the  Man 
whom  he  had  injured,  intruft  others  with  his 
Purpofe,  execute  it  by  their  Means,  and  trium- 
phantly take  his  Wife  home  to  himfelf :  who 
could  poffibly  have  believed  the  Prediction  -9 
or  how  could  David  have  received  the  moft  re- 
fpediful  Warning  againfl  fuch  Enormities,  but 
with  Contempt  or  Indignation  ?  Yet  fo  it  was : 
even  this  good  Man,  even  when  grown  old  in 
Religion,  was  guilty  of  Deeds,  which  many 
habitual  Sinners,  though  prompted  by  youth- 
ful Paflion,  and  unreftrained  by  the  Fear  of 
God,  would  ftill  have  abhorred. 

And  if  this  was  the  Cafe  of  D<rj/V,then  let  him 
that  thmketh  hejlandeth,  take  Heed  left  befall*. 
Few,  it  may  be  doubted,  have  the  fame  Warmth 
of  right  Refolutionj  but  all  have  the  fame  de- 
ceitful Nature  :  and  therefore  we  muft  all  be 
continually  attentive;  or  we  know  not  into  what 
Abominations  we  may  be  drawn.  Every  Man 
d  i  Sara.  xxiv.  5.  c  ,  c0r.  St  I2. 
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hath  within  him  the  Principles  of  every  bad 
Adion,  that  the  worft  Man  ever  did.  And 
though  in  fome  they  are  languid,  and  feem 
fcarce  alive  ;  yet,  if  foftered  by  Indulgence, 
they  will  foon  grow  to  incredible  Strength  : 
nay,  if  only  left  to  themfelves,  will,  in  Seafons 
favourable  to  them,  fhoot  up,  and  over-run  the 
Heart,  with  fuch  furprifing  Quicknefs,  that  all 
the  good  Seed  {hall  be  choked  on  a  fudden  by 
Tares,  which  we  never  imagined  had  been 
v/ithin  us.  And  what  increafes  the  Danger  is, 
that  each  of  us  hath  fome  wrong  Inclination  or 
other,  it  is  well  if  not  feveral,  beyond  the  reft 
natural  to  us,  and  the  Growth  of  the  Soil. 
Thefe,  therefore,  we  muft  be  efpecially  diligent 
to  keep  under,  and  weed  out  the  leaft  Fibres 
of  them  that  we  can  perceive  :  elfe  we  mall 
find  them  Roots  ofBitternefs,  continually^r/'/Tg-- 
ing  up  to  trouble  and  defile  us f.  Then,  befides 
all  our  inward  Weaknefles,  the  World  about 
us  is  thick  fet  round  with  Snares,  differently 
formed:  fome  provoking  us  to  immoderate 
Paffion,  or  envious  Malignity ;  fome  alluring 
us  with  forbidden  Pleafures,  or  foftening  us 
into  Supinenefs  and  Indolence,  or  overcharging 
J3ur  Hearts  'with  the  Cares  of  this  Life*,  or 
f  Heb.  xii.  15.  8  Luke  xxi.  34. 
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bribing  us  with  Hopes  of  unlawful  Gain  to  do 
ill,  or  terrifying  us  with  a  Profpect  of  Sufferings 
for  doing  well.  Delufive  Suggeftions,  indeed, 
every  one  of  them ;  but  of  fpecious  Appear-* 
ance,  unlefs  we  examine  them  thoroughly,  un-^ 
lefs  we  look  beyond  them.  And  as  more  or 
fewer  of  thefe  Temptations  are  almofl  conftant- 
ly,  and  often  fuddenly,  attacking  us,  to  which 
the  Wicked  one  will  not  fail  to  fuperadd  his 
own  fecret  Infmuations,  as  far  as  ever  he  is  per-? 
mitted;  the  Hazard  of  our  Situation  is  very 
evident,  and  our  Watchfulnefs  ought  furely  to 
be  in  Proportion  to  it. 

Not  that,  with  all  this,  we  have  the  leafl 
Caufe  to  be  dimeartened,  but  only  on  our 
Guard.  He  that  imagines  himfelf  to  be  fafe, 
never  is  fo  :  but  they,  who  keep  in  their  Minds 
aSenfe  of  their  Danger,  and  pray  for,  and  truft 
in,  Help  from  God,  will  always  be  able  to  avoid 
or  go  through  it.  Temptation  hath  no  Power, 
the  great  Tempter  himfelf  hath  no  Power,  but 
that  of  ufing  Perfuafion.  Forced  we  cannot  be, 
fo  long  as  we  are  true  to  ourfelves.  Our  own 
Confent  muft  be  our  own  giving  :  and  without 
it,  the  reft  is  Nothing.  For  then  only,  in  Effect, 
St.  James  tell  us  h,  is  every  Man  tempted,  when 

h  James  I.  14. 
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he  is  drawn  away  of  his  own  Litft  and  enticed. 
That  we  are  liable  to  Sin,  therefore,  ought  to 
be  no  Difcouragement,  and  can  be  no  JufUfi- 
cation,  to  us :  for,  by  the  AfTiftance  of  Heaven, 
though  not  elfe,  we  may  efcape  it,  if  we  will : 
and  that  Affiftance  is  exprefsly  promifed  to  our 
Endeavours  and  our  Prayers.  Re/ift  the  Devi/, 
and  he  will  fee  from  you :  draw  nigh  to  God,  and 
he  will  draw  nigh  to  you  \  But  to  the  ftricteft 
Vigilance  it  muft  be  a  powerful  Incitement,  to 
coniider,  how  often  we,  how  often  Perfons 
much  better  than  we,  have,  merely  through 
Want  of  Vigilance,  been  guilty  of  fuch  Tranf- 
greffions  as  could  never  have  been  fufpected. 
But,  indeed,  when  once  we  allow  ourfelves  to 
go  wrong,  we  can  neither  know  nor  guefs  how 
far  we  mail  go. 

David  at  lirffc  violated  only  the  Rules  of  De- 
cency, which  he  might  eafily  have  obferved,  and 
have  turned  away  his  Eyes  from  an  improper 
Object.  This,  which  doubtlefs  he  was  willing 
to  think  a  very  pardonable  Gratification  of  No- 
thing worfe  than  Curiofity,  carried  him  on  far 
beyond  his  firft  Intention,  to  the  heinous  Crime 
of  Adultery.  There,  undoubtedly,  he  defigned 
to  flop,  and  keep  what  had  parTed  fecret  from 

1  James  iv.  7,  8. 
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all  the  World.  But  Virtue  hath  Ground  to. 
ftand  upon  ;  Vice  hath  not :  arid,  if  we  give 
Way  at  all,  the  Tendency  downward  increafes 
every  Moment.  Sometimes  the  treacherous 
Pleafantnefs  of  the  Path  invites  us  to  ftray  a 
little  farther,  though  we  are  fenfible  it  defcends 
to  the  Gates  of  Hell,  Sometimes  the  Conici- 
oufnefs,  that  we  are  guilty  already,  tempts  us 
to  fancy  it  immaterial  how  much  more  we  be- 
come  fo :  without  reflecting,  that  by  every  Sin 
which  we  add,  we  diminim  the  Hope  of  Retreat, 
and  augment  the  Weight  of  our  Condemnation. 
Sometimes  again,  as  in  the  Cafe  before  us,  one 
Ac~l  of  Wickednefs  requires  another,  or  many 
more,  to  cover  it :  and  they,  whom  no  Fear 
of  God,  or  Shame  of  doing  Evil,  could  awe 
iiifficiently,  have  yet  fuch  a  prepoflerous  Fear 
of  Men,  and  Shame  of  being  found  out,  that,  to 
avoid  a  Difcovery,  they  will  commit  ftill  worfe 
Evil,  and  then  be  difcovered  at  laft.  Thus  did 
David.  After  he  had  tried  in  vain  to  conceal 
his  Adultery  from  Uriah  by  an  Artifice,  which 
the  gallant  Soldier,  without  knowing  it,  difap- 
pointed  from  a  Principle  of  Honour ;  he  was 
driven  to  the  moil  horrible  of  all  Wickednefs, 
Murder ;  and  a  Murder  too,  accompanied  with 
the  heaviefl  Aggravations :  deliberately  planned, 
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brought  about  by  Treachery,  in  which  alfo  he 
involved  the  General  at  leaft,  if  not  many  others 
pf  the  Army,  as  his  Inftruments :  and  made  the 
poor  Man  himfelf,  as  if  he  had  not  been  injured 
and  deceived  enough  before,  the  Bearer  of  thofe 
Letters,  which  doomed  him  to  die,  innocent  of 
all  Mifbehaviour,  of  all  Imputation  of  Mifbe-r 
haviour,  and  valiantly  fighting  for  his  Sove- 
reign, by  whom  he  was  betrayed  and  aiTaff 
iinated. 

In  this  dreadful  Manner  was  one,  who  had 
been  till  then  of  an  excellent  Character,  hurried 
on,  from  a  fingle,  and  feemingly  flight,  Indul- 
gence, into  the  Depth  of  the  grofleft  and  moft 
fhocking  Villanies.  And  in  the  like  Manner 
may  any  one,  if  he  is  not  upon  his  Guard 
againft  the  Deceitfufaefsof  Sin*,  be  hurried  un-r 
awares  to  his  final  Deitrudlion.  That  Sin,  in- 
deed, with  which  David  began,  h  peculiarly  in- 
fnaring  and  pernicious.  The  lower  Degrees 
of  Immodefty  lead  on  imperceptibly  to  the  mofl 
unlawful  Familiarities.  Thefe  entangle  Perfons 
in  a  Variety  of  Difficulties,  that  reduce  them 
to  do  the  bafeft  and  cruelleft  Things  that  can 
be.  And  particularly  as  Unchaftity  induced 
David  to  Treachery  and  Murder,  fo  there^  hath 

kHcb.  iii.  13. 
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been  in  all  Times  more  Treachery,  and  more 
Murder,  of  Rivals,  of  poor  innocent  Children, 
of  one  another,  of  themfelves,  occaiioned  by  it, 
than  perhaps  by  any  other  Tranfgreflion  what- 
ever. 

But  all  others  have,  in  their  feveral  Propor- 
tions, the  Tendency  of  finking  us  into  deeper 
Guilt.  LeiTer  Inflances  of  Difhonefly  lead,  often 
by  flow,  but  ufually  fure,  Steps,  to  the  more 
enormous  and  capital  Crimes  of  that  Sort. 
Leffer  Inftances  of  undue  Pariimony  grow  in- 
fenfibly  into  the  meanefb  and  moil  fordid  Ava- 
rice :  leffer  Inflances  of  Greedinefs  of  Gain, 
into  the  moil  hard-hearted  Rapacioufnefs.  And 
on  the  other  Hand,  little  Negligences  in  their 
Affairs,  little  Affectations  of  living  above  their 
Ability,  little  Pieces  of  expenfive  Vanity  and 
Extravagance,  are  the  diredt  Road  to  thofe  con- 
firmed Habits  of  Careleffnefs  and  Prodigality, 
by  which  People  foolimly  and  wickedly  ruin 
themfelves  and  their  Families,  and  too  com- 
monly others  befides  their  own.  After  the 
&me  Manner,  flight  Expreffions,  in  Words  or 
Behaviour,  of  Contempt  or  Ill-humour,  eafily 
fwell  into  the  fiercer!  Contention,  the  bitterefl 
Pvefcntment,  the  moft  rancorous  Hatred.  And, 
to  ir-ecify  no  more  Particulars,  mere  indolent 
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OmhTions  of  religious  Duties,  public  or  private, 
leave  our  Sentiments  of  Piety  to  languifh  and 
decay,  till  we  become  utterly  unmindful  of  our 
eternal  Intereft  :  and,  it  may  be,  at  laft,  profane 
Scoffers  and  Blafphemers  againft  God.  Al- 
ways, therefore,  beware  of  fmall  Sins.  Great 
ones  carry  fomething  in  them,  that  ftartles  and 
alarms  :  but  thefe,  infmuating  themfelves  more 
gently,  gain  Admittance  more  readily ;  and  fo, 
as  the  Son  of  Siracb  wifely  obferves,  He  that 
contemneth  little  things,  fiallfall  by  little  and 
little\ 

II.  The  next  Point  to  be  obferved  from  this 
Part  of  Scripture-hiftory  is,  that  Men  are  very 
apt  to  overlook  their  own  Mifdemeanors,  and 
yet  to  be  extremely  quick-fighted  and  fevere  in 
Relation  tothofe  of  others. 

The  Fads  which  JDavidh&d  committed  were 
the  plaineft,  the  moil  palpable,  the  moil  cry- 
ing Sins,  that  could  be  :  Nothing,  one  mould 
think,  to  excufe  them;  Nothing  to  difguife 
them ;  no  Name  but  their  own  to  call  them 
by  :  Adultery,  Falfehood,  Murder.  From  the 
firil  to  the  laft  there  muft  have  intervened 
fome  confiderable  Space  of  Time,  with  a  great 
deal  of  Thought  upon  the  Subject  :  yet  no  Re- 

1  Ecclas.  xix.  i. 
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flexion  that  deterred  him  from  profecuting  hi& 
wicked  Schemes.  Even  after  the  Murder,  many 
Months  appear  to  have  palled  hefore  Nathan 
was  fent  to  him :  ftill  David  had  not  recollect- 
ed himfelf,  but  feemed  to  go  on  in  perfect 
Tranquillity.  Nay,  which  is  more  aftoniming 
than  the  reft,  when  the  Prophet  had  contrived 
a  Story  on  Purpofe  to  convict  him  of  his  Guilt, 
rep refen ting  the  firft  Part,  of  it  fo  exactly,  that 
Nothing,  which  was  not  the  fame  under  dif- 
ferent Names,  could  he  liker,  it  never  once 
brought  it,  fo  far  as  appears,  to  his  Memory. 
Yet  all  this  while  he  had  not,  in  the  leaft  De- 
gree, loft  the  Senfe  of  what  was  right  and 
wrong  in  general.  So  far  from  it,  that  he  was 
moved  with  the  moft  vehement  Abhorrence  of 
the  rich  Man's  barbarous  Injuftice  and  Oppref- 
fion,  in  taking  away  his  poor  Neighbour's 
Lamb  from  him,  when  he  had  Plenty  of  his 
own.  And  DavidV  Anger  was  greatly  kindled 
againjl  the  Man  :  and  he  faid  to  Nathan,  As  the 
Lord  Iheth,  the  Man,  that  hath  done  this  'Thing, 
Jhallfurely  die :  and  hcjhatt  rejlore  the  Lamb  four- 
fold, becaufe  he  did  this  Thing,  and  becaufe  he  had 
no  Pity.  And  Nathan  faid  to  David,  Thou  art 
the  Man. 

How 
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How  furprifmg  a  Blow  muft  this  be  !  In  the 
Midft  of  his  Wrath,  when,  forgetful  of  his 
own  Iniquity,  he  had  not  only  adjudged  a  Per- 
fon,  much  lefs  culpable,  to  pay  the  legal  Penal- 
ty of  a  quadruple  Reftitution,  but,  from  excef- 
five  Deteftation  of  his  Crime,  indeed  a  hateful 
one,  had  even,  contrary  to  Law,  pronounced 
Sentence  of  Death  upon  him  ;  then  to  be  told, 
Thou  art  the  Man  !  Let  us  often  think  of  this 
Cafe  :  and  as  often  remember,  that,  with  equal 
Truth,  though  God  forbid  it  ihould  be  in  an 
equal  Meafure,  the  fame  Thing  holds  concern- 
ing every  one  of  us.  We  all  know  our  Duty, 
or  eafily  may :  we  are  all  abundantly  ready  at 
feeing  and  cenfuring  what  others  do  amifs : 
and  yet  we  all  continue,  more  or  lefs,  to  do 
amifs  ourfelves,  without  regarding  it.  The 
main  Precepts  of  Life,  fuch  as  we  are  moft  apt 
to  fail  in,  are  partly  obvious  to  Reafon,  partly 
taught  with  fufficient  Clearnefs  by  Revelation. 
And  though,  for  Want  of  cultivating  their 
own  Underftandings,  or  hearkening  to  God's 
Word,  fome  wicked  Adlions,  plaufibly  difguif- 
ed,  may  be  efleemed,  by  too  many,  allowable, 
or  even  laudable ;  yet  the  Maik  is  not  hard  to 
pull  off;  and  the  more  heinous  Sort,  indeed  the 
higher  Degrees  of  all,  have  a  Deformity  al- 
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moil  incapable  of  being  hidden.  Let  all  the 
Sophiftry  in  the  World  recommend,  let  all  the 
Powers  upon  Earth  enjoin,  Irreligion,  Cruelty, 
Fraud,  promifcuous  Lewdnefs :  it  will,  not- 
withftanding,  be  altogether  impoffible,  either 
to  make  the  Practice  of  them  tolerable  to  So- 
ciety, or  to  change  in  all  the  inward  Abhor- 
rence of  them,  which  Mankind  in  general  are 
led  by  Nature  to  entertain.  It  is  true,  where 
Iniquity  of  any  Kind  is  once  publicly  practifed 
and  allowed^  human  Minds  are  apt  to  be  ftrange- 
ly  blinded  in  Relation  to  it,  efpecially  if  they 
have  no  Revelation  from  above  to  direct  them. 
And  even  though  the  Bulk  of  a  Nation  be  more 
enlightened  and  more  virtuous,  yet,  in  fome 
Perfons,  on  fome  Occafions,  natural  Sentiments 
may  be  weakened  or  depraved,  by  early  wrong 
Notions  and  immoral  Habits ;  as  in  others  com- 
mon Underflanding  is  impaired,  or  loft,  by  bo- 
dily Diforders.  It  may  alfo  in  Cafes  of  Intri- 
cacy be  doubted,  whether  fuch  an  Action  de- 
ferves  fuch  a  Name  ;  while  yet,  if  it  doth,  it  is 
allowed  to  be  bad.  But  flill  the  Majority  even 
of  Heathens,  and  furely  then  of  ChrifKans,  do 
or  may,  for  the  moft  Part,  as  clearly  difcern 
what  is  blameable  and  commendable,  as  what 
is  crooked  and  {freight.  Let  this  be  tried  in  a 
4  Tranfaction 
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Tranfadlion  of  any  diftant  Age  or  Country,  or 
in  a  feigned  Piece  of  Hiftory,  fuch  as  the  Pro- 
phet invented  for  David;  and,  unlcfs  they  fuf- 
peft  it  to  be  defigned  as  a  Parallel  for  them- 
felves,  they  will  very  feldom  fail,  if  they  con- 
fider  at  all,  of  pafling  a  righteous  Sentence.    Let 
it  be  tried  in  the  Conduct  of  an  Acquaintance 
or  Contemporary  ;  the  principal  Danger  will 
be,  of  a  Sentence  too  rigorous.     For  if  the  Sin, 
brought  in  Queftion  before  us,  be  one  to  which 
we  have  no  Inclination,  we  mall  be  fure  to  cen- 
fure  it  without  the  leafl  Mercy.     And  though 
it  be  one  of  which  we  have  been  guilty,  pro- 
vided our  Guilt  be  unknown  or  forgotten,  we 
can  ufually  declare  againft  it  as  harfhly,  as  the 
moft  innocent  Perfon  alive.     Or  how  moderate 
foever  the  Confcioufnefs  of  our  own  paft  Beha- 
viour might  otherwife  difpofe  us  to  be :  yet  if 
once  we  come  to  be  Sufferers  ourfelves  by  the 
fame  Kind  of  Sins,  which  we  have  formerly  in- 
dulged, and  perhaps  often  made  others  fuffer  by 
them,  then  we  can  be  immoderately  loud  in 
our  Complaints  of  what  formerly  we  fancied,  or 
pretended,  had  little  or  no  Hurt  in  it.  Nay,  with- 
out any  fuch  Provocation,  few  Things  are  com- 
moner, than  to  hear  People  condemn  their  own. 
Faults  in  thofe  around  them :  and,  fometimes 
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poffibly  to  blind  the  World,  but  very  frequent- 
ly becaufe  they  are  blind  to  themfelves,  vehe- 
mently exclaiming  againft  Vices,  to  which,  if 
all  that  know  them  are  not  ftrangely  miflaken; 
they  are  moft  notorioufly  addicted.  Not  un- 
commonly, indeed,  this  is  the  true  Reafon  of 
fuch  Inve&ives;  One  Man's  Pride  or  Selfifh- 
nefs  ftands  in  the  Way  of  another,  juft  as  proud, 
or  as  felfifh :  and  he  hath  no  Patience  to  fee 
any  one  elfe  do  what  he  wants  to  do  without 
Con  troll. 

Now  thefe  Instances  prove  We  are  convinced, 
that  all  Sorts  of  Sins  are  wrong :  only  we  err 
in  the  Application  of  our  Conviction.  No 
one's  Failings  efcape  us,  but  our  own :  and  of 
them  the  moft  glaring  efcape  us.  Self-love 
perfuades  us  to  think  favourably  of  our  Conduct 
in  general :  a  fecret  Sufpicion,  which  we  labour 
to  ftifie,  retrains  us  from  examining  much  into 
Particulars :  what  we  are  itrongly  difpofed  to  do, 
we  think  we  muft,  for  the  Sake  of  inward  Peace, 
endeavour  to  believe  harmlefs  or  excufable  : 
this  puts  us  on  feeking  out  for  real  or  imagi- 
nary  Differences  of  Circumftances,  which,  we 
flatter  ourfelves,  make  that  either  innocent,  or 
nearly  fo,  in  us,  which  in  others  ought  not  to- 
be  born.  Then,  in  fome  Things,  the  Bounds 

between 
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between  lawful  and  unlawful  are  hard  to  be 
exactly  determined.  Now  unfair  Minds  lay 
hold  on  thefe  Difficulties  with  inexpreffible 
Eagernefs  :  and  chuiing,  not,  as  they  fhould, 
the  fafer  Side,  but  that,  to  which  the  Bias 
within  attracts  them,  proceed,  under  the  Cover 
of  fuch  Doubts,  to  the  mod  undoubted 
Wickednefs :  as  if,  becaufe  it  is  not  eafy  to  fay 
precifely,  at  what  Moment  of  the  Evening 
Light  ends  and  Darknefs  begins,  therefore 
Midnight  could  not  be  diftinguifhed  from 
Noon-day.  Thus,  becaufe  it  cannot  be  afcer- 
tained,  juit  how  much  every  one  ought  to  give 
in  Charity,  too  many  will  give  Nothing,  or 
next  to  Nothing.  Becaufe  the  Price  of  Labour, 
and  of  the  Commodities  produced  by  it,  have 
no  abfolute  Standard  ;  they  will  to  the  utmoffc 
opprefs  the  Poor  in  their  Wages,  or  the  Valu- 
ation of  what  they  bring  to  fell  ;  and  neverthe- 
lefs  make  the  moil  unconfcionable  Demands  on 
thofe,  who  come  to  buy  of  them.  Becaufe  no 
one  can  fettle  to  a  Nicety,  what  Sobriety  and 
Temperance  permit,  and  no  more  :  therefor® 
Men  will  feed  themfehes  without  Fear m,  and 
tarry  long  at  the  Wine n,  make  their  Belly  their 
God.,  and  glory  in  their  Shame  °.  Becaufe  it  cannot 

m  Judc  12.  B  Prov.  xxiii.  30.  "Phil.  iii.  19. 
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be  exadly  decided,  how  much  Time  is  the 
moft  that  we  may  allowably  fpend  in  Recreation 
and  Amufement:  therefore  Multitudes  will  con- 
fume  almoft  the  Whole  of  their  Days  in  Trifling 
and  Levity  and  Folly,  inftead  of  applying  to 
the  proper  Bufinefs  of  Life,  in  order  to  give 
their  Account  with  Joy  to  him,  who  ft  all  judge 
the  <%uick  and  the  Dead p. 

Thefe  and  the  like  Things  they  will,  fome 
of  them,  defend  and  palliate  with  wonderful 
Acutenefs  ;  defigned  partly  to  excufe  them  to 
others,  but  chiefly  to  deceive  and  pacify  them- 
felves.  Not  that  they  ever  attain  either  of 
thefe  Ends.  For  their  Neighbours,  after  all, 
juft  as  -plainly  perceive  their  Faults,  as  they 
perceive  thofe  of  their  Neighbours.  And  it  is 
but  a  half  Deceit,  that  they  put  upon  their 
own  Souls.  Every  now  and  then  they  fee 
through  it,,  whether  they  will  or  will  not :  fee 
a  very  threatening  Profpedt  before  them :  and, 
though  they  do  fhut  their  Eyes,  and  flumber 
again,  and  tell  themfelves  all  is  Peace  ;  yet 
this  Dream  of  Security -is  but  a  "very  difrurbed 
one  :  Nothing  like  the  clear  and  joyful  Per- 
ception, that  he  hath,  whofe  Confcience  is 
thoroughly  awake,  and  afiures  him  of  his  own 
I  v  Heb.  xiii.  17.  i  Pet.  iv.  5. 

Innocence, 
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Innocence,  or  true  Repentance,  and  Intereft  in 
the  Pardon,  which  his  Redeerrier  hath  pur- 
chafed.  But  in  however  jlrong  Delufion q  God 
may  permit  them  to  remain  at  prefent  :  how- 
can  they  be  fure,  but  ere  long  Remorfe  may 
feize  them,  an  Adverfary  expofe  them,  a  Friend 
rebuke  them  :  one  Way  or  other,  the  Cafe  of 
David,  who  doubtlefs  thought  he  was  exceed- 
ingly fafe,  become  theirs ;  and  fome  Voice  pro- 
claim aloud  to  them,  what  they  are  afraid  of 
whifpering  to  themfelves,  T/jott  art  the  Man  ! 
Though  indeed,  could  we  effectually  impofe  on 
all  the  World,  and  our  own  Minds  too  ;  could 
this  Impolition  lait  to  our  Life's  End,  and  not 
vanim  at  the  Approach  of  Death,  which  com- 
monly reprefents  to  the  guilty  their  paft  Con- 
duct in  a  very  new  and  tremendous  Light  ; 
What  could  we  .get  by  it,  but  more  certain  and 
exquifite  Mifery  ? 

Therefore  one  of  the  happier!  Things  ima- 
ginable is,  being  made  fenfible  of  our  Sins  in 
Time  :  and  the  firft  Step  to  that  is,  reflecting 
how  liable  we  are,  both  to  commit  them  and 
to  overlook  them.  If  fuch  a  one  as  "David  could 
fall  into  fuch  Trahfgreffions  as  he  did,  and  con- 
tinue in  them  fo  long,  and  forget  them  fo  in- 

"2  Theff.  ii.  n. 

X  2  tirely : 
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tirely  :  into  how  many  grots  ones,  into  how 
many  more  fpeciouily  coloured  over,  may  we 
have  fallen  in  the  Courfe  of  our  Lives,  negli- 
gent as  we  are  !  And  how  pollible  is  it,  unlefs 
we  have  faithfully  fearched  our  Hearts,  that  we 
may  be  thoughtlefsly  going  on  to  a  future  State, 
and  fome  of  us  near  it,  under  heavy  Loads  of 
complicated  Guilt !  Surely  Self-infpection  then 
isabfolutely  neceflary  :  and  if  we  fet  about  the 
Work  honeftly,  it  is  by  no  Means  difficult. 
What  pafTes  within  our  Breafts  is  not  far  from 
us :  what  hath  pafled  there  formerly  may,  -  in 
general,  be  recollected  :  and  what  we  are  ufu- 
ally  forced  to  take  much  Pains  to  hide  from 
ourfelves,  we  may,  if  we  will,  foon  lay  open. 
Let  us  each,  therefore,  confider  ferioufly,  as 
Perfons  whofe  Interefl  lies  in  difcovering,  not 
concealing  :  Is  there  no  Way  of  Wickednefs  in 
me  r,  no  Blot  upon  my  Conduct  and  Character  ? 
No  Failing,  that  I  mould  reproach  my  Neigh- 
bour for ;  none  that  my  Enemy  or  Ill-wimer, 
at  leaft  if  he  knew  all,  as  I  do,  and  God  doth, 
could  reproach  me  for  ?  Are  there  not,  indeed, 
feveral  Things  of  this  Kind,  and  how  many, 
and  what  are  they  ?  For  it  is  my  Concern  to 
know  them  all  -,  and  to  think,  what  the  End  of 
T  Pfal.  cxxxix.  24. 

all 
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all  will  be.  Such  an  Inquiry  as  this  would  call 
off  our  Attention  from  the  too  pleafmg  Employ- 
ment of  judging  thofe  around  us,  to  a  more  im- 
portant Trial  within.  We  mould  fee,  that  if 
they  have  Faults,  fo  have  we  likewife  great 
ones,  though  it  may  be  of  different  Kinds :  and 
which  are  worfe  upon  the  Whole,  is  for  God 
alone  to  determine.  Our  common  Guilt  acquits 
neither  before  him,  excufes  neither  for  the  mu- 
tual Injuries  they  do,  authorifes  neither  to  dif- 
regard  the  Cenfure  of  the  World :  but  this  Ef- 
fect the  Senfe,  how  blameworthy  we  all  are, 
mould  certainly  have :  it  mould  retrain  even 
the  beft  of  us  from  reproving  with  Haughtinefs, 
and  puniftiing  with  Severity :  it  mould  incline 
the  more  obnoxious  to  be  Singularly  gentle  and 
mild  in  Relation  to  Offenders  :  and  it  mould 
inftruct  us  every  one  to  think  and  acl:  with 
great  Charity  towards  others,  and  employ  our 
Zeal  chiefly,  where  there  will  feldom  be  Dan- 
ger of  Excefs,  in  correcting  and  reforming  our- 
felves.  But  this  would  bring  me  to  the  third 
Head  :  to  which  I  mufl  not  proceed  at  prefent: 
and  fhall  therefore  conclude  with  begging  you 
to  obferve,  concerning  what  you  have  heard 
already,  that  you  will  never  become  either  duly 
fenfible  of  your  finful  Difpofitions  and  adlual 
X  3  Tranf- 
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Tranfgrcflions,  or  able  to  amend  what  you  do 
find  of  them,  unlefs  you  are  firft  excited,  and 
then  ailifted,  by  the  Grace  of  our  blefTed  Savi- 
our, without  whom  we  can  do  Nothing s.  There- 
fore, whenever  Duties  of  any  Kind  are  prefled 
upon  you,  always  remember,  whether  you  are 
told  it  or  not,  that  you  muft  pray  as  well  as  en- 
deavour :  .pray  in  his  Namej  and  through  Faith 
in  his  Blood*,  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us  Wif- 
domy  and  Right  eoitfnefs,  and  San£tification>  and 
Redemption  ° :  fully  allured,  that,  weak  as  we 
are  in  ourfelves,  we  can  do  all  things  through 
Cbrift,  which  ftrengtheneth  us  x „•  to  whom  there- 
fore, &c. 


'  ]o\in  xv.  5.  *  Rom.  iii.  25.  *  I  Cor.  i,  30* 
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2  SAM.  xii.   13. 

And  David  faid  unto  Nathan,  I  have  finned 
agatnft  the  Lord :  and  Nathan  faid  unto  Da- 
<uid,  The  Lord  alfo  hath  put  away  thy  Sin,  tbou 
fialt  not  die. 

FROM  that  Portion  of  Scripture,  in  which 
thefe  Words    are  contained,  I  lately  re- 
commended to  your  ferious  Notice  the  follow- 
ing Points  of  Doctrine. 

I.  That,  without  continual  Care,  the  beft  of 
Men  may  be  led  into  the  worfl  of  Crimes. 

II.  That  we  are  all  very  apt  to  overlook  our 
own  Faults,  and  yet  to  be  extremely  quick- 
fighted  and  fevere  in  Relation  to  thofe  of  others. 

III.  That  as  foon  as  ever  we  are,  by  any 
Means,  made  fenfible  of  our  Offences,  we  mould 
acknowledge  them  with  due  Penitence. 

IV.  That,  on  doing  this,  the  greateft  Sins 
will  be  forgiven  us.     Yet, 

X  4  V.  That 
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V.  That  Sins,  even  after  they  are  forgiven, 
produce  frequently  fuch  lamentable  Confequen- 
ces,  that  on  this  Account,  amongft  others,  In- 
nocence is  greatly  preferable  to  the  trueft  Re- 
pentance. 

On  the  two  firft  of  thefe  I  have  already  dif- 
courfed :  and  proceed  now  to  the 

III.  That  as  foon  as  we  are,  by  any  Means, 
made  fenfible  of.  our  Offences,  we  ought  to  ac- 
knowledge them  with  due  Penitence. 

David,  it  feems,  till  the  Prophet  came  to 
put  him  on  confidering  his  Ways,  had  not  done 
it  to  any  good  Purpofe,  ever  iince  the  Adultery 
and  Murder  which  he  had  committed  :  though 
a  very  little  Thought  had  been  fufficient,  and 
-it  is  amazing,  that  he  could  avoid  thinking 
enough,  to  mew  him  his  Guilt.  Had  he  con- 
tinued infenfible  of  it,  not  all  his  paft  Piety 
could  have  preferred  him  from  future  Damnati- 
•pn.  For  the  Threatening  which  God  command- 
ed the  Prophet  Ezekiel  to  pronounce,  ever  hath 
been,  and  will  be,  without  Exception,  the  Rule 
qf  his  Proceeding.  Son  of  Man,  fay  unto  the 
Children  of  thy  People,  When  I  fay  to  the  righte- 
ous, that  yefhallfurely  live  :  if  he  truji  to  his  own 
Right  eoufnejs,  antf  commit  Iniquity,  all  his-  Righ- 
•  .  teonfnefs 
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teoufnefs fhall  not  be  remembered2-.  In  his  Trefpafs 
that  he  hath  trefpaffed,  and  in  his  Sin  that  he  hath 
Jinned,  in  tbemfiallhe  die*.  But,  though  it  was 
not  confident  with  infinite  Juftice,  Holinefs 
and  Wifdom,  to  accept  David,  whilft  in  this 
Condition  :  yet  it  was  perfectly  fuitable  to  in- 
finite Goodnefs  to  awaken  him  out  of  it.  Ac- 
cordingly, Nathan  was  fent  to  him  with  a  di- 
vine Commiflion  for  that  Purpofe  :  who  having 
firft  endeavoured,  without  Succefs,  to  execute 
it  in  a  gentler  and  more  refpeclful  Way,  that  of 
infinuating  Admonition,  applied  his  Parable  at 
laft  in  the  plaineft  Words :  nor  was  content 
with  telling  him  directly,  Thou  art  the  Man, 
but,  undoubtedly  finding  it  requifite,  followed 
even  this  Home-charge  yet  farther,  by  laying 
the  Particulars  of  his  Guilt,  with  its  heavy 
Aggravations,  before  his  Eyes. 

And  here  David's  Example  begins  to  be  as 
ufeful  for  our  Imitation,  as  it  had  been  before 
for  our  Warning.  Struck  to  the  very  Heart 
with  the  Senfe  of  fo  many  and  heinous  Iniqui- 
ties, crowding  in  at  once  upon  his  Mind ;  and 
abhorring  himfelf  for  being  able,  firft  to  com- 
mit, and  then  to  overlook  them ;  he  cries  out, 
/  have  finned  againji  the  Lord.  Few  Words,  in- 

a  Ezek.  xxxiii.  12,  13.  b  Ezek.  xviii.  24. 

deed, 
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deed  j  but  greatly  exprefiive ;  and  the  more,  for 
being  few.  Altonimment,  Confufion,  Terror, 
might  well  ftop  the  Utterance  of  more  for  the 
preient,  and  for  no  fmall  Time.  Afterwards 
his  Sorrow  obtained  the  Relief  of  free  Vent  : 
and  his  penitent  Pfalms,  efpecially  the  fifty- 
firft,  cornpofed,  as  the  Title  informs  us,  on 
this  very  Occasion,  exprefs,  moft  pathetically, 
the  Depth  of  his  Humiliation,  and  the  Earneft- 
nefs  of  his  Intreaties  for  Pardon,  even  after  he 
had  been  allured  of  it :  for  ftill  the  Confciouf- 
nefs,  that  he  was  unworthy  to  receive  it,  would 
prompt  him  to  beg  it  continually.  Have  Mercy 
zipon  me,  O  God,  according  to  thy  Loving-kind- 
nefs  :  according  to  the  Multitude  of  thy  tender 
Mercies  blot  out  my  I'ran/greffions.  Waft  me 
thoroughly  from  mine  Iniquity :  and  ckanfe  me 
from  my  Sin.  For  I  acknowledge  my  Tranfgref- 
fwns :  and  my  Sin  is  ever  before  me.  Againft 
tbee,  thee  only,  have  I  finned,  and  done  this  Evil 
in  thy  Sight c.  As  if  he  had  faid,  great  as  my 
Crime  is  againft  my  Fellow-creatures,  it  is  No- 
thing, compared  with  that  againft  my  Creator. 
However  fecure  J  may  be  againft  their  Refcnt- 
ment,  it  yields  me  no  Comfort,  while  I  continue 
*in  Objeft  of  his  Wrath.  You  may  read  over 

e  Pfal.  li,  i,  2,  3,  4. 
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the  reft  in  private :  the  fame  Spirit  breathes  from 
the  Beginning  to  the  End.  Now,  the  King 
might  eafily  have  given  the  Prophet  a  very  dif- 
ferent Reception  :  have  denied  the  Fad,  driven 
him  from  his  Pretence,  confined  him  as  a  Mad- 
man, punimed  him  as  a  falfe  Accufer:  or  might 
have  broke  off  the  Difcourfe  as  foon  as  it  grew 
painful,  pleaded  urgent  Affairs,  and  told  him, 
as  Felix  did  Paul,  even  when  he  trembled  under 
his  Preaching,  Go  thy  Way  for  this  Time :  when 
I  have  a  convenient  Seafon,  I  'will  call  for  thee  d  .- 
a  Seafon  which  he  determined  mould  never 
come.  Nay,  truly,  according  to  modern  Modes 
pf  Thinking,  he  might  have  frankly  owned  the 
Whole :  treated  the  Adultery  as  a  Trifle,  efpeci- 
ally  in  a  Perfon  of  any  Rank ;  and  perhaps  the 
Murder  too,  as  an  undefireable  Confequence 
indeed,  but  an  unavoidable  one,  of  Uriah's  ab- 
furd  Behaviour.  For  Sinners  have  numberlefs 
Arts  to  fence  againft  the  Reproaches  of  others, 
and  to  pacify  themfelves.  But  David  had  now 
too  affecting  a  Conviction  of  the  Horrors  of  the 
State  in  which  he  had  lived  fo  long,  once  to 
think  of  adding  to  it  frefh  Offences  :  and  there- 
fore, without  the  leafl  Anger  at  the  Prophet, 
without  the  lead  Excufe  for  his  own  Conduct, 

d  Acts  xxiv.  25* 

without 
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without  the  leaft  Delay,  he  humbly  confefTes, 
/  have  finned  again/I  the  Lord. 

Let  all  of  us  then,  who  like  David  have 
finned,  in  whatever  Inftance  it  be,  greater  or 
lefs,  repent  like  David  too  :  and,  inftead  of 
perverfely  defending  ourfelves  by  the  bad  Part 
of  his  Example,  refolve  immediately  to  reform 
ourfelves  according  to  the  good.  Better  were  it 
alfo,  that  our  Amendment  mould  be  accom- 
plifhed  by  our  own  private  Reflexions  on  what 
we  have  done  amifs  :  for  this  would  manifeft  a 
greater  Senfibility  of  Heart,  and  Strength  of 
good  Purpofe,  than  if  foreign  Aid  appear  to  be 
wanting.  But  the  Cafe  before  us  plainly  mews, 
that  we  have  fornetimes  absolute  Need  of  other 
Monitors,  befides  that  within.  For  if  a  Man, 
of  fo  much  Piety  and  Difcernment  as  David 
had,  was  fo  long  without  thinking,  and  per- 
haps, left  to  himfelf,  would  never  have  thought 
effectually,  of  fuch  flagrant  Crimes  as  his  were  : 
how  highly  neceflary  is  fome  Remembrancer 
to  the  Generality  of  Perfons,  who  are  fo  defirous 
to  impofe  upon  themfelves,  and  in  the  many 
Points  of  Conduct,  where  that  woril  Kind  of 
Pelufion  is  fo  eafily  practifed  !  As  therefore 
God  appointed  his  Prophets  formerly  by  oc-r 
cafional  and  extraordinary  Commiffions,  he 
4  hath 
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hath  now  given  the  Miniflers  of  his  Word  a 
landing  and  conftant  .one,  to  fieiv  his  People 
their  franfgrej/ion,  andtheHouje  of  Jacob  their 
Sins":     We  have  not,  as   they  had.  often,  the 
Cafes  of  fingle  Pertbns  revealed  to  us,  and  given 
us  in  Charge  :  nor  need  we  now,  when  the  Re- 
turns of  public  Inftruction    and  Exhortation, 
comprehending  all  Cafes,  are  fo  frequent.    We 
are  not  fent  to  this,  or  that  Sinner  by  Name  : 
and  it  is,  but  feldom,  that  we  dare  truft  ourfelves 
to  undertake  voluntarily  a  Matter  of  fuch  De- 
licacy, as  feparate    Reproof  or  Examination  ; 
where  falfe  Reports  and  Opinions,  Prejudices 
and  Paffions,  may  fo  probably  occafion  us  to 
miftake,  or  be  miftaken ;   and  Circumftances 
without  Number  may  produce  Harm  from  our 
Attempt,  inftead  of  Good.     From  this  Place, 
therefore*  we  direct  our  Warnings  to  you.  all  in 
general :  and  deceive  not  yourfelves,  and  injure 
not  us,  by  fufpecling  us  at  any  Time  of  fuch 
Wickednefs  and  Folly,  as  to  think  of  pointing 
from  hence  at  any  one  in  particular.    We  leave 
it  intirely  to  your  own  Confciences  to  tell  each 
of  you  in  your  Turn,  when  your  own  Guilt  is 
touched,  fhou  art  the  Man.     We  hope  they 
tell  you  fo  faithfully,  when  we  little  imagine 
.    elf.  Iviii.  i, 

there 
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there  is  Need  of  it:  and  the  Intent  of  the  Mi- 
niftry  committed  to  us,  is,  that  they  flioulcL 
For  the  Word  of  God,  intrufled  with  us,  un- 
worthy as  we  are,  is  quick  and  powerful-*  and 
Jharper  than  any  two-edged  Sivordy  piercing  even 
to  the  dividing  afunder  of  Soul  and  Spirit,  and  of 
the  joints  and  Mar  row  y  and  Is  a  Difcerner  of  the 
^Thoughts  and  Intents  of  the  Heart  f.  It  is  to  him 
you  lie  open,  and  not  to  us,  when  you  hear 
your  Bofom-Sins  defcribed.  It  is  "from  know- 
ing, chiefly  by  the  Study  of  the  holy  Scriptures, 
what  Mankind  are,  that  we  fpeak,  not  from  In- 
formation what  fuch  or-fuch  a  Man  is,  when 
you  fancy  we  hint  at  the  Failings  of  your 
Neighbours.  Ufe  not  therefore  the  Preaching 
of  theGofpel,  either  for  a  Matter  of  Reproach 
to  them,  or  of  Accusation  againftus  :  but  folely 
in  Subfervience  to  its  important  Defign,  the 
Reformation  of  yourfelves.  Whenever  the 
Picture  of  Deformity,  which  we  draw,  is  not 
your  own  ;  thank  God  for  it,  and  forbear  to 
confider,  whom  it  may  -refemble.  Whenever  it 
is  your  own,  in  Whole  ^or  in  Part,  which  the 
Witneis  within  your  Brtafts  will,  if  permitted, 
•and  perhaps  though  forbidden,  -plainly  fignify 
lo  you;  embrace  the  Conviction  meekly 
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fincerely  :  ftand  not  againil  it,  fly  not  from  it ; 
but  fearch  the  Wound  to  the  Bottom,  and  let 
Repentance  have  its  perfeft  Work  s. 

Indeed,  let  the  Perfon,  that  makes  you  known 
to  yourfelves,  be  'ever  fo  little  authorized  to  do 
it,  ftill  you  are  indifpenfably  concerned  to  take 
Notice  of  it.     If  he  profefs  himfelf  a  Friend, 
he  hath  given  you  the  trueft  and  boldeft  Proof 
of  his  Friendihip,  that  can  be.     If  he  be  a  mere 
Acquaintance  or 'a  Stranger,  but  appear  to  ad- 
monifh  you  with  good  Intention  j  you  ought 
to  efleem  him  for  it  as  long  as  you  live.     And 
were  you  to  believe  him  ever  fo  much  your 
Enemy,  never  let  that  provoke  you  to  become 
your  own  :  think  only,  if  he  fpeaks  Truth,  and 
fubmit    to   it ;    amend,  and  difappoint   him. 
Strive  not  to  make  yourfelves  -eafy  in  what  you 
feel  is  wron'g,  but  quit  it.   Strive  not  to  colour 
over  and  palliate  Matters  :  for  this  is  deceiving 
no  one,  but  your  own  Souls.  If  you  are  hither- 
to undifcovered  by  the  World,  leaving  off  is  by 
far  the  likelieft  Way  to  be  fecure  :   if  others 
know  your  Faults,  all  ypuhave  remaining  is  to 
let  them  know  your  Penitence  too.     On  this, 
whoever  hath  any  Senfe,  either  of  Religion  or 

Humanity,  will  treat  you  tenderly.     But  what- 

_  T 
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ever  Shame  may  attend  acknowledging  Errors 
and  changing  wrong  Courfes,  it  is  only  Part  of 
what  they  have  deferved  ;  and  we  had  much 
better  be  afhamed  in  this  Life,  than  the  next. 
Sooner  or  later,  every  Sinner  muft  repent :  and 
the  fingle  Queftion  is,  whether  it  mall  be  here- 
after, when  Grief  will  ferve  only  for  an  Ingre- 
dient in  our  Mifery ;  or  now,  while  it  may 
intirely  prevent  the  Danger,  and  be  followed 
immediately  by  Comfort  and  Joy.  Surely  this 
Cafe  is  much  too  clear  to  admit  of  Doubt. 
And  therefore  let  us  all  zealoufly  purfue  the 
Advice  given  to  Job  :  If  Iniquity  be  in  thine 
Hand,  put  it  far  away,  and  let  not  Wickednefs 
dwell  in  thy  tabernacle.  For  then  jhalt  thou  lift 
up  thy  Face  without  Spot: yea,  thoufoalt  bejled- 
faft,  and  Jhalt  not  fear  h.  No  fooner  had  David 
faid,  with  due  Contrition  of  Heart,  Ibavejin- 
ned  againjl  the  Lord,  but  Nathan  revived  him 
with  that  AfTurance,  The  Lord  alfo  hath  put 
away  thy  Sin,  thou  Jhalt  not  die :  which  is  the 
Ground-work  of  the  Obfervation  to  be  made 
from  the  Text, 

IV.  That  if   we  repent  as  we  ought,  the 
greateft  Sins  will  be  forgiven  us. 

h  Job  xi.  14,  15. 

This 


SERMON  XIV.  321 
This  indeed  our  own  Reafon  cannot  promife, 
with  any  Certainty  at  all.  God  we  know  is 
good.  Man  is  frail.  And  hence  we  have  Caufe 
to  hope,  that  his  Goodnefs  will  extend  to  the 
Pardon  of  our  Frailties.  But  then,  in  Pro- 
portion as  we  go  beyond  Frailties,  to  grofs* 
deliberate,  wilful,  habitual  Tranfgreflions,  this 
Hope  diminishes  continually  :  till  at  Length  it 
becomes  exceedingly  doubtful  j  and  efpecially 
to  thofe,  whofe  inward  Peace  depends  the  mofl 
upon  not  doubting,  whether  the  Holinefs  of 
God's  Nature,  and  the  Honour  of  his  univerfal 
Government  will  fuffer  him  to  pardon  fome 
Offenders  at  all,  however  penitent  -,  whether 
any,  without  previous  Correction  ;  (who  knows 
what,  or  how  long  ?)  and  whether  he  will  be^ 
flow  future  Happinefs,  for  a  greater  Time  or 
a  lefs,  even  where  he  may  inflict  no  future 
Punifhment.  Still,  in  the  Midft  of  thefe  Per- 
plexities, be  they  ever  fo  inextricable,  Repen- 
tance, including  the  Amendment  for  which 
Men  have  Strength,  is  not  only  their  Duty,  but 
their  Wifdom  too  :  becaufe  Infenfibility  of  old 
Sins,  and  Addition  of  new  ones,  will  make 
their  Condition,  bad  as  it  may  be,  daily  worfe: 
and  fo  far  as  any  Thing  of  their  own  doing  can 
better  it,  Reformation  mutt.  But  Knowledge 
VPL.  II.  Y  of 
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of  thus  much  only,  though  it  affords  very  pro- 
per Direction,  fuggefts  little  Comfort  at  the 
fame  Time,  or  Spirit  to  follow  Direction.  And 
therefore  every  Man  if  elation  of  his  Pleafure, 
.which  God  hath  made  to  Man  from  the  Begin- 
ning, hath  always  carried  in  it  fome  Encourage- 
ment to  truil  in  his  Mercy,  beyond  the  Mo- 
tives which  our  unaffifled  Faculties  were  able 
to  furnish.  Yet  the  Pardon  of  fuch  Sins,  at- 
tended with  fuch  Aggravations,  as  David's 
were,  had  not,  even  in  his  Days,  by  any  Means 
been  exprefsly  promifed.  And  therefore  this 
Declaration  of  the  Prophet  muft  not  only  re- 
lieve him,  in  the  Agony  of  his  Guilt,  from  the 
dreadfulleft  Apprehenfions  that  can  be  con- 
ceived ;  on  which  Account,  we  may  prefume, 
it  was  made  to  him  fo  inftantly  :  but  muft  alfo 
diflufe  Con-folation  among  Multitudes,  through 
that  and  the  following  Ages,  which  could  not 
fail  to  be  acquainted  with  fo  extraordinary  a 
Cafej  and  muft  incline  all  true  Penitents  to 
believe,  that  theirs  alfo,  whatever  it  was,  would, 
on  like  Terms,  obtain  Favour.  But  ilill  it  is 
eafy  to  miilakc  in  arguing  from  one  Cafe  to 
another,  especially  our  own  :  befides  that  par- 
ticular Instances  do  not  amount  to  genel^d 
AfTurances.  And  though  fuch  Aflurances  were 

given 
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given  in  the  latter  Part  of  the  *jewijh  Reve- 
lation, chiefly  by  the  Prophet  Ezekiel'1 :  yet  it 
might  not  be  clear  to  every  one,  whether  they 
related  to  another  Life,  or  only  to  the  prefent : 
nor  was  this  Revelation  received,  or  known 
aJmoft,  in  any  Nation,  excepting  that  one.  The 
unlimited  Gofpel-promifes  therefore  of  For- 
givenefs  and  Grace,  proclaimed  to  all  the 
World,  have  made  a  Change,  unfpeakably  hap- 
py, in  the  Condition  of  Mankind. 

And  now,  as  we  are  ftrangely  apt  to  apply 
every  Thing  wrong,  too  many,  inllead  of  the 
Extreme  of  Defpondency,  run  into  that  of  pro- 
fane Boldnefs :  and  are  very  near  looking  upon 
Sin,  as  Nothing  to  be  dreaded,  and  RemnTion 
of  Sin,  as  Nothing  to  be  thankful  for.  At  lead 
the  Certainty  of  it,  they  conceive,  they  could 
eafily  have  discovered  of  themfelves:  and  there- 
fore have  little  Obligation  to  Cbrijl,  the  Pub- 
lifher  of  a  Truth  fo  obvious.  Nor  is  it  a  Won- 
der, if  they,  who  think  flightly  of  Tranfgref- 
fion,  think  (lightly  of  Pardon  alfo  :  taking  one 
to  be  a  Trifle,  they  rnuft  take  the  other  to  be  a 
Matter  of  Courfe.  But  whoever  confiders  in 
earned,  what  it  is  to  have  difobeyed  the  Com- 
mands, and  contradicted  the  wife  and  good 

viii.  21,  22,  23.  xxxiii.  14,  15,  16. 
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Purpofes,  of  the  Almighty  -,  to  have  injured  his 
Creatures,  our  own  Brethren;  to  have  perverted 
the  Nature  he  hath  given  us  >  to  have  difquali- 
fied  ourfelves  from  doing  and  being  what  he 
made  us  for ;  and  to  have  been  guilty  of  all  this, 
in  Spite  of  the  Expoftulations  of  our  Confer- 
ences and  our  Friends,  and  of  his  exprefs 
Threaten  ings  of  Hell-fire  :  far  from  entertain- 
ing prefumptuous  Imaginations  of  Safety,  from 
any  Thing  he  can  know  by  his  own  Wifdom, 
or  perform  by  his  own  Strength,  will  earneftly 
long  for  Inflruclion  and  Help  from  above ;  and 
feel  the  moft  affectionate  Gratitude  to  him, 
who  hath  not  only  revealed,  but  procured  Peace 
for  us,  at  the  Price  of  his  Blood :  offering  up 
his  Life  on  the  Crofs,  Son  of  God  as  he  was :  fo 
great  was  the  Difficulty,  to  make  it  confident 
with  Juftice  and  Holinefs  to  exercife  Mercy  ! 

Indeed,  after  all  that  hath  been  done  to  af- 
fure  us  it  mail  be  exercifed,  there  are  fome,  of 
Minds  more  tenderly  fenfible  than  ordinary, 
who,  after  committing  great  Offences,  or  per- 
haps, only  fuch  as  to  them  appear  very  great, 
experience  the  utmoft  Reluctance,  either  to  be 
reconciled  to  themfelves,  or  perfuaded  that  God 
will  be  reconciled  to  them.  And  hence  not  a 
few  of  them  plunge  defperately  into  whatever 

Folly 
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Folly  or  Sin  will  drive  away  their  Uneafmefs 
for  the  prefent ;  while  others  go  on  in  the  mofl 
punctual  Practice  of  Piety,  but  enjoy  fcarce  any 
Satisfaction  from  it,  overwhelming  themfelves, 
on  every  Occafion  and  none,  with  groundlefs 
Terrors.  The  pernicious  Impatience  of  the 
former  proceeds,  in  great  Meafure,  from  a  very 
abfurd  and  criminal  Pride,  which  ought  to  be 
humbled  by  the  prudent  Severity  of  juft  Reproof. 
But  the  meek  Dejection  of  the  latter  calls  for 
the  tendereil  Companion  and  the  kindeft  En- 
couragement; yet,  perhaps,  intermixed,  now 
and  then,  with  fome  Degree  of  gentle  Chiding. 
To  fuch  therefore  it  muft  be  faid  -,  your  Grief 
and  Fear  prove,  that  your  Heart  is  not  hardened, 
but  fmcerely  defirous  to  ferve  and  pleafe  God  : 
the  good  Works,  which  he  enables  you  to  per- 
form fo  regularly,  prove  your  Faith  and  Re- 
pentance: the  Imperfections,  which  you  bewail, 
all  his  Children  have,  not  you  alone.  Why  then- 
are  you  caft  down,  and  your  Soul dif quieted '  within 
you  k  ?  How  ill  foever  you  may  think  of  your- 
felves;  though  God  requires  you  not  in  the  leaft 
to  think  worfe  than  the  Truth,  and  would  have 
you  judge  calmly  of  your  fpiritual  State,  not  un- 
der the  Difability  of  a  Fright :  but  whatever 

*  Pfal.  xlii.  5. 
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Opinion  you  may  form  of  your  own   Deferts, 
forbear  to  entertain   an  injurious  one  of  him. 
When  he  hath  fent  his  bleffed  Son  to  make 
Atonement  for  you,  when  he  hath  told  you  in 
his  holy  Word,  when  he  tells  you  by  his  Mi- 
nifters  every  Day,  that  this  Atonement  reaches 
to  the  very  worft  of  Cafes,  do  not  except  your 
own  in  Contradiction  to  him  :  co  not  indulge 
Doubts  and  Scruples  about  what  he  hath  plainly 
promifed,  in  order  to  be  miferable  againil  his 
Will :  but,  together  with  the  Sorrow  of  having 
offended,  allow  yourfelves  to  feel  the  Joy  of 
being  reftored  to  Favour.     A  wife  and  good 
Parent  would  wim  to  have  his  Child  affected 
only  in  a  moderate  Manner  with  a  Senfe  of  his 
paft  Faults,  when  once  he  is  returned  to  his 
Duty:  and  though  ftill  he  hath  the  Weakncfles 
incident  to  his  tender  Age,  doth  not  reject  him 
for  them,  or  deiire  he  mould  fink  under  them  ; 
but  ftrive  againft  them  with  a  chearing  Belief, 
that  he  fhall  out-grow  them,  as  he  approaches 
to  Maturity.     Why  will  you  not  reflect  then, 
that,  like  as  a  Father  pitieth  his  own  Children, 
evenfo  is  the  Lord  merciful  to  them  that  fear  him? 
For  he  knowetb  whereof  we  are  made  >  he  remsm- 
beret h  that  we  are  but  Dujt^. 
JPfal.  ciii.  13,  14. 

It 
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It  is  extremely  unhappy,  that  when  Perfons 
attend  public  Difcourfes  on  Religion,  in  which 
different  Inftruclions,  defigned  for  as  different 
Sorts  of  Auditors,  muft  however  be  fpoken  to 
all  Sorts  promifcuoufly,  each,  for  the  moil  Part, 
applies  to  himlHf  juft  what  doth  not  belong  to 
him,  notwithstanding  the  befl  Care  to  prevent 
it.     The  bold  Sinner  confides  moft  fecurely  in 
what  he  hears  of  God's  Mercy:  while  the  low- 
fpirited  Penitent  almoft  dies  away  at  the  Men- 
tion of  his  Juftice.     The  firft  hath  no  Dread 
of  the  moft  wilful  Sins,  becaufe  the  Nature  of 
Man  is  frail :  the  laft  hath  no  Peace  about  the 
moft  excufable  Deficiencies,  becaufe  the  Pre- 
cepts of  the  Gofpel  are  ftridt.     We  can  only 
caution  them,  not  to  miftake  thus  :  and  beg 
they  would  have  a  more  ferious  Regard,  on  the 
one  Side,  to  their  future    Happinefs  -,  on  the 
other,  to  their  prefent  Comfort.     It  grieves  us 
to  think  of  the  Terrors,  that  we  may  fome- 
times  occalion  thofe    to   fuffer,  who  have  no 
Need  to  fuffer  any  at  all.    But  we  muft  of  Ne- 
ceffity  give  out  the  ftrongeft  Warnings  aga:nfl 
the  greateft  Danger  :  and  run  the  Rifque,  if  we 
cannot  avoid  it,  of  making  a  few  good  Perjbns 
uneafy  without  Caufe,  rather  than  leave  rnany 
bad  ones  aileep  in  fatal  Self-flattery.     For  in- 
Y  4  deed 
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deed  the  Doftrine  of  Forgivenefs,  though  in  it- 
felf  the  moft  ingenuous  Motive  to  thankful 
Piety  and  Obedience,  is  too  often  moil  difinge- 
nuoufly  perverted  to  encourage  Tranfgreffion. 
Jlepentance,  Men  argue,  is  fure  to  obtain  Par-* 
don :  and  Pardorj  reilores  us  to  the  State  we 
werQ  in  before  we  did  amifs.  What  Need  have 
we  then  to  fcruple  going  a  little  Wrong,  when 
the  Method  of  fetting  all  right  again  immedir- 
ately  is  fo  plain  before  us  ?  But,  in  Reality  true 
Repentance,  a  thorough  Change  of  Temper 
and  Purpofe,  manifefled  by  a  Courfe  of  fuitable 
Conduct,  will  be  found,  neither  a  fhort,  nor  an 
eafy  Work :  but  one  exceeding  the  Power  of 
Man,  without  the  Help  of  God.  And  not  to 
fay,  how  uncertain  it  is,  whether  God  will  give 
thefe  artful  Contrivers  Time  to  repent  effec- 
tually, what  Prcfpeft  is  there  in  the  leafl,  that 
they  will  have  a  Heart  to  do  it  f  When  once 
they  have  been  fo  deliberately  bafe  and  wicked, 
as  tp  rebel  againft  him  for  that  very  Reafon, 
which  ought,  of  all  others,  to  have  made  them 
dutiful  to  him  ;  where  is  the  Likelihood,  that 
they  will  ever  become  fo  honeft  aqd  good,  as 
to  return  and  ferve  him  faithfully  ?  No  Altera- 
tion requires  a  larger  Share  of  his  Grace  to  effect 
It ;  and  no  Sinners  have  lefs  Ground  to  expect 

any 
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Share  of  it,  than  thefe.  But  were  it  ever 
fo  probable,  that  even  fuch  Offenders  might 
come  to  amend  their  Doings,  yet  there  is  an 
awful  Obfervation,  arifing  frorn  the  Hiflory  be- 
fore us,  which  remains  to  be  inlifted  on, 

V.  That  Wickednefs,  even  after  it  is  for- 
faken,  and  after  it  is  forgiven,  produces  never- 
thelefs  very  often  Confequences  fo  lamentable, 
that  for  this  Caufe,  amongft  others,  Innocence 
is  greatly  preferable  to  the  fincereft  and  com-* 
pleteft  Repentance,  that  ever  was. 

In  the  very  fame  Breath,  that  Nathan  tells 
David,  the  Lord  had  put  away  his  Sin,  he  tells 
him  alfo  of  a  trying  Affliction,  and  a  very 
trying  one  it  proved,  that  he  mould  immedi- 
ately undergo,  on  Account  of  that  Sin.  How- 
beit,  becaufe  by  this  Deed  thou  haft  grven  great 
Occajion  to  the  Enemies  of  the  Lord  to  blafpheme^ 
the  Child,  that  is  born  unto  tbee,  jhallfurely  die  ra. 
Nor  could  the  moft  fervent  Interceffions  of  the 
Royal  Penitent  reverfe  the  Decree.  Nay,  the 
threatening  Prediction,  which  the  Prophet  made 
to  him  before  his  Repentance,  that  becaufe 
he  had  killed  Uriah  with  the  Sword,  the  Sword 
Jhould  not  depart  from  his  Honfe ;  and  as  he  had 
polluted  his  Wife,  his  own  foould  be  polluted  in  the. 

91  2  Sam.  xii.  14. 
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Sight  of  the  Sunn,  was  permitted  to  befall  him, 
notwithstanding  his  Repentance,  with  great 
Exadnefs.  Nor  doth  there  need  much  Re- 
flexion upon  what  paries  in  the  World  to  fee, 
that  Providence,  to  this  Day,  frequently  fuffer* 
Events  of  a  like  Nature  to  happen  :  partly  to 
complete  the  Humiliation  of  the  Sinner,  partly 
that  others  may  bear  and  fear  °. 

Sometimes  no  immediate  Connexion  between 
the  Tranfgreffion  and  the  Suffering  is  viiible, 
that  it  may  feem  to  be  the  Hand  of  God,  ra- 
ther than  a  natural  Effect ;  though  indeed, 
would  Men  confider,  every  Effect  proceeds  from 
his  Hand  :  but  commonly  they  are  clofely 
linked,  to  deter  Men  from  committing  Iniquity, 
by  mewing  them  before-hand,  what  Fruits  they 
muft  expect  it  to  produce.  Indeed,  were  only 
the  Pain  infeparable  from  Repentance,  the  Feel- 
ing of  having  done  ill  and  deferved  ill,  to  dif- 
tinguifh  the  Condition  of  him  who  returns  to 
his  Duty,  from  his  who  has  always  adhered  to 
it ;  the  Distinction  would  be  very  interesting 
and  important.  For  how  wide  is  the  Difference 
between  hating  and  approving  ourfelves  :  be- 
tween thinking  of  God  with  Dread  and  Shame, 
said  rejoicing  in  him  as  our  Truft  from  our 
n  2  Sara.  xii.  9^-12.  ?  Deut.  xiii.  1 1. 
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Touth  p,  and  our  Portion  for  ever q  !  But  long 
after  Peace  is  reftored  within,  which  yet  will 
never  be  fo  reilore.d  to  great  Offenders,  as  not  to 
leave  Matter  of  melancholy  Reflexion  ;  long 
after  Penitents  are  at  Eafe  with  Refpect  to  their 
future  State ;  affli<£ting  Confequences,  with  Re- 
fpe<ft  to  the  prefent,  will  flow  from  what  they 
have  done  amifs.  Often  they  have  hurt  them- 
felves,  alienated  their  Friends,  loll  their  Time 
and  Opportunities  of  doing  well  in  the  World, 
injured  their  Characters,  their  Fortunes,  their 
Healths  :  often  they  have  hurt  others,  fet  mif- 
chievous  Examples,  inticed,  betrayed,  oppref- 
fed,  provoked  thofe  around  them,  and  deftroyed, 
perhaps,  by  fhort  Follies,  what  the  Endeavours 
of  the  reft  of  their  Days  will  never  be  able  to 
repair,  Thefe,  indeed,  are  Confederations,  un- 
der which  they  mould  not  defpond  :  but  furely 
others  ought  to  take  Warning  from  them,  and 
learn  of  how  unfpeakable  Value  it  is,  to  keep 
Ittttocency,  and  take  Heed  to  the  'Thing  that  is 
right r,  from  the  very  firft,  Life  was  not  in- 
tended to  be  led  inconfiftently ;  one  Part  in  do- 
ing Wrong,  the  other  in  being  forry  for  it. 
Uniform  Obedience  is  our  Maker's  Demand  : 
and  whoever  departs  from  it  wilfully,  though 

p  Pfal.  Ixxi.  5.  '  Ib.  Ixxiii.  26.  3Ib.  xxxvii.  38. 
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he  may  return,  will  afluredly  be  made  to  know 
and  fee,  one  Way  or  other,  that  it  is  a  'Thing 
evil  and  bitter,  that  he  hath  forfaken  the  Lord 
his  God\  Let  thofe  then,  who  experience  this 
in  themfelves,  fubmit  to  it  with  Patience  and 
revere  his  Juflice :  let  thofe,  who  fee  it  in 
others,  thankfully  make  Ufe  of  the  Inflru&ion 
it  was  gracioufly  deligned  to  give  them :  and 
let  us  all  preferve  a  lively  Senfe  upon  our  Souls, 
that  Evil  purfueth  Sinners,  but  to  the  righteous 
Good  flail  be  repaid'. 


6Jer.  ii.  19*  *  Prov.  xiii»  21, 
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And  have  no  Fello'wjhip  with  the  unfruitfulWorks 
of  Darknefs  :  but  rather  reprove  them. 

IF  the  Practice  of  their  Duty  were  general 
amongft  Men,  it  would  appear  to  all  of  us 
as  we  come  forward  into  Life,  notwithftand- 
ing  our  prefent  Pronenefs  to  finful  Indulgences, 
extremely  natural  and  eafy.  For  as  its  Reafon- 
ablenefs  always  recommends  it  to  our  Under- 
ftandings,  and  its  Amiablenefs  to  our  Affections, 
when  unbiafTed  :  fo,  in  thefe  Circumftancesv 
the  public  Example  of  Goodnefo  would  engage 
our  Imitation,  the  univerfal  Efteem  of  it  excite 
our  Ambition,  and  its  beneficial  Confequences^ 
plainly  (hew  it  to  be  our  true  prefent  InterelL 
Allurements  to  unlawful  Pleafures  would  then 
be  comparatively  few ;  Provocations  to  mutual 
Injuries  none:  Confcioufnefs  of  right  Behaviour 
would  make  Men  pleafed  with  themf elves ;  re- 
ciprocal Acts  of  Juflice  and  Kindnefs  would 

make 
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make  them  happy  in  each  other ;  and  Experi- 
ence, that  their  Being  was  a  Bleffing  to  them, 
would  produce  in  their  Souls  affectionate  Senti- 
ments of  reverential  Gratitude  to  the  bountiful 
Author  of  it.  Such  we  mould  have  found  the 
World,  if  Sin  had  not  entered  into  it;  and 
fuch  we  might  fliil  in  a  good  Meafure  bring  it 
to  be,  if  we  would ;  if  moft  of  us  did  not,  be- 
fides  filling  our  own  Lives  with  Guilt  and  Mi- 
fery,  contribute,  by  a  Variety  of  wrong  Beha- 
viour, to  render  our  Fellow-creatures  alfo  wick* 
ed  and  wretched.  This  we  all  fee  and  feel  t6 
be  the  real  State  of  Things :  but  how  do  we 
act  upon  it  ?  We  complain  grievoufly  of  each 
other,  for  the  Faults  which  we  each  of  us  go 
on  to  commit  ;  we  complain  even  of  Provi- 
dence, becaufe  the  World  is — <only  what  we 
have  made  it ;  and  alledge  the  Mifconduct  of 
our  Neighbours  for  a  Defence  of  our  own,  in- 
flead  of  trying  to  mend  ourfelves  or  them,: 
whereas,  evidently  our  Concern  is,  to  have  no 
Fellow/trip  with  the  unfruitful  Works  of  Dark- 
nefs,  but  rather  reprove  them ;  to  preferve  our 
own  Souls  from  the  epidemic  Diftemper,  and 
warn  thofe  around  us  of  the  Danger  of  being 
infected.  But  it  is  with  the  Security  of  our 
perfonal  Innocence,  that  we  are  to  begin  : 

without 
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without  which  we  fhall  feldom  in  earneft  at- 
tempt, and  fcarce  ever  fuccefsfully  profecute  the 
Reformation  of  any  one  elfe :  nor  will  the 
greater!  Succefs  in  fuch  Endeavours  avail  us,  if, 
as  our  Apoftle  express  it,  when  we  have  preach- 
ed t&  others,  we  ourfefoes  are  Caji-aways  *. 

The  firft  and  principal  Consideration  then  is, 
how  to  avoid  any  Fellow/hip  with  the  unfruitful, 
a  gentle  Term,  which  means  pernicious,  Works 
of  Darknefs*  Now  a  main  Point  of  Caution 
againft  all  Sorts  of  Peril  is  to  know,  from 
whence  chiefly  wre  are  to  apprehend  it.  But 
who  can  fay,  from  what  Quarter  our  Virtue 
runs  the  greateft  Rifque,  in  a  World  fo  thick 
let  round  with  various  Temptations :  where  all 
Vices  are  fo  common,  that  it  feems  a  Matter  of 
Courfe,  and  almoft  of  Necemty,  to  indulge  one 
or  another ,  and  the  Majority  of  the  guilty  is 
i'o  large,  that  each  conliders  himfelf,  in  fome 
Degree,  as  fafe  in  the  Crowd  even  from  divine 
Difpleafure,  numbering  himfelf  among  ft  the  Mul- 
titude of  Sinner  sy  and  not  remembering  that  Wrath, 
will  not  tarry  long  b .-  where  our  Eyes  and  ouc 
Ears  continually  preient  to  our  Imaginations 
Crimes,  of  which  elfe  we  fliould  never  have 
"thought,  and  fuggeft  ealy  Methods  qf -attaining 

4  i. Cor.  ix.  27.  b  Ecclus.  vii,  16. 
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what  we  believed  to  be  as  impracticable,  as  we 
know  it  to  be  unlawful :  where  the  Profperity 
of  ill  Men  fo  ftrongly  prompts  us  to  envy  their 
Condition,  imitate  their  Prefumptuoufnefs,  and 
doubt  of  a  fuperintending  Power :  where  every 
natural  Inclination  that  we  have  meets  with 
fomething  to  inflame  it  beyond  Bounds,  or  turn 
it  aiide  from  its  proper  Object :  where  Fear  of 
Inconveniencies  threatening  upright  Conduct, 
and  Hope  of  gaining  Advantages  by  Deviations 
from  it,  work  within  us  continually :  where 
Injuries,  real  or  fancied,  are  daily  provoking  us 
to  injure  or  hate  in  Return  ;  and  even  Friend- 
fhip  and  kind  Affection,  meeting  too  often  with 
undeferving  Objects,  make  us  partial  and  un- 
fair, fubfervient  to  the  Purpofes  of  the  bad  or 
injudicious,  and  criminally  negligent  of  the 
Merits  of  the  worthy  ? 

Here  is  already  an  alarming  Lift  of  Dan^ 
gers  :  and  yet  one  Source  of  them  remains  un- 
mentioned,  fo  very  fruitful,  that  probably  it 
brings  more  of  us  to  Ruin  than  all  the  reft  :  I 
mean,  our  ftrong  Tendency  to  follow  what- 
ever Precedents  are  fet  us :  which  being  the 
great  Seducer  of  Mankind  to  have  Felfawjhip 
with  one  another  in  the  unfruitful  Works  of 

Darknefs, 
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,  I  {hall  confine  myfelf  to  the  Confide* 
ration  of  it  in  the  Sequel  of  this  Difcouffe. 

A  Difpofition  to  fall  in  with  what  we  fee 
others  do  is  one  of  the  earliefl  natural  Prin* 
ciples.that  we  exert :  and  in  itfelf  a  very  bene^ 
ficial  one.  For  by  Means  of  it  we  learn,  with 
Eafe  and  Pleafure,  a  Multitude  of  Things  ne- 
cefiary  or  ferviceable  in  Life  :  conform  readily 
to  the  Inclinations  of  thofe  about  us  in  a  thou-^ 
fand  Matters  of  Indifference,  and  from  mutual 
Likenefs  become  mutually  agreeable.  By  the 
fame  Means  alfoy  were  Patterns  of  Piety  and 
Virtue  more  frequent,  or  we  more  attentive  td 
them,  we  might  be  excited,  as  undoubtedly  it 
was  defigned  we  mould,  to  copy,  and  even  rival, 
£ach  other's  laudable  Qualities;  But  where 
Things  are  capable  of  contrary  Ufes,  we  gene- 
rally make  the  worft  of  them  :  and  in  no  Cafe 
more  than  this.  The  Example  of  Evil,  in  a: 
corrupted  World,  is  by  much  the  ofteneft  in 
our  View  ;  which  the  weak  and  indolent  imi- 
tate Without  Reflexion  ;  the  good-humoured 
and  pliable  are  drawn  after  them  by  the  Defire 
of  pleaiing.,  though  in  wrong  Ways  ?  the  vain; 
and  ambitious  by  Fondnefs  of  excelling,  though 
in  culpable  Attainments  -,  and  almoft  all  by  the 
Shame  of  Singularity  and  Dread  of  Ridicule  ? 

VOL.  II.  Z  till 


338  S  E  R  M  O  N  XV. 
till  the  Numbers  of  the  faulty  being  thus  be^ 
come  abundantly  fufficient  to  keep  one  ano- 
ther in  Countenance,  Cuftom  refufes  to  let  its 
Authority  be  any  longer  examined,  and  fets  up 
itfelf  as  the  fole  Rule  of  Conduct. 

For,  even  when  we  feem  to  act  the  moil  en- 
tirely from  Opinions  and  Difpofitions  of  our 
own,  thefe,  upon  Inquiry,  will  be  frequently 
found  to  derive,  if  not  their  Original,  at  lead  a 
great  Part  of  their  Strength,  from  the  Deference 
that  we  pay  to  the  Notions  and  Practice  of  the 
World.  Thus  Men  fpeak  and  think  flightly  of 
Religion,  often  without  imagining  they  know 
any  Objection  of  Weight  againft  it :  and  yet 
how  they  can  have  the  very  loweft  Degree  of 
Belief  in  it,  and  not  believe  it  to  be  an  Affair  of 
the  utmoft  Importance,  is  quite  inconceivable  : 
but  notwithflanding  they  treat  it,  without 
Scruple,  as  a  flight  Matter,  becaufe  they  fee 
it  commonly  treated  fo.  But  this  Degree  of 
Depravity  is  not  univerfaL  We,  perhaps,  may 
blame  thofe  who  do  fo,  and  with  Marks  of  great 
Serioufnefs  profefs  ourfelves  Chriilians  :  yet,  it 
may  be,  are  eafy  in  tranfgreffing,  in  a  higher 
Degree  or  a  lower,  as  Occafion  offers,  almoil 
every  Precept  of  ChrifHanity,  becaufe  others, 
who  call  themfelves  Chriftians  alib,  do  the  fame 

Thing. 
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Thing.  We  acknowledge  that  we  are  foon  to 
leave  this  Earth,  and  give  an  Account  to  God 
of  the  Part  which  we  have  aifted  upon  it  :  yet 
perceiving,  that  moft  People  about  us  over- 
look thefe  awful  Truths,  we  can  do  fo  too,  as 
abfolutely,  as  if  we  had  no  Concern  in  them. 
And,  to  be  a  little  more  particular  :  what  is  it 
that  makes  us  in  our  common  Difcourfe  fo  re- 
gardlefs  of  Equity  and  Humanity,  fo  eager  to 
fpeak  Evil  and  propagate  Scandal  ?  Surely  not 
always  Malignity  of  Heart :  and  certainly  very 
feldom  any  peculiar  Knowledge  of  the  Cafe,  or 
Intereft  in  it.  But  fuch  is  the  reigning  Turn  of 
Converfation,  which  we  are  wicked  and  weak 
enough  to  adopt  and  promote,  at  the  very  Time 
that  we  inveigh  bitterly  againft  it,  and  fuffer 
grievoufly  by  it.  Again  :  how  many  are  there 
who  trifle  away  their  Days,  in  thinking  of  and 
doing  Nothing  that  tends  to  anyone  good  Pur- 
pofe,  only  becaufe  fuch  Trifling  is  fafhionable  ! 
How  many  affe<£l  Follies  and  Vices,  to  which, 
at  the  Bottom,  they  have  little  or  no  Liking, 
which  are  highly  prejudicial,  and  will  probably 
be  fatal  to  them,  merely  becaufe  they  are  in 
Vogue  :  and  for  no  wifer  a  P.eafon  will  perfe- 
vere  in  them,  when  Nature  cries  aloud  to  have 
them  left  off!  How  many  diftrefs  and  undo 
Z  2  them- 
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themfelves  and  their  Families,  by  imprudent!/ 
vying  with  the  Luxury  and  Expenfivenefs  of 
thofe  about  them,  nay,  of  thofe  above  them ! 
And,  in  general,  from  what  is  it  elfe,  than 
taking  it  on  Truft  from  common  Perfuafion, 
that  poiTeffing  the  Things  of  this  World  is 
Happinefs  j  though  we  not  only  may  obferve 
the  contrary  in  all  whom  we  know,  but  feel  it 
in  ourfelves  ;  that  we  purfue  them  through 
Sins  and  through  Sufferings  of  all  Kinds, 
and  admire  and  deteft  one  another  on  Account 
of  them,  at  the  Rate  we  do  ?  What,  indeed,  elfe 
could  fupport  the  Abfurdity  of  feeking  our 
chief  Good  where  plainly  it  is  not,  but  that  we  all 
fee  one  another  do  fo,  and  will  perfuade  our- 
felves, againft  the  fulleft  Evidence,  that  fo  unU 
verfal  an  Attachment  mufl  be  well  grounded  ? 

But  the  Example  of  a  fmall  Part  of  Mankind 
is  often  fufficient  to  lead  us  into  ftrange  Errors. 
Where  Party-zeal  of  any  Kind  prevails,  into 
what  monftrous  Opinions  of  Men  and  Things, 
what  utter  Difregard  to  all  Truth  and  Juftice,, 
to  public  Spirit  and  Humanity,  will  Men  run 
one  after  another  !  Indeed  they  will  do  Things, 
when  united  in  Bodies,  which,  taken  fingly, 
they  would  abhor:  nay,  will  think  they  juftify 
their  own  Behaviour  completely,  by  alledging 

only, 
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only,  that  it  is  the  fame  with  that  of  their  Op- 
pofers,  whom  they  condemn  as  the  worft  of 
Men.  Sometimes  a  lefs  Authority  than  this 
proves  able  to  mifguide  us  :  and  a  blind  Prcr- 
poiTeffion  in  Favour  of  a  few  Perfons,  or  a 
fingle  one,  ihall  feduce  us  into  a  very  unjuftifi- 
afole  Imitation  ;  and  even  make  us,  by  the 
Meannefs  of  it,  contemptible,  or,  by  carrying  it 
too  far,  guilty,  when  what  we  meant  to  copy 
was  commendable,  or  however  innocent. 

Without  fpecifying  more  Inftances,  or  en- 
larging on  thefe,  the  Mifchiefs  of  being  injudi- 
cioufly  conformed  to  this  World*  appear  ib  con- 
fiderable,  as  to  make  the  Remedies  which  can 
be  found  for  it  extremely  delirable.  Now,  Re- 
medies of  Mifchiefs  vary  with  their  Caufes  ; 
which  in  this  Cafe  are  numerous. 

i .  Somefo/hiv  the  Multitude  to  do  EvttA  from 
mere  Inconfideratenefs  :  poor  Creatures,  greatly 
to  be  pitied,  and  yet  feverely  reproved.  For, 
furely,  enough  depends  on  our  chufing  right  in 
Life,  to  make  us  think  about  it :  and  there  is 
Appearance  enough  of  Errors  in  the  common 
Practice,  to  give  us  no  little  Diffidence  in  a  Mat- 
ter of  fuch  Moment.  But  Mankind  in  general 
being  thoughtlefs,  each  Individual,  as  he  goes 

c  Rom*  xii,  z,  d  Exod.  xxiii.  2. 
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on  with  the  reft,  finding  few  or  none  different 
from  himfelf  to  compare  with,  is  hardly  fen- 
fible  of  his  own  being  fo.  Yet  would  we,  in 
Imagination,  ftep  out  of  the  prefent  Scene  of 
Things  for  a  while,  coniider  ourfelves  as  mere 
Spectators,  and  view  the  Courfe  of  them  as 
they  pafs  before  us,  how  amazing  would  the 
Sight  be  !  The  plain  and  only  Way  to  Happi- 
nefs,  through  the  faithful  Cultivation  of  Piety 
and  Virtue,  almoft  unanimouily  neglected  :  Na- 
tions and  Ages  treading,  in  mutual  implicit  Re- 
liance, Paths  leading  to  Definition  :  the  lefs 
faulty  furprifingly  apt  to  be  diffipated  in  a 
Hurry  of  Amufements,  or  plod  on  in  worldly 
Bufmefs  without  higher  Attentions  :  the  reft, 
by  irregular  Pamons,  and  unlawful  Purfuits, 
making  themfelves  and  their  Neighbours  as 
wretched  at  prefent  as  they  well  can,  and  at 
the  fame  Time  providing  for  unfpeakably  great- 
er Mifery  hereafter  :  every  Generation  remind- 
ed, every  fingle  Perfon  feeing,  on  one  Occafion 
or  another,  in  how  wrong  a  Courfe  they  are  ; 
yet  (hutting  their  Eyes  again,  and  going  for- 
ward blindfold  :  none  almoft  taking  Warning 
by  the  Fate  of  his  Predeceflbrs  -,  but  each  leav- 
ing, in  his  Turn,  an  ufelefs  Admonition  of  his 
own  to  fuch  as  come  in  his  Stead.  This  their 

Way 
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Way  h  their  Folly  :  yet  their  Pofterity  approve 
their  Sayings'.  And  (hall  we  be  of  the  Number 
of  thofe   who  act  thus :    or  rather  aflert  our 
Right  to  judge  for  ourfelves,  where  it  concerns 
us  fo  nearly  ?  Such  is  the  Ufage  of  the  World  : 
but  is  it  the  Dictate  of  Confcienee,  is  it  the 
Road  to  Happinefs?  The  Multitude,  blind  Lead- 
ers of  the  blind f,  have  they  Reafon,  have  they 
Scripture,  have  they  the  final  Event  of  Things, 
to  juilify  them  ?  If  not,  let  us  chufe  a  fafer 
Guidance  ;  and  apply  the  real  Rule  of  Life  to 
direct  our  Steps :  aik  ourfelves  often,  what  we 
are  doing,   and  what  it  tends  to  ?  Stop  fhort 
wherever   we  difcern  Ground  for   Sufpicion ; 
beware  of  plaufible  Pleas,  for  they  often  colour 
over  the  wcrft  Actions  -,  beware  of  indifcreet 
Compliances,  for  they  border  nearly  upon  cri- 
minal ones ;  and  ever   remember  the    Son   of 
Sirac/Ss   Advice  .•    Go  not  in  a  Way,   wherein 
thou  may  eft  fall.     Be  not  confident  in  a  plain 
Way*.     But  above  all  let  us  beware  of  our- 
felves :  and  recollecting,  as  we  have   but   too 
much  Caufe,  our  natural  Supinenefs,  and  For- 
getfulnefs  of  the  Cautions  that  we  fo  often  re- 
ceive, give  the  more  earneji  Heed  to  the  Things 
•which  ive  have  heard,  left  at  any  Time  we  let 
*Pfal.  xlix.  13.       f  Matth.  xv.  14.      'Ecclus.  xxxii.  zi,  22- 
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them  flip  h ;  and  fet  our  Hearts  unto  the  Words 
of  God's  Law,  for  it  is  not  a  'vain  'Thing  for  us, 
becanfe  it  is  our  Life1. 

2.  Others  there  are,  not  absolutely  thought- 
lefs  about  their  Conduct,  but  diftruftful  of  their 
own  Judgement  :  born  down  by  fo  great  an 
Authority,  as  the  Practice  of  all  Mankind  ap- 
pears to  be,  againft  Serioufnefs  in  Religion  and 
Strictnefs  in  Virtue.  But,  univerfal  as  this 
Practice  may  feem,  there  are  many  Exceptions 
from  it  amongft  all  Ranks,  and  fome,  God  be 
praifed,  in  the  higheft,  of  exemplary  Chriflians, 
who,  in  the  Midft  of  a  crooked  and  peruerfe  Gene* 
ration,  Jhine  as  Lights  in  the  World^.  But  were 
the  Apoftacy  more  general  than  it  is,  yet  being 
the  Effect  of  mere  Incpnfideratenefs  or  un- 
governed  PafTions,  what  Weight  can  there  be 
in  the  moil  perfect  Agreement  of  Perfons  thus 
influenced  ?  Or  if  ftill  the  Multitude  together 
look  formidable,  feparate  them  -,  and  confider 
jingly,  of  whom  the  Whole  is  compofed.  The 
much  larger  Part  will  be  acknowledged  at  firft 
Sight  to  be  fuch,  as  we  mould  be  afhamed  once 
to'  think  of  taking  for  our  Directors,  in  a  Point 
of  any  Confequence.  And  for  the  reft  :  the 
rich  arid  great  are  rather  peculiarly  expofed  to 

ft  Heb.  ii.  I.  J  Deut.  xjocii.  46,  47.  k  Phil.  ii.  15. 
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Temptation,  and,  of  Courfe,  to  fall,  than  qua- 
lified to  difcover  and  relifh  thofe  momentous 
Truths  and  Rules  of  Life,  which  Humility 
and  Retirement  into  ourfelves  beft  difpofe  us  to 
receive.  The  learned  and  knowing  are  liable 
toybe  milled  into  wrong  Judgements  by  the 
Vanity  of  judging  differently  from  common 
Men  ;  nor  do  they  always  act  agreeably  to 
what  they  inwardly  think.  And  the  reputed 
wife  and  able  very  frequently  have  never  con-» 
tidered  in  earneft  what  the  true  WiJCdom  of 
Life  is,  but  only  bufied  themfelves  with  a 
filly  Cunning  to  attain  what  they  have  rafhly 
and  falfely  taken  for  the  End,  at  which  they 
were  to  aim. 

But  further  :  this  univerfal  Gonfent,  pleaded 
againft  obferving  the  Precepts  of  Religion,  is, 
when  examined,  no  Gonfent  at  all.  For  as  the 
Vices  of  Men  are  contrary  to  each  other,  and 
every  vicious  Temper  is  full  of  Inconfiftencies 
within  itfelf:  no  one  immoral  Courfe  will  ever 
be  generally  approved,  nor  almoft  any  one  im- 
moral Perfon  continue  long  of  the  fame  Opi- 
nion. The  only  Thing,  in  which  we  mail 
find  them  agree,  is  that,  which  they  all  by 
Turns  own,  that  the  Conduct  of  the  virtuous  is 
.right ;  and  their  own,  wrong.  Here,  therefore, 

a  pious 
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a  pious  and  difcreet  Man  will  eafily  raife  an  in- 
teftine  War  amongfl  the  Enemy  :  defend  him- 
felf  againft  one  Side  by  the  Authority  of  the 
other ;  indeed  againlt  all  Sides  by  the  Authority 
of  all :  and  in  Conclufion  refolve,  flighting  and 
pitying  a  divided  giddy  Crowd,  in  every  good 
Work  to  tnift  his  own  Soul;  for  this  is  the  Keep- 
ing of  the  Comma?idmcnts !. 

3.  Anpther  ftrong  Inducement  to  have  Fel- 
lowfhip  with  the  bad  Cuftoms  of  the  World,  is 
Defire  of  being  efleemed  by  it.  But  do  the 
vicious  really  elleem  one  another  ?  Do  they 
not  almofl  always  hate  or  defpife  one  ano- 
ther ?  Or  fuppofe  that,  for  joining  in  their  Sins 
and  Abfurdities,  you  were  fure  to  receive  their 
Applaufe  as  your  Reward.  Perhaps  the  whole 
Meaning  of  it  is  at  the  Bottom  no  more  than 
this  :  they  want  to  keep  themfelves  in  Counte- 
nance, being  confcious  that  they  have  Occaiion 
for  it,  by  adding  as  many  as  they  can  to  their 
Number ;  and  their  good  Opinion  of  you  is 
thinking  you  weak  enough  to  be  drawn  in  for 
one.  Or  perhaps  the  Superiority,  which  your 
Innocence  gives  you  over  them,  is  painful  to 
them  ;  and  they  would  fain  bring  you  down  to 
their  own  Level.  Or  they  have  fome  intereiled 

1  Ecclus.  xxxii.  23. 
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Defign  upon  you,  or  they  confider  you  as  an 
Inftrument  fitted  to  amufe  and  entertain  them  ; 
and  fo  extol  you,  while  they  deride  you.  This, 
you  fee,  is  not  being  admired  :  it  is  being  mad« 
a  Tool.  But  were  it  otherwife  :  conlider  a 
little  -,  what  can  fuch  Admiration  be  worth? 
How  long  will  it  be  likely  to  laft  ?  And  what 
muft  the  Confequences  prove,  now  and  to 
Eternity  ?  Why  then,  inftead  of  courting  out- 
ward Regard  from  thofe,  who  inwardly  con- 
demn themfelves,  do  you  not  chufe  to  be  re- 
fpedted  by  the  wife  and  good,  to  enjoy  the 
Teflimony  of  your  own  Confcience,  and  to 
fecure  the  important  Approbation  of  him, 
who  hath  faid,  Them  that  honour  me,  I  will 
honour :  and  they  that  defpife  me,  flail  be  lightly 
eftcemed  m  ? 

4.  A  further  Motive,  which  yet  more  power- 
fully inclines  too  many  to  unlawful  Compli- 
ances, is  falfe  Good-nature  and  Shame.  They 
have  fb  exceffive  a  Flexibility  of  Temper,  that 
they  know  not  how  to  ftand  out  againft  what 
the  Practice  of  the  World  recommends,  and 
efpecially  what  their  Acquaintance  invite  and 
prefs  them  to,  though  they  ever  fo  clearly  fee 
the  Impropriety  of  it,  and  have  ever  fo  firmly 

m  i  Sam.  ii.  30. 
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refolved  the  contrary.  Unhappy  Creatures, 
betrayed  fey  Difpofitions,  almoft  virtuous.,  into 
Vice !  The  truly  good-natured  Part,  would 
they  but  reflect,  is  to  lead  others  in  the  right 
Way,  not  to  follow  them  in  the  wrong :  the 
truly  fhameful  Behaviour,  not  to  be  refolute, 
obftinate,  if  Tempters  pleafe  to  call  it  fo,  in 
confulting  our  prefent  and  future  Welfare. 
Beware  of  Evil,  faith  the  Son  of  Sirach,  and 
£e  not  afhamed,  'when  it  concerneth  thy  Soul.  For 
there  is  a  Shame,  that  bringeth  Sin  :  and  there  is 
a  Shame  which  is  Glory  and  Grace.  Accept  no 
Perfon  againft  thy  Soul:  and  let  not  the  Reve- 
rence of  any  Man  caufe  thee  to  fall0.  'There  is, 
that  dejtroyeth  his  own  Soul  through  Bajhfulnefs, 
and  by  accepting  of  Perfons,  overthroweth  him- 
Je!f°.  But  they,  who  have  the  Misfortune  to  be 
of  this  Make,  mould  by  no  Means  truft  to  their 
own  moil  folemn  Purpofes,  or  even  Vows. 
Their  chief  Safety  is  in  Flight ;  in  avoiding,  to 
their  utmoft,  fuch  Company  and  fuch  Things, 
though  everfo  agreeable,  as  may  endanger  their 
Innocence  ;  and  keeping  at  a  Diftance  from 
Temptation,  till  they  can  bear  it  better.  Thus 
they  will  efcape  at  once  the  Uneafmefs  of  re- 
Ming  and  the  Hazard  of  yielding,  and  increafc 

n  ECCIUS.  iv.   20,  21,  22.  °  EcduS,  XX.   22. 
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their  Strength  gradually  by  a  cautiofts  Exercifc 
of  it :  provided  they  reft  not  in  human  Means 
only,  but,  with  Faith  and  Humility  unfeigned, 
apply  for  and  depend  on  the  divine  Affiftance, 
promifed  through  Jefus  Chrift ;  the  Neceility 
of  which  for  every  Perfon,  in  every  Cafe,  we 
prefume  you  always  understand,  and  for  that 
fole  Reafon  we  do  not  always  exprefs  it. 

5.  With  this  in  ward  Weaknefs  is  commonly 
joined  an  Appreheniion  of  Difficulties  from 
without  :  of  public  Diflike  and  Cenfure  fof 
condemning  the  public  Tafle  by  a  different 
Conduct  ,  or  at  leaft  of  much  Ridicule,  a 
Thing  full  as  hard  to  be  born,  for  doing  con- 
fcientioufly  what  the  World  defpifes,  and  ab- 
ftaining  from  what  it  doth  without  Scruple. 
But  let  not  the  Danger  of  Cenfure  appear  to 
any  one  fo  frightful.  Indeed  if  Perfons  take 
abfurd  or  indifferent  Obfervances  to  be  great 
Duties ;  if  they  are  ftrid:  in  the  Performance 
of  one  Duty,  and  grofsly  negligent  of  others  ; 
or  if  to  the  Performance  of  many  there  be 
added,  either  a  vain  Defire  of  making  their  own 
Goodnefs  remarkable,  or  the  provoking  Sin  of 
Uncharitablenefs  towards  others,  they  muft  not 
expect  very  favourable  Treatment.  But  an 
uniformly  good  Chriflian,  without  Superflition, 

without 
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without  Affectation,  and  without  Sourneis, 
which  are  furely  none  of  them  Virtues,  may  live 
foberly,righteoujly  and  godly  in  this  prefentWorld  % 
bad  as  it  is,  ever  fo  long,  without  any  great 
Danger,  either  of  making  himfelf  Enemies  by 
doing  no  Harm  and  as  much  Good  as  he  can, 
or  of  falling  into  Contempt,  for  acting  only 
as  every  Man  in  his  Heart  knows  he  himfelf 
ought  to  act.  But  if  ever  this  prove  otherwife, 
inftead  of  being  jhaken  in  our  Minds  q  by  it,  let 
us  confider,  how  much  more  Cenfure  we  mould 
incur  and  deferve  by  a  vicious  Life,  to  fay  No- 
thing of  other  Inconveniences  :  and  above  all, 
let  us  confider  that  infinitely  more  important 
Cenfure,  which  both  we,  and  our  Scorners, 
are  mortly  to  undergo :  and  fince,  as  St.  Peter 
argues,  they  who  think  it  Jlrange,  that  we  run 
not  with  them  to  the  fame  Excefs  of  Riot,  fp  caking 
Evil  of  us,JJoall  give  Account  to  him,  that  is  ready 
to  judge  the  Quick  and  the  Dead,  let  us  arm  our- 
felves  with  this  Mind,  that  we  live  not  our  T^ime 
in  theFleJh  to  the  Lujls  of  Men,  but  to  the  Will 
of  God*. 

As  for  the  Ridicule,  which  ludicrous  Scoffers 
love  to  throw  upon  Religion :  we  may  avoid 
much  of  it  by  Prudence,  and  defpife  the  reft 

t.  ii.  12.         «  a  Theft  ii.  2.          r  i  Pet.  iv.  I,  2,  4,  $. 
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with  Eafe.  It  falls  heavieft  on  the  Pretences 
to  Piety  made  by  the  vicious ;  and  we  fhall 
feldom  be  thought  fuch,  if  we  are  not :  or  on 
the  Refervednefs  and  Formality  of  fome,  who 
are  good*  Now  indeed  it  is  never  advifable  to 
go  the  utmoft  Lengths  of  what  may,  ftrictly 
fpeaking,  be  juft  lawful  -y  they  adjoin  fo  very 
clofely  on  what  is  forbidden :  yet  there  is  a 
contrary  Extreme,  an  immoderate  Sufpiciouf- 
nefs  of  innocent  Compliances.  And  they,  who 
indulge  it,  lay  a  heavier  Burthen  on  themfelves 
than  they  need,  perhaps  than  they  will  fupport 
without  finking  under  it.  But  at  leafl  they 
rob  their  own  Minds  of  that  Serenity  and 
Chearfulnefs,  which  they  might  and  ought  to 
have  enjoyed :  they  difguife  Religion  under  a 
gloomy  uninviting  Appearance,  which  is  great 
Pity ;  and  furnilh  the  profane  with  a  grievous 
Handle  for  expofmg  both  them  and  it ;  till  per- 
haps they  at  Length  grow  amamed  of  their 
Profeffion,  and  make  a  fudden  Exchange  of 
their  exceflive  Rigour  for  the  worfe  Errors  of 
Liber tinifm  and  Infidelity.  Therefore,  in  a 
moderate  Degree,  on  proper  Ocean*  on s,  let  us 
not  be  backward  to  bear  a  Part  in  fuch  Cuftoms 
of  the  World,  as  we  are  fure  we  fafely  may  : 
and  let  it,  if  pofliblc,  be  a  graceful  one.  On 

the 
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the  other  Hand,  whatever,  though  harmlefs  hi 
itfelf,  may  be  a  Snare  to  us,  or  by  our  Means  to 
others,  let  us  abfkin  from  it  indeed  refolutely^ 
but  abflain  with  an  eafy  Air  and  Manner :  keep 
our  Reafons  to  ourfelves,  rather  than  be  eager 
to  mention  them  :  or  mention  them,  if  it  may 
do  Good,  without  exaggerating,  or  infixing  too 
vehemently  upon  any  Thing ;  but  fo  as  may 
beft  convince  Men  of  the  Solidity  of  our  Judge- 
ment, and  Reafonablenefs  of  our  Conduct.  Be- 
having thus,  we  may  well  hope  to  become  Ob- 
jects, at  leafl  after  a  while,  of  Refpect  inflead  of 
Derifion,  to  which  no  Part  of  genuine  Piety  is 
on  any  Account  liable.  And  they,  who  fet 
thernfelves  to  make  a  Jefl  of  it,  might  without 
Difficulty,  if  the  Serioufnefs  of  their  Cafe,  and 
fometimes  Pity,  (bmetimes  jufl  Indignation,  did 
not  prevent  it,  have  that  Weapon  turned  upon 
them,  and  be  proved  the  moffc  abfurd  of  all  hu- 
man Beings.  Their  Scrupuloufnefs  of  admitting 
the  moil  indubitable  Truths  of  Religion;  and 
Readinefs  at  the  fame  Time  to  acquiefce  in  the 
wildeft  Imaginations,  that  are  unfavourable  to 
it :  their  Schemes  -of  making  thernfelves  eafy  by 
counteracting  the  Dictates  of  their  own  Con- 
fciences  j  and  happy  by  tranfgreffing  the  Laws 
of  infinite  Wifdora  and  Goodnefs,  enforced  by 
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almighty  Power  :  their  Delight  in  the  Hopes 
of  exifting  no  longer  than  the  Space  of  this 
tranfitory  Life,  and  their  Hafte  to  ruin  Health, 
Fortune  and  Reputation, all  that  can  afford  them 
Enjoyment,  in  the  very  Beginning  of  Life  : 
their  earneft  Purfuits  of  what  they  frequently 
defpife  at  the  Time,  and  almoft  always  nau- 
feate  foon  after  they  have  attained  it ; .  and  the 
tormenting  inward  Conflicts,  that  they  often 
experience,  between  two  Paffions,  both  of  them 
perhaps  foolifh,  and  both  pernicious,  which 
fhall  be  preferred  :  furely  thefe  Things,  and 
above  all  their  triumphing  in  the  Wifdom  of 
thefe  Things,  and  infulting  thofe  who  are  ftupid 
enough  to  follow  the  Rules  of  plain  Reafon,  and 
the  Directions  of  God  himfelf  from  Heaven, 
as  the  beft  Guides  to  their  prefent  and  future 
Well-being,  might,  without  any  great  Effort, 
be  fo  defcribed,  as  to  retort  on  their  own  Heads 
a  double  Share  of  the  Contempt,  which  they 
are  fo  liberal  in  throwing  about  them.  But 
however  unwilling  or  unfit  a  wife  Man  may  be 
to  anfwer  Fools  according  to  their  Folly  \  at  leaft 
he  will  fee  it  to  be  unworthy  of  his  Notice  ;  and 
go  on,  unconcerned,  through  the  impotent  At- 
tacks of  it,  in  the  fteady  Practice  of  wbatfoever 

*Prov.  xxvi.  4,  5. 
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Things  are  true  and  honeft,  whatfoever  Takings  are 
lovely  and  of  good  Report* ;  recolle&ing  daily 
that  awful  and  repeated  Declaration  of  the  holy 
yefus,  Whofocver  ftall  be  afhamed  of  me  and  of  my 
Words  in  this  adulterous  andjinful  Generation.,  of 
him  alfo  foall  the  Son  of  Man  be  ajhamed,  when  he 
cometh  in  the  Glory  of  his  Father  with  the  holy 
Angels u.  Then  Jhall  the  righteous  Man,  as  the 
Book  otWifdom  beautifully  exprefTes  it,  ft  and  in 
great  Boldnefs  before  the  Face  offuch  as  made  no 
Account  of  his  Labours.  And  they,  repenting  and 
groaning  for  Anguifo  of  Spirit,  fh  all  fay  within 
themfehes,  'This  was  he,  whom  we  hadfome  'Time 
in  Derijion,  and  a  Proverb  of  Reproach.  We  Fools 
accounted  his  Life  Madnefs,  and  his  End  to  be 
without  Honour.  How  is  he  numbered  among  the 
Children  of  God,  and  his  Lot  is  among  ft  the  Saints! 
'Therefore  have  we  erred  from  the  Way  of  'Truth, 
and  wearied  ourfehes  in  the  Way  of  Wickednefs 
and  Deftruffion .  What  hath  our  Pride  profited  us, 
and  what  Good  hath  our  Vaunting  brought  us  ? 
All  thofe  things  are  paj/ed  away  like  a  Shadow  -, 
find  as  the  Duft  that  is  blown  away  with  the 
Wind.  But  the  righteous  live  for  evermore: 
their  Reward  alfo  is  with  the  Lord,  and  the  Card 
of  them  is  with  the  Mojl  High  w. 

1  Phil,  iv.  8.  u  Mark  viii.  38.  w  Wifd.  v. 
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jind  bavenoFeilow/hip  with  the  unfrtilifulffiorlis 
ofDarknefS)  but  rather  reprove  them. 

THE  Prevalence  of  Impiety  and  immo- 
rality in  the  World,  hath  not  only  made 
the  original  Duties  of  Mankind  more  difficult, 
by  increafing  the  Temptations  to  tranfgrefs 
them,  but  added  to  their  Number  many  new 
Obligations  of  great  Importance,  relating  partly 
to  the  Concern  of  preferving  ourfelves,  partly  to 
the  Charity  of  guarding  others^  from  the  general 
Infection.  Our  own  Prefervation  is  doubtlefs 
to  be  the  firft  Object  of  our  Attention,  as  we 
are  primarily  intrufted  with,  and  anfwerable  for, 
our  own  Perfons,  and  have  by  Nature  the 
ftrongeft  Solicitude  for  our  own  Happinefs. 
But  Zeal  for  that  of  our  Fellow- Creatures 
ought  certainly  to  fill  the  fecond  Place  in  our 
;  and  is  a  Duty  much  too  little  regarded, 
A  a  2  even  „ 
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even  by  the  good ;  confidering  how  indifpen- 
fably  both  Religion  and  Humanity,  and  indeed 
our  common  Intereft,  require  us  to  promote 
what  is  right  and  fit,  and  reftrain  each  other 
from  Sin  and  Ruin,  by  all  fuch  Methods  as  we 
properly  can.  For  every  one  is  by  no  Means 
qualified  to  ufe  every  Method  :  and  therefore, 
without  prudent  Reflexion,  many  may  both  la- 
bour and  fuffer  much,  without  any  Profpedt  of 
its  turning  to  Account;  nay,  may  involve  them- 
felves  in  Guilt  by  immoderate  Eagernefs  to  re- 
form their  Neighbours.  But,  though  all  muft 
confult  their  own  Strength  and  Opportunities, 
and  leave  to  thofe  v/ho  are  better  able,  and  to 
the  Providence  of  God,  what  they  find  them- 
felves  unequal  to  :  there  flill  remains  to  every 
one  of  us  a  proper  Share  of  this  great  Work  j 
and  we  ought  to  be  faithfully  diligent,  within 
the  Sphere  of  our  Influence,  be  it  larger  or 
fmaller,  to  difcountenance  Wickednefs  and  en- 
courage Piety  and  Virtue,  by  all  thofe  Ways, 
to  which  God,  having  adapted  our  Powers  and 
Circumftances,  hath  confequently  called  us. 
And  as  thefe  vary  greatly,  fo  the  Apoftle  hath 
given  Room  in  the  Text  for  treating  of  them 
all,  by  mentioning  the  loweft  Inflance  of  due 
Care  in  this  Reipect,  having  no  Fellowjhip  with 
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tie  unfruitful 'Works  of  'Darknefs  -,  and  the  high- 
eft,  reproving  them. 

I.  The  firft  of  thefe,  barely  not  partaking  in 
the  bad  Actions  that  others  commit,  may  feern 
perhaps  to  be  fcarce  doing  any  Thing  for  the 
oppofite  Caufe.  And  yet,  as  the  common 
Practice  of  Sin  is  the  principal  Plea  in  its  Fa- 
vour, it  is  of  great  Confequence  to  mew,  that 
the  Practice  is  not  univerfal :  that  there  are  fHll 
Perfons  left,  who  fear  God  and  love  his  Laws, 
who  abhor  an  unworthy  Deed,  and  defpife  a 
criminal  Pleafure.  The  profligate,  fenfible 
that  a  virtuous  Character  is  the  fuperior  one  in 
Speculation,  have  Nothing  left,  but  to  queftion 
the  Reality  of  it  in  Fact :  and  by  reflecting  very 
little,  and  converfing  with  fuch  only,  or  chiefly, 
as  are  like  themfelves,  they  become  by  Degrees 
almoft  perfuaded,  that  all  Men  are  wicked,  and 
cannot  be  otherwife.  This  Opinion  extinguimes 
Modefty,  as  well  as  deadens  Confcience :  they 
triumph  in  their  imaginary  Difcovery,  degrading 
as  it  is  to  human  Nature,  and  infult  the  Vanity 
of  thofe  who  prefume  to  think  themfelves  moral 
Agents.  It  is  lamentable  to  obferve,  how  far 
they  have  fucceeded  in  their  monftrous  Attempt 
to  pervert  the  true  Order  of  Things.  While 
they  glory  in  their  Shame*,  too  many  grow 

8  Phil.  iii.  19. 
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afhamed  of  what  they  ought  to  account  their 
Glory :  would  wifh  to  have  their  Performance 
of  religious  Duties,  and  the  Regularity  of  their 
Lives,  unknown  or  difbelieved,  or  afcribed  to 
fome  other  Motive  than  Principle ;  or,  it  may 
be,  a  few  fafhionable  Sins  imputed  to  them,  to 
fave  their  Reputations.  By  the  Influence  of  fuch 
prepofterous  Bafhfulnefs,  they  often  become  at 
Length  what  they  defire  to  feem  :  at  leaft  they 
fuffer  others  to  fall,  whom  the  Authority  of 
their  Example  might  have  fupported,  and  con- 
firm the  profane  and  vicious  in  their  wrong 
Notions  and  Courfes.  Another  Inducement, 
befldes  Cowardice,  to  this  improper  Conduct,  is 
an  Abhorrence  of  being  thought  oftentatious : 
which  hath  the  more  Weight,  becaufe  in  all 
.Masters,  and  efpecially  in  Religion,  whoever 
takes  uncommon  Pains  to  make  a  Shew,  will  be 
fufpected  of  not  haying  much  Reality.  But  if 
Affe&ation.  on  that  Hand  be  a  Fault,  Affectation 
p.n  the  other  is  a  greater;  and  (he  plain  Rule  of 
Behaviour  lies  between  them :  that  every  Chri- 
ftian  go  through  his  Chriftian  Duty  with  Up- 
rightnefs  and  Simplicity ;  neither  deiiring  to 
bring  the  private  Parts  of  it  into  public  View, 
nor  labouring  to  m^ke  a  Secret  of  his  Faith 
o.nd  Practice  in  Cafes^  where  they  wpuld  of 
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Courfe  be  feen.  A  natural  artlefs  Procedure  will 
as  certainly  vindicate  itfelf,  as  difhone  ftCon- 
trivances  will  be  detected.  And  therefore  let  AQ 
one  fear  to  be  thought,  or,  when  Occafion  re- 
quires, to  let  all  Mankind  perceive  that  he  i& 
rightly  thought,  religious  and  confcientious.  The 
Regulation  of  our  Appetites  and  Paffions,  by 
Reafon  and  good  Senfe,  can  never  be  a  Ground 
of  Contempt.  Doing  Juftice  and  loving  Mercy  >  is 
honoured  throughout  the  Earth.  And  though  it 
fhould  be  added  of  the  fame  Perfon,  who  lives 
by  thefe  Rules,  that  he  alfo  walks  humbly  with 
bis  God b .-  one  doth  not  difcern,  why  that  fhould 
lefTen  the  good  Opinion  pre-conceiyed  of  him  ; 
or  how  thofe  who  every  Day  with  abj eel:  Servility 
are  worfhipping  others,  no  better  than  them- 
felves,  for  trifling  Interefls,  can  pretend  to  think 
it  Meannefs  in  him,  that  he  honours  and  adores 
the  Maker  and  Judge  of  all.  Nay,  let  it  be  faid 
further,  that  he  adores  him  fuitably  to  the  Di- 
rections laid  down  in  Scripture :  and  confcious 
of  his  own  Ignorance,  Guilt,  and  Weaknefs,  is 
willing  thankfully  to  accept  Infraction,  Pardon, 
Affiftance,  and  eternal  Life,  the  free  Gifts  of  his 
heavenly  Father,  on  the  Giver's  Terms,  through 
Faith  in  the  Merits  o{JefusCbrifttzn&  the  Grace 
»» Mic.  vi.  8. 
A  a  4  of 
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of  the  Holy  Spirit  j  flill  who  hath  a  Right  to 
blame  him,  unlefs  he  can  prove,  which  no  one 
ever  hath  done  or  will,  that  this  is  not  the  Way 
to  Happinefs  here  and  hereafter,  and  that  any 
other  is  ?  A  virtuous,  a  religious,  a  Chriftian 
Character  then,  as  it  always  deferves,  will  ge- 
nerally command  Refpect :  its  Amiablenefs,  its 
Importance  to  public,  to  private  Welfare,  will 
be  vifible.  And,  in  Proportion  as  Numbers  ap- 
pear pofTefTed  of  it,  the  vicious  will  be  awed 
into  Silence,  and  the  modeller  Part  of  them  at 
leaft  into  outward  Imitation,  which  may  pro- 
duce in  Time,  through  God's  Grace,  inward 
Serioufnefs.  But,  however  thefe  may  be  af- 
fected, all  the  well-inclined  will  rejoice  in  the 
Protection,  and  improve  by  the  Example,  of 
fuch  declared  Friends.  Almoft  every  one  may 
do  fome  Good  in  this  Way,  and  poffibly  far 
more  than  he  imagines,  merely  by  maintaining 
openly  an  uniform  Tenour  of  pious  and  moral 
Behaviour,  without  taking  any  Pains  to  call 
the  Attention  of  Mankind  to  it.  But  the  rich, 
the  noble,  the  powerful,  the  learned,  the  inge- 
nious, the  admired,  thofe  efpecially  in  whom  fe- 
veral  of  thefe  Advantages  are  united,  may, 
barely  by  manifefting  themfelves  to  be  fuch  as 
they  ought,  each  of  them  fingly  reform  or  pre- 
*tO  ferve 
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ferve  Multitudes  of  their  Inferiors  -,  and  a  Num- 
ber of  them  combined  oppofe  and  put  to  Flight 
the  reigning  Vices  of  the  whole  Age  in  which 
they  live. 

Hence  it  is,  that  our  Saviour  hath  laid  fo 
great  a  Strefs  on  the  Duty  of  conf effing  him  before 
Menr--,  and  exhorted  his  Difciples  thus,  Ye  are 
the  Light  of  the  World-,  let  your  Light  fo  Jhine 
before  Men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good  Works, 
and  glorify  your  Father,  which  is  in  Heaven  J. 
Hence  alfo  St.  Paul,  alluding  probably  to  the 
Expreffions  of  his  Mafter,  though  not  prefent 
when  they  were  ufed,  faith  of  thofe  who  are 
blamekfs  and  harmlefs,  the  Sons  of  God,  without 
Rebuke,  that  they  Jhine  in  the  Midft  of  others  as 
Lights  in  the  World,  holding  forth  the  Word  of 
Life-. 

II.  After  exhibiting  a  Pattern  of  Goodnefs  in 
ourfelves,  our  next  Care  mould  be  to  promote 
in  a  proper  Manner,  on  all  fit  Occafions,  the 
Efteem  of  whatever  is  good  in  others.  The 
Generality  attend  not  enough  to  moral  Excel- 
lencies, and  too  often  confider  them  in  a  wrong 
Point  of  View :  by  which  Means  they  overlook, 
or  fometimes  conceive  Prejudices  againft,  what 
they  would  elfe  honour,  and  be  proud  to  imitate. 

c Matth.  x.  32.        *  Matth.  v.  14,  16.         'Phil.  ii.  15, 16. 
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Therefore,  whenever  favourable  Opportunities 
prefent  themfelves,  they  Should  be  inftantly 
leized  j  and  the  Rightnefs,  the  Lovelinefs^ 
the  beneficial  Fruits  of  each  Virtue  fhewn  tq 
fuch  as  are  not  yet  diffidently  fenfible  of  them  : 
the  Ridicule,  which  hath  been  unjuftly  thrown 
on  fome  Duties,  taken  off;  and  the  Mifreprefen- 
tatians,  which  have  rendered  them  contemp- 
tible, rectified :  the  Plea  of  exceflive  Seventy, 
urged  againft  others,  confuted  ;  and  the  real 
Difficulty  of  pra&ifmg  them  proved  to  be  eli- 
gible, by  the  Shortnefs  of  its  Continuance,  and 
the  blefTed  Effects  of  overcoming  it.  At  the 
fame  Time  we  fhould  exemplify  thefe  Truths, 
whenever  we  can,  in  the  Characters  of  the 
worthy  :  on  whom  we  mould  be  always  en- 
deavouring to  turn  the  Eyes  of  our  Acquaint- 
ance >  'to  place  them  and  their  Actions  in  an 
advantageous  Light  :  to  vindicate  them  from 
Afperfions ;  to  convince  as  many  as  pofTible, 
how  much  more  valuable,  and  conducive  both 
to  private  and  public  Welfare,  a  religious  and 
honeft  Principle  is,  than  the  moft  mining  and 
envied  Accomplimments,  when  feparated  from 
it.  Accordingly  it  fhould  be  our  Study  to  che- 
rifk  and  recommend  fuch  as  are  eminent  for 
this  Merit ;  to  fupport  and  prefer  their  In- 

terefts; 
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terefts  ;  to  make  them  known  and  acceptable 
one  to  another ;  and  forward  amongft  them  a 
general  Union,  that  above  all  Things  would 
gain  them  Refpect  and  Succefs.  But, 

III,  Whilfl  we  are  thus  labouring  to  encou- 
rage Virtue  and  Religion,  we  mufl  be  extremely 
cautious  that  we  obstruct  not  our  own  Work, 
by  favouring  any  Sort  of  Wickednefs  :  that 
we  never  patronize,  for  the  Sake  of  our  own 
Gratification,  what  may  probably  tempt  un- 
guarded Innocence  into  Sin,  or  furnim  the 
ill-incline4  with  the  Means  of  committing 
it :  that  we  contribute  not  to  raife  any  bad  or 
even  fufpicious  Perfon  to  a  Condition  of  doing 
Harm  :  that  we  protect  not  the  guilty  with 
pur  Intereft  or  Power,  nor  varnifh  over  their 
Faults  from  Considerations  of  private  Intereil 
or  Friendship  :  but  fairly  fuffer  Truth  to  pre- 
vail, and  Crimes  to  be  detected,  as  they  ought. 
For  whatever  particular  good  Purpofes  may 
feem,  and  perhaps  but  feem,  to  be  ferved  at 
prefent  by  the  contrary  Policy,  they  will  never 
counterbalance  the  general  Mifchiefs  arifing 
from  it.  Further,  we  muft  not  pay  Court  to, 
or  delight  in,  the  vicious,  for  the  Sake  of  fome 
Wit  and  Pleafantry,  fome  fuperficial  Agreeable- 
nefs,  that  fets  off  their  Vices  ;  we  muft  never 

even 
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even  feem  to  look  on  either  Villany  or  De- 
bauchery, as  Objects  of  Mirth  only  :  extol  the 
entertaining  Qualities  of  him,  that  ruins  others 
by  them ;  or  the  Abilities  of  the  Man,  that 
ufes  them  to  his  Neighbour's  Wrong.  Elfe  we 
fhall  teach  thofe  around  us  to  efteem  and  emu~ 
late  them  :  indeed  we  mail  accuftom  ourfelves 
to  regard  fuch  Characters  as  accomplished  and 
refpectable,  not  as  deteftable  ;  and  come,  at 
Length,  inftead  of  pitying,  to  defpife  and  ridi- 
cule thofe  who  fuffer  by  them :  thus  wickedly 
augmenting  the  Triumph  of  the  one,  and  the 
Affliction  of  the  other.  David  mentions  it 
amongft  the  distinguishing  Marks  of  him,  who 
Jhall  abide' in  the  tabernacle  of  the  Lord,  and 
dwell  in  bis  holy  Hill,  that  in  his  Eyes  a  'vile 
Perfon  is  contemned',  but  he  honour eth  them,  that 
fear  the  Lord*.  And  St.  Paul  feems  to  make 
it  in  fome  Senfe  a  lefs  Crime  for  a  Man  to  live 
immorally  himfelf,  than  to  rejoice  in  others  that 
live  fo  :  who,  knowing  the  'Judgement  of  God, 
faith  he,  that  they,  which  commit  fuch  'Things,  art 
•worthy  of  Death,  not  only  do  the  fame,  but  have 
Pleafure  in  them  that  do  them  g.  We  have  from 
Nature  ftrong  Appetites  and  Paffions  in  our 
corrupted  Frame,  which  tempt  us  fo  vehe- 

f  Pfal.  xv.  1,4,  *  ?.om.  i.  3z. 
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menfly,  and  hurry  us  often  fo  fuddenly  into 
fome  Sins,  that  perhaps  we  may  not  be  alto-* 
gether  void  of  Excufe.  But  there  is  no  original 
Principle  within  us,  that  leads  us  coolly  and 
deliberately  to  approve  them  in  others.  This 
therefore  can  only  proceed  from  a  peculiar  and 
wilful  Depravation  of  Heart,  equivalent  to 
what  might  be  produced  by  many  repeated 
A<5ts  of  Tranfgreffion. 

And  here  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  voluntary 
Intimacy  with  the  wicked  is  one  Degree  of 
mewing  Countenance  to  them,  and  ought  to 
be  avoided.  Sometimes,  indeed,  Nearnefs  of 
Relation,  Connexions  in  Bufmefs,  the  Neceffi- 
ties  of  Affairs ;  at  others,  common  Civility  and 
Decency  of  Behaviour,  which,  though  a  weaker 
Tie,  it  may  be  very  unadvifable  to  break 
through,  oblige  us  to  keep  up  Acquaintances 
of  this  Sort.  And  indeed  what  St.  Paul  ob- 
ferves  of  the  Heathens  of  his  Days,  that  if  a 
Man  would  not  company  'with  the  grofsly  wicked 
amongft  them,  he.  muft  needs  go  out  of  the 
World h,  is  become  too  true  even  of  the  pro- 
fefTed  ChrirKans  of  ours.  Befides,  a  reafon- 
able  Profpect  of  reforming  the  faulty  may 
juftify  one,  elpecially  of  known  and  confirmed 

b  i  Cor.  v.  9,  10. 
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Virtue,  in  converting  much  with  them,  artcj 
being,  what  our  Saviour  was  very  truly,  though 
tnalicioufly,  called,  a  Friend  of  Publicans  and 
Sinners'1.  But  to  affect,  or  even  permit,  be- 
yond what  fuch  Reafons  require,  either  Friend- 
fhips  or  Familiarities  with  habitual  Tranfe 
greflbrs  of  the  Laws  of  God,  is  on  many  Ac- 
counts unallowable.  On  our  own  Account  we 
fhould  refolve  againft  it,  for  the  Sake  of  out1 
good  Name  :  which,  in  a  World  fo  cenforious, 
it  is  difficult  enough  to  p refer ve,  by  the  dif- 
creeteft  Behaviour,  unfullied ;  and  therefore 
we  muft  not  hope  to  efcape,  if  by  ill-chofen 
Company  we  give  real  Ground  for  a  bad  Opi- 
nion of  us  in  fome  Degree  :  and  too  fair  a  Pre-» 
tence  for  carrying  it  farther  than  probably  we 
deferve.  And  yet  how  fcon  we  may  come, 
by  fuch  Imprudences,  to  deferve  a  much  worfe 
Opinion  than  we  apprehend,  cannot  be  fore- 
feen  :  confidering,  how  prone  both  to  Imitation 
and  to  Wickednefs  the  human  Heart  is,  and 
how  much  this  Propenfity  muft  be  increafed, 
when  we  place  Crimes  before  it  in  fo  alluring 
a  Light,  as  that  of  their  being  practifed  with- 
out any  Scruple  by  our  daily  agreeable  AfToci- 
ates.  But  were  we  ever  fo  fecure  in  all  Rei* 
*Matth.  xi.  19* 
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fpe&s,  there  is  a  Dignity  belonging  to  Piety 
and  Virtue,  which  ought  to  be  fupported  j  and 
is  betrayed,  when  we  mix  unneceflarily  with 
the  profligate  and  abandoned :  whom  befides  we 
thus  make  eafy  and  harden  in  their  unlawful 
Courfes ;  nay,  give  them  alfo  the  public  Credit 
of  being  regarded  by  us,  and  well  with  us; 
which  may  enable  them  to  do  we  know  not 
what  Harm.  Befides,  by  fuch  undiftinguiming 
Treatment  of  Men,  we  difqualify  ourfelves  from 
fhewing  that  Preference  to  the  worthy,  which 
is  their  Due  ;  and  lead  others,  more  or  lefs, 
to  flight  the  Difference  of  Characters,  and,  in 
probable  Confequence,  the  Notions  of  Right 
and  Wrong,  ^bat  be  far  from  thee,  to  do  after 
this  Manner  -y  as  Abraham  fpeaks  on  another 
Occalion :  and  that  the  righteousfiould  be  as  the 
wicked,  that  be  far  from  thee  k. 

To  fuch  Degree  then,  as  every  one  can,  he 
ought  to  avoid  the  very  Appearance  of  thefe 
improper  Attachments :  or,  if  he  hath  failed  in 
Point  of  Precaution,  muft  immediately  think 
of  the  Means  of  difengaging  himfelf.  Some- 
times a  fteady  Adherence  to  our  Duty  is  enough 
to  effect  it :  and  fuch  Perfons  grow  weary  of 
an  Acquaintance,  whofe  Conduct  reproves  them, 

*  Gen.  xviiir  25, 

and 


563        SERMON      XVI. 

and  whofe  Ears  are  deaf  to  their  Solicita- 
tions. But  if  that  proves  otherwife  ;  and 
either  the  Scandaloufnefs  of  their  Lives,  or  im- 
minent Danger  of  being  at  Length  perverted 
by  them,  requires  a  more  fpeedy  and  abrupt 
Step  to  be  taken,  we  mall  do  well,  on  fome 
flagrant  Occafion,  to  renounce  all  Commerce 
with  them  at  once  :  which,  at  the  fame  Time 
that  it  fets  us  free,  may  poflibly  make  on  them, 
by  the  Strength  of  the  Shock,  a  falutary  Im- 
preflion.  Where  the  Familiarity  either  cannot 
or  ought  not  be  broken  off,  the  Degree  of  it, 
however,  may  be  fo  moderated,  or  fuch  Ex- 
ceptions to  it  contrived  in  particular  Inflances, 
that,  paying  ftri&ly  all  due  Regard  to  them,  we 
may  be  known  to  difapprove  what  they  do 
amifs:  ftand  at  a  vilible  Diftance  from  the 
Faults  of  thofe  to  whom  we  are  neareft :  and  be, 
like  our  blefled  Lord,  holy,  harmlefs,  and  unde~ 
Jiledjfefar ate  from  Sinners ',  though  we  preferve, 
when  called  to  it,  a  Courfe  of  eafy  Demeanour 
in  the  Midft  of  them.  In  Proportion  as  our 
Situation  will  permit  us  to  vary  our  Deport- 
ment from  Time  to  Time,  we  may  with-hold 
from  them,  when  any  Enormities  of  theirs  de- 
mand it,  the  ufual  Franknefs  and  Chearfulnefs 
vii.  26. 

of 
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of  our  Converfation  ;  and  reftore  it  on  the  Pro- 
fpect  of  their  Amendment :  we  may  alfo,  and 
mould,  be  watchful  to  exprefs  our  Delight  in 
every  right  Action  they  perform ;  to  fignify  in- 
oiTenfively  the  Affliction  we  fufFer  when  they 
m'ifbehavej  and  thus  move  their  Good-nature, 
if  any  be  left  in  them,  to  give  us  Pleafure,  not 
Pain,  while  we  fo  evidently  wifh  them  well. 
But  frill  fometimes  neither  thefe  nor  the  pre- 
ceding Methods  can  be  tried,  at  others  they  afe 
fure  or  likely  to  prove  ineffectual  :  and  there- 
fore, 

IV.  We  muft  hav£  Recotirfe  to  that,  which 
the  Apoftle  fpecifies  in  the  laft  Words  of  the 
Text,  reproving  them.  Various  Perfons,  indeed,, 
on  various  Accounts,  we  cannot  reprove  for  their 
Works  of  Darknefs  :  either  having  no  Accefs  to 
them,  or  no  Title  to  ufe  that  Freedom.  Or  at 
moft,  we  can  only  convey  oblique  Reproof  uri- 
der  fome  agreeable,  or  however  inoffenfive, 
Dffguife;  or  make  a  fmall  Advance  upon  the 
Borders  of  plain  Speech,  obferving  well  on 
which  Side  they  are  mod  acceflible  ;  and  watch- 
ing for  the  Seafons,  when  good  Difpofitions 
either  prevail  or  may  be  excited.  Nor  mould 
we  neglect  any  one  of  thefe  honeft  Artifices ; 
for  the  fkilful  Application  of  them  may  poffibly 

VOL.  II,  B  b  enable 
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enable  us  to  gain  Ground,  by  unperceived  De- 
grees, on  their  inordinate  Paffions  and  bad  Ha- 
bits ;  and  thus  carry  them  fuch  Lengths  to- 
wards Reformation,  as  we  mould  in  vain  have 
attempted,  had  they  at  firfl  perceived  the  Whole 
of  our  Defign. 

But,  in  many  Cafes,  more  direct  and  home 
Remonftrances  to  the  faulty  are  neceliary : 
which,  therefore,  fuch,  as  with  Propriety  can, 
are  bound  to  make;  and  whatever  Reluctance 
they  may  find  to  fo  painful  a  Work,  muft,  as 
the  Scripture  diredts,  in  cny  ivi/e  rebuke  their 
Neighbour,  and  notfuffer  Sin  upon  him :  for  omit- 
ting it  is  in  the  fame  Place  interpreted  to  be 
hating  him  in  their  Heart  m.  Timely  Admonition 
may  Hop  him  fliort  juft  at  the  Entrance  upon  a 
wrong  Courfe,  and  match  him  out  of  imminent 
Hazard  unhurt.  Even  thofe,  who  are  farther 
gone,  may  yet  be  recalled,  by  a  lively  Repre- 
fentation  of  their  Guilt  and  Danger,  of  which, 
perhaps,  they  had  a  very  inadequate,  if  any, 
Appreh'jniion.  But  then  we  mufl  be  very  care- 
ful, ii'ilefs  we  would  intirely  lofe  all  Influence, 
both  at  prefent  and  for  the  future,  that  we  ne- 
ver bring  a  Charge  without  having  incontefl- 
able  Proof  of  its  Truth ;  that  a  genuine  friendly 
111  Lev.  xix.  17. 
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Concern  be  evidently  the  Principle  of  all  we  lay; 
that  we  exprefs  more  Sorrow  than  Anger,  where 
Circumftances  will  allow  it ;  as  they  peculiar- 
ly do/^here  the  Psrfoii  blamed  hurts  himfelf 
more  than  any  one  elie  :  that  we  ufe  ten'der 
Expoilulation-s  by  Choice  ;  and  harili  Expref- 
fions,  but  above  all,  terrifying  2nd  threatening 
ones,  only  when  Nothing  elfe  will  prevent 
Ruin.  For  this  is,  doubtlefs,  the  Meaning  of  the 
Apoftle's  Rule  :  offome  have  Companion,  making 
a  Difference-;  others  fave  with  Fear,  pulling  them 
out  of  the  Fire  n.  And  even  where  the  ilrongeil 
Marks  of  Difapprobation  and  Difpleafure  are 
needful,  they  mould  ever  be  {hewn  without  In- 
fult  or  Haughtinefs,  without  the  leafl  Appear- 
ance of  loving  to  reprimand,  without  exagge- 
rating any  Thing,  or  treating  the  Frailties  of 
human  Nature  too  feverely  :  indeed  with  fuch 
Attention  to  acknowledge  and  point  out  what- 
ever in  the  general  Character  of  the  Perfon  con- 
cerned is  valuable,  or  in  the  particular  Circum- 
flances  of  the  Cafe  excufable,  as  may  recon- 
cile him,  ifpoffible,  to  the  Liberties  taken  with 
him,  by  the  Conviction  that  they  are  taken  un- 
willingly. 

n  Jude  22,  23. 
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Many  other  Precautions,  for  the  better  Sue- 
cefs  of  this  good  Work,  every  one's  Prudence 
will  fuggefr.  to  him,  in  the  feveral  Inftances 
that  come  before  him,  according  to  the  Nature 
of  the  Offence,  the  Temper  of  the  Offender, 
and  efpecially  the  Degree  of  Authority  which 
the  Reprover  hath  over  him.  Sometimes  all 
Authority  is  beft  laid  afide,  and  foftened  into 
mere  Perfuafion  :  fometimes  a  moderate  Share 
of  its  Weight .  is  wanted,  to  bear  down  a  lefs 
complying  Difpofition  :  at  others,  its  whole 
Force  is  little  enough  to  fetter  a  ftubborn 
Spirit.  Here  then  we  muft  each  of  us  think 
and  act  for  ourfelves  :  but  with  this  Confidera- 
tion  ever  prefent  to  our  Minds,  that  not  only  a 
total  Neglect  of  this  Duty,  but  a  Neglect  of 
difcharging  it  in  the  moft  effectual  Manner  that 
Is  incumbent  on  us,  will  be  imputed  to  us  for 
Guilt;  as  it  was  in  the  Cafe  of  Eli;  who  hav- 
ing contented  himfelf  with  gently  blaming  his 
Sons,  for  what  he  ought  abfolutely  to  have  for- 
bidden them,  and  deterred  them  from,  I  will 
judge  bis  Houfe  for  ever,  faid  God,  for  the  Ini- 
quity which  he  knoweth,  becaufe  his  Sons  made 
tkemfefoes  vt'/e,  and  he  retrained  them  not d. 
•  i  Sara.  iii.  13, 
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When,  therefore,  mild  Reprefentations  have 
fmall  Effect,  rougher  Treatment  muft  be  ufed. 
And  if  the  Offender  grows  hardened  to  private 
Remonftrances,  it  becomes  needful  to  apply 
the  feverer  Difcipline  of  more  open  Cenfure. 
Poffibly  he  may  yet  retain  Senfibility  enough  to 
be  moved  by  that  :  for  which  Reafon  our  Sa- 
viour appoints,  that  we  obferve  a  Gradation  : 
firft,  tell  our  Brother  his  Faults  between  us  and 
him  alone ;  then  take  with  us  one  or  two  more  ; 
-and,  laftly,  tell  it  unto  the  Church  p  -,  let  the 
whole  Number  of  good  Perfons,  with  whom 
we  are  both  of  us  connected,  try  their  Intereft 
with  him.  And  if  even  that  fail,  and  no  Hope  at 
all  remain  of  him;  yet  By-ftanders  at  leaft  will 
thus  both  be  put  on  their  Guard  againft  fuffer- 
ing  by  him,  and  warned  againft  imitating  him. 
Therefore  St.  Paul  directs  -,  them  that  Jin,  doubt- 
lefs  meaning  obftinately,  rebuke  before  all,  that 
others  alfo  may  fear  q.  Indeed  were  every  one  to 
be  expofed  for  each  Mifbehaviour  of  which  he 
is  guilty,  or  even  all  fuch  as  he  doth  not  im- 
mediately reform  ;  this  Procedure  would  be 
unchriftian  and  inhuman  :  many  good  Perfons 
would  pafs  in  common  Efteem  for  very  bad ; 
and  many  blameable  ones,  but  of  whofe  Reco- 

P  Matth.  xviii.  15,  16,  17.  "  i  Tim.  v.  20. 
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very  there  is  Room  for  great  Hope,  would  be 
driven  to  Defpair  of  regaining  any  Character, 
and  lay  afide  the  Thought  of  growing  better. 
But  there  is  no  Need  of  being  fo  tender  about 
the  Reputations  of  thofe,  who  are  totally  aban- 
doned to  Sin.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  of  Import- 
ance to  the  World,  that  they  mould  be  known 
for  what  they  are  :  and  not  enabled  to  pafs 
themfelves  upon  Mankind  for  worthy  Charac- 
ters, by  receiving  the  fame  Regards  with  fuch 
in  common  Speech  and  Behaviour.  He  that 
faith  unto  the  wicked,  'Thou  art  righteous,  himfiall 
the  People  curfe,  Nations  ftall  abhor  him.  But, 
to  them  that  rebuke  him,  foall  be  Delight,  and 
a  good  Elejjing  Jhall  come  upon  them  r.  There  is. 
frequently  no  other  Weapon  left  againft  fuch 
Perfons,  but  public  Infamy.  The  Punifhments 
of  human  Laws  in  Multitudes  of  Cafes  cannot 
reach  them.  Thofe  of  a  future  Life  fome 
have  brought  themfelves  to  doubt  :  many  to 
overlook.  But  to  the  Diilike  and  Abhorrence 
of  Mankind  few  or  none  can  be  infenfible  : 
and  every  one'  that  deferves  it  fhould  be  made 
to  feel  that  he  doth.  Wickednefs  is  the  great 
Difturber  of  the  World  :  the  Bane  of  ail  Peace 
a/id  Comfort,  civil  and  dorneltic.  Therefore 

every 
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every  one  hath  a  natural  Right  to  ftand  up  and 
declare  againft  it :  a  Claim,  that  the  Difgrace, 
which  belongs  to  it,  be  inflicted  on  it.     And  in 
this  Gaufe  good  Men  mould  act  with  Spirit  ; 
affume  the  Authority,  in  which  their  Character, 
will  fupport  them  ;  and  not  ftiffer  Guilt,  which 
is  by  Nature  timorous  and  cowardly,  to  lift  up 
its  Head  :  they  fhould  unite  in   the  common 
Concern  of  oppoling  its  Progrefs ;  and,  as  the 
Prophet  exprefTes  it,  be  valiant  for  the  Truth  upon 
the  Earth  s.     A  Zeal,  {hewn  uniformly  by  the 
virtuous  againfl  Vice  and  that  alone  -,  kept  free 
from  all  Mixture  of  perfonal  Refentment  or  pri- 
vate Intereft  ;  appearing,  by  the  Steps  which  it 
takes,  not  to  proceed  from  Morofenefs  of  Tem- 
per, but  from  Principle,  and  conducted  by  a 
moderate  Share  of  Prudence,  will  eafily  refcue 
itfelf  from  wrong  Interpretations,  fecure  to  itr 
felf  Reverence  from  the  World  in  general ;  and 
produce  much  Good,  without  proportionable 
Hazard  or  Difficulty. 

It  muft,  however,  be  confeffed,  that  neither 
is  every  one  qualified  equally  for  fuch  a  Work^ 
fome,  by  Nature,  being  little  capable  of  exert- 
ing themfelves,  or  moving  others,  and  fome 
again  of  fo  warm  Paffion-s,  that  they  muft  not 

•  Jer.  ix.  3. 
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allow  them  Scope,   even  in    the  beft  Caufe : 
nor  will  the  Situation  and  Connexions  of  every 
one  always  by  any  Means  permit  him  to  appear 
againft  ill  Actions  and  ill  People  in  the  Man- 
ner that  he  could  wifh.     Yet  no  one  is  left 
without  the  Means  of  doing  fomewhat  towards 
it :  and  all  that  we  are  able  to  do,  without  ne- 
glecting other  Obligations,  is  our  Duty.    Who- 
ever can  look  with  juft  the  fame  Eye  on  Good 
and  Bad,  provided  his  own  prefent  Advantage 
be  out  of  the  Queflion,  hath  no  Love  of  Reli- 
gion, or  Virtue  in  him.     And  whoever  takes 
no  Notice  of  the  Difference  will  be  fhrewdly 
iufpecled  of  not  feeing  or  not  regarding  it.  The 
cooleft  Spectator  of  other  wrong  Things  that 
are  done  thinks  immediately,  when  any  happen 
to  affect  hiinfelf,  that  all  ought  to  intereffc  them- 
felves  on  his  Behalf,  indeed  can  hardly  do  it 
too  much.     And  therefore,  when  Things  are 
cjone,  which  affect  the  Happinefs  of  others,  the 
Welfare  of  Society,  the  Honour  of  our  Maker, 
our  Redeemer,  and  our  San&ifier,  we  ought  to 
intereft  qurfelves  for  thefe.     Perhaps  we  may 
object,  that   our  Concern  wquld  be  fruitlefs. 
And  fo,  perhaps,  was  that  of  David,  when  he 
faid,  Rivers  of  Waters  run  down  mine  Eyes,  b$- 
cjuje  Men  k:ep  not  thy  Law.  My  Zeal  hath  even 
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eonfumedme,  becanfe  they  forget  thy  Words1.  But 
certainly  fo  was  that  ofjttft  Lot,  who,  dwelling 
among  the  Inhabitants  of  Sodom,  in  feeing  and 
hearing  vexed  his  righteous  Sou! from  Day  to  Day 
Kith  their  unlawful  Deeds  u.     Yet  they  are  pro- 
pofed  as  Objects,  not  of  Blame,  butPraife.  And 
indeed  uneafy  Sentiments  on  fuch  Occafions, 
however  ineffectual  otherwife,  may  improve  us 
confiderably,  by  reminding  us,  that  we  are  of 
God,  and  the  World  lieth  in  Wickednefs  w  ^  pro-: 
vided  we  carefully  reflrain  them,  which  itfelf 
will  be  a  profitable  inward  Exercife,  from  run-* 
ning  into  Excefs.     Befides,  whoever  preferves 
this  due  Medium  between  Indifference  and  Ve~ 
hemence,  as  he  will  be  always  prudently  feek- 
ing  Methods  of  reclaiming,  or  at  lealt  of  check- 
ing the  guilty,  an4  confequently  fecuring  the 
innocent  ;  fo  he  will  find  more  than  any  one 
elfe  can  fuggefl  to  him  :  and  though  hated  by 
the  bad,  or  defpifed  by  the  thoughtlefs,   for 
this  trpublefome  Activity,  will  be  efteemed  by 
many  Fellow-labourers,  many  Converts  whom 
he  hath  helped  to  make,  many  ready  to  fall, 
whom  he  hath  feafonably  flayed  and  flrength- 
ened.     Or  let  him  have  ever  fo  much  Caufe 

'  Pfal.  cxix.  136,  139.        «2  Pet.  ii.  8.      w  i  John  v.  19. 
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to  fay  in  other  Refpeds,  /  have  laboured  in 
vain,  I  have  fpent  my  Strength  for  nought :  yet 
furely  his  Judgement  is  with  the  Lord,  and  bis 
Work  with  his  God*. 


Ifa.  xlix.  4. 
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LAM.  iii.  40. 

Let  us  fear cb  and  try  our  Ways,  and  turn  again 
to  the  Lord. 

f  |  ^HE  gracious  and  wife  Creator  of  all 
JL  Things,  as  he  hath  made  known  to 
every  Creature,  by  a  fecret  Inftinct,  the  Way  of 
Life  which  belongs  to  its  Frame  and  Condition ; 
fo  to  Man  he  hathjhewn,  both  by  his  Affections 
and  his  Underftanding,  'what  is  good,  and  what 
he  requires  of  him.  Yet  having  placed  him  in  a 
State  of  Trial,  in  which  thefe  inward  Principles 
might  be  perverted  and  miflead  him,  he  hath 
graciouily  fuperadded  external  Manifeftations  of 
his  Will  for  our  furer  and  completer  Guidance  : 
thus  making  our  Rule  of  Duty  evident  and  ob- 
ligatory in  the  higheft  Degree.  No  Courfe  of 
Aclion  is  more  plainly  fuited  to  the  Nature  of 
any  Agent,  than  Religion  and  Virtue  is  to  ours. 
For  what  can  be  more  evidently  natural,  than 
for  a  reafonable  Being  to  make  Reafon  his  go- 
4  verning 
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verning  Principle;  for  a  focial  Being  to  do 
jujily,  and  love  Mercy  -,  and  for  a  created  one  fa 
walk  humbly  with  bis  God a  ?  Agreeably  there- 
fore to  this  peculiar  Deftination,  which  allots 
to  us  Employments  worthy  to  fill  up  an  eternal 
Exigence,  whereas  inferior  Animals  arrive  very 
foon,  without  contributing  almpft  any  Thing  to 
it  themfelves,  at  the  fmall  Perfection  of  which 
they  are  capable,  and  there  Hop :  Man  is  qua- 
lified, and,  as  Revelation  fully  allures  us,  de- 
ilgned,  for  endlefs  Improvement  in  Goodnefs 
and  Happinefs,  but  fuch  as  mall  depend  on  his 
own  Care  and  Induflry,  excited  and  afTifled  by 
the  Grace  of  God. 

For  this  Purpofe,  together  with  an  inward 
Perception  of  what  is  right  and  fit  for  us  to  do, 
and  what  is  otherwife,  we  have  alfo  a  Faculty 
of  Self-Reflexion,  which,  prefenting  us  to  our 
own  View,  mews  us,  what  we  have  been  and 
are.  The  Exercife  of  this  Faculty  is  expreffed 
in  the  Text  by  fearching  and  trying  our  Ways ; 
and  elfewhere  by  examining  and  proving  our- 
fches  k,  and  knowing  the  thoughts  of  our  Hearts*1, 
which  Phrafes  have  their  peculiar  Import  and 
Ufe.  For  as  the  Temper  and  State  of  our 
Hearts  is  the  great  Thing  that  we  have  to  be 

b  i  Cor.  xi.  2.S.     2  Cor.  xiii.  5.      c  Dan.  ii.  30. 
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concerned  about  in  Religion  :  fo  the  Confidera- 
tion  of  our  Ways,  or  the  Actions  in  which  our 
Temper  is  exerted  and  fhewn,  mutt  difcover  to 
us  the  Motives  that  influence  it :  juft  as,  in  the 
material  Objects  that  furround  us,  we  learn, 
from  particular  Facts  and  Appearances,  the  ge-*- 
neral  Laws  by  which  the  Frame  of  Things  is 
governed. 

This  Faculty  of  moral  Reflexion,  and  the 
Self-Approbation  or  Diflike  arifing  from  it, 
which  we  commonly  call  by  the  Name  ofCon- 
fcience,  is  the  Character  that  diftingui/hes  Man 
from  the  Beings  below  him  ;  it  is  the  Principle 
that  God  hath  endued  with  an  evident  Right  to 
dire6t  our  Lives  :  and,  according  as  we  employ 
or  difregard  it,  we  mall  advance  or  go  back  in 
real  Religion. 

The  Seeds  of  every  Virtue  were  planted  in 
the  Soul  of  Man  originally,  each  in  its  due  Or^ 
der  and  Proportion,  v/ithout  any  Mixture  of 
Evil.  Yet  even  then,  for  want  of  due  Cultiva- 
tion by  our  firft  Parents,  they  were  fatally 
blailed,  inftead  of  growing  up  to  the  Perfection,. 
for  v/hich  they  were  defigned.  But  now,  when 
our  inward  Frame  is  fo  unhappily  difordered  and 
weakened  by  their  Fall,  Watchfulnefs  over  it  is 
become  unfpeakably  more  neceiTary  than  it  was 

at 
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at  firft.  And  fince,  with  a  Nature  thus  .prone 
to  err,  we  are  a  considerable  Time  from  our 
Birth  before  we  reflect  on  our  Actions  at  all  -y 
and,  after  that,  do  it  very  imperfeclly  ;  it  can- 
not fail,  but  our  own  bad  Inclinations,  and  the 
Cuiloms  of  a  bad  World,  muft  have  led  us  all 
afide,  more  or  lefs,  from  the  right  Path>  before 
we  knew  diilindtly  which  it  was.  Nor  have  we, 
many  of  us,  it  may  be  feared,  made  fo  early  or  fo 
effectual  an  Ufe,  as  we  might,  of  the  Faculty 
of  Self- Government,  in  that  Seafon  of  warm 
and  hafty  Paffions  which  quickly  follows  the 
firft  confiderable  Ufe  of  Reafon.  And,  if  not, 
we  may  be  ftill  furer  of  .finding  many  Things 
within  us  that  want  Correction. 

A  great  Part  of  thofe  around  us,  we  fee,  are 
quite  wicked.  And  in  the  few  that  are  feriouily 
good,  the  moft  •  fuperficial  Obferver  and  moil 
charitable  Interpreter  will  difcern  a  great  Num- 
ber; of  Faults  and  Imperfections  unreformed. 
Since  therefore  Failures  in  Point  of  Duty  are, 
from  the  Nature  of  the  Thing,  to  be  appre- 
hended, and  have  in  Fact  happened  to  all  the 
reft  of  the  World  :  if  we  , were  not  ufually,  by 
a  moil  prepofterous  Kind  of  Negligence,  lefs 
attentive  to  ourfelves  than  to  others,  we  mould 
be  likely  to  perceive  the  moft  Diforders  in  that 
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Breaft,  with  which  we  have  the  moil  Opportu- 
nities of  being  intimately  acquainted.  But,  at 
leaft,  there  is  Ground  enough  for  us  to  examine, 
what  our  State  really  is :  tojearch  and  try  our 
Ways  'y  that,  if  we  have  erred  in  any  Thing,  we 
may  turn  again  to  the  Lord. 

And  though  it  is  very  apparent,  that  fuch  a 
Refolution  may  have  many  good  Confequences, 
and  can  have  no  bad  ones,  if  executed  in  the 
Manner,  which  every  Man's  Reafon,  and  the 
Word  of  God,  will  fuggeft  to  him  :  yet,  for 
your  further  Encouragement  and  Direction,  I 
mall  lay  before  you  particularly, 

I.  The  4-dvantages  that  may  arife  from  this 
Inquiry. 

II.  The  chief  Things  requiiite  for  perform- 
.ing  it  aright. 

I.  The  Advantages  that  may  arife  from  it. 

A  coniiderable  Part  of  the  v/rong  Conduct  of 
Mankind  proceeds,  not  fo  much  from  any  ilrong 
Inclination  to  do  amifs,  as  from  being  fo  unhap- 
pily thoughtlefs,  that  the  flighteft  Motive  is 
enough  to  determine  their  Choice  any  Way. 
We  engage  at  firil  in  this  or  that  Sort  of  Beha- 
viour, we  fcarce  know  why  or  how  :  then  go 
on  of  Courfe  in  the  Way  we  have  fet  out  in, 
without  ever  thinking  whither  it  leads  us ;  and 

by 


384        SERMON      XVII. 

by  Ufe  grow  fond  of  it,  and  zealous  for  it ;  yet 
are  too  indolent  all  the  while  once  to  afk  our- 
felves,  perhaps,  whether  we  are  aiming  at  any 
Thing ;  or,  however,  whether  it  be  at  what  we 
ought  -,  or  fomething  of  little  Importance,  if  not 
hurtful  or  criminal.  Now  this  Cafe,  without 
Reflexion,  is  quite  irrecoverable ;  and  a  little 
Reflexion  in  Time  would  eafily  fet  all  right. 
Nay,  even  where  vehement  PalTions  hurry 
Perfons  into  Follies  and  Sins,  it  was  for 
Want  of  this  wholfome  Difcipline  at  firft, 
that  their  Paffions  gained  the  Maflery ;  and 
applying  it  fleadily  for  fome  Time  will  be  a 
fure  Means,  through  God's  BlefTmg,  of  reducing 
them  again  to  Subjection.  For  there  is  no  Pof- 
-ftbility,  either  of  viewing  a  bad  Action,  in  a  full 
Light,  without  Abhorrence,  or  of  weighing  its 
Confequences  without  Terror.  Wickednefs, 
therefore,  always  banimes  Thought,  and  Piety 
and  Virtue  encourage  it.  A  good  Man,  far 
from  being  driven  to  hide  his  inward  Condition 
from  himfelf;  though  he  find  many  Things  that 
want  frill  to  be  amended,  yet  finds  at  the  fame 
Time  fo  many,  which,  through  the  Aid  of  God's 
Holy  Spirit,  are  already  grown,  and  daily  grow- 
ing better,  that  he  feels  no  Joy  equal  to  that  of 
his  Heart  telling  him,  what  he  is.  But  the 
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guilty  Mind  is  driven  by  Fear  and  Shame  to 
ftifle  the  Voice  of  Nature  and  Conference,  that 
ftruggles  in  the  Breaft  for  Utterance.  Every 
one,  that  doeth  Evil,  hateth  the  Light,  neither 
cometh  to  the  Light,  left  his  Deeds  foould  be  re- 
proved: but  he,  that  doeth  Truth,  cometh  to  the 
Light,  that  his  Deeds  may  be  made  manifeft,  that 
they  are  wrought  in  God&.  And  therefore  the 
Pfalmiil  fpeaks  of  Self-amendment,  as  the  im5- 
mediate  Fruit  of  Self-infpection.  I  thought  on 
my  Ways,  and  turned  my  Feet  unto  thy  'Teftimonies  : 
I  made  Ilajie,  and  delayed  not  to  keep  thy  Com- 
mandments &. 

Nor  doth  it  only  excite  in  us  good  Refo- 
lutions,  but  furnimes  Directions  how  to  put 
them  in  Practice.  Reflexion  will  (hew  us,  and 
Nothing  elfe  can,  by  what  Defect  within,  or 
what  Opportunity  without,  each  of  our  Faults' 
got  Ground  in  our  Breafts :  and  which  is  the 
Way  to  root  it  out  again.  For  Want  of  this 
.Knowledge,  Multitudes  try  in  vain  to  correct 
.  the  Diforders  of.  their  Hearts  and  Lives  -,  and 
only  here  and  there  one  recovers,  as  it  were  by 
Force  of  Conilitution  >  whilft  Numbers  perifh, 
who  might  have  been  preferved  by  a  competent 
Acquaintance  with  the  Method  of  Cure.  For 

d  John  iii.  20,  zu  e  Pfal.  cxix.  59,  60. 
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every  fmgle  Cafe  requires  to  be  in  fome  Degree 
differently  treated;  and  muft  therefore,  in  Order 
to  it,  be  particularly  ftudied.  Strong  Refolu- 
tions  indeed  may  fometimes  do  a  great  deal : 
but  very  often  Strength,  unarTifted  by  Skill, 
wailes  itfelf  to  no  Purpofe  :  and  the  bad  Succefs 
of  vehement  Efforts  ill-direded  leaves  little 
Ability,  and  lefs  Heart,  for  further  Endea- 
vours. 

Another  Ufe  of  fearching  frequently  into  our 
pail  Ways  is  to  preferve  ourfelves  from  the 
fecret  Approach  of  future  Dangers.  The  firil 
Deviation  from  their  Duty  is  in  moil  Perfons 
but  frnall  ;  and  its  Progrefs,  for  fome  Time, 
gentle  and  unnoticed  by  themfelves  -,  till  they 
have  infenfibly  gone  fuch  a  Length,  that  they 
are  tempted  to  defpair  of  being  able  to  return. 
And  therefore  attending  to  little  Errors  is  the 
fafeil  Method  to  prevent  great  ones.  But  even 
where  we  have  yet  been  guilty  of  none,  Obfer- 
vation  will  {hew  us  many  Tendencies  that  we 
have  to  Sin ;  many  weak  and  expofed  Places  in 
our  Minds,  unlikely  to  withftand  the  Aflaults, 
that  mull  be  exped:ed  in  fuch  a  World  as  this. 
And  hence  we  /hall  be  forewarned  to  avoid 
-the  Temptations  that  will  endanger  us  ;  to 
prepare  ourfelves  for  fuch,  as  we  cannot  avoid ; 

and 
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and  Strengthen  our  inward  Frame  with  fuch 
Care,  that  it  may  be  Proclf  againfl  the  various 
Accidents  of  Life. 

'Till  this  is  done  in  fome  good  Degree,  Re- 
flexion, though  always  of  the  higheft  Ufe,  will 
often  be  very  unplealing,  by  fetting  before  our 
Eyes  the  difagreeable  View  of  our  Faults.  But 
when  we  have  tolerably  well  reformed  and 
fortified  our  Minds,  then  the  Exercife  of  it  will 
grow  delightful,  every  Day  beyond  other.  And 
when  once  we  can  fay  to  ourfelves,  on  fure 
Grounds,  that  we  have  fought  the  good  Fight f, 
and  gotten  the  Viclory,  and  have  only  the  fcat- 
tered  Remains  of  the  Enemy  left  to  purfue  and 
deflroy  j  how  inexpreffible  will  the  Satisfaction 
be,  to  enjoy  the  Approbation  of  our  own 
Hearts,  and  the  Confcioufnefs  of  God's  Favour  ; 
to  look  back  and  fee  the  Dangers,  from  which 
we  are  efcaped  -,  to  feel  within,  that  a  Temper 
of  Piety  and  Virtue  is  indeed  the  Happinefs  of 
Man ;  and  experience  the  continual  Increafe 
of  that  Temper,  continually  diminiuiing  our 
Burthens  and  Sorrows,  and  opening  to  us  new 
Scenes  of  Enjoyment,  to  which  we  were  Stratt^ 
gers  before  ! 

f>2  Tim.  iv.  7; 

C  c  2  All 
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All  thefe  are  general  Advantages  flowing 
from  the  Practice  of  Self-infpection.  But  in 
many  Cafes  it  hath  a  yet  more  efpecial  good 
Influence.  A  diftinct  Knowledge  of  ourfelves 
will  greatly  fecure  us  from  the  ill  Effects  of 
Flattery,  which  would  perfuade  us  that  we  are 
what  we  feel  we  are  not  -,  and  enable  us  to  bear 
unjuft  Reproach,  thinking  it  a  very  fm all  Tubing 
that  we  Jhould  be  judged  of  Mans  "Judgement  9 
when  we  can  reflect  with  Comfort,  that  be  'who 
judgeth  us  is  the  Lord*.  Experience  of  our  In- 
firmities will  teach  us  Humility,  and  move  us 
to  Companion  and  Forgivenefs,  according  to 
the  Apoftle's  Direction  :  Brethren^  if  a  Man  be 
c'vertaken  In  a  Faulty  reftore  fuch  an  one  in  the 
Spirit  ofMecknefsy  confidering  thyfelf,  left  thou  a/ft 
be  tempted**  Experience  where  our  Strength, 
as  well  as  our  Weaknefs  lies,  will  mew  us, 
how  we  are  beft  able  to  ferve  God  and  our 
Fellow- creatures  j  what  we  may  attempt,  what 
will  be  too  much  for  us.  And  ftrict  Obfer- 
vatioQ  of  our  own  Hearts  will  qualify  us,  be- 
yond all  Things,  to  give  ufeful  Cautions  to 
others,  and  direct:  their  Steps  in  the  right 
Way. 

*  i  Cor,  iv.  3*  h  Gal.  vi.  i. 

But, 
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But,  in  Order  to  receive  thefe  or  any  Bene- 
fits from  Self-inquiry,  there  are, 

II.  Some  Rules  to  be  obferved  for  conducting 
it  properly. 

Of  thefe  the  fundamental  one  is,  that  we 
confider  it  as  a  religious  Duty;  perform  it  as 
in  the  Prefence  of  God ;  and  earneftly  beg 
him,  to  mew  us  in  a  true  Light  to  ourfelves. 
Who  can  tell  bow  oft  be  offendeth  ?  O  cleanfe  thou 
me  from  myfecret  Faults l.  'Try  me,  O  God,  and 
feek  the  Ground  of  my  Heart :  prove  me,  and  ex- 
amine my  thoughts.  Look  ivell,  if  there  be  any 
Way  of  Wickednefs  in  me:  and  lead  me  in  the 
Way  ever  lofting  k.  A  ferious  Regard  to  the  mofl 
awful,  and  yet  mofl  gracious  of  Beings,  will 
be  a  conftant  Prefervative  againfl  all  the  Er- 
rors, however  oppofite,  to  which  we  are  liable 
in  this  Matter. 

Some  are  fo  very  fenlible  before-hand  of 
their  own  Condition  in  general,  that  they  are 
afraid  of  examining  into  it  particularly :  or,  if 
they  do  begin  the  Enquiry,  they  have  not  Cou- 
rage to  carry  it  on.  For  the  more  we  reflect 
on  our  Faults,  the  more  we  muft  feel  that 
Shame  and  Remorfe,  which  God  hath  placed 
ia  our  Minds,  as  he  hath  done  the  Senfe  of 

»Pfal.  xix.  12.  u  Pfal.  cxxxix.  23,  24. 

C  c  3  Pain 
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Pain  in  our  Bodies,  to  retrain  us  from  pro- 
ceeding in  what  would  deflroy  us.  Now  moft 
Perfons  are  willing  to  recover  their  bodily 
Health,  how  much  foever  they  fuffer  in  the 
Cure:  but  to  regain  a  right  State  of  Soul,  on 
which  all  depends,  they  will  bear  Nothing. 
So,  becaufe  their  Condition  is  bad,  they  let  it 
go  on  to  be  daily  worfe ;  rather  than  have  the 
Uneafinefs  of  thinking  of  it,  to  make  it  better. 
Yet  neglecting  to  look  into  our  worldly  Aftairs 
becaufe  we  think  them  defperate,  every  one 
owns  to  be  wrong:  and  mufl  it  not  then  be 
infinitely  more  fo  in  our  eternal  Concerns, 
which  can  never  be  defpcrate,  but  from  our  re- 
filling to  look  into  them  ?  As  foon,  therefore, 
as  any  one  finds  an  Averfion  to  Self-inquiry 
beginning,  he  mould  inftantly  break  through 
it,  fet  about  the  Work,  and  never  flop  till  he 
hath  finimed  it.  For  then  is  the  Seafon  of 
Trial,  that  in  all  Likelihood  may  determine  his 
State  for  ever  after.  The  Averfion  will  in- 
creafe,  if  we  yield  to  it ;  and  the  Habit  of  Sin 
grow  ftronger  :  the  next  Effort  will  be  Hill 
more  uneafy,  and  confequently  fainter,  than  the 
prefent ;  and  all  will  end  in  a  total  Defpair  of 
becoming  what  we  ought.  Yet,  at  the  fame 
Time,  we  muft  reflect  now  and  then,  whether 
4  we 


SERMON      XVII.        391 

we  will  or  not  :  and  may,  even  by  tranlient 
Thoughts,  undergo  more  Pain  to  no  Purpofe, 
than  would  have  wrought  a  Cure.  But  mould 
any  Thing  happen,  as  many  may,  to  awaken  us 
into  a  full  and  lafting  View  of  our  Condition, 
when  perhaps  we  may  be  fo  far  enflaved  to  Sin, 
as  to  pradKfe  it  on,  with  our  Eyes  open  to  all 
its  Horrors ;  this  would  be  a  dreadful  Scene  in- 
deed. Or  could  we  be  fo  fatally  mccefsful,  as 
to  banim  Thought  intirely ;  it  would  only  be 
lofmg  the  Senfe  of  Part  of  our  Mifery,  and, 
with  it,  all  Hope  of  Happinefs. 

Let  us  therefore  neither  be  too  tender,  nor 
too  proud,  to  bear  infpedting  our  Hearts  and 
Lives:  and,  that  we  may  bear  it  well,  let  us  learn 
to  moderate,  if  we  have  Need,  the  Uneafinefs 
which  it  may  give  us.  For  every  Paffion  that 
we  have  may  be  raifed  fo  high,  as  to  defeat  its 
own  End.  And  though  we  can  diflike  No- 
thing fo  juftly,  as  our  Faults  ;  and  very  few 
difljke  them  near  enough ;  yet  if  we  diflike  our- 
felves  for  them  too  much  to  have  Patience  to 
think  of  them,  and  mend  them  j  that  runs  into 
a  new  Fault :  and  we  mould  check  ourielves 
for  it,  mildly  indeed,  but  very  carefully ;  con- 
fidering  well  both  our  natural  Frailty,  and  our 
Maker's  Goodnefs  :  but  efpecially  the  Promifes 
C  c  4  of 
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of  Forgivenefs  and  Grace,  which  he  hath  re^ 
corded  for  our  Ufe  in  his  holy  Word  :  not  in 
Order  to  reconcile  us  at  all  to  Sin,  but  in  a 
reafonable  Degree  to  ourfelves.   And  how  mor- 
tifying foever  a  needful  Examination  may  flill 
prove,  it  is  furely  worth  while  to  fupport  the 
moffc  painful  Reflexions  for  the  prefent,  when  it 
will  fecure  us  a  Succeffion  of  pleafing  and  happy 
ones   ever  after;  and  verify  that  encouraging 
Account,  which  the  Son  of  Sirach  hath  given 
of  this  whole    Matter  :    Wifdom   exalteth    her 
Children,  and  layeth  Hold  of  them  that  feek  her-< 
He  that  holdeth  her  f aft  ft  all  inherit  Glory  :  and 
wherefoever  Jhe  enters,  the  Lord  'will  blefs. — • 
At  firft  fhe  will  walk  with  him  by  crooked  Ways, 
and  bring  Fear  and  Dread  upon  him,  and  torment 
him  with  her  Difcipline  -,  until  ft  e  may  truft  his 
Soul,  and  try  him  by  her  Laws.     'Then  will  fte 
return  the  ft  rait  Way  unto  him,  and  comfort  him, 
and  ftew  him  her  Secrets.     But  if  be  go  wrong, 
fte  willforfake  him,  and  give  him  over  to  his  own 
Ruin.     Qbferve  the  Opportunity,  and  beware  of 
Evil '. 

But  mofl  Perfons  are  in  the  contrary  Ex- 
treme to  this  over-great  Senilbility ;  and  by  no 
Means  apprehend  fufficiently,  what  Spirit  they 
-  Ecclus.  iv.  I!— -20,. 

are 
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fire  ofm,  or  what  Lives  they  have  led.  The 
Courfe  of  Behaviour  to  which  we  are  inclined, 
efpecially  if  we  have  fallen  into  it  early,  and 
find  others  do  not  fcruple  it,  we  are  very  un- 
willing to  fufpedt  of  any  Thing  wrong  j  very 
apt  to  ftifle  our  Sufpicions,  if  they  rife ;  and  to 
take  it  much  amifs,  if  others  intimate  their 
Judgement  of,  what  furely  we  ought  to  under- 
fiand  beft,  our  own  Conduct.  Therefore,  be- 
fore we  can  at  all  depend  on  the  good  Opinion 
we  may  entertain  of  ourfelves,  we  mould  afk 
our  Hearts,  and  ma'ke  them  anfwer  honeftly : 
Have  we  fearched  our  Ways  at  all  ?  Have  we 
fearched  the  Whole  of  them  ?  And  have  we 
done  it  with  Impartiality  and  Diligence  ?  Or 
winked  a  little,  where  we  did  not  care  to  look ; 
forgot  a  few  Things,  that  we  had  no  Pleafure 
in  remembering  -,  and  coloured  over  what  we 
found,  without  it,  would  appear  difagreeable  ? 
A  fond  Affection,  even  to  others,  can  make  us 
wonderfully  blind  to  their  Defects  :  and  much 
more  may  it  in  our  own  Cafe.  So  that,  unlefs 
we  have  examined  with  great  Accuracy,  though 
we  know  Nvthing  by  ourfelves,  yet  are  we  not 
thereby  juftified" :  and  what  we  may  call  the 
Teflimony  of  our  Confcience,  may  be  given  fo 

m  Luke  ix.  55,  n  i  Cor.  iv.  4. 

unfairly 
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unfairly  as  to  Be  of  no  Weight.  For  if  a  Man 
think  himfelfto  be  Something,  when  he  is  Nothing, 
he  deceiveth  himfelf.  But  let  every  Man  PROVE  /for 
own  Work,  and  then  Jhall  he  have  Rejoicing  in 
himfelf0.  Let  us,  therefore,  carry  always  in  our 
Minds  the  inflructive  Remark  of  Solomon,  that 
every  Way  of  a  Man  is  right  in  his  own  Eyes,  but 
the  Lord pondereth  the  Hearts p.  And  let  us  be 
careful  fo  to  ponder  and  judge  our  own  Hearts 
now,  that  we  may  be  able,  through  the  Mercy 
procured  for  us  by  our  bleffed  Redeemer,  to 
fland  his  final  Judgement  hereafter. 

Nor  muft  we  examine  only  into  the  weak 
and  fufpicious  Parts  of  our  Characters  and  Con- 
duel::  but  thofe  which  procure  us  the  moil  Ap- 
plaufe  from  others  and  ourfelves :  for  Want  of 
which,  even  Vices,  a  little  difguifed,  may  pafs 
upon  us  for  great  Virtues ;  and  we  may  be  do- 
ing, with  intire  Satisfaction,  what  we  mould 
abhor,  if  we  underilood  it  right.  This  is  the 
Way  to  grow  in  Love  with  our  Faults,  inflead 
of  correcting  them;  and  therefore  we  mould 
often,  call  to  Mind  that  furprifing,  but  too  com- 
mon, Character  of  the  Church  of  Laodicea  \ 
'Thoufayeft,  I  am  rich,  and  increased  with  Goods, 
and  have  Need  of  Nothing:  an  d  know  eft  mt,  that 

0  Gal.  vi.  3,  4.  P  Prov.  xxi.  2. 

thou 
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thon  art  wretched,  and  miferable,  and  poor,  .and 
blind,  and  naked*. 

Nor  are  thefe  general  Grounds  of  Caution 
the  only  ones  -,  but  every  Perfon  will  find,  on 
Inquiry,  particular  Reafons  for  being  watchful 
and  diflruftful  of  himfelf,  in  fome  Point  or 
other  ;  arifing,  perhaps,  from  unhappy  Experi- 
ence of  Failures,  at  leail  from  Conviction 
of  the  Dangers,  incident  to  his  natural  Dif-. 
poiition,  Age,  Employment,  Company;  and, 
which  is  a  Matter  of  no  fmall  Confideration, 
Rank  in  the  World.  For  they,  above  all,  fhould 
be  careful  in  fearching  their  own  Breafts,  whofe 
higher  Condition  fubjecls  them  moft  to  Flat- 
tery, and  removes  them  fartheft  from  hearing 
Cenfure. 

But  though  it  is  very  uncommon  for  Perfons 
to  carry,  their  Sufpicions  of  themfelves  far  • 
enough,  yet  we  may  carry  them  too  far ;  efpe- 
cially  if  we  examine  ourfelves,  as  it  may  be 
moft  People  do,  only  or  chiefly  when  we  are 
under  fome  ftrong  Degree  of  Sorrow  or  Fear. 
For  then  we  ihall  be  apt  not  only  to  fufFer 
groundlefs  Uneafmefs,  by  thinking  much  too 
ill  of  our  prefent  State,  which  is  by  no  Means 
a  Duty :  but  to  defpair,  and  lay  afide  the  En- 
Rev,  iii.  17. 

deavour 
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deavour  of  becoming  better,  which  would  be  a 
deftructive  Error.  The  proper  Time  for  Self- 
infpeclion,  therefore,  is,  when  we  are  in  the 
calmeft  and  eveneft  State  of  Mind,  neither 
carelefs  and  prefumptuous,  nor  terrified  and  de- 
fponding.  And  we  fhould  often  repeat  the 
Work,  place  ourfelves  and  our  Actions  in  dif- 
ferent Points  of  View,  and  compare  the  Refult 
of  our  feveral  Obfervations,  that  one  may  recti- 
fy or  confirm  another.  Nor  will  it  be  at  all 
fufficient  to  fee  what  we  have  been  and  are, 
without  confulting  the  Word  of  God,  as  well 
as  our  Conferences,  which  may  elfe  mifguide 
us,  to  learn  what  we  ought  to  be.  And  though 
it  would  be  an  unhappy  Weaknefs  to  affright  or 
entangle  ourfelves,  by  imagining  the  Rule  of 
our  Duty  ftricter  than  it  is  ;  yet  it  may  be  a 
fatal  Miflake  to  flatter  ourfelves,  by  imagining 
it  lefs  ftrict:  and  the  plain  Way  is,  firft  to 
judge  of  it  reafonably  and  uprightly,  then  to 
try  our  Condition  by  it  impartially  and  fre- 
quently. The  more  conftant  we  are  in  doing 
this,  the  ealier,  the  more  beneficial,  the  more 
fatisfactory,  it  will  be :  whereas  long  Intervals 
will  only  give  Time  for  ill  Habits  to  ftrengthen 
and  multiply,  till  we  lhall  have  no  Heart  to  at- 
tempt a  Reformation  of  them. 

And 
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And  though  the  deleft  Attendance  on  this 
Duty  may,  at  prefent,  be  far  from  producing 
all  the  good  Fruit  we  could  wifh,  it  mould  ne- 
ver difcourage  us  from  proceeding  in  what  we 
know  to  be  neceffary.  Beginnings  in  almoft 
every  Thing  are  laborious  and  imperfect  :  and 
we  make  a  flow  Progrefs  at  firfl,  even  in  what 
afterwards  we  come  to  excel  in.  The  fmalleft 
Step  we  can  take  towards  Self-amendment  is 
advancing  fomewhat  towards  Happinefs  :  and  if 
our  Zeal  continue,  our  Difficulties  will  afluredly 
leffen,  and  our  Proficiency  grow  quicker.  For 
though  of  ourfehes  we  can  do  Nothing  r  -,  yet 
God  gfoeth  Power  to  the  faint  -,  and  to  them  that 
have  no  Might,  he  increafeth  Strength.  They 
that  wait  on  the  Lord  ft  all  rim  and  not  be  weary, 
they  fhatt  walk  and  not  faint s. 

And  as  the  worft  of  Men  ought  not  to  give ' 
up  themfelves  as  incapable  of  becoming  good, 
nor  thofe  in  the  loweft  Rank  of  Goodnefs  to 
defpair  of  becoming  eminent  in  Time  -y  fo  nei- 
ther mould  thofe  who  are  in  the  higheil  indulge 
too  great  a  Complacency  in  their  own  Improve- 
ments j  much  lefs  a  Contempt  of  others,  or  an 
Imagination,  which  the  great  Apoftle  difclaims, 
as  though  they  had  already  attained)  either  were 
*  John  xv,  5.  2  Cor,  iii.  5,  •  Ifa.  xl.  29,  31. 

already 
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already  perfeSt.  But  the  common  Duty  of  all, 
to  exprefs  it  in  his  following  Words,  \sy  forget- 
ting thofe  things  which  are  behind,  and  reaching 
forth  unto  thofe  'Things  'which  are  before,  to  prefs 
towards  the  Mark,  for  the  Prize  of  the  high  Call- 
ing of  God  in  Chrijl  Jefus  f.  Which  that  we 
may  all  obtain,  he  of  his  infinite  Mercy  grant, 


Phil.  iii.  12,  13,  14. 
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